Take a trip to a
new dimension in
the SAT's immersive
theatre. P12-13

SEXUAL ASSAULT CENTRE
OPENS ITS DOORS

A two-year-long campaign
finally bears fruit. P6

ROAD TO THE PROS
Concordia students learn
tricks of the trade at the 18th
annual John Molson Sports
Business Conference. P15
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LAUNCH YOUR CAREER SPERM BANK

WITH A POSTGRAD DONOR RECRUITEMENT
Many couples suffer from infertility related sperm abnormalities or even
IN B USI N Ess et an absence of sperm. Often, the only way to realize their dreams of

being parents is to receive donated sperm.

‘sludenls

SPERM DONATION IS A SOCIAL ACT WORTHY
OF RESPECT AND THE UTMOST SERIOUSNESS

ADVERTISE IN THE LINK
514-848-7406

The ovo cryo sperm bank is
looking for healthy anonymous
sperm donors between 18 and 40

years of age.

To make an appointment or for
further information, contact the
OvVO SPERM BANK at 514.798.2000
ext 154 or email to

ADVERTISING - MEDIA MANAGEMENT ‘

ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION / A _
EVENT MANAGEMENT . /
FASHION MANAGEMENT & PROMOTIONS b /
FINANCIAL PLANNING 4

GLOBAL BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

HUMAN RESOURCES MANAGEMENT

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

MARKETING MANAGEMENT

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

v.audet@cliniqueovo.com.

All related expe:u:;emsb:v:!etj @ L | N K
W’ MEETING
WEDNESDAY

AT 5:30 PM

business.humber.ca/postgrad

HALL BUILDING

1455 DE MAISONNEUVE W.
OVO ROOM 649

) HUMBER

CRYO

BUSINESS

WE ARE

* Prospective donors will receive examinations in
accordance with the standards of Health Canada.

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK AT
FACEBOOK.COM/THELINKNEWSPAPER

8000, blvd Decarie, slite 600 Montreal (Quebec) H4P 254

1. 514.798.2000 e. message@cliniqueovo.com w. cliniqueovo.com

AND FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @QLINKNEWSPAPER

thelinknewspaper.ca

WHERE TO FIND THE LINK
THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS

Bikurious Montréal 1757 Amherst+ Presse Café 3501 Ave. du Parc* Pita Pit 3575 Ave. du Parc+* Cinéma du Parc 3575 Ave. du Parc+ Le
Coin Grec 4903 Ave. du Parc * Frites Alors! 5235 Ave. du Parc + Caffé in Gamba 5263 Ave. du Parc + New Navarino Café 5563 Ave. du
Parc « Café I'Artéere 7000 Ave. du Parc * Dépanneur Café 206 Bernard O. * Sonorama 260 Bernard O. * Burritoville 2055 Bishop * Irish
Embassy 1234 Bishop * Comedy Works 1238 Bishop * Grumpsy's 1242 Bishop * Kafein 1429 Bishop + Smoke Poutinerie 2019 Bishop °
Madhatter's Pub 1208 Crescent+ Brutopia 1219 Crescent* Boustan 2020 Crescent+ Galerie Fokus 68 Duluth E.+ Maison du Tibet 129
Duluth E.+ Utopia 159 Duluth E. * Tienae Santé & Végétarienne 279 Duluth E. - Café Grazie 58 Fairmount+ Arts Café 201 Fairmount O.
La Maison de la Torréfaction 412 Gilford * Sushi Man 1435 Guy * Java U 1455 Guy * Comptoir du Chef 2153 Guy * Kam Ho 1448 Mackay
* Second Cup 2002 MackaP/ * Eggspectation 1313 Maisonneuve O. * Caffe Cuore 100 Marie-Anne O. : Paragraphe 2220 McGill College *
Cheap Thrills 2044 Metcalfe + Second Cup 5550 Monkland + George's Souvlaki 6995 Monkland * L'Echange 713 Mont-Royal E. + Café
Expressions 957 Mont-Royal E. « Café Art Java 837 Mont-Royal E. * Centre des mets chinois de Montréal 961 Mont-Royal E. + Restaurant
Mont-Royal Hot Dog 1001 Mont-Royal E. « Starbucks 1241 Mont-Royal E. * Freeson Rock 1477 Mont-Royal E. « Dilallo Burger 2523 Notre-
Dame O.+ Rustique 4615 Notre-Dame O. * Café St-Henri 3632 Notre-Dame O. * Frites Alors! 433 Rachel E. ¢« L'Oblique 4333 Rivard °
Juliette et Chocolat 1615 Saint-Denis * Frites Alors! 1710 Saint-Denis * Yuan Vegetarian Restaurant 2115 Saint-Denis * Beatnick 3770
Saint-Denis * Eva B 2015 Saint-Laurent* Bocadillo 3677 Saint-Laurent * Bizarde 3770 Saint-Laurent- Liberia Espagnola 3811 Saint-Laurent
* Frappe St-Laurent 3900 Saint-Laurent* Copacabanna Bar 3910 Saint-Laurent+ Le Divan Orange 4234 Saint-Laurent+ Les Bobards 4328
Saint-Laurent* Om Restaurant 4382 Saint-Laurent + Kg Délices 5206 Saint-Laurent * Snack'n Blues 5260 Saint-Laurent « Café Santropol
3990 Saint-Urbain * Barros Lucos 5201 Saint-Urbain * La Panthére Verte 66 Saint-Viateur O. « Batory Euro Deli 115 Saint-Viateur O.* Club
Social 180 Saint-Viateur O. * Fats Billard 1635 Ste-Catherine O. * Buns Burgers 1855 Ste-Catherine O. * Nilufar 1923 Ste-Catherine O. *
Café Ciné Express 1926 Ste-Catherine O. ¢ Bull Pub 2170 Ste-Catherine O. + Shaika Café 5526 Sherbrooke O.+ Maz Bar 5617 Sherbrooke
O.'D.A.D.'s Bagels 5732 Sherbrooke O. * Co-op La Maison Verte 5785 Sherbrooke O. * Head and Hands 5833 Sherbrooke O. + Café 92°
6703 Sherbrooke O.+* Second Cup 7335 Sherbrooke O. * Bistro Van Houtte 2020 Stanley + Mémé Tartine 4601 Verdun
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CONCORDIA’S SEXUAL ASSAULT
RESOURCE CENTRE IS OFFICIALLY OPEN

After two years and a thousand-strong petition, Concordia’s highly an-
ticipated Sexual Assault Resource Centre is finally open.

Concordia’s Centre for Gender Advocacy, which promotes gender
equality and empowerment among marginalized groups, had been ad-
vocating for a sexual assault centre on campus since the spring of 2011
due to the high rate of sexual assault—which includes any unwanted act
of sexual nature—on university campuses.

“Around one in four students experiences some kind of sexual assault
during their post-secondary career,” the Centre’s administrative coor-
dinator Julie Michaud told The Link.

“[The Centre] thought that was completely unacceptable and that it
just didn't make any sense that there was no dedicated service to meet
the needs of the survivors at Concordia given that statistic.”

The outline that the Concordia administration proposed after announcing

its plans in April to open the new SARC by this fall included many of the Cen-
tre’s original goals, such as the inclusion of all genders and the hiring of a social
worker to handle counselling and academic accommodation, to name a few.

The university has committed only one year to the project, but
Michaud says she doesn’t think it’ll be dismantled anytime soon.

“Just the fact of creating a sexual assault centre sends a strong mes-
sage to the Concordia community,” she said.

“It says, ‘This is an issue at our university. We recognize that, we're
taking it seriously, and we want you to know that we want to support
you and help you get through this experience,” she continued.

“Its very existence, that there's a place called the Sexual Assault Re-
source Centre, is really important.”

p Continued on page 6.

BUDGET OVERTAKES EMBRACE
GRAD STUDENTS’ THE NORTH
MEETING

New documentary on Inuit
A hotly-debated annual  living in the High Arctic
budget took up much of  screens at Concordia.
the Graduate Students'

NO PLACE
LIKE HOME

DON'T DISCOUNT
SENIORS

Ageism is still an issue,

and as the population

grows older there's no
uarantee things will get

Concordia's hockey
teams get a feel of the
newly-renovated Ed
Meagher Arena. P16

Association's general etter. P19
meeting on Friday. P5
THE ROBOTIC DRUGS, DREAMS AND LOSING THEIR GRIP
REVOLUTION IN OTHER DIMENSIONS
WARFARE Stingers men's and
Six Mil Antennas — The =~ women's basketball teams
Bestselling author Peter  Final Cut full-dome blow halftime leads in
Singer speaks to Concordia experimental film season openers. P17 LINK RADIO
students about drone explores the multiverse
warfare. P8 in the SATosphere. Tune in to CJLO 16900 AM
om 11 a.m. to noon every
Thursday to hear our
HERE COMES newest episode of Link
HARPER Radio. Missed our last
THE LINK show? Check out
Prime Minister Stephen thelinknewspaper-.cq.

Harperis in town later this
week, to push for more
trading with the EU. Protests
are planned, and expect them
to get heated. We'll be there to
give you all the details.

CAMPAIGN TO
REPLACE JAVA U
ESCALATES

ONLINE

HOWLING FOR YOU

The Howl! arts collective is
launching their new lLve
album at La Sala Rossa, and
you're invited to join the pack.

OPINIONS: LEVANT
DOESN'T DESERVE
NASH KEYNOTE

Now that the question has
been approved for ballots
in the next CSU byelection,
how are organizers going
to inform students of its
importance? We’'ll have the
answers later this week.

The national student press
conference is no place for
hateful remarks.

INJURIES KEEP
MOUNTING

Another injury hits Concor-
dia's men's hockey team'’s de-

fence as the Stingers lose their
two games over the weekend.

SPECIAL TEAMS
NOT SO SPECIAL

PHOTO BLOG

Head over to The Link's
Photo Blog to see photos
from a march organized
by Montreal's Islamic
community in commemo-
ration of the Shiite martyr
Hussein ibn Ali.

The Stingers'women's hockey
team fails to convert on its
nine powerplays in a 4-1 loss
to Ottawa, dropping their
record to 1-4.
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ARTS AND SCIENCE UNDERGRADS
HEAD TO THE POLLS

ASFA Holding Byelections to Fill VP Finance, VP External Affairs and Sustainability, Independent Councillor Positions

by Michael Wrobel @michael_wrobel

Election season has hit Concordia yet again.
From Nov. 12 to Nov. 14, the roughly 18,000
undergraduates who are members of the
Arts and Science Federation of Associations
will have the chance to cast ballots and fill
three of the association’s vacant positions.
And in a somewhat unusual twist for stu-
dent politics, all three positions up for

grabs—VP Finance, VP External Affairs and
Sustainability, and an independent council-
lor seat—are being contested.

“From what I can gather from past elec-
tions and the reports I've read from past
[chief electoral officers], having a contested
election as we [do] now seems to be some-
thing that doesn’t happen often,” ASFA
Chief Electoral Officer Trevor Wilkinson told
The Link. “It seems to be something rare.”

VP External Affairs and Sustainability

Alexa Hinves

Hinves, an urban planning student, said she’s
“really interested in student politics,” although
she admits she’s never gotten involved in ASFA
before beyond attending some of their events.

She told The Link she did an internship at
Sustainable Concordia, a group that brings to-
gether students, staff, faculty and administrators
to deal with environmental issues on campus.

The experience of collecting data on green-
house gas emissions for the group’s Concordia
Campus Sustainability Assessment has helped
her better understand the impact that the uni-
versity has on the environment, she said.

Hinves’s five-point platform promises a
reform of the association’s policies in order
to require that ASFA actually organize
events that promote environmental sustain-
ability. She also promises more outreach to
local businesses in the area around Concor-
dia to pave the way for new sponsorships
next year, as well as more collaboration with
other student associations.

“I've seen that most member associations
don’t have a VP Sustainability within their as-
sociations, so I want to act as a sustainable am-
bassador for all these member associations
and give them the information [about sustain-
ability initiatives on campus] that they need to
transfer on to their students,” she said.

Additionally, her platform mentions the
possibility of creating a new rideshare pro-
gram or promoting existing programs at
Concordia to help students who live further
away set up carpools to and from campus.

lvan Makhrov

Makhrov who, like Hinves, is an urban plan- :
ning student, has been involved in ASFA’s i

social events committee and is a co-founder

of an event-planning company in Montreal. i
i and the Concordia Student Union ended up

He admits he’s more interested in the exter-
nal affairs part of the portfolio than in sus-
tainability initiatives on campus.

“I believe that there are a lot of things

that we might do, but it’s really hard to
achieve real progress [on] sustainability,” he

said. “I respect the environment and every- :

thing, but I'm not really into it. It’s very
good that some people are more motivated
in this field, and I believe that my job is to
support those people.”

He also said whoever is elected VP Exter- :
nal Affairs and Sustainability shouldn’t con- :

centrate on just sustainability initiatives.

In addition to raising awareness of ASFA
among students, Mahkrov said he’d “create :

a vision that students actually can do some-

thing good, not only for the university itself, :
but in general for the city,” ensuring that i

everyone in the Concordia community has
“a chance to do their own project.”

“Every student has their own interests !

and if they don’t share it with others or they
don’t know that there is some kind of sys-
tem that can support their idea or their
view, they will not develop [it] themselves,”

he said, adding that he’ll support students’ :
personal projects if he’s elected VP External i

Affairs and Sustainability.

Wilkinson said 20 students—mostly arts
and science undergraduates, but some from
other faculties as well—were hired to work
at four polling stations, which will be open
from 10:00 a.m. to 8:30 p.m.

“We're keeping them open, I believe,
two and a half hours longer than the last
byelection we had,” he said. “Will [those]
two-and-a-half hours increase voter
turnout? I can’t say. It’s something that I'm

: VP Finance

David Ness
Ness started his studies at Concordia in the

i physics department and served as VP Fi-
i nance of the Concordia Physics Student As-

sociation. He has since switched into the

i university’s geography program.

According to Ness, he’s qualified for
ASFA’s VP Finance position because he has
experience in the finance industry, starting

i off as a bond analyst in 2010 and then be-

coming a stock trader in 2011. He said he’s

now working as a consultant.

If elected, Ness said he’d make sure that the

: “budgetary errors” of last school year’s ASFA

executive wouldn’t happen under his watch.
ASFA Talks 2013, a speaker series presented
by the student association on March 14, pro-
duced what Ness called a “substantial deficit.”
Only $10,900 was earmarked for the
one-evening, five-hour event in ASFA’s
budget, but the total cost rose to $30,000

allocating an additional $19,100 towards
the event. Tickets were priced at $5 for stu-
dents and $10 for non-students and only 47
tickets were sold, according to ASFA.
When asked how he’d prevent such situa-
tions from reoccurring, Ness said he “would not
allow [ASFA’s] president to just go out of his or
her way to allow certain breaches in the bylaws
to occur, because that should not happen.”
Ness also said there are some more
minor examples of mismanagement of
funds among ASFA’s departmental member
associations that he’d work to avoid.

experimenting with.”

Stefanie Broos and David Ness are both
running for VP Finance, while Ivan Makhrov
and Alexa Hinves are competing for VP Ex-
ternal Affairs and Sustainability. Melina
Ghio and Tarik Shukr are the two candidates
for the independent councillor seat.

For more information on your independent
coundillor candidates, visit thelinknewspaper.ca.

Stefanie Broos

Broos, a communications student, said she’s
always been involved in her school commu-
nity in various capacities.

“I love working with people, I love creating
events and being part of the bigger picture of
putting on events for students,” she said. “Based
on the skills that T have, I thought that [being]
VP Finance would be the best place for me.”

If elected ASFA’s VP Finance, she'll be re-
sponsible for a much larger budget than when
she organized different events as a member of
various clubs, from Concordia’s Model United
Nations club to Dawson College’s student news-
paper, The Plant, while she attended the CEGEP.

Broos admits she'll have to overcome a steep
learning curve, but says she’s up to the challenge.

“I have a good sense of [how much]
things cost and how much money needs to
go to certain things, and I will be able to
make good judgment calls because of the ex-
perience that I have with organizing events.”

Additionally, she said the ASFA Talks
2013 speaker series held last March—which
went over its initial budget by $19,100—
wasn’t necessarily a bad idea, but it didn’t
capture the interest of the student body.

“You need to sometimes try things—not to
that extent, because they lost so much money,
but I'm definitely open to trying other things
like that by making sure that I have a good
grasp on what students want,” she said.

Photos Brandon Johnston
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GSA HOLDS FIRST GENERAL
ASSEMBLY OF 2013-2014

Graduate Students Discuss Bylaw Amendments, Fossil Fuel Divestment and Budget

by Jonathan Summers @jonathans MTL
Concordia’s Graduate Students’ Association
had money on its mind in its first general
assembly of the school year last Friday—and
apparently for too long.

The meeting, held in the LB building’s J.A.
de Seve Cinema and set to begin at 4 p.m., got
underway about 40 minutes later when the re-
quired quorum of 63 members was obtained.

But as a result of an unexpectedly lengthy
debate over the association’s budget the as-
sembly did not have time to discuss new busi-
ness or proceed with elections before quorum
was lost and the meeting had to be adjourned.

Dan Parker, an education student, told
the assembly that he was disappointed with
how it chose to spend its time.

“This is a bit similar to the last general
assembly we had, where there are a lot of
people who are suspicious about the way the
GSA is spending its money and [who are]
frustrated about where the money is going,”
said Parker. “And I understand that. But
what I suggest for you to do is to get in-
volved in, say, the Budget Committee.

“I hope that the people who want to re-
ally change things—you probably have good
ideas—get involved in the GSA, find out
what’s going on there, but don’t waste our
time here,” Parker continued. The assembly
responded with applause.

The debate on whether to elect people to
the still-vacant new positions of VP Mobi-
lization and VP Academic and Advocacy or
to abolish these positions will be put off
until the next GSA general assembly meet-
ing, likely to be held in January.

Notably absent from Friday’s meeting
was association president Mohit Sharma,
who is recovering from an illness that had
him hospitalized for three weeks.

Budget a Hot Topic for Debate

As for the GSA’s annual budget, members
were clearly concerned about it and took
much of the meeting to discuss it.

Several complained about a lack of details in
the document, making requests for clarification
and further information. Others questioned
how it was drafted and criticized expenditures
perceived as unnecessary. As a result, a number
of motions were put forward.

Finance Manager Jamie Goodman de-
fended the budget and the budget-drafting
process, and responded to questions by assur-
ing that more detailed information would be
made available on the GSA website this week.

However this did not appease the member-
ship, which voted massively in favour of a mo-
tion proposed by Arts and Science director Sara
Breitkreutz demanding that it be presented
with a more detailed budget at least 10 business
days before future general assemblies.

————

il bes

There was also considerable debate sur-
rounding GSA spending on cable television
service, which amounts to $35 per month,
according to Goodman. A motion to elimi-
nate this expenditure was put forward by
Arts and Science director Trevor Smith and
carried by a slim majority, with numerous
members requesting that their opposition
be noted in the minutes.

Another motion to redirect these funds
towards the Concordia HIV/AIDS Project
garnered relatively little interest but was also
approved, with most members abstaining.

There was one last motion put forward
by a member in response to the budget, pro-
posing to limit salaries to five per cent of
total revenues—later amended to 30 per
cent—but this was categorically rejected by
the membership in a vote.

Finally, after nearly a full hour of discussion
and debate, the amended budget was approved.

Motions Carried Over from the Last Meeting
Under the heading of business carried over
from its last meeting in April, the assembly
voted to approve a motion to amend Article
19 of the GSA bylaws in order to require that
general assembly meetings be held at least
twice a semester, excluding the summer.
The motion also amended Article 5 so
that the GSA’s representative on Concor-
dia’s Board of Governors and four represen-
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The Graduate Students’ Association held its first general assembly of the school year in the J.A. de Séve Cinema on Nov. 8.

tatives on the university’s Senate—the body
that has authority over academic regula-
tions and programs—be chosen by members
during the regular full elections in April.

Another amendment to GSA bylaws—
namely Article 21 regarding the procedure
for bylaw amendments—was passed in April
but was revised following legal counsel.

A motion to revise the amendment, put
forward by the bylaws committee and sup-
ported by Breitkreutz, carried easily with a
two-thirds majority.

The motion outlines three ways that a
proposed bylaw amendment can be brought
to the general assembly: whether through
council by the bylaws committee or by a
member, or through a petition with at least
40 signatures, including 10 from graduate
students in each faculty.

Additionally, Smith presented a motion to
have the GSA support the student-led envi-
ronmental initiative Divest Concordia and
join in its demand that the university stop
making investments in the fossil fuel industry.

“We started [the Divest campaign] this
year and things are going very well,” Smith
told the assembly. “A lot of student associa-
tions have signed onto this already. The GSA
council, I think, has endorsed this as well.”

The motion passed with minor opposition.

Photo Brandon Johnston
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FIGHTING RAPE CULTURE

Sexual Assault Centre Officially Opens at Concordia

by Alejandra Melian-Morse
@AMelianMorse

» Continued from page 3.

Teaching ‘Don’t Rape’
Much of the new centre’s focus will
be on assault prevention.

“For too long the sexual assault
prevention advice that has been
given out has been, ‘Don’t walk
alone at night, don’t dress like a
slut, don’t leave your drink unat-
tended, don’t flirt with someone
you don’t know,”” said Michaud.

“But it’s not up to the potential vic-
tim of sexual assault to prevent them-
selves from being victimized, it’s up to
the person who wants to have sex with
someone to check in and find out if the
other person is actually consenting,
and that’s a skill that can be learned.”

Montreal has various resources
and services for sexual assault, but
Michaud says there are many advan-
tages to a Concordia-based centre.

“One of the many things sur-
vivors might need is academic ac-
commodation,” Michaud explained.

“It’s nice to have a person on site in

an official Concordia office be able to,
if necessary, call a [...] professor who
a survivor might not feel comfortable
asking for accommodation and say,
‘T'm wondering if we might be able to
make arrangements to accommodate
this person who is going through a
rough time,’ or helping somebody get
to and from classes if the perpetrator
is a fellow student, for example.”

Social worker Jennifer Drum-
mond, the SARC’s recently hired coor-
dinator and the one full-time position
at the centre, echoed the sentiment.

“The good thing about having
something on campus is that it of-
fers immediate support, immediate
crisis intervention and immediate
information,” she said.

“Ithink it’s a good thing to have
something that’s specific to the
campus environment and also a
centre that can engage in education
and awareness-raising activities.”

An official advisory committee for
the SARC will eventually be imple-
mented, but for now, Drummond says
shell be working closely with the CGA.

“There is a little bit of overlap
because we all care about student

—Julie Michaud, Centre
for Gender Advocacy
administrative
coordinator

The Sexual Assault Resource Centre is located in the GM Building on the third floor (3.27).

well-being, safety and health, so
there will definitely be collabora-
tion [with the CGA] as well as col-
laboration with [the university’s]
health services and counselling
and development,” she said.
Drummond added that she’s now
in the process of putting together a
wide range of resources to be avail-
able to the Concordia community,
including crisis intervention, refer-
rals and volunteer opportunities.
Educating and raising awareness
about sexual assault prevention will
also be one of the resource centre’s
main goals, according to Michaud.
“The best way to talk about
what consent is and how to make
sure you've got it is to actually
have a conversation with people,
because then that gives you time to
pull out all of the cultural baggage
and ideas about sex,” she said.
Volunteers at the SARC will be
holding workshops to start the
conversation with the community.
“A good thing about workshops is
that you can access a group of people
at the same time,” said Drummond.
“There’s opportunities for different

kinds of learning, whether that’s
through activities or video clips; it
offers different ways for students[...]
to engage with the material.”

Despite the focus on prevention,
Drummond says the SARC will pri-
marily be a safe space for sexual as-
sault survivors wherein they can get
the help needed to move forward.

“When someone comes and meets
with me[...] they can expect someone
who’s non-judgmental, they can ex-
pect what we discuss to be confiden-
tial, they can expect to be treated with
respect and to be believed and some-
one who will go over their options
with them and provide them with
support,” said Drummond.

Support Through Community
The SARC is currently looking to
fill a roster of volunteers to staff
the centre. Responsibilities in-
clude running the resource room
and keeping it up-to-date and ac-
cessible to anyone seeking infor-
mation, Drummond told The Link.
Volunteers will also be involved
in education and awareness raising,
as well as responsible for presenta-

tions and workshops, she added.

Volunteer opportunities are
available to anyone interested, but
Drummond says she hopes to
bring survivors of sexual assault
together for support.

“I think there’s something re-
ally powerful in survivors working
with other survivors,” she said.

“I think that the expertise and
knowledge that people have from
their own experiences is huge and
that’s something that you don’t
learn at school.”

Ultimately, Michaud says the
opening of the SARC marks a step in
the right direction for the university.

“I think there might be a bit of a
fear that if we talk about sexual as-
sault as something that happens [...]
people will think that it’s a problem
at our university,” she said. “But the
reality is that it’s a problem at every
university; talking about it doesn’t
indicate that it’s a particular prob-
lem [at Concordia], it just indicates
that you're actually dealing with it,
which is a really positive thing.”

Photo Brandon Johnston
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Current Affairs

by Vanik Kechian ..o,
The drone warfare debate has landed at
Concordia.

Peter W. Singer, an expert on 21st cen-
tury warfare, discussed the use of robots in
war as a part of the Concordia Student
Union’s Speaker Series on Nov. 5 in the D.B.
Clarke Theatre.

“[Singer’s] fascinated by how the world is
changing at such a quick pace,” said event or-
ganizer and CSU VP External, Caroline Bour-
bonniere. “He brought up so many important
topics and [problems] such as the way we
cover war and the world of technology.”

Singer is the author of Wired for War:
The Robotics Revolution and Conflict in the
21st Century and Corporate Warriors: The
Rise of the Privatized Military Industry,
among other books. He has also acted as a
consultant for the U.S. Department of De-
fense and the FBI.

Singer began the discussion by explaining
the reasoning behind the use of technological
developments like drones—unmanned aerial
combat vehicles—in modern warfare.

“The [advantage] of unmanned systems is
that they can take on tasks that they describe
as the Three Ds,” said Singer. “Tasks that are
dull, dirty and, in particular, dangerous.”

He explained that although the amount
of human attention needed for a drone to
carry out certain tasks is decreasing, it’s ul-
timately the human pilot who makes deci-
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Wired for War Author Peter W. Singer Discusses the Increasing Use of Technology on the Battlefield

sions that put lives at stake.

But Singer says the real question is
whether the tactic itself of drone strikes is
ethical.

“In discussions of drones, we see people
focus on the technology, rather than the tac-
tic and how it’s being used; that’s what re-
ally matters,” said Singer. “The technology
itself is not what makes it legal or not.”

Some rights groups claim drone strikes
are a severe violation of international law,
while others think they are simply a part of
technological evolution.

But Singer doesn’t see it as a clear-cut matter.

“Whether you’re using a stone or a drone,
the technology itself is not what makes it
legal or not—it’s how you use it,” he said.

Singer does admit that not having to
worry about risking lives may affect the way
citizens and politicians see armed interven-
tion in a conflict zone.

“It’'s changing the way in particular
politicians look at the use of force,” he said.
“Now it’s made it easier for a limited num-
ber of leaders to take a decision, and the
consequences are not the same.”

Singer, who has also been a consultant
for the popular video game Call of Duty:
Black Ops 2, pointed to the narrative sur-
rounding the decision to kill Osama bin
Laden as an example of the relatively non-
chalant manner in which U.S. drone strikes
are ordered in Pakistan.

“The idea of sending a small elite team

into [Pakistan] for just 30 minutes to get the
ultimate target was still described as an in-
credibly tough call for the [U.S.] president
to make,” said Singer.

“By contrast, [President Barack Obama]
didn’t use that narrative to carry out more
than 350 drone strikes into the same coun-
try. We didn’t make a movie out of it; we
don’t call it the Pakistan War,” he continued.

“The way we talk about it is different be-
cause of the lack of risk to us.”

Singer told the audience what one drone
pilot told him about fighting a war without
having to leave Nevada.

“You're going to war for 12 hours, shoot-
ing weapons at targets, directing kills on
enemy combatants,” Singer recalled the
pilot as saying. “Then you get in the car and
you drive home, and within 20 minutes
you're sitting at the dinner table talking to
your kids about their homework.”

Despite being physically detached from
the battlefield and not risking their lives, a
study by the U.S. Department of Defense
showed drone pilots are just as likely to suf-
fer from post-traumatic stress disorder and
other mental health conditions as pilots of
manned aircraft are.

“[Drone pilots] see the gruesome vio-
lence and the effects of what [they] do,” for-
mer Canadian Army Master Corporal
Joseph Leger, who called in several drone
strikes during his seven years of service, told
The Link after Singer’s talk. “There’s a very

intimate thing of watching these people
moving around on the ground that you
know are real people, and seeing them die.”

However, the general public at times sees
drone warfare as comparable with a video
game, worrying about the detachment of the
pilots from the reality of their jobs and creating
a situation where civilian lives are disregarded.

“War, no matter the technology, comes
with a real human cost,” said Singer. “If
you're dealing with that kind of stress that
means you're taking this decision seriously.”

But no matter how seriously drone pilots
work, room for error still has yet to be elim-
inated, with a recent United Nations report
saying drone strikes have killed at least 400
Pakistani Civilians and 200 “probable non-
combatants” since the U.S. took up its drone
campaign in 2004. These numbers remain
disputed, however.

Another concern is that frequent and un-
fettered drone usage resulting in civilian
deaths can lead to the unintended conse-
quence of neutral civilians turning to extrem-
ism because of the fear entrenched in them.

“At the end of the day what matters is the
human psychology [...] of the users, but also
the people in the locale that it’s being used,”
said Singer. “For all the terrorists that you
may be killing, are you creating more anger
in those locations and actually making it
easier for those terrorists to recruit?”

Photo Brandon Johnston
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LITTLE PROGRESS
FOR TRAC UNION

Teaching and Research Assistants Frustrated by Delays
in Negotiations for New Collective Agreement

by Noelle Didierjean

A general assembly for the Teaching and
Research Assistants at Concordia quickly
became a hotbed of discontent and cries for
action on Nov. 7 as members vocalized what
they consider to be shortcomings in ade-
quate compensation and a crawling pace of
negotiations for a new labour contract.

A scheduling conflict forced the general
assembly to move to a new location and de-
layed the meeting by a half-hour.

Delays were also a major concern for
union members once the meeting was under-
way, particularly the delays in negotiations
for a new labour contract for the union.

A meeting between the university’s and the
union’s negotiators was planned for Nov. 5 but
was bumped back to Nov. 22. This is one of sev-
eral times the university has delayed meetings,
citing reasons such as printer problems.

“Concordia is notorious for negotiating
like this,” bargaining officer Erik Chevrier
told union members.

“The payment in my opinion is disre-
spectful,” said one union member, who
could not be identified before the meeting
was moved to closed session. “[TAs at
McGill and UQAM] get paid $900 a month;
at Concordia, we’re paid $360.”

This echoed a general sentiment of dis-
satisfaction and frustration with the way the
university treats its employees. According to
union president Adam Szymanski, cuts in
the number of hours teaching assistants are
contractually required to work have been
seen across all departments.

Szymanski said the engineering department
was the most severely hit, with the hours of teach-
ing and research assistants cut systematically.

He added that the reduction in hours
means that TAs are expected to perform the
same duties in a shorter period of time, and
consequently are not being paid for all the
time they spend working.

“TRAC is not okay with these cuts, and
we’re working to find a solution,” Szyman-
ski assured disgruntled members.

TRAC met with the university’s human
resources department and explained that
the cuts were unacceptable.

According to union bargaining representa-
tives, either the former hours could be reinstated,
or each teaching and research assistant with re-
duced hours should be told duties they are ex-
empted from because of their lessened hours.

“No one is supposed to work more hours
than they’re paid to work on their contract,”
said Szymanski.

The union is also concerned that Gradu-
ate Student Support Program funds, which
are engineering bursaries meant to support
a student’s independent research, are being
used instead of research assistant contracts.

This is not permissible in the eyes of the
union, not only because they say anyone
doing RA work should have an RA contract,
but also because they say it drains funds for
students’ independent research.

As the meeting went on, and frustration
with the lack of progress in negotiations sur-
faced on all sides, the conversation turned to
the tactical options available to the union.

“I think we have to be one step ahead
and be prepared in case the Nov. 22 negoti-
ations are cancelled,” said a member who
identified herself as Audrey.

This was met with universal agreement, and
many people asked the executive members of the
union what measures could be used to achieve
results in case conventional negotiations contin-
ued to drag on for an excessive length of time.

“There is a panoply of pressure tactics avail-
able to us, and the union isn’t averse to using
any of them,” said chairperson Roddy Doucet.

“Labour unions are legally allowed to go
on strike when they have an expired collec-
tive agreement,” Szymanski added.

TRAC’s agreement expired in April.

Members actively discussed actions such

as sit-ins, protests, strikes and strike man-
dates. As the discussion became more ori-
ented towards practical actions, the
members voted to move to a closed meeting,
at which point the two journalists in atten-
dance were asked to leave.

“If you've ever played poker, you know you
don’t show your cards before the hand,”
Doucet said in explaining why specific actions
that could be taken by the union shouldn’t be
discussed in front of members of the press.

If precedent is any indication, the discussion
behind closed doors was far from empty talk.

The Concordia University Part-Time Faculty
Association is currently in negotiations, and has
held a strike mandate since November 2012.

A strike mandate allows workers to stop
working at any time as long as they inform
the university 48 hours in advance.

Last February, in an unprecedented move,
the Concordia University Faculty Association,
which represents the full-time professors and
librarians at the university, voted for a strike
mandate. They have since came to an agree-
ment with the university.

Concordia has made progress in its con-
tract negotiations in the past few months. At
its meeting on Oct. 16, Concordia’s Board of
Governors ratified agreements-in-principle
that were reached with USW Local Section
9538, Sir George Williams; USW Local Sec-
tion 9538, Loyola; and the Concordia Univer-
sity Professional Employees Union.

The board also ratified two agreements-
in-principle reached with the Concordia
University Union of Support Staff — Techni-
cal Sector and the Concordia University Li-
brary Employees’ Union on Sept. 19.

Some deals that have been approved must
still be voted upon by the unions’ member-
ships. Each collective agreement will only be
made public once both the university and the
union in question sign onto it.

The TRAC union that represents teaching and research assistants at Concordia held a general assembly on Nov. 7.

Current Affairs

BRIEFS

by Erin Sparks @sparkserint ...
Deficit Grows Under PQ

Despite claims by Premier Pauline Marois
that Quebecers are in a better place financially
today than in 1995, the province’s deficit
has grown from $1.8 billion last September
to $2.3 billion as of July 31, CTV News
reported. The most significant changes
noted by the Ministry of Finance were in
Education and Culture, and Health and
Social Services, which saw an increase of
$445 million and $303 million in spending
respectively. The Parti Québécois’ finance
minister said in March he expects a balanced
budget for the 2013-2014 fiscal year.

Marois Makes Case for Sovereignty

In a weekend meeting with the theme of
making Quebec a “rich country,” Premier
Pauline Marois once again made the case
for the province’s sovereignty, the Montreal
Gazette reported. Marois asserted in a
speech at a PQ convention her belief that
to remain in Canada would be a “risky”
move for the province. However, she said
that as a minority government the PQ
would be unable to call a new referendum
on sovereignty and would not commit to
campaigning in favour of such a referendum
in the next election.

Former FTