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STM vs TTC: a look at Canada’s two largest transit systems • Features page 11

CSU council restores Judicial Board, doesn’t want your emails, and can’t keep their mouths shut • News pages 3 & 5

concordia’s independent newspaper
a mind-boggling reach-around since 1980
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Survival of the fittest roommate
HOJO workshop teaches tenants how to protect their rights
and avoid killing each other
• THOM BATOR

Bad  grades  aren’t  the  only  thing
that  can  happen  to  you  when  you
leave home to go to school.

According  to  the  Concordia
Student  Union’s  Off-Campus
Housing and Job Bank and Tandem
Ville-Marie West, living with a crud-
dy  roommate  can  really  grind  your
gears.

The  two groups  joined  forces  last
Tuesday  to  present  the  HOJO
Roommate  Survival  Workshop
where  the  underlying  message
seemed to be “get everything in writ-
ing beforehand, and you will avoid a
lot of problems down the line.”

“When  signing a  lease with other
people, it does accord you with more

rights  in some ways,” said Jonathan
Elston,  the HOJO  coordinator.  “For
example,  each  person  can  demand
repairs  from  the  landlord,  they  can
fight  rent  increases,  eviction  might
be more difficult for the landlord and
some  of  the  responsibilities  can  be
more clear.” 

Elston reminded leaseholders that
the Régie  du  logement—the  organi-
zation  that  ensures  that  the  rights
and obligations of both  tenants  and
landlords  in Quebec are  respected—
recommends  that  roommates  also
sign a  joint tenancy agreement. This
agreement  could  be  used  to  clarify
issues such as  “ownership  [and] use
of  the  furniture,  liability  insurance,
the right to sublet or assign the lease
and [its] conditions […]” 

Karine  Projean  of  Tandem,  a
regional organization that offers sup-
port services to Montrealers, said the
goal  of  the  workshop  was  to  give
attendees  constructive  conflict  reso-
lution tools and techniques to put to
use  when  cohabitation  disputes
arise. 

“You  have  to  speak  about  your
own  feelings,  otherwise  you  are
going  to  end  up  accusing  the  other
person  [when] you don’t really know
what  is  going  on  in  their  head,”
Projean said. 

A  third party  could mediate  your
conflict, Projean continued, but only
if both parties agree to the process. 

For more info about your rights as a
tenant, please visit rdl.gouv.qc.ca.

Here are a few guidelines that the
CSU Off-Campus Housing and Job
Bank recommends when dealing with
roommates. This list serves as just a
compilation of some of HOJO’s recom-
mendations:

Do
Get everything in writing before-

hand, and you will avoid conflict down
the line.  

Sign a joint tenancy agreement with
your roommates. This agreement
could be used to clarify ownership of
furniture, insurance, and various
shared commodities. 

Sign a joint occupancy agreement
to protect your rights if either you or
one of your roommates does not want
everybody to be on the lease. 

Don’t
Live as a boarder in somebody’s

house or apartment, as this gives the
tenant no legal protection against
things like eviction or rent increases
under Régie du logement regulations.   

Blame your roommate. You should
speak about your own feelings to
resolve conflict instead of pointing the
finger. 

Try to do it alone. Get a mediator if
you and your roommate are having
communication problems, but only if
both parties agree.

Forget to drop by HOJO to pick up a
number of free resources and get
advice. Their office is on the Mezz in
the Hall building and is open Monday
to Thursday from 10 am to 6 pm and
Fridays from 11 am to 4 pm. 

—compiled by Thom Bator

• JUSTIN GIOVANNETTI 

Two-dozen  tables,  half  of  which  were
empty,  were  scattered  in  the  cordoned  off
Library  Building  lobby  on  Nov.  11.  Beside
them  were  platters  of  sandwiches,  other
catered food and five urns of coffee.

The plan was to transform the space into a
comfortable and intellectually accepting envi-
ronment between newly  installed Concordia
president  Judith  Woodsworth  and  the
Concordia  community  in  a  sort  of  informal
cafe; only 42 people showed up.

As a part of Woodsworth’s strategic plan-
ning  initiative,  the World Café meeting was
open to university staff, faculty and students.
Attendees were chosen at random from peo-
ple  who  had  registered  in  advance  on  the
president’s website.

Woodsworth opened the consultation with
a  speech  to  her  small  audience.  “I want  to
hear what you have to say,” Woodsworth said.

The  president  then  announced  that  she
would have to  leave, after 10 minutes of the
consultation.  Woodsworth  assured  partici-
pants, “I look forward to reading all the com-
ments from this meeting.”

The discussion, which began at 3 p.m. and
lasted two hours, was divided into 20-minute
segments,  between  which  participants
changed tables. 

Before leaving, the president set out three
areas  in  which  she  wanted  participants  to
concentrate: how to ensure academic quality;
how to best serve students and the communi-
ty; and how to have an effective staff.

When asked about  the  consultations  two
weeks ago, the CSU’s VP of communications,
Elie Chivi, was highly critical. 

“It’s just an easy way to mingle and ignore
students’  concerns,”  Chivi  said.  “If
[Woodsworth] wants  to meet with students,
she will need to sit down at a table and do it
in a formal meeting.”

Just last month, on Oct. 20, three of four

faculty associations boycotted a similar meet
and  greet  with  Woodsworth.  The  Arts  and
Science  Federation  of  Associations,  the
Commerce  and  Administration  Students
Association  and  the  Concordia  Student
Union RSVP’ed  but  didn’t  show  up  for  the
event in protest of the lack of a formal meet-

ing  where  the  student  groups  could  voice
their  concerns.  The  Engineering  and
Computer  Science  Association  made  an
appearance.

Students  walked  around  the  president’s
World Café seemingly unaware and indiffer-
ent  to  the  discussion  forum.  In  the  first  10

minutes of the consultation, more Concordia
students used the neighbouring Tim Hortons
than attended this event.

President Woodsworth encourages students
to offer suggestions via email at
president@concordia.ca.

World Café a bust
“I want to hear what you have to say,” says Woodsworth, but leaves after 10 minutes

HOJO’s dos and don’ts

Concodia’s newly installed president Judith Woodsworth was greeted at the World Cafe by only 42 people. GRAPHIC SAGINE CAVÉ
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• JOSÉ ESPINOZA

The  number  of  aboriginal  stu-
dents  at  Concordia  reached  a
plateau  in  1999-2000  said Manon
Tremblay,  coordinator  of  the
Centre for Native Education.

The  CNE  works  closely  with
other  units  within  Advocacy  and
Support services and other student
services in order to help Aboriginal
students succeed.

“Aboriginal people tend to avoid
CEGEP,  mainly  because  leaving
their communities at such a young
age  is  a  very  difficult  prospect,”
explained  Tremblay. “There  is
also the fact that Aboriginal people
typically  start  their  families much
younger than their Canadian coun-
terparts.”

In  a  study  conducted  by
Statistics  Canada  from  1981  to
2001, there was an overall increase
in  attendance  and  in  completion
rates of young aboriginal adults at
the collegiate and university level.

According to that research, abo-
riginal males  aged 25  to  34  years
who had completed their post sec-
ondary  education  increased  from
22 to 27 per cent.

The  glaring  exceptions  were
Regina, Montreal  and Edmonton,
where the percentage of Aboriginal
males  aged  25  to  34  years  with
post-secondary  educational  cre-
dentials decreased.

At  Concordia,  the  fight  to
increase the rates of aboriginal stu-
dents  entering  and  finishing  their
degree is being fought by Tremblay
and her staff.

In  the  years  since  2001  the
enrollment  decreased slightly. But,
there is hope. 

Tremblay  has  seen  the  rate  of
enrollment  increase  once more  in
the past two years and the average
age of aboriginal students decrease.

The  average  age  of  aboriginal
students  in  Montreal  is  presently
30.  This  is  down  from  33,  which
was  the average  for over 10 years,
says Tremblay.  Nevertheless, these
small victories do not  compensate
for  the  overall  decrease  in  atten-
dance.

The  dropout  rate  is  another
cause  for  concern  at  Concordia.
Tremblay  believes  that  awareness
campaigns,  targeted  recruitment,
transition-year programs and day-
care  services  are  all  needed  to
encourage  more  Aboriginal  youth
to attend university.

The  CNE  has  tackled  some  of
the  problems  that  affect  young
Aboriginal adults in Montreal.

“We are working to help our stu-
dents  enter  the  university  and
obtain  their  degree,”  said  Silvana

Novembre,  the  department  assis-
tant  at  the CNE.  “When  I  started
working at the CNE, there were no
scholarships  available  for our  stu-
dents.  I  remember  asking  the
administration about a scholarship
for our youth and they directed me
to a scholarship available to Indian
and Pakistani  students.  I was  told
our students could apply under that
scholarship.”

After  nine  years  of  fighting,
Novembre  is  proud  to  say  that
there  are  now  four  scholarships
available  for  aboriginal  students
at Concordia.

There  is  also  the  issue  that
Concordia  does  not  have  a  pro-
gram  that  caters  to  aboriginal
students. 

“There is a First People’s study
program that is about to launch at
Concordia next  year,” Novembre
announced.  “The  aim  is  to  get
aboriginal professors to teach the
students.”

This  project  has  been  in  the
works  for eight years. After vari-
ous attempts  to get  this program
underway,  the  university  has
finally agreed, says Novembre.       

“Aboriginal students are over-
whelmed by the big city environ-
ment.   They are away  from  their
family and they have a hard time

feeling  part  of  the  community,”
said  Morning  Star,  an  Elder
recently  hired  by  the  CNE
explaining  possible  reasons  for
the decline of aboriginal students
in  Montreal  universities.  “At
Concordia, we have an elder pro-
gram,  where  the  students  can
come  and  talk  to  about  their
problem  with  a  person  who 
will listen.”

Star  also  stated  that  the  lan-
guage  being  used  to  describe
Aboriginal people in the classroom
is an  important  factor  that deters
Native  students  from  attending
University.

“In universities, professors use
words  like  savages,  tribes  and  so
on.  It’s  this  language  that makes
our  youth  feel  embarrassed  and
hurt,” she said.

The reality is that the language
being used by academics or people
in a position of power to describe
Aboriginal people has not changed
since the colonial period.

Last month McGill’s chancellor
Dick Pound came out with a state-
ment  calling  Aboriginal  people
“savages.” A man  in his  position,
using  that  language,  is  sending  a
message  to  teachers and students
that  it’s okay  to  label Aboriginals
in such a way.

If you are an aboriginal student
at McGill,  imagine how  this would
make you feel?

Melissa Montour is an aboriginal
student  at Concordia.  She  believes
the  colonial  mindset  still  exists  in
Quebec.  

“The history of our people is not
in  the  textbooks  that are  taught  in
CEGEP  or  Universities,”  she  said.
“There  is  a  lot  of  resentment with

professors who discredit natives or
have the facts wrong.” 

Mitch, also an aboriginal student
at Concordia,  said,  “Quebec  is  the
worst  province  when  it  comes  to
colonialism. Natives are not part of
the history here.  It’s  like we never
existed. Aboriginal youth in Quebec
feel  like  strangers  in  their  own
home. We are made to feel like sec-
ond class citizens in our own coun-
try.”

Yet,  the  rates of  aboriginal  stu-
dents  in other parts of Canada are
increasing.  Mitch  believes  this  is
because  universities  in  other
provinces have programs and a stu-
dent  life  that  are  better  suited  for
aboriginal  students.  Montour
agrees with that statement.

In  fact, there are Canadian uni-
versities that have been progressive
towards  Native  education.  Both
Montour  and  Mitch  talked  about

Trent  University,  in  Peterborough
that  offers  a  master’s  program  in
aboriginal  language.  This  means
that you can get a PHD in Mohawk
language.  Something  that  is  not
available in any Montreal universi-
ty. 

Getting back to the numbers, the
gap  in  educational  attainment
between  the  Aboriginal  and  non-
Aboriginal populations still remains
high.  The  number  of  Aboriginals
with at  least one university degree
went up from six per cent in 1996 to
eight per cent in 2001.

Overall, that figure was still well
below  the  22.6  per  cent  of  all
Canadians  who  had  at  least  one
university  degree  in  2001.  The
Canada  Millennium  Scholarship
Foundation  published  a  high
school  follow-up  survey  in  June
2007.

The results of the survey indicat-
ed that aboriginal high school grad-
uates are almost  twice as  likely as
other Canadian  students  to  either
drop  out  of  college  or  university
studies  or  to  skip  post-secondary
education altogether.

Tremblay  believes  that  this  is
due  to  several  factors.  Among
them, there is lack of funding, cul-
ture  shock  and  isolation,  juggling
family responsibilities and a previ-
ous sub-par education. Many abo-
riginal students are unprepared for
the demanding workload in univer-
sity. 

In 2009, there will be a summit
meeting  held  by  the  Ministers  of
Education across Canada, in which
they  will  discuss  improving
Aboriginal achievement rates. Kelly
Lamrock, the Minister of Education
in New Brunswick said the govern-
ment,  “believe[s]  that  eliminating
the  education  gap  between
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal peo-
ples  is  an  economic  and  moral
necessity.”

The  Canadian  School  Boards
Association  is  pushing  the  federal
government to consider eliminating
income  tax  for  aboriginals  for  a
period  of  time  after  high  school
graduation as an incentive to count-
er a dismal dropout rate of almost
50 per cent.

Whether  this  initiative  goes
through or not, the issue at hand is
preparing  Aboriginal  youth  for
higher education and making  sure
that they don’t drop out of universi-
ties. In Montreal  there has  to be a
greater push to give young aborigi-
nal  adults  access  to  higher  educa-
tion. At Concordia, there more can
be  done  to  help  these  students
obtain their goals.

“Concordia can do a lot more to
help native youth,” said Montour.

Passed by
Why Montreal and Concordia

lag behind the country 
in Aboriginal education

“In universities, professors use words like savages, tribes and so on. 
It’s this language that makes our youth feel embarrassed and hurt.” 

—Morning Star, 
Elder at Concordia’s Centre for Native Education

Concordia’s Centre for Native Education feels Aboriginal students lack necessary resources to succeed here. GRAPHIC RITA CUFFERO
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• ADAM BEMMA

It’s a tale of two transit systems, one with a
certain method and the other with a mega-
project—both sharing the vision of moving
people around in their day-to-day lives.

Canada’s two largest public transit sys-
tems are the Société de transport de Montréal
and the Toronto Transit Commission. Both
have differing views about how to accomplish
their goals and move forward in the near
future. 

Here in Montreal, STM Board of Directors
Vice President Marvin Rotrand gives many
reasons why transportation initiatives are an
important part of Mayor Gerald Tremblay’s
direction for this city. 

“We have a business plan based on the
vision of the city administration, and that is
to increase services and increase rider-
ship,” he said.

Over the next year, Rotrand is hoping to
achieve an additional eight per cent increase
in commuters switching to the STM. But even
he admits this may be difficult for existing
ground-level routes where there’s good serv-
ice but difficulties for the STM in keeping up
with high demand.

“We run our most frequent service where
there’s the heaviest ridership,” he said. “One
of the areas we’ve targeted in the last couple
of years is the West Island.”

The suburbs of Montreal seem to be one
of the main focuses of the STM. By getting
people out of their cars and into public tran-
sit, it is attempting to alleviate traffic conges-
tion on city streets. 

Nineteen-year-old first-year Concordia
University student Renee Tousignant is torn
between her car and public transit. This is
because she’s spent many years commuting
into Montreal from the suburbs and sees the
service as too infrequent.

“My whole life I’ve been taking [public
transit] from the West Island,” she said.

Now Tousignant, who studies journalism
at Loyola and film at Sir George Williams,
takes the Concordia shuttle bus to and from
each campus. She feels the STM is unreliable.

“It comes so inconsistently and the shut-
tle is always there,” she said.

So what Rotrand and the STM propose to
do is create dedicated bus lanes throughout
the city, which would make service flow nice-
ly along surface routes, and to drastically
change the amount of buses currently in use.

“We are planning a major increase in
services on 30 main lines sometime in
2009,” he said.

Rotrand’s top priority is to replace the
aging STM fleet with larger, higher-occupan-
cy articulated buses. These are the long accor-
dion-style ones that bend in the middle and
are used in other Canadian cities like
Vancouver and Toronto.

“The biggest challenge for us is to renew
the bus fleet. We have something in the vicin-
ity of 1500 buses,” he said. “A large percent-
age of our buses are older.”

But in Toronto the TTC is moving toward
the use of light rail with their highly-touted
Transit City plan, which is expected to bring
in over 100 million new daily rides yearly with
their seven new above-ground lines.

“In Toronto, the Transit City plan was
based on the principle that no one should be
disadvantaged by not owning a car,” said TTC
Chair Adam Giambrone. “When you give peo-
ple real options, real alternatives, you get peo-
ple to consider giving up their cars.” 

Giambrone is a firm believer in the special
role mass transit plays in urban centres across
Canada. He also sees the TTC as a trendsetter
and hopes other cities will follow its lead. 

“What you’re already seeing is the fact
that Light Rail Transit is becoming a respect-
ed technology,” he said. “Toronto as it rolls
out light rail will set a good example.”

This Transit City plan, which will be put
into motion  in September 2009, is also
aimed at connecting two major universities
with downtown Toronto. The U of T—
Scarborough campus and York U—Keele
campus are well known as commuter
schools, but the lack of service to these areas
cause traffic chaos for students.

“By bringing a web of transit across
Toronto it allows students coming from
across the city to be able to access York
University very quickly and efficiently,”
Giambrone said.

Although there are no plans in Montreal to
consider the option of reaching out to the only
university campus not well served by public
transit, Rotrand sees the Loyola campus as
benefiting from the STM plan for more buses. 

“There will be improvements on the main
lines in NDG. The 105 is an extremely heav-
ily traveled bus and there’s going to be more
frequency,” he said.

But Concordia Journalism student Laura

Dolgy, who takes the 105 bus from Vendome
metro station to Loyola campus almost every
day, is very skeptical and doesn’t see this
promise being kept by the STM.

“It doesn’t really come that often even
though it says it’s supposed to come every
five, 10 minutes,” she said. “There’s always a
line-up and I think they need more buses to
come on time, especially the 105.”

Thirty-three-year-old NDG resident Eric
Nadeau has been taking public transit in this
city most of his life and argues that service has
gotten much better recently and reflects back
when it was a more frustrating time. 

“It’s definitely gotten a lot better,” he said.
“I remember I used to wait on cold corners of
the street where buses would go flying by six,
seven in a row and you’d be waiting there
freezing your ass off.”

Living in NDG for the last six years,
Nadeau can’t think of a time when the 105 bus
wasn’t at its capacity.

“That’s the sad thing because there’s a
bus every minute during rush hour and there
are still too many people and not enough
buses,” he said. “I don’t take the 105 unless I
really have to because I refuse to be squished
in like a sardine.”

Now all Montrealers must wait and see
what will happen in the upcoming year and
how the STM will deal with commuting issues
in this city, because in Toronto it seems like
they’ve already got it all planned out.

“I’m looking forward to seeing what
they’re going to do with the use of the accor-
dion buses. They definitely have to bring
them online,” Nadeau said.

GRAPHIC VIVIEN LEUNG

IInnttrraannssiitt
AA  llooookk  aatt  CCaannaaddaa’’ss  ttwwoo  llaarrggeesstt  ppuubblliicc  ttrraannssiitt  ssyysstteemmss
Intransit
A look at Canada’s two largest public transit systems
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Life outside of the wombThe Red Mass is upon us 

• HEATHER ANDERSON

This December marks the 60th
anniversary of the signing of the
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. At least, for you and I… But
who’s looking out for the home-
less?  

Action Terroriste Socialement
Acceptable has plans to keep
Montreal’s marginalized itinerants
in the spotlight from Nov. 26-30
during their 10th annual l’État
d’Urgence (State of Emergency)—
an urban refugee camp turned
street party.  

This year, Amnesty
International will partner with
ATSA so that participants can be
integrated into the movement
against social injustice.

Place Émilie-Gamelin will host
this ’round-the-clock “manifesti-
val.” An array of socially conscious
artistic activities awaits partygo-
ers, regardless of whether or not
they have a fixed address. 

In December 1998, ATSA
staged a “micro-city” in Montreal’s
downtown core as a symbolic
action denouncing social exclu-
sion. Demonstrators were con-
fronted with the true weight of
their gesture when approximately
300 homeless people migrated
into the site out of sheer need.

Since then, l’État d’Urgence has
grown its volunteer base from 60
to 350 people, many of them from
the streets. 

“It’s the only moment of the

year where there is a trust and util-
ity (for many itinerants),” explains
Annie Roy, co-founder of ATSA.  

Roy and partner Pierre Allard
began staging artistic public inter-
ventions in 1997 with the Banque à
Bas (Sock Bank)—a conglomera-
tion of ovens distributing warm
socks to the homeless in automat-
ic teller fashion.  

ATSA has since staged over 20
international, urban interventions
based on themes ranging from
social to environmental justice. 

Regarding ATSA’s approach to
social activism, Roy comments, “I
think art is a great tool to put back
magic in the life of people. The
important thing is that they feel at
ease, yes, but that they are nour-
ished in soul.”  

Artists at this year’s event will
include Ivy, Vulgaires Machins, 3
Gars su’l sofa, and D. Kim et
Samian. 

État d’Urgence is the 2008
recipient of the Citoyen de la cul-
ture Award given by not-for-profit
organization Les Arts et la Ville,
but don’t let that fool you into
thinking it’s a mainstream event.
Roy promises “an extreme but
realistic encounter with a bit of the
things you see in the streets.”

A chronology of ATSA’s work 
can be found in their 10th anniversary
publication, Quand l’art passe à 
l’action, available at CHANGE, locat-
ed at 4351 St. Laurent and open 
until Dec. 20.

• CODY HICKS

Once again I’ve found myself
in a strange situation due to my
loose reputation. Apparently, I
will be naked, painted silver
onstage, at Foufounes Electriques
this Saturday for the unveiling of
the psycho musical cult known as
Red Mass. 

Despite being an obsessive
music fan, I’ve never really been
in a band, other than my brief
stint in a rap group last year that
culminated in a Halloween party
where we squeezed three people
into a pair of size 60 underpants
and puked in pumpkins. 

I was pretty floored and sur-
prised when I got a phone call
from local singer/songwriter,
Turkish mystic and Ex-CPC
Gangbanger Choyce with an offer

to join his new Sun Ra and
Captain Beefheart-inspired col-
lective.

I haven’t been to a jam yet, but
everyone I’ve talked to who has
speaks of the group with child-
like enthusiasm. 

I won’t lie: I’m nervous as shit
to be in the company of
Montreal’s finest. 

The “Group Members” section
of the MySpace reads like a who’s
who of Montreal underground
music, with big names like King
Khan, Mark Sultan, Giselle
Webber of the Hot Springs, sitting
alongside of upwards of twenty
strangely named individuals.

Choyce tells me that he is
treating Red Mass like a living
organism, giving it free reign to
grow and evolve. 

“I want to make a pool of musi-

cians that can move freely from
group to group and show to
show,” he says.  

“If someone calls me up and
tells me they have a song to
record I want to send the word
out to the collective so whoever
wants to can get involved.” 

Choyce’s motto for the group is
that “Red Mass is not elitist by
any means and welcomes anyone
and everyone interested in work-
ing among its ranks.”

Believe the claim. Hell, he
invited me to join the group
onstage without ever hearing a
shred of my off-key microphone
burping. 

You probably want to know
what the band sounds like and the
best I can offer is their MySpace
(myspace.com/redmassfce) .
There you can sample the post-

apocalyptic rock sound of
Terrorizer or, the creepy cult
chants of Lord of the Rats for
yourself. 

The only constants are
Choyce’s distinctive warbling
vocals, aggressive tempos and an
alien pop sensibility. 

“I’ve already recorded dozens
of albums worth of material,”
Choyce tells me. “Everything from
techno, to folk-rock to straight up
punk rock.  I’m coming at Red
Mass from all angles, no bound-
aries.”

If you keep it strictly analog,
drop by a local record store and
cop the first official Red Mass
release that has recently dropped
on Psychedelic Handshake
Records (a Pirates of the Lachine
Canal affiliate label). It’s a four-
track 12” record that will give you

a little taste of what will surely be
a shitstorm of future releases
from this creative behemoth.

I don’t know what to expect at
this afternoon show, though.  This
will be my first time onstage with-
out the cover of night and a belly-
ful of wobbly pops, so I will need
to channel my inner freak and let
loose au natural. 

Apparently, my silver robot
man outfit will be in stark con-
trast to the rest of the gang who
will be sporting dapper shirt and
tie combos.

So, drag your ass to the bizarre
M for Montreal festival this
Saturday around four o’clock and
catch the spectacle.  With Red
Mass’s liberal recruitment policy,
you might walk away as the 30th
member.

ATSA teams up with Amensty International 
for ‘round-the-clock artistic activities

Representing Montreal’s poor

Art and activism go hand-in-hand.  GRAPHIC KALI MALINKA
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The urban artist
Cinema Politica hosts world premiere of Roadsworth: Crossing the Line

• CHRISTOPHER OLSON

The police tried to make him
the public face of Montreal’s
growing graffiti problem, but
instead he ended up as a crusader
for public space. 

Peter Gibson, aka Roadsworth,
was a self-described anti-car
spokesman who expressed his
views on the congestion of public
space by prettying up Montreal’s
pavement with a mix of spray
cans and cardboard stencils. 

Only it was all illegal, and he
knew it. 

Director Alan Kohl document-
ed Roadsworth for four years. He
watched as Roadworth ascended
from an (intentional) unknown to
an established artist, from defac-

ing public property, to being paid
by the city to do it. 

The two met through a mutual
friend as buzz started to develop
around the young artist’s unac-
credited and unlabelled art
pieces, tucked away in undiscov-
ered niches and crosswalks across
town, or else hiding out in the
open. 

“I asked him if he was the one
who did it,” says Kohl, “and he
sort of reluctantly nodded.” As an
advocate of public space,
Roadsworth clings to his own
space, and is relentlessly shy
about his artwork and his inten-
tions. 

“I think part of me didn’t real-
ly have the courage to reveal that
side of myself to anyone, but at

the same time, I had a desire to
reveal that,” says Gibson.

The documentary began as an
expose on people in and around
Montreal doing interesting art
projects with public space, one of
them being Roadsworth. “[But]
as it went on,” says Kohl, “he
became the main focus.”

The two of them eventually
became friends, and while shoot-
ing in Amsterdam, the young
filmmaker had to bail Gibson out
of prison for public vandalism
charges.

“He’s writing the script just by
living,” says Kohl, who had little
idea just how big Roadsworth
would one day be. Nor could he
have predicted that he would
become the center of a public PR

nightmare for the city of
Montreal, following his highly
publicized court case for deface-
ment of public property. 

While waiting for his trial,
Gibson was invited to Paris and
Berlin, and given tacit permission
to do whatever he wanted.

“Being invited to vandalize a
town is odd,” says Gibson, “espe-
cially when I’m being pursued in
my own town.”

Like the work of Andy
Goldsworthy, which also happens
to be Gibson’s artistic inspiration,
Gibson’s works are ephemeral
and fade away with time.

By the time filming started,
says Kohl, “some of my favourite
ones were already gone, and
could only be seen in photo-

graphs.” One of the reasons for
doing the film, he elaborates, was
to capture “the feeling one gets
from his art for the first time, and
the uniqueness of it.”

Though Roadsworth’s career
continues to unfold in interesting
new ways, Kohl plans to “just go
back to being his friend.”

The world premiere screening of
Roadsworth: Crossing the Line will be
held on Monday, Nov. 21 at 7:30
p.m., Room H-110, 1455 de
Maisonneuve, and will be preceded by
the short film, The Spot. Roadsworth
will run at Cinéma Du Parc starting
Tuesday, Nov. 22 and running until
Nov. 27. For a full list of Cinema
Politica screenings, visit cinemapolit-
ica.org/concordia

Roadsworth leaves a footprint at a Montreal intersection.
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• MADELINE COLEMAN

Amber Goodwyn has a baby and
its name is Lickety Split.  

Emerging from the crowded
delivery room called Montreal,
Lickety Split is a publication of
mixed parentage; born out of
Goodwyn’s love of zines, radical
feminist discourse, and more than
a passing interest in heavy petting.
Now five years old, it is a smut zine
well on its way.  

The sophisticated sex rag’s sig-
nature blend of filthy fiction, essays
and art is now in its lucky seventh
edition.  To celebrate, the zine is
hosting a masquerade launch party
at Sala Rossa this Friday.  And yes,
you and your dirty mind are both
invited!

The launch will feature the
bands Coulees, Parlovr, who
Goodwyn calls “one of the best acts
in town,” and Goodwyn’s own rock
n’ roll band, Nightwood. “I’m going
to barf from nerves,” she said anx-
iously when I called her up last
week.

At least she’ll be performing her
first big show (somewhat) incogni-

to; the party will be, after all, a mas-
querade, and even the bands will be
in disguise. In line with the theme
of the latest issue, “Beyond
Human.”

One place Goodwyn clearly feels
more comfortable is at the reins of
the zine’s editorial.  She described
the Montreal-based Lickety Split
team as a “loose collaborative,
group,” one that has helped her ini-
tial goal for the zine (“to be as
inclusive as possible”) come to
fruition.

Before Lickety Split was born,
there was a serious dearth of intel-
ligent queer-positive smut in
Montreal.  Lickety Split filled that
hole (in more ways than one)!  

The zine, whose publication
upgraded from annual to bi-annu-
ally in 2007, takes a resolute “sex-
positive” approach. 

It’s not that Goodwyn and the
gang shy away from the darker side
of dirty. However, their focus is on
the holy union of creativity and sex,
or, as Goodwyn said, the “articula-
tion of sexuality.”

This labour of love bears no
resemblance to that embarrassing

Penthouse collection under your
little brother’s bed.  Every issue of
Lickety Split is compiled by what
Goodwyn called a “curatorial”
effort rather than an editorial
process.

Every cover is hand-silk-
screened with drawings by Sherwin
Tjia, and, as of the zine’s last issue,
the whole shebang is printed using
an eco-friendly process.

“They’re definitely supposed to
be collectable, almost precious
objects in a way,” said Goodwyn.
Not to mention their small size,
making them easy to hold with one
hand…

Lickety Split’s combination of
brain and beauty is winning fans
outside of Montreal too, in cities as
far-flung as Milwaukee, Toronto
and Stockholm, where it apparent-
ly has a considerable following of
sex-loving Swedes. If the success of
everything else Scandinavian-
endorsed is any indication, Lickety
Split is about to get lucky!

The zine can be picked up by
curious Concordians at the
Concordia Co-op Bookstore,
among other progressive stores

around the city.  But the best way to
experience Lickety Split’s joie du
sexe would be to head to the launch
this Friday.  Strap on that animal
mask and get smutty!

Lickety Split’s launch party,
featuring Parlovr, Coulees, and
Nightwood, happens at Sala
Rossa, 4848 St-Laurent, this
Friday, Nov. 21, at 9 p.m.

Masks and beyond human attire are not required—but greatly desired!

Socially educational
Image + Nation brings queer films 
from Lebanon, Egypt and every nation in-between
• INTRODUCTION 

BY JOELLE LEMIEUX

Relationships. We spend our
whole lives trying to form them;
with our parents, our siblings,
friends and lovers. It is in this
context that Image + Nation
opens the doors to their 21st film
festival. 

From festival opener
Mulligans, a film that explores
“how confessions of queerness
may forever alter relationship
dynamics,” to Le Nouveau
Monde a made-for-TV movie
from France about a lesbian cou-
ple who decide to start a family,
Image + Nation is sure to deliver
an unexpected story. 

Other films included in the
festival focus on champions of
the LGBT scene like Richard
Berkowitz or Kathy Acker, while
some focus on the oppressed;
The Beirut Apt and All My Life
discuss life as a queer person 
in Lebanon and Egypt respec-
tively.

Whatever your story, no mat-
ter your orientation, Image +
Nation is sure to be a mind-
opening experience that 
will shed light on everyone’s
relationships.

Films playing this week
Ciao
Directed by Yen Tan
United States (2008)

Feelings of emptiness, sorrow
and helplessness are felt by the two
lost souls trying to deal with the
death of Mark—a gay male who was
best friends with one and traded
emails with the other.

Adam Neal Smith plays Jeff,
who, by going through his best
friend’s email, discovers Andrea,
played by Alessandro Calza. In order
to understand their dead friend a lit-
tle better, Jeff invites Andrea to talk,
see Mark’s grave, his arcade game
and his room. 

In the beginning, very little hap-
pens in terms of conversation, or
any kind of relationship. Jeff keeps
his emotions to himself. He is open
with his sister Lauren, played by
Ethel Lung. The scenes with long
awkward silences indicate Jeff’s
monotonous, solitary life.

Andrea is the opposite; sexy and
passionate, he is heavily influenced
by his Italian heritage. His dialogue
can often be taken as having anoth-
er meaning, and in most cases
sounds like sexual innuendo. 

For most of the film, you’re left
wondering if the two will kiss, or

eventually get bored of each other.
Not much is used in terms of music,
but the piano playing one key over
and over again effectively breaks the
silent moments, while preserving a
mood of uncertainty.

—Johnny North

Le Nouveau Monde
Directed by Etienne Dhaene
France (2008)

For those of you who think of a
lesbian couple as a threesome with
two girls, move over! Le Nouveau
Monde is a film that opens the mind
of the audience, and allows for an
insider view into lesbian relation-
ships. 

Surprisingly banal, the film’s
slow beginning lulls the audience
into the same security felt by those
whose lives are about to be turned
upside down. When Lucie (played
by Natalie Dontcheva) decides she
wants to have a baby with girlfriend
Marion (played by Vanessa Larre),
everyone’s reality is shaken. 

The film follows the couple as
they debate about sperm donors,
anonymity and adoption. Lucie
becomes more and more withdrawn
as things come to a standstill—no
one can agree on a father, and adop-
tion seems out of the question. It’s

Marion, originally the reluctant one,
who finds a sperm donor; a friend of
hers from school named Hugo,
played flawlessly by Gregory
Fitoussi. 

We watch as the young couple
embarks on their journey; as their
families reject and support them,
deter and provoke them. At the birth
of their child, the film reaches its

peak and resolution. 
It is the story of two women cre-

ating their own space, challenging
their own ideas and preconceptions,
and although the beginning is slow,
the ending is wellworth the wait. 

—Joelle Lemieux

For more info on films and show-
times, check out image-nation.org

Alessandro Calza plays Andrea in Ciao.

Sophisticated smut
Montreal-based publication invites one and all to masquerade launch party
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What’s
Events listing
for the week
Nov. 18-23

COMEDY
Hey It’s Thursday
An “almost” weekly comedy show presented by
Uncalled For, featuring special guests The
Bitter End.
Thursday, 8 p.m.
Theatre Ste-Catherine, 264 Ste-Catherine E.
Tickets $6

FILM
Rencontres international du documentaire de
Montreal
11 days, more than 100 films representing
more than 30 
countries, 23 world premieres.
Thursday until Nov. 23
For various films, locations, and prices check
out ridm.qc.ca

MUSIC
Elektrikbones
with Fishmilk
Tuesday, 9:30 p.m.
Quai Des Brumes, 4481 St-Denis
Tickets $5

We Sold Our Souls to Rawk and Roll 
DJ Choyce of CPC Gangbangs 
Wednesday, 9 p.m.
Casa del Popolo, 4873 St-Laurent

M83 
with School of Seven Bells
Wednesday, 8 p.m.
Le Studio Juste Pour Rire, 2111 St-Laurent
Tickets $17/$18

Angela Desveaux and The Mighty Ship
with David Macleod & The Ideal Lovers
Thursday, 9 p.m.
Casa del Popolo, 4873 St-Laurent

Hawksley Workman 
with Hey Rosetta!
Friday, 8 p.m.
La Tulipe, 4530 Papineau
Tickets $22/$25

Il Motore Opening Party
featuring The United Steel Workers of Montreal
Friday, 8:30 p.m.
Il Motore, 179 Jean-Talon O
Tickets $10

SPOKEN WORD
Zen Poetry Festival Benefit 
with Luna Allison, Chris Byrne, Ian Ferrier &
Pharmakon, Mark Beach, Marianne Perron,
Sherwin Tjia and Courtney Wing & Friends
Sunday, 9 p.m.

THEATRE
Romeo & Juliet
William Shakespeare’s classic love story direct-
ed by Victor Knight.
Thursday through Saturday, 8 p.m.
Matinee Sunday, 2 p.m.
Dawson Theatre, 2000 Atwater
Tickets $10, $6 for students

—compiled by Joelle Lemieux

going on

Sylvie
Trees And Shade Are
Our Only Fences
Smallman Records

I hate to be the naysayer to everyone 
else’s yes, but Canadian indie rock 
band Sylvie is not everything their buzz 
would have you believe. Not quite rock, 
not rebellious enough to be punk, 
Sylvie’s sound has yet to be defined in 
every sense of definition. Most bands 
have bridged the genre/sound gap by 
their third album, but Sylvie seems to be
another story. And while I find their Canadian
charm hot, the tracks off their latest album
are not—much to my chagrin. It’s not that I
don’t dig the efforts of lead singer Joel
Passmore, bassist Riva Farrell Recette, gui-
tarist Chris Notenboom, keyboardist Erin
Passmore, and drummer Jeff Romanyk. It’s
just that I like my music tight; insightful
lyrics (or at the very least clever) and a con-
crete sound I can put my heart behind—two
things this album didn’t offer. Meager high-
lights include “Satellites” and “She Sells
Sea Shells.”

2/5 
—Joelle Lemieux

Japanese Motors
Japanese Motors
Vice Records

This up and coming Californian band isn’t
the must-listen I cited the Kooks to be, but in
their own way, they’re worth getting to know.
“Single Fins & Safety Pins” the first track off
their self-titled album is totally rocking;
instantly reminiscent of surfboards and tans,
and although it’s raining I feel like I’m
already at the beach. The other tracks tone-
down the bathing suit vibe, falling into a
more contemporary indie/garage/surf sound.
Lead singer (and backup guitarist) Alex Knost
leads the quartet with percussionist Andrew
Atkinson, bassist Chris Vail and lead gui-
tarist Nolan Hall. Knost’s voice is similar to
that of the Strokes’ Julian Casablancas,
dropping yet another name into their well of
“sounds-like.” Subtly inspired by the Beach
Boys, their homegrown Californian charm is
obvious in contrast with Montreal-based
bands (which sound darker, and deal with
less sunny subject matter). Really, Japanese
Motors are to The Strokes what The O.C. was
to One Tree Hill; it’s sunnier, funnier counter-
part (let’s just hope they don’t have the 
same trajectory). Highlights include 

“Single Fins & Safety Pins,” as well as
instrumentals “Pseudo Elitist Vagueness”
and “Interlude.”

3.5/5
—Joelle Lemieux

Arkells
Jackson Square
Dine Alone Records

It’s finally happened; the free-flowing spirit of
1960s America had an indie rock love child
with early-‘90s grunge. And what is the name
of this beautiful union? Arkells; five Hamilton
natives whose talent is so impressive that
you’d expect it had been passed down
through the perfect genes of musical legends
like The Beatles or U2. They possess the rare
capability of inventing a sound that is all their
own, while maintaining melodies and vocals
that are instantly recognizable. It’s hard to
believe that this is their first full-length
album considering the tracks are so fine-
tuned and the progression so smooth. Just lis-
ten to “Oh, The Boss is Coming!” with its
1970s vibe and lyrics like, “There’s no room
for error, so beware, when your ass is on the
line.” Or,  “John Lennon” which has, hands-
down, one of the best choruses of all time:

“I’m John Lennon, In ’67.” Obviously, the writ-
ten word can do no justice to music so multi-
layered, but needless to say check out the
album—all the tracks are rockin’.

4.5/5
—Barbara Pavone

The Spinto Band
Moonwink
Park the Van Records

Filled with highly energized indie pop
throughout, The Spinto Band’s sixth full-
length record is a chilled, laid back and
pleasant experience. That is, if sunshine and
lollipops are your idea of pleasant, you’ll
enjoy their use of piano, kazoos, keyboards
and cute harmonies, repetitively on the
album. A soft verse that turns into a loud
chorus gets old halfway through.
“Needlepoint” stands out the best lyrically: “I
end without a warning, reasonably worn out.
I got the sense that you won’t be too miser-
able.” Their happy-go-lucky music is perfect
for their songs on failing relationships, and
acting like it’s no big deal.

2/5 
—Johnny North

spins

Do you like me? 
Check yes or no
Calling all Juliets, We The Kings play Montreal
• STEPHANIE STEVENSON

“Where we are now, we can die
happy,” said Travis Clark, lead
singer of We The Kings. “I think
that’s the ultimate meaning of
success.” 

For Clark’s band, based out of
small-town Florida, it was never
all about the money or the fame.
In fact, initially, they had never
seen themselves pursuing a full-
time career in music. 

The project began at King
Middle School, the band’s name-
sake, where Clark, guitarist
Hunter Thomsen, bassist Drew
Thomsen and drummer Danny
Duncan started jamming with
each other. Three of the boys had
grown up with each other in ele-
mentary school, and all four were
friends. Which could explain why
they function so well as a band. 

Clark jokingly says that their
goals as teenagers consisted of
attracting girls and partying hard,
but they had no serious intentions
when it came to a future in music.
However, that began to change
when more and more kids started
attending their shows, and labels
began noticing them. 

Eventually, the band realized
that what they wanted most was
to continue making music togeth-

er, and to make a go of it in the
music industry. This led them to
shop around for labels. 

Many record companies saw
huge potential in the wildly ener-
getic and undeniably catchy tunes
produced by the pop rock quartet.
The one that showed the most
interest was S-Curve Records. 

The band were touched by the
professional and personal inter-
est that the indie label took in

them, and quickly realized that S-
Curve was the right label to
choose. From there on in, life
became somewhat of a roller
coaster for the guys. 

They released their self-titled,
full-length debut on Oct. 2, 2007,
and embarked on a national tour
with Boys Like Girls, All Time
Low and The Audition that same
month.

Songs like “Skyway Avenue,”

“Secret Valentine,” and “Check
Yes Juliet” soon had audiences
singing along with Clark and
jumping to the sounds of the
band’s potent riffs and hooks. 

We The Kings continue touring
this fall and winter, this time headlin-
ing across North America with The
Academy Is. They will be playing this
Friday at Le Medley, 1770 rue St-
Denis. Tickets are $23.50.

We The Kings continue to tour North America with The Academy Is.
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Saucy Shakespeare
• BARBARA PAVONE

When asked to describe the rele-
vance of Shakespeare in today’s
world Christopher Moore, who plays
Iago in Persephone Productions’
Othello pauses, “What would you like
me to say?” he laughs. 

Othello is a play filled with themes
that still “plague us today,” he contin-
ued. “Jealousy, betrayal and insecuri-
ties. Shakespeare wrote people as
they were and we haven’t changed.”  

Written in 1603, the centuries
have not taken away from its modern
brashness and power. It is the tale of
a jealous and pompous man, Iago,
who will go to any lengths to find
revenge on Othello, played by Tristan
D. Lalla. 

Iago feels that he has been robbed
of a post he deserves, lieutenant to
Othello, after it is awarded to Cassio,
played by Matthew Raudsepp. 

As in any good Shakespearean
play, turmoil ensues as the villain
sets out to poison the mind of Othello
and everyone around him, seeking
the ultimate revenge. 

The dynamic cast had no problem
bringing the 17th Century characters
to life, with a performance overflow-
ing with passion. Every line was
packed with emotion and delivered
with conviction. 

Othello lit up the stage, driven to
the brinks of madness by his love.
Iago was the embodiment of insanity,
as Moore perfected his character

with thoughtful mannerisms and
careful enunciation. In one scene, the
actor slipped into a mischevious
laugh, a move of pure genius, send-
ing shivers down the audiences’
spines.

The directorial decision to include
dancing, drunken singing and the use
of a fight choreographer for the
recurring brawls, was a great one.
The entire cast immersed themselves
in the action-packed scenes, holding
nothing back. 

During one drunken scrap Cassio
was thrown onto the hard wood floor
and the audience gasped, hearing the
smack resonate through the theatre. 

I later noticed Raudsepp’s knuck-
les bleeding. Kudos.         

The McCord Museum’s Theatre,
seating around 80, offers an intimate
ambience that allows the viewer to be
fully enthralled by the play. 

An honourable mention goes to
the costumes, as they appeared true
both to the period and the characters. 

The set was not elaborate; two
wooden stools and a wooden plat-
form that served to elevate key
speakers. Fancier props would
have been appreciated, but in the
face of such a flawless performance
all is forgiven.

Othello will be running until Nov. 29
at the McCord Museum’s J Armand
Bombardier Theatre, 690 Sherbrooke
Street E. at 8 p.m. Tickets are $26,
$18 for students.

All he needs is an audience... GRAPHIC MOLLY SOWIAK

• JOELLE LEMIEUX

For those of you who
haven’t stumbled across him
on YouTube, Will Ferrell’s fun-
nyordie.com, or L’auberge du
chien noir (a show where he
played the “token” English
guy) Jon Lajoie is pure
comedic genius.

Originally from the South
Shore of Montreal, he is a 2001
graduate from Dawson
College’s theatre program. A
year-and-a-half ago he moved
part-time to L.A. where he just
signed on to HBO: “[I’m]
exclusive to HBO for the next
year.”

Lajoie is famous for his
three to five minute viral
videos on inappropriate sub-
jects: Rapist Glasses, Show Me
Your Genitals, and Be Gay
Today, just to name a few.

He shed some light on my
favourite, Everyday Normal
Guy. “[I] think [rap/hip-hop
is] kind of silly. I made a song
that was kind of the opposite of
that. It took a while for me to
release that. So many comedi-
ans have done that parody:
Weird Al, Adam Sandler, Flight
of the Conchords. When I
played it for my friends they

said to make a video.”
He’s up to way more in L.A.:

“I’m working with the guys at
Funnyordie.com and Gary
Sanchez Productions [to]
develop a pilot for whatever the
Jon Lajoie show would be.”

Lajoie is big time; living it
up in L.A., New York, and occa-
sionally Montreal, but he says
he’s “a bit of a hermit.” 

When he does come home,
Lajoie likes the old Irish Pubs
that litter downtown, as well as
the offerings of St-Denis and
St-Laurent (check out Bar
Bifteck sometime, and maybe
he’ll be there).

So how does a home-town
hermit end up in L.A., if not for
HBO deal-signing and meet-
ings with Adam Mackay? 

“The nature of what I do, I
could do it anywhere. Just, if I
want to expand [I] sort of have
to leave Montreal. […] Creating
your own show or being on a
show, or trying to write scripts
or screenplays in Montreal,
there’s not much of that going

on. […] In L.A., you can shop it
around to thousands of people.
In Montreal you’d have to call
one of three companies, one of
which is CBC.”

Unfortunately, Lajoie and
CBC were not a match-made in
heaven. “You say penis,” they
asked him—oh no. 

But as we all know, HBO is
the black sheep of TV channels,
and for all of those Canadians
who wonder why our talent
goes South (pun only slightly
intended), Lajoie said that the
people from Funnyordie.com
had contacted him long before
anyone in Canada.

So, what’s a comedian to
do? 

Lajoie lives in L.A., and
comes back for gigs in
Montreal, like his hosting of
the upcoming awards show M
for Montreal taking place at
Metropolis this Saturday, 
Nov. 22.

Jon Lajoie will be hosting the
closing show of M for Montreal this
Saturday at Metropolis, 59 Ste-
Catherine Street E., at 8:30 p.m.
He will be joined by Pierre
LaPointe, Karkwa, We Are Wolves,
and Coeur de Pirate. Tickets are
$19.50, $24.50 at the door.

Everyday normal guy?
Montreal’s own Jon Lajoie hits L.A. running

“You say penis?”
—CBC representative 

via Jon Lajoie

Knock-knock weekly
Con U alumni creates new venue for comedians
• PAMELA TOMAN

From homophobic neighbours to the ever-inspired
crotch gag, local comedian John Hastings wants to
make you laugh—and he’ll do it for free.

Hastings, a former theatre student and Concordia
Alumni, spends every Monday night at The Next Door
Pub on the border of NDG and Westmount hosting a
weekly comedy show that seeks to expose some of the
freshest faces in Montreal’s deep well of comedic tal-
ent. 

Hidden away at the corner of Sherbrooke and
Marlowe Street, the new and increasingly popular
comedy venue offers a refreshing alternative for stu-
dents and local residents looking to be entertained
and amused.

“It’s a nice, small environment and it draws people
in from all different wealth brackets,” said Hastings.
He pointed towards the front of the pub to the adjoin-
ing stage, where he and a handful of other stand up
comics try out new and re-sculpted material on a
diverse crowd from around the area.

Frustrated by the lack of stage time offered to
aspiring young comics like himself, the 20-something
comedian launched the free weekly show in an effort
to cater to a broader crowd. 

“Unlike music where [you] can rehearse in your
bedroom and you can say ‘Yeah, this is a really good
song,’ [a comedian] needs an audience.” Adding, the
best way to figure out if his jokes are funny is to wit-

ness the instant reactions he gets from the front rows,
and by watching his peers.

“Montreal is a really vibrant city with a lot of
amazing talent and the problem is there’s only two
clubs where people can come to support us,” he said,
noting the lack of alternative comedy venues beyond
Atwater.

So, tired of foraging for more stage time, Hastings,
along with a group of other young comics wanted to
create a venue where they could learn how to put
together lengthy bits of material in an environment
where they didn’t have a scary comedy club owner
steering their content.

The rest is history, according to Hastings, who said
that “out of complaint came hilarity.” 

The buoyant actor and comedian now spends his
time booking riotous acts from across the country
and trying out his own stand up material on diverse
crowds.

As far as content goes, Hastings says audiences
can expect a “barbecue” of comedic performances
ranging from the sidesplitting rant to the downright
dirty anecdote.  

“It covers the gamut,” he said, “There’s going to be
something for everyone on the table so that anyone
can appreciate it and hopefully everyone does.”

John Hastings hosts Comedy Nights, Mondays at
9:30 p.m. at The Next Door Pub (5175 Sherbrooke
Street O.)



• NORMAN RAVVIN

There is no accounting for how a fiction
writer finds his or her way to the material
that is transformed into something read-
able and alive.

Many writers create or abstract a ver-
sion of themselves in print. But the near-
ness of that literary outcome to the cre-
ator’s life varies.

In the post-war canon, one writer
whose songs of himself seem most naked
and personally revealing is Jack Kerouac.
In the recent publication of The Original
Scroll, an ur-draft of the 1957 novel On the
Road, the reader sees how a series of road
trips Kerouac made between 1949 and
1954 were meticulously recorded in lined
notebooks, one of which Kerouac acknowl-
edged on the inside cover, was “presented
to me by Neal Cassady,” who was the
model for his novel’s main character, Dean
Moriarty.

Kerouac redrafted his journals into the
manuscript that was eventually received
as a breakthrough American novel.
Kerouac’s own revisions, at the prompting
of his editor at Viking, are not part of the
Kerouac myth.

But even if it’s not the case that Kerouac
created the book, like an extended ben-
zedrine-driven bop solo in the course of
three weeks, it’s still clear from his note-
books that he recognized his material as
he was living it, taking the time to get it
down for later reorganization and refine-
ment.

Consider the much more common sce-
nario of writers who miss their material
while it’s in front of them and then have to
scramble to recover it as best they can.
This is the case with a fiction project that’s
presently haunting me.

Throughout my life, from childhood
until a year and a half ago, I was richly
entangled with the doings of an older
cousin, a hard knocks character if there
ever was one, who lived almost all of her
life in downtown Calgary.

A breech birth in the early ‘50s, likely
because of a doctor’s error, she struggled
with cerebral palsy, which affected her use
of an arm and a leg. Add to this a combina-
tion of challenges: a childhood in an era
with little understanding for people we
now refer to as “persons with disabilities,”
an alcoholic father who ran out on his fam-
ily; a bipolar mother who was periodically
institutionalized.

During one of her mother’s absences,
for reasons I could never understand, my
cousin was herself institutionalized in
what was, at the time, the facility of last
resort at Ponoka, Alberta.

In the 1990s, following her mother’s
death, my cousin hit a kind of equilibrium.
She lived alone in an apartment tower in
downtown Calgary. This was before the
recent boom and the neighbourhood,
though in the shadow of the city’s corpo-
rate towers, was affordable.

She found a companion with whom she
spent a great deal of time, and she was
very nearly independent. My visits and
phone calls gave me the impression—too
upbeat a reading it turned out—that
things would remain this way.

During these good years my cousin
would often say to me, enthusiastically
but not without irony, “Norman, you
should make a movie about us.” And I’d
think, without fail, “that is the last thing I
want to do.”

Since my cousin’s death I’ve thought
again and again, not only that a movie
would have been well worth the effort, but

that I want to write her back into the
world.

Now it’s all a memory game. I have
photos and the neat typewritten letters
she sent me, until a decade ago, poked out
on her manual machine—usually two
paragraphs long, her name signed in ink
at the bottom. But these don’t convey the
particular roughness and wit of her voice,
her sly way with an insult and her compul-
sive story-telling habit. 

Since I’m not in command of anything
close to a picture-perfect memory, my

cousin’s edge and peculiarities return to
me in fragments.

I walk, nostalgic, through her Calgary
neighbourhood and note down the names
of the idiosyncratic local businesses that
seem to conjure her—the Dakota Deli,
where the sandwich man had for some
reason banned her companion; Royal
Canadian Pizza and Fried Chicken; the

Walk-In Closet; and Self-Help, a social
hall-cum-social service where my cousin
sometimes went and sometimes refused to
go because, “everyone is just depressed
there.”

I make lists in my head of our travels
together and the conversations that
ensued: her wish that I’d share a cigarette
to draw me into her ever-shrinking smok-
er’s circle; her repeated musings—semi-
philosophical—about which was worse,
“that your dad died or that my mom went
crazy”; my efforts to help her find a den-
tist to deal with a tooth that had been
pulled but never replaced; then, in her
final months, a disastrous medical col-
lapse that seemed at the time to come out
of nowhere but now is more clearly an out-
come of medical mistakes and a kind of
fatigue with the challenges of her life.

You could say that enough is recover-
able to bring the life back on the page, but
think of how much is lost. What if I’d
received a notebook, Kerouac-style, pre-
sented to me by my cousin to capture her
as I saw her, aiming for the same clarity of
detail and feeling that Kerouac employed
in characterizing his great friend Neal
Cassady?

She wanted it done. But I had other
things on my mind. 

Norman Ravvin teaches Canadian Jewish
Studies in the Department of Religion at
Concordia. His most recent novel, Lola by
Night, appeared in Serbian translation last
year. His story collection, Sex, Skyscrapers
and Standard Yiddish won the Ontario Arts
Council Emerging Artist Award. He is at work
on a novel set in contemporary Poland.

A writer’s work is never done. GRAPHIC MADELINE COLEMAN
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A writer’s material
Taking inspiration
from real life, 
and death

Since my cousin’s death I’ve thought again and again, 
not only that a movie would have been well worth the effort, 
but that I want to write her back into the world.
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The Conversation
Lit Writ
• R. BRIAN HASTIE

Tape found at site A on March
8th. Tape labeled as “Convo 3.”

Transcript as follows.
NOTE: Tape damage means

certain parts are intelligible. Only
clear parts transcribed.

TAPE BEGINS // Kevin:
[...]what is this? He put relish on
here, and I told him not to.

Ryan: Why do you hate relish?
Kevin: I just don't like the

taste. It doesn't taste like pickles.
They do something to the pickles
when they make it into relish. I
really do like pickles. Hate relish.
Blech.

3:45 // Kevin: So my dad got
drunk at his friend's house, tried
to make his way home in the mid-
dle of the night while completely
smashed, apparently.

Ended up falling asleep down
by the riverfront and was awoken
the next morning by police, ask-
ing him what was going [on]. I
don't know exactly what, I guess
they told him to go home and
leave. And then he tried to man-
age his way home, it was now
light, he had managed to stumble
home, it was now the morning.

Ryan: [to someone in the dis-
tance] Can we get some ketchup?

Kevin [cont'd]: And then my
mom, who was waiting for the bus
to go to work, um... Her friend, I
guess she was my mom's friend,
the one she was waiting with,
pointed out across the street,
um...

Wait, actually she asked, “isn't
that [your husband]?” as he

drunkenly stumbled down the
street and was waving to my
mom. I guess after the waving and
my mom's friend pointing him
out, she did acknowledge him.
Sigh.

7:59 // Kevin: He got drunk
and smashed my globe. My, uh,
fuck... What's the big word?
World globe? He just put a huge
hole in it. Even he regretted it
after he sobered up. Because he
liked that globe. It was a cool
globe.

10:42 // Ryan: So do we pay
the bill here? Or do we give it to
the waiter-slash-chef? I guess we
pay it at the cash.

23:53 // Kevin: My dad and
the local grocery dude used to get
into fights all the time. It was
super awkward. One time my dad
bought bad meat and he tried
returning it and [the grocer]
wouldn't accept it. I was probably
12 or 13. One day we went into the
grocery store and he was wearing
a big coat, and it was... It wasn't
hardcore winter yet, but he put
three cans of their finest tuna or
salmon, I don't know, into his
coat. I was like “Dad, what're you
doing?” and he was like “Fuck it.
Come with me.” And we didn't get
caught.

34:11 // Ryan:...I thought she
was real. I cracked that fucking
case. Turns out it was her cousin.
Shit's fucked up, man. The
Internet will fuck you up and
make you wonder. She was a sin-
gle... I don't know if she was a
mom or an aunt or something. I
don't know. But fuck it. That was
some Law and Order shit.

Kevin: So you never saw her
titties?

Ryan: Definitely did not see
any titties.

Kevin: That sucks. Always ask
for pics. That's what I do.

42:51 // Kevin [cont'd]: ...And
that's why he told me wearing a
condom was bad.

47:43 // Kevin: So my dad had
this coworker who lived near their
place of work, and one day my
dad went over there for lunch,
just because it was close. And they
had just finished eating lunch,
and [my dad's coworker] turned
on the TV and there was porn.
There were, uh.... 10 to 15 guys
jerking off into a giant bowl and
then having an Asian, or maybe
he wasn't that specific, and uh,
yeah... Let's... You know what
happens next.

Ryan: No I don't.

Kevin:...And then she contin-
ued to ingest the contents of the
bowl. And my dad was genuinely
disgusted, I think.

Ryan: How old were you when
your dad told you this?

Kevin: I was probably 12 or 13.
Ryan: Why did he tell you?
Kevin: I don't know. He used

to always tell me stories like that.
I guess he was really open... I was
his only son. I guess I thought he
wouldn't want to tell my sister or
my mom. It was like life training.
Life experience.

52:39 // Ryan [cont'd]: ...And
then I had to buy new pants
because the old ones were way
beyond repair and covered in
puke and shit. Literally shit. And I
had to pick glass out of my 
foot like I was in some shitty 
version of Die Hard. I'm never
flying again.

59:31 // Ryan [cont'd]: ...And
that's when we fought the lep-
rechaun. Shit was just weird all-
around for a long time after that, I
think.

67:31 // Ryan: So why did
these stories never come out?

Kevin: Honestly, it's because I
thought the more people I told the
more I thought Child Services
would come get us. I mean, it's
not like he ever beat us. It's not as
bad as it sounds.

SILENCE FROM 71:00 to
90:00

TAPE ENDS AT 90:00
Catalogued under:
“Uncategorized,”
“Conversational,”
“Irrelevant.”

To submit your fiction or poetry
to the Lit Writ column, email
them to lit@thelink.concordia.ca

GRAPHIC POPPY DESCLOUDS

• ALEXANDRA MURPHY

Award-winning Irish authour Anne
Enright has a new collection of short sto-
ries, entitled Yesterday’s Weather. These
stories, never published before in Canada,
were written over the past 19 years and are
arranged in reverse chronological order.

Enright finds pleasure in this arrange-
ment because of its transformative effect.

“I may be the only one who is laughing,
but it is a great and private joke to see
myself getting younger—shedding pounds
and wrinkles, gaining in innocence and
affectation—as the pages turn,” writes the
author in the introduction.

Like James Joyce’s Dubliners,
Yesterday’s Weather provides an
overview of life in Ireland by introducing
its readers to a diverse set of characters.
However, unlike Joyce’s tale, Enright’s

account deals with a more cosmopolitan
and modern-day Ireland. Instead of being
insular, the country thrives because of its
multiculturalism and booming economy.

But Enright doesn’t romanticize life in
the Emerald Isle. Instead of portraying the
country as the mythical land of fairies and
leprechauns, her description of Ireland
and its inhabitants is at times bleak and
brutally honest.

The author often pokes fun at her roots.
In “Indifference,” she writes: “Irish people
had no weather at all apart from the vague
shifts from damp to wet, and they talked
history like it was happening down the
road. They also sang quite a bit and were
depressingly ethnic.”

Some readers may find her treatment of
Ireland harsh, but she is not biased. The
author depicts other places and people as
being equally as dysfunctional and defi-

cient. Stories like “Switzerland” and
“Pillow” explore how people fail to under-
stand one another because of cultural
divides.

Enright also doesn’t discriminate
between Ireland’s urban and rural centres.
Both small-town folk and Dublin city
slickers are examined under the critical
lens.

In “The Bad Sex Weekend,” Sligo is
referred to as a place “where you could
rot, or you could run.” Meanwhile, in
Dublin “they’re always only joking, even in
bed. Until you leave—then they stand out-
side your window in the middle of the
night screaming and throwing bottles.”

Overall, the collection focuses on every-
day life to expose suffering and isolation.
The author makes the mundane meaning-
ful and often highlights the plight of
women. Stories like “Caravan” and

“Yesterday’s Weather” deal with young
mothers in crisis. The women struggle
with their familial duties and feel bur-
dened by others’ expectations.

Although the collection deals with dark
topics such as loss and yearning, it is an
engrossing read, especially for anyone who’s
been to Ireland in the last couple of years.
The thought-provoking tales resonate with
readers because of their accurate portrayal
of love, family and community.

Yesterday’s Weather
Anne Enright
Grove Press
September 2008
320 pp
$24.00

The Emerald Isle according to Enright
Yesterday’s Weather reveals another side of Ireland
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Hurrying-hard in Ottawa 
• DAVID MCCLELLAND, 

THE FULCRUM 

(UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA)

OTTAWA (CUP) – It’s
Sunday evening, a time when
most university students are
enjoying their last night off
before class the next morning.
But I found myself doing some-
thing different. 

I found myself sliding down
the ice at the Ottawa Curling
Club taking in the club’s
University and College League.

Curling, for the uninitiated, is
a medieval Scottish sport that
involves sliding granite rocks
down a sheet of specially pre-
pared ice towards a circular tar-
get. It has almost inexplicably
become one of Canada’s most
popular and iconic sports, played
and watched by thousands from
coast-to-coast. 

I’ve been curling since I was
young, spurred on by my par-
ents—both curlers for as long as I
can remember. Though until last
Sunday, it had been quite a while
since I’d curled. 

My fellow curlers on the other
hand? Well, let’s just say they
were a little green.

Thankfully, everyone at the
Ottawa Curling Club was
extremely welcoming. We
weren’t quite sure what to expect
going in, but Earl Washburn, a
fourth-year political science stu-
dent at Carleton University and
league governor, was more than
happy to include us, and gave a
quick lesson to our two curling
newbies.

And with that, we were off,
thrown into one of the three
games played that night. The
league switches the teams every
week, with players accumulating

points individually throughout
the season, which means that
new arrivals never feel like they
have to awkwardly break into a
pre-existing set of teams.

Throughout the three games,
curling talent of all levels was on
display. Experienced curlers did-
n’t hesitate to help out new play-
ers; I noticed tips and advice
being dispensed on a regular
basis in all three games. Of the
three teams that we were on, only
mine won, which wasn’t neces-
sarily a bad thing for my col-
leagues—it’s traditional in curl-
ing for the winning team to buy
the losing team’s post-
game drinks.

This leads into one of curling’s
greatest appeals: the social
aspect. Everyone I talked to
agreed that it was one of the best
parts of the game.

“Last year, I met all these peo-
ple that are here today, and I’ve
made excellent friends,” said
Lynn Guy, a fourth-year
University of Ottawa nursing stu-
dent and a curler for 11 years. 

“On the ice, you get to talk to
your team and the other team.
It’s a game with a lot of respect;
you wish a good game to the
other team, and compliment
them on their shots.”

It’s certainly a distinctive
atmosphere. The Ottawa Curling

Club, like most curling clubs, has
a bar area built-in that quickly
fills after the games, as dozens of
students sit to chat.

That’s exactly the sort of thing
that the three year-old league
wants to see.

“[The idea of the league is] to
get young people involved in the
sport, which is really big,” said
Washburn. “It’s been fairly suc-
cessful.

“Last year we had over 40
[participants]. We’re down this
year, [but] we have a lot of new
people,” Washburn added.

As for my companions, one
would like it to be noted that he
only fell twice—and only once on
the ice—before he even con-
sumed any alcohol. The other
would like it noted that after con-
suming his post-loss beer, 
curling became his new 
favourite sport.

Going, going, gone
Former Stingers captain Stephanie Ramonas 
will not return to the basketball court this season
• JOHNNY NORTH

Compared to last year’s
Concordia Stingers women’s bas-
ketball squad, the current squad
has a major presence missing
offensively and defensively—
their ex-captain, Stephanie
Ramonas.

“I’m not playing, not at all this
season,” she told The Link last
Saturday during Con U’s game
against l’Université du Québec à
Montréal Citadins. Even though
the Portland, Maine native has
one year of eligibility left with the
Stingers, Ramonas, a Sociology
student, has decided to end her
tenure with the team that started
in the 2004-2005 campaign.

“She’s finishing up her
degree,” said Keith Pruden, head
coach of the Stingers.
“Sometimes people just have
enough of basketball […] there’s
no more basketball left in them.
I’ve never tried to convince
someone to play. If you don’t
want to play, you probably
shouldn’t.”

While Pruden admits he
would love to have her on the
team, if she does not want to play
this year or ever again he accepts
her decision. This is not the first
time a player has left Pruden’s
squad before they ran out their

eligibility: “I know people that
finish their careers and never
touch a basketball ever again.” 

Ramonas was not only a
leader in the dressing room, but
was a leader on offence and
defence. Last year, she was the
squad’s most valuable player,
was 14th in the country in both
scoring and field goal percent-
age, third in the country for
steals and was sixth in the league
in most minutes played, more
than any other Con U player last
year.

“I think the veterans were dis-
appointed that she didn’t come
back,” said Pruden. “There’s even
days when I want to quit too. I
don’t think there are any hard
feelings. I don’t think she has any
regrets about her career, I’m sure
she would have liked to accom-
plish more.” 

“At first I was disappointed
because she’s a big defensive
player,” said Yasmin Jean-
Philippe, a third-year Stingers
guard. “She’s a good player I miss
her a bit. We have to find a way
around it […] we don’t think
about it. We think about what we
have and we build on that.”

“I think she made a good deci-
sion for herself,” Pruden admit-
ted. “Sometimes it’s just over.”

—with files from Ion Etxebarria

Trying your hand at one of Canada's favourite games

Former Stingers forward Stephanie Ramonas will no longer be patrolling the paint for Con U. PHOTO ION ETXEBARRIA

It’s traditional in curling 
for the winning team to buy 
the losing team’s post-game drinks.
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Home Away
scoreboard

Concordia 89

Record

1-1-0

5-6-0

1-1-0

1-7-0McGill 16

UQAM 80

Concordia 1

Ryerson 3 Concordia 2

Concordia 70 UQAM 59

vs. RMC
vs. Queen’s

vs. Laval
@ Laval

vs. St F.X 
vs. Dalhousie

vs. Laval
@ Laval

Friday, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, 2 p.m

Friday, 6 p.m
Saturday, 6 p.m

Saturday, 5:30 p.m
Sunday, 11:45 p.m

Friday, 6 p.m.
Saturday, 8 p.m

Who When
schedule

Men’s hockey

Women’s Baskeball

Women’s Hockey

Men’s Basketball

Men’s hockey

Women’s Hockey

Women’s Basketball

Men’s Basketball UQAM 75 Concordia 60

Toronto 4 Concordia 2

UQAM 65 Concordia 59

Tragic defeat at McGill

• PAOLO MINGARELLI

Concordia 1
McGill 16

On a dark and rainy November
afternoon, Concordia showed up
in front of defending and unde-
feated champions the McGill
Martlets in what wound up as the
largest loss of the season for the
women’s hockey team. 

The top line for McGill put
together a total of 17 points
including five goals from leading
goal scorer Andrée Leclerc-Auger
and two goals and five assists

from Ann-Sophie Bettez. 
The Martlets came out flying

in the first and the Stingers did
not manage to keep up with the
pace. Although the play was
mainly concentrated in the
Concordia zone, the Stingers did
not back down.

The momentum that McGill
was building finally took over
when Concordia caught a tripping
penalty. It was during this power-
play that the Martlets started the
onslaught with their first goal on
a tic-tac-toe play in the slot.

Another penalty occurred in

the first period, and the McGill
squad managed to turn it in their
favour, giving the Martlets a 2-0
lead at the break. Stingers head
coach Les Lawton brought up the
first period as one of the few
bright spots in the game. “We
played pretty good in the first,
but then gave them too much
space.” 

The second period was com-
pletely dominated by McGill as
they put six goals by the Stingers
squad. This led to a goalie change
for Concordia. It was only in the
third that Con U finally broke the

shutout as Kelly Feehan was on
the side of the net for a rebound
that came from a powerful shot
by Maggie MacNeil. 

“Every week we’re working […]
our line proved that we won’t give
up no matter what,” said Feehan
when asked about the game. 

This goal at the beginning of
the period only seemed to fuel
McGill’s desire to humiliate the
Stingers—they scored seven goals
in the third frame, leaving the
Stingers feeling as battered and
bruised as the puck. 

Coach Lawton had a few choice

words regarding McGill’s coach-
ing and the lack of sportsmanship
displayed, in view of such a
tremendous lead. 

“They always had their best
players on, […] it is disrespectful
to us and we’re disappointed they
did what they did.” 

Concordia will get a break from
league play when they play the Saint
Mary’s Huskies along with St. Francis
Xavier and Dalhousie. All games will
be played at the Ed Meagher Arena
starting on Friday and ending 
on Sunday.

The referee fetches yet another goal from the net of the Stingers. PHOTO ION ETXEBARRIA

“They always had their best players on,
[...] it is disrespectful to us and we’re
disappointed they did what they did.”

—Les Lawton, Stingers head coach

Ann-Sophie Bettez scores team record seven points 
in third-highest single game total, extend Martlets’ winning streak to 29
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Damian leads the way
Men’s basketball team start season with a win against rivals UQAM

• DIEGO PELAEZ GAETZ

Concordia 89
UQAM 80

The crowd at Concordia’s Loyola
Gym was treated to an encouraging
sign of things to come for the high-
ly touted men’s basketball team, as
the Stingers dispatched the visiting
UQAM Citadins 89-80 in their first
regular season game.

The game followed a promising
pre-season tour of the United
States for Con U. “We played three
of the four teams on the trip [com-
petitively], and three out of the four
teams we played are picked to win
their divisions,” said Stingers coach
John Dore. 

“It was a really nice atmosphere
for the guys to play in front of
8,000 people rather than 800 peo-
ple here. You get better by playing
better competition, and we’re
tougher now.”

Both teams came out ready to
play in the season-opener. The
Stingers started aggressively
pressed the Citadins defensively,
causing confusion and turnovers by
the visitors.

UQAM freshman sensation Adil
El Makssoud wasn’t fazed—the tal-
ented young point guard kept the
Citadins ahead after the first quar-
ter. The 6 -foot-4 El Makssoud used

his size to get shots over Con U’s
guards, as he converted on a three-
pointer and an impressive
bankshot in the first 10 minutes to
give UQAM a 20-18 lead.

The teams kept trading back and
forth in the second quarter.
Stingers centre Jamal Gallier
imposed his will inside, as the
Citadins didn’t have anybody who
could deal with the 6-foot-7, 270
lbs. behemoth in the low post. He
finished the game with 14 points,
six rebounds and two steals.

Despite Gallier’s presence,
UQAM matched the Stingers bas-
ket for basket throughout the sec-
ond quarter. Con U went into the
half with the lead thanks to last
year’s leading scorer, Damian
Buckley, who forced his way to the
foul line for two shots before
exploding to the rim and finishing
with a sweet floater right before
halftime.

Buckley continued the surge in
the second half, as the Stingers
started to pull away from their
opponents. He scored from all over
the floor, as he knocked down a
three-pointer, a mid-range jump-
shot and a lay-up preceded by a
dazzling head-fake to help the
Stingers build a lead. 

He capped off the quarter with a
mind-boggling, reach-around

layup while trapped under the bas-
ket to give the Stingers a 71-63 lead.

“We just focused in more,
played team defence and boxed
out,” said Buckley about the
Stingers’ surge.

The Citadins couldn’t turn it
around in the final quarter. Con U’s
defence continued to stifle them,
and the play of Makssoud wasn’t
enough to keep the visitors close,
despite his 16 points on the night.

Buckley put the finishing touch-
es on the victory, as he hit an off-
balance jumpshot and a huge layup
while being fouled to give the
Stingers an insurmountable 84-70
lead with just under 3 minutes
remaining. 

“Even though we didn’t play
particularly well, we just gutted it
out,” said Buckley. “We know we’re
more skilled, they’re just big and
aggressive.”

Buckley finished the game with
a game-high 31 points and seven
rebounds.

Despite the impressive finish of
last year’s team, who were defeat-
ed in the provincial championship
game, Coach Dore likes this team
better. “Hopefully, we’ll have
more depth and experience this
year,” said Dore. “They played
well, and when we got the lead, we
protected it.”

Stingers can’t stay undefeated
• DIEGO PELAEZ GAETZ

Concordia 60
UQAM 75

Concordia’s men’s basketball team
couldn’t maintain the momentum from
their home opener losing 75-60 on the
road to the UQAM Citadins.

Both teams came out sluggish in this
game, as the Stingers seemed flustered by
UQAM’s aggressive pressure defence. The
first quarter ended with the Citadins lead-
ing 10-6.

The floodgates opened in the second
quarter, as UQAM’s defensive pressure
continued to confuse the Stingers. The
team’s frustration boiled over with a tech-
nical foul to coach John Dore over a ques-
tionable foul call on guard Decee Krah.

Citadins forward Neil Ze Mbo caused
havoc for the Stingers defence in the first
half. He stretched the defence with his
three-point shooting ability, knocking
down two early shots to keep Con U hon-
est. UQAM hit four of their 11 three-point
attempts on the night, and led 25-18 at
halftime.

Things only got worse for Con U in the
second half, with Citadins freshman guard
Adil El Makssoud taking control of the
game. Makssoud came out of the gate fir-

ing, piling up seven points in the first five
minutes of the half.

Makssoud didn’t stop there, as he
drained a three-pointer to give the
Citadins a 22-point lead, and finished the
quarter with a nifty back-door alley-oop to
give UQAM a 56-32 lead at the end of the
third quarter.

“The guys weren’t up to the challenge
today,” said Stingers guard Damian
Buckley.

Despite the deficit, the Stingers seemed
more confident coming out for the final
quarter. Con U managed to whittle the lead
to 15 points on a three-pointer by first-year
guard Hamza Ruhezamihigo midway
through the final frame.

Makssoud stepped up again for the
Citadins, as he stopped the Stingers’ rally
with two straight lay-ups to secure the vic-
tory. He finished the game with 24 points,
seven rebounds and four assists.

“We always have trouble here [at
UQAM],” said Buckley. “It’s a different
kind of atmosphere here. They came with
the pressure, and some guys buckled.”

“We just figured that we were better
than we were,” said Stingers centre Jamal
Gallier. “Our defence has just been lacking
lately, and we need to fix it or it’s gonna be
a long season.” Dwayne Buckley (black jersey) tries to get by UQAM defenders. PHOTO ION ETXEBARRIA

James Clark (#5) goes for a lay-up. PHOTO ION ETXEBARRIA

UQAM responds to loss by thoroughly outplaying visiting Con U
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• CHRISTOPHER OLSON

He proved that dinosaurs
shouldn’t be brought back from the
dead, that time travelling spaceships
and the human subconscious
shouldn’t mix, that second-hand
smoke is harmless and that aliens
caused global warming.

Indeed, the last few years of
Michael Crichton’s life took quite a
dramatic turn with the author’s very
public skepticism of global warm-
ing, and his repeated references to
environmentalism as a “religion”
and not something based in real sci-
ence.

He was mocked as a science-fic-
tion writer—someone who makes a
living making stuff up—by promi-
nent environmentalists like Al Gore
for his 2005 novel, State of Fear.
Gore did not take kindly to a book
about intrepid explorers investigat-
ing the scientific basis for global
warming, only to find that the hype
didn’t match the data.

Crichton’s name, regrettably, has
become a dirty word, not unlike that
of Bjorn Lomborg, author of The
Skeptical Environmentalist, whose
reasonable skepticism Crichton
argued was shut out of public debate
because he failed to follow the lead-
ing mantra of global warming fore-
casts.

But how could this have hap-
pened? How could someone who so
greatly understood our fears about
environmental catastrophe and the
dangers of messing around with
nature—scientists always ask “can
they” said Crichton, but rarely
“should they”— condemn the same

people who would be most receptive
to that message?

Was Crichton simply complex,
irreducibly complex perhaps, or a
provocateur? Was he able to detect
the manipulation of science more
acutely than the scientifically illiter-
ate masses he taught with his books?

One doesn’t have to delve deep
into Crichton’s work to see a pattern
of man versus nature emerge. The
follies of man’s will to pervert nature
resonates within many of his most
popular books, most famously
Jurassic Park. 

In arguably his most well-known
piece of fiction, Crichton reveals that
the world was anything but a peace-
ful Eden before the appearance of
man, but instead a frighteningly
hostile realm unlike the utopian
ideal held by environmentalists.

Crichton’s views on nature are
actually less like those of sentimen-
talist Steven Spielberg, and more
like those of Werner Herzog’s fatal-
istic and dark depictions of nature’s
ferocity, as represented in Grizzly
Man.

“I have the impression by simple
observations that there is no harmo-
ny in Mother Nature,” said Herzog.

Herzog’s words echoed
Crichton’s own sentiments about
nature. “The romantic view of the
natural world as a blissful Eden is
only held by people who have no
actual experience of nature,” said
Crichton, “it is a harsh, powerful,
and unforgiving world, that most
urban westerners have never experi-
enced.”

It is that less friendly side of
nature—not produced by man’s

tampering with the natural ecosys-
tem, but the blood sport that is sur-
vival of the fittest—that made his
work so provocative and at the same
time so accessible to readers world-
wide.

Crichton blended the iceberg-
like pace of scientific progress with
the twists and turns of a block-
buster movie, infusing imagination
into our understanding of science.
And yet, the result has been that
few people nowadays can tell the
difference between outrageous
speculation and real science.

“The greatest challenge facing
mankind,” said Crichton, “is the
challenge of distinguishing reality
from fantasy, truth from propagan-
da.” Which just might extend to
Crichton’s own fantastic works of
fiction, although to be honest, no
one ever seriously proposed cloning
ancient reptilians.

Crichton called Carl Sagan and
Paul Erlich some of the most media-
savvy scientists of their generation,
not unlike Crichton himself. And yet
their mastery at manipulating the
media into accepting their pes-
simistic predictions has received
some of Crichton’s harshest scorn.
In particular, their dubious
advancement of the notion of
nuclear winter, a concept that struck
a chord with people despite lack of
scientific evidence.

Crichton really was the Carl

Sagan of our time, that is to say, he
educated the public on many issues
ranging from genetics to advances in
computer technology and inspired
countless numbers of people to pur-
sue careers in those fields. But by
igniting our imaginations and
inventing scientifically reasonable
arguments for otherwise preposter-
ous and far-fetched scenarios,
Crichton may bear some of the
blame for the rise of bad science.

Some of the eulogies for
Crichton’s passing came from
unusual circles; the creationist
crowd at the Discovery Institute
being among his mourners.

But how could someone whose
work dealt so greatly with genetics
and evolution be praised by the
same people who deny evolution-
ary theory and whose views on the
origin of man are closer to
Christian dogma than any advocate

for environmentalism?
Their praise, it seems, was

because of Crichton’s attacks on
consensus-based science. Crichton
argued that some of the greatest sci-
entific revolutionaries failed to gain
the consensus of their peers during
their own lifetimes, leaving room for
advocates of fringe science to
manoeuvre. The fellows at the
Discovery Institute still hold out
hope that the result could be a para-
digm shift on the level of scientific
revolutionaries towards creation-
ism—Charles Darwin in reverse.

It’s not hard to see other reasons
why fringe science might adore
Crichton; he famously sat down with
President Bush for a discussion on
climate change. Crichton emerged
with a favourable view of the man
many blame for putting a halt to cli-
mate change preparedness.

Crichton’s opinions on which
politicians are more pro-science
seems to run the reverse of popular
opinion. As the 43rd president
preyed on public anxiety about
weapons of mass destruction to
wage a war and remained dis-
turbingly calm in the face of mount-
ing climate change evidence, the real
practitioner of fear-based politics,
according to Crichton, was Al Gore.

Crichton passed away from can-
cer on Nov. 4, the same day that a
Democrat was returned to office
against an opposition team who
ridiculed everything from fruit-fly
research, which has taught us much
of what we know about autism
today; to the DNA sequencing of
grizzly bears, which may actually
result in them being taken off the
endangered species list. 

And yet for all that trouble, the
head of the Environmental
Protection Agency may soon be
filled by one of the most egregiously
misinformed individuals in contem-
porary American politics, Robert F.
Kennedy Jr., who has claimed that
thimerosal, an ingredient in com-
mon vaccinations, leads to autism
despite lack of scientific evidence.

The mere mention of Kennedy’s
name is sad proof that Crichton may
have been right all along.

“It is now time for us to make a
major shift in our thinking about the
environment,” said Crichton, “simi-
lar to the shift that occurred around
the first Earth Day in 1970.”

For all his attacks on the organ-
ized “religion” of environmentalism,
Crichton really was an old school
environmentalist, and not the junk
science-fiction flunky that others
have made a habit of calling him.

In a world haunted by the spectre
of global warming and ecological
collapse, it doesn’t hurt to take a
moment to second guess the science
that brought us so close to facing our
own mortality. In fact, it may hurt a
lot less than the alternative.

“The greatest challenge facing mankind is the
challenge of distinguishing reality from fantasy...”

—Michael Crichton

A candle in a 
demon-haunted 

world
Michael Crichton’s last stand
in support of hard science
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• MICHAEL SABELLI

It’s hard to travel to the
Galapagos. The chain of islands is
nearly 1,000 kilometers away from
mainland Ecuador, which is itself
not the most accessible of countries. 

In this time of looming deadlines
and garbled essays, I find eerie sim-
ilarities between traveling to isolat-
ed islands and finding motivation
to study. The benefit of the
Galapagos is that it provides a con-
stant inspiration to acquire knowl-
edge. The breathtaking beauty of
the islands and their extraordinary
creatures trigger philosophical
thought in an environment that
promotes thinking.

While making my way through
the islands, I discovered an under-
lying philosophy that the local natu-
ralist guides shared. Theirs was an
ancient education, well versed in
physics, geology, oceanography,
biology, astronomy, geography, lan-
guages, history, and politics. The
main man of the archipelago per-
sonified their education: Charles
Darwin.  

If knowledge is absolute, then
everything is intertwined. The
Galapagos is an immensely diverse
and endemic environment that has
gone undisturbed by human behav-
ior for the vast majority of its histo-
ry—it was only put on the map for
good in 1570.

While observing the volcanic
islands, the climate, the cold waters
rich with life, and the animals and
plants that have prospered on
them, one comes to conclude that
life is interdependent and that pos-
sibilities are endless. Just as the
fields covering these subjects
should be.

University is set up to train stu-
dents to perform specialized jobs in
the workforce, not to develop intel-
lectual capacity. Degrees dictate

what you’re going to be, at least for
many of us who cannot escape
labels; some of us don’t even realize
or care.

Why can’t we read A Painted
Bird within its historical context,
including the political implications,
in order to appreciate the literary
aspect? Being able to connect the
dots of distinct fields would lead to
the type of knowledge that could
make us wise; but that is not the
goal of modern education.  

Darwin only had a few weeks in
the Galapagos and yet still managed
to enlighten us with his Origin of
Species. He did so by applying
everything he ever learnt to what he
observed. By doing so he was able
to reason the theory of evolution—it
was as monumental as Galileo’s
observations in space. 

By observing the pioneer ani-
mals and plants of the Galapagos,
Darwin noted that they adapted to
their new environment in ways that
broke them off from their ancestors
and formed new chains of species.

There are nine different species
of Darwin’s finches, all adapted
specifically to suit their dietary
preference and location in the
archipelago. There is even a finch
that will use a twig as a tool to prod
insects out of their hiding spots. It
was assumed that only monkeys
and humans used tools. 

Four of the islands are populat-
ed, which helps us understand the
relationship of the Galapagos as a
province of Ecuador compared to
that of a protected natural park.
Even though 90 per cent of the area
is protected, local fisherman are
still allowed to fish in this delicate

ecosystem. That’s democracy for
you: restrict the masses, permit the
few and conquer nature.

The islands are young in geolog-
ical terms, ranging from a million to
three million years old. There is a
hot spot of volcanic activity in the
west where newer islands are
formed. The islands move east with
the tectonic plates towards the con-
tinent, finally bringing the most
eastern islands to the bottom of the
ocean. In this way the Galapagos is
forever being rejuvenated. 

Perhaps that’s a good thing, as
human activity has already brought
about changes to the natural envi-
ronment. From the first document-
ed arrival of the Bishop of Panama
in 1535 when he dubbed the islands,
“hell on Earth,” to the pirates,
whalers and settlers, they all left
their mark.

Higher learning is more than
what high people jokingly call uni-
versity, but what role are students
supposed to play? As it stands, most
of us strive to get an intellectually
adequate paper, hoping for a well
paying job. What ever happened to
expanding our intellect and further
paving the path of the pursuit of
knowledge? 

My guess is society doesn’t want
a majority of smart people.

I had to go to the Galapagos to
get a deeper insight into my learn-
ing capabilities and potential. Each
walk was an excursion into curiosi-
ty, fuelled by observations, faith in
my insight and a mind intent on
rational conclusions. All of these
are out of vogue in our fast paced
world of slow-minded entertain-
ment, and our schools have led the
charge towards the bottom.

The timeless Galapagos islands
are more than just a spot of
unspoiled nature; they are a cri-
tique of the dumbing down of main-
land civilization.

Humanity in Darwin’s garden
Sabelli finds our potential in the Galapagos

• ALEX OSTER

Dear Ms. Woodworth,
I would like to officially wel-

come you to our university and
kindly offer you these modest
suggestions. I believe they rep-
resent our most pressing insti-
tutional needs and hope you
will deal with them in the order
that follows.

1. Engagement and 
consensus building:

Your consultations and
roundtables are a good start,
but many campus groups you’ve
only begun to acquaint yourself
with need to be consulted when
it comes time to make deci-
sions.

Concordia’s adverse fiscal
position is a matter of public
knowledge and in your many
statements, Ms. President,
you’ve alluded to the idea that
Concordia’s financing—read:
tuition—“needs to be
reassessed” (The Gazette,
30/10/08). I implore you to
make these assessments as pub-
lic as possible, not only to
ensure accountability, but also
to build a sense of ownership
and responsibility throughout
our campus community.

2. Outreach through 
the arts and innovation:

Strive to make Concordia the
innovative, cultural bastion it
has every right to be by encour-
aging student engagement on
campus through course credit
and work-experience incen-
tives.

Tap the creative power of the
Fine Arts department to beauti-
fy our campus and buildings.
The city of Montreal is actively
encouraging public art, why not
pick up this mantle and give our
young artists some exposure?

Cash in on the human capital
of our engineering department
by asking them to work closer
with the university’s staff to
reinvent our institution. Could
we power our buildings by spin-
ning a turbine with the tread-
mills and exercise bikes in Le
Gym? Could we provide an out-
let for the overflow of musical
talent by holding public con-
certs? 

If Concordia unleashes the
true extent of its human devel-
opment, the sky is the limit.

3. Distinctiveness at the
downtown campus: 

The renovation of Norman
Bethune’s statue at the corner of
Guy and de Maisonneuve is a step
towards carving out an identifi-
able Quartier Concordia.
However, for a university with
sustainability as a key strategic
objective, we have little to no
green space at the SGW campus.

Empower initiatives like
Greening Mackay and Sustainable
Concordia to help craft a recogniz-
able and green campus, distinct
from its urban surroundings.

4. Schools of law 
and sustainability:

A handful of faculty, staff, and
students are currently working on
the creation of minor programs
for Sustainability and Law and
Society. I urge you to heartily sup-
port these new programs with the
subsequent possibility of forming
a specialized School of
Sustainability, à la JMSB.

In the long term and depend-
ent on its success, the Law and
Society minor could begin laying
foundations for an eventual
Concordia School of Law.

5. Demand more of
Concordia students: 

While some of my fellow stu-
dents may not like to hear it, grad-
uating from Concordia is pretty
straightforward. A student reads,
attends lectures and leaves with a
degree without necessarily forg-
ing any strong connection to the
school or the wider society that
made quality education possible.

The lack of school spirit and
willful engagement from large
portions of the student body is an
anchor on our university’s pro-
gression. Why not require volun-
teer work as a component of grad-
uation? We should also encourage
student exchanges abroad.

Provide avenues whereby stu-
dents could share the fruits of
their education with the commu-
nity at large. Not only would this
improve ties with the greater
Montreal community, it would
give students a better idea of just
how lucky they are to be
Concordia students.

I hope your stewardship sees
Concordia continuing to excel at
providing quality, accessible edu-
cation as well as improving and
enriching the lives of the commu-
nity around us. Good luck.

Suggestions for the
incoming president
of Concordia
How Woodsworth can bring us
into the 21st century

The Bishop of Panama
in 1535 ... dubbed the
islands “hell on Earth”

The beautiful landscape of the Galapagos islands. PHOTO MICHAEL SABELLI



Time to send Audrey home
As an ASFA councillor I am shocked and disappointed in

Audrey Peek’s total disregard for the integrity of council deci-
sions. This past Thursday we had a three-hour discussion
regarding the issue of Audrey’s misrepresentation of Arts and
Science students on the SAF Board of Directors.

Council, after a very lengthy and comprehensive debate, voted
15-to-8 with one abstention to remove her from the board.
Audrey, who did not appear to be satisfied with council’s deci-
sion, appeared to work with Colin Goldfinch, VP External of the
CSU, to marshal a small faction of council to re-vote on the
motion, at a point when half the councillors who had initially
voted on it were absent.

Not only does this show contempt for the councillors’ efforts,
but it also highlights the CSU’s intrusion in ASFA affairs. I believe
students are deeply concerned about this pattern of misrepre-
sentation and complete disregard for students’ rights, and will
be calling a special council meeting to restore ASFA Council’s
integrity.

We need as many students to appear as possible to reinforce
Arts and Science students’ support for Council decisions. If you
are interested, please do not hesitate to contact me. I hope to see
you there.

—Louise Birdsell-Bauer
Sociology

Ms. Peek, what is 
the “right way?”

At last Thursday’s ASFA council meeting, a spirited debate for
four hours resulted in a decision of 15-to-8 to remove Audrey
Peek as ASFA’s representative to the Sustainability Action Fund.

Councillors felt this was warranted after establishing that
Audrey has acted against the fund by voting with the CSU to
block the organization from defending itself from an illegal ref-
erendum.

Afterwards, a small faction of councillors marshaled by Colin
Goldfinch and Audrey Peek decided councillors had not voted the
“right way” and had another vote when nearly two thirds of
councillors had left.

Not only does this speak volumes about the lack of trans-
parency and an undemocratic process, but it also highlights the
CSU’s meddling in ASFA’s affairs.

Audrey Peek has lost her credibility and made her bias
towards this year’s CSU Executive clear. ASFA council must again
make the right decision and this time send a strong message
that CSU’s influence is not appreciated.

—Dimitri Destounis
Pyschology

Peek’s assault 
on sustainability

I am disappointed to hear that Audrey Peek and Colin
Goldfinch have single-handedly ignored the vote of 24 individu-
als and decided to continue their assault against sustainability
on our campus.

At the ASFA Council meeting last Thursday, ASFA councillors
rightfully removed Audrey Peek after nearly four hours of debate
and discussion.

Why Audrey can’t accept the will of her members is troubling
and very concerning. I and many other students are frustrated
and quite frankly will not sit idly by as Audrey and Colin manip-
ulate our student government for their own selfish gains.

I encourage all students to come to a special ASFA council
meeting being held this week to make their voices heard. It’s
time to make our student government work for students again.

—Karim Charafeddine
Finance

It’s time for Audrey Peek to resign

I am shocked to hear that Audrey Peek and a small faction of
ASFA councillors completely ignored the democratic process at
ASFA’s meeting on Thursday.

The initial motion to remove Audrey Peek for her flagrant and
belligerent hostility towards the Sustainability Action Fund was
passed by a vote of 15 for and eight against. Not happy with the
result, Colin Goldfinch, CSU Executive, and Audrey Peek decided
to wait until the meeting was down to 11 people, and to motion

to rescind the original vote. It passed by a vote of 7-to-4.
If Audrey and Colin think that a vote of 7-to-4 is more legiti-

mate than one of 15-to-8, I don’t understand their concept of
democracy.

I’m deeply concerned with the impartiality of the ASFA
President and the independence of ASFA council from the CSU,
and this is not in the best interest of Arts and Science students.
I implore Audrey Peek to do the honourable act, and resign from
her seat at SAF as she was removed by a clear majority of her
councillors.

—Pawel Porowski
Political Science

What does democracy mean 
to Audrey Peek?

As a member of the Sustainability Action Fund board, I have
witnessed first-hand Audrey Peek’s misrepresentation of Arts
and Science students. She has consistently voted with the CSU
in blocking the work of the fund, in handicapping it during the
illegal CSU referendum, and delaying approving key motions
such as this year’s budget.

She has engaged in counter-productive activities without
either consulting nor having the approval of the SAF’s Board of
Directors. I was happy to hear ASFA council had a discussion
about Audrey’s gross misrepresentation and decided by a vote of
15-to-8 to remove her.

However, Audrey Peek, not content with the will of her mem-
bers decided to push a re-vote with only 11 people present and
easily won. I’m not sure why Audrey is desperate to sit on a
board whose activities she does not support but attempts to
consistently block or delay.

I sincerely hope Audrey will reconsider her decision to stay on,
and allow other Arts and Science students who support the great
work of the fund to actively participate in its governance. I also
hope ASFA council will send a strong message to Audrey that a
vote of 11 people does not negate nor void the initial vote of 24.

Democracy is not a game to be played over and over again
until you get the result you like. Do the right thing Audrey, and
respect the will of your members and the student body as a
whole.

—Sean Starkman
Political Science

A letter to the copy editor
This is a complaint addressed to Brian Hastie, the esteemed

copy editor. As I understand it, the primary job of the copy editor
is to review the paper before publishing and make sure all is well
in the grammar and spelling departments.

If that is the case, then, please, Mr. Hastie, do your job. The
Link is consistently riddled with run-on sentences and spelling
errors! To pinpoint only a couple examples from the Nov.11
issue, “segued” is NOT spelt “seguewayed” (as printed in Hastie
and Josh Brown’s article on Amy Goodman) and “decent” is not
spelt “descent” (something missed by Hastie’s neglectful eye in
“A lesson on Obama from McCain country”). I won’t even go into
the grammatical errors.

I have been noticing these kinds of mistakes every week. I
realize this kind of complaint sounds trifling, but Mr. Hastie,
catching the small things is your job. To brush off my criticism
as uptight and insignificant would be akin to admitting you
don’t care about professionalism. 

I am a contributor of The Link and I care. If you don’t, I’d say
it’s time for The Link to find itself a new copy editor. Get yourself
a copy of The Elements of Style and get better at doing your—
admittedly thankless—work.

—Madeline Coleman
Journalism

Two questions for 
Concordia’s administration

Concordia’s president invited everyone at the university to get
involved in the process of determining the strategic plans for
Concordia’s development in the highly competitive 21st century. 

In this connection I would like to point out two issues which
are now not developing in the direction of improving Concordia’s
academic standing and therefore require the university’s imme-
diate attention. Moreover, these issues directly affect

Concordia’s students, namely the quality of their education and
the university’s national and international image.

1. Concordia is in the process of eliminating the only two
courses in philosophy of physics (PHIL 328 and PHIL 329) which
for over 20 years have been educating Concordia’s students how
the two major revolutions in the 20th century science—the the-
ory of relativity and quantum mechanics—have changed our
understanding of reality. 

By doing this in the beginning of 21st century, when other uni-
versities have been creating such modern courses, Concordia
will be, de facto, letting down its students by offering them 19th
century education in this respect. Should such an action be
regarded as true care about the quality of education of
Concordia’s students? Should such a backward action be con-
sidered part of Concordia’s strategic development?

2. Concordia is in the process of getting rid of the successful
biennial International Conferences on the Nature and Ontology
of Spacetime held at Concordia in 2004, 2006, and 2008. These
are the same very prestigious international meetings that have
raised Concordia’s reputation in the world and have firmly put
our university on the international academic map.

Doesn’t the elimination of this conference series seriously
damage Concordia’s national and international academic repu-
tation? Is this action in line with any strategic plan Concordia’s
president wants to pursue?

—Vesselin Petkov
Liberal Arts College, Science College, Philosophy

Department

Pink hijabs for a cure
While trudging up the non-functioning escalators on my way

to class, on the 11th floor, my attention was arrested by a fluo-
rescent pink sign announcing “International Pink Hijab Day—
Oct. 29.”

Sure enough, come Wednesday, one could see many Muslim
girls chatting with one another, rushing to class and studying in
the library, all united by the bright pink hijabs they wore.
Intrigued, I went to the info table on the seventh floor where girls

were selling deliciously decorated cupcakes, and I was lucky
enough to meet the leader of this project, Madiha Hussain
Padela. 

She enthusiastically explained to me how the purpose of the
event was to sensitize people to the alarming rates of breast
cancer, while pointedly stating how the disease equalizes every-
one in vulnerability. 

The acknowledgement that the disease can equally strike
anyone regardless of religious or cultural background has the
potential of being extended to a forum for inter-religious dia-
logue in the promotion of understanding and tolerance.

Madiha of the Muslim Students Association of Concordia,
allied with similar groups of the Montreal’s main universities all
came up with the idea of wearing pink hijabs on one day in
October; the month dedicated to breast cancer research and
awareness. They make the statement that this is as much on
religious and human rights terms as it is from a socially con-
scious viewpoint.

As the hijab holds great symbolic meaning to the girls, wear-
ing it in its pink variety allows them to advocate awareness
towards this disease in a unique way. The fundraiser served the
dual role of “counter[ing] negative stereotypes by introducing
[the hijab] in a more positive light” while at the same time
“symboliz[ing] Muslim women’s suffrage, contribution and soli-
darity in the fight against breast cancer.”

I was impressed by the girls’ commitment to fundraise in
such an original manner while directly and unobtrusively mak-
ing a claim about their religious rights. Many students are shy
and wary in regards to this issue but the girls were very welcom-
ing in explaining their rationale, in trying to serve as a means by
which dialogue can ensue through a cause that unites all
regardless of religious adherence.

I believe that it is initiatives such as this that yield catalytic
potential in facilitating inter-faith dialogue and peace building.

Kudos to the organizers of the event and we look forward to
seeing you again next year!

—Randy Pinsky
Independent student
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ACROSS
1. a horse with a horn on its head can spear you if you
don’t watch out
5. fish-eating bird of prey, also called a Seahawk
7. small, cat-like carnivore, used as a common spec-
tacle for roadside shows
10. primate whose principal predators are man and
the leopard; known for its red behind
11. tube-like fish that are known to prey on swimming
snakes
12. angered when it does not have its bucket;
Canadian magazine
13. a bird that is able to repeat human speech
16. contrary to popular culture, this animal is not blue
haired and speedy
18. lizard that weighs between 800 and 1000 pounds
19. relative of the modern elephant; comes with a
wooly coat. Extinct.
22. giant snake that had a movie sequel
23. angry, adult dogs are (2 words)
25. comes in small cute form or big violent form; may
not be house trained
26. after years of hunting, these domestic mammals
are willing to bite back
27. deadliest fin in the sea
29. disease that turns household pet into raging,
foaming-at-the-mouth monsters
31. not a bear, not a lion
33. old-school clay danger, primarily found in Jewish
folklore
35. wild cat, Salvador Dali’s favourite pet
36. comes in flying and albino form. Can eat your nuts
and wreck your face.

DOWN
2. male chicken; can peck you in the eye
3. manatee; it’s weight can crush you
4. only animal with access to nuke codes
6. not a tiger, not a lion
8. wields ivory weapons of doom; its trunk can crush your
windpipe
9. use on ants, not on me
14. can spear you with its mighty horn; totally not a horse
15. not a bear, not a tiger
17. not a typo; included twice to prove its dangerousness
towards other animals. Can drive car, does not have
blowhole at top of head.

20. angry African mammal that can weigh upwards of
3,200 kg. Looks docile but if you turn your back on it, it
will crush you under its tremendous weight
21. flying death machine, claws like a set of knives
22. Spanish for “little armoured one”
24. largest species of bird, cannot fly but was used for
racing in the past
26. family of pink birds, not a captain
28. typically, the first word in the dictionary; has a trunk
like a gun
30. also known as sea canary
32. Official symbol of “America, fuck yeah!”; winged
creature that will snatch you up from where you stand
34. Ice Age-surviving hunting mammal that can carry
such ailments as foot-and-mouth disease as well as
anthrax. No, we are not making this up
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Free ads in the 
washrooms
Concordia students can use
Zoom Media panels
• JUSTIN GIOVANNETTI

Three years into Concordia’s con-
tract with Zoom Media, The Link’s news
editor Yves Martineau uncovered docu-
ments that specified that 10 per cent of
Zoom’s advertising spots were reserved
for the university.

According to the Vice Rector 
of Services, students had not used 
the free advertising space due to a “lack
of resources and people.” In other
words, the university had forgot to tell
them.

Not one for quitting while she was
ahead, the assistant to the vice rector
Jacky Chegrinec further explained that,
“we have to count on them to contact us,
rather than us approaching them.”

Once again, it was student’s fault 
for not asking to use a service that 
the university had neglected to tell 

them existed.
Zoom Media’s communications

director was nearly as confused as
Chegrinec, “everybody uses it; student
for their parties, clubs and associa-
tions.”

The contract Concordia signed with
Zoom Media raises further questions
about advertising on campus. The con-
tract reads, “Zoom agrees to give free
of charge, 28 panels for their own pro-
motional needs. Furthermore they
can, if so desired, yield this advertising
space to a nonprofit organization of
their choice.”

Can we really consider a corporation
giving us the right to use advertising
space on our own walls, in our own
facilities and in our own buildings a
contractual bonus? The logic is ques-
tionable at best.

The further addition that the ads
must be approved by the university and
must abide by what Chegrinec called, “a
certain ethical standard,” makes the
advertising offer a moot.

Concordia can also keep its unde-
fined “ethnical standard” and Zoom can
keep its gracious offer of 10 per cent of
our walls.

issue 13
solutionz

DANGEROUS ANIMALS

As the clock slowly ticked forward last Wednesday night, the councillors of
the Concordia Student Union yelled at each other and argued semantics.
They continued to do so for nearly nine hours in what was the council’s most
appalling session so far this year.

Over the course of the last three such monthly gatherings, fissures have
slowly appeared in the ruling Unity party’s structure. These divisions sudden-
ly sprung open during last week’s gruelling nine-hour meeting as council’s
squabbling took on an increasingly partisan character.

The reason for the rapidly fading civility of the CSU’s chamber of represen-
tatives as well as the deadlock that has crippled its effectiveness and dem-
ocratic functions is simply a failure of leadership from the council’s chair.

Jessica Nudo has chaired the CSU Council for nearly three months, and
during that period she has endured considerable contempt and hostility.
However, Nudo’s behaviour has done much to contribute to the pervasive
atmosphere of aggression and disrespect that has taken over council. This
conduct raises serious concerns about her ability to function as a chair
should.

Nudo’s ignorance of the council’s governing rules, Robert’s Rules of Order,
as well as her unprofessional behaviour has lowered the standard and
respect which her position deserves.

Several times during the last council meeting and within earshot of all
those in the room, Nudo was heard to say: “Where the hell was I now?” after
a debate spun out of control; “what the fuck am I supposed to be doing?”
when councillors refused to listen; “this is fucking ridiculous,” when a stu-
dent observer made a statement; “now I’m lost,” after she lost track of her
notes.

These outbursts and other mistakes could be excused if they were not so
contradictory to what is necessary from a chair. In her position presiding over
the council, Nudo is expected to ensure an orderly flow of business by direct-
ing debate and remaining calm as councillors engage in heated exchanges.

Furthermore, it is her duty to rule impartially, maintain order in the cham-
ber and defend the rights and privileges of both councillors and members.

Over the course of the last meeting, Nudo failed at all of her assigned
duties.

Perhaps Nudo is not prepared for the stress of her position and the vigi-
lance that is expected from its occupant. During the last council meeting she
made her weak grasp of Robert’s Rules clear to all present, “I’ve tried to read
this thing but it won’t stay stuck in here,” she said as she pointed repeated-
ly to her head.

Later she made a similar statement about the CSU’s bylaws; she held up
the document and said, “the problem with this, is that a lot of the stuff con-
tradicts itself.”

But it is not Nudo’s lack of understanding about the guiding documents of
her position that is most disturbing; it is her lack of ability to keep council in
order.

Of the nine occasions in which Nudo called for order, none were respect-
ed. One of the lowest points of the evening came when councillor Shandell
Jack was attempting to speak and others in council continued to talk over
him, Nudo did nothing. Jack waited momentarily and yelled “order,” Nudo’s
reaction was to jump back in surprise.

A chair’s impartiality is also at risk when CSU executives are those giving
her cues in the meeting. Throughout the course of the evening President
Kashfi and CSU VP External Colin Goldfinch guided the chair with objections
and rulings to make.

When a tie vote was recorded, Nudo voted to break the tie. This was done
after several CSU executives showed their displeasure with the motion at
hand. 

When CSU councillor Amine Dabachy commented on the chair’s vote: “well
isn’t that a surprise,” Nudo was incensed. “What did you say Amine? What
do you mean that wasn’t a surprise?” she yelled at Dabacy. President Kashfi
then added, “that was an attack on the chair.”

When another tie vote was reached hours later, Goldfinch informed the
chair that there was no way for her to break the tie according to Robert’s
Rules of Order. As a result, Nudo said that she could not break a tie, and once
again, the vote failed.

According to Robert’s Rules of Order: “When there is a tie vote the motion
fails, unless the chairman gives his vote in the affirmative, which he is at
liberty to do…”

As a result Nudo was wrong on both tied occasions because she can vote,
but she cannot vote in the negative as she did for the first tie vote.

Nudo’s position must be non-partisan and must uphold the balance
between the legislature and the executive. She should not be part of the
problem.

Nudo must also direct the debate and remain collected as she ensures
equal access to speaking privileges on council. These faults of the chair have
crippled the proper functioning of council and must be corrected for the CSU
to properly complete its mandate.

Whether or not she is prepared for it, Nudo is now a leader and she must
act as one.

—Justin Giovannetti
Opinions Editor

A chair with no legs 
is hardly a chair
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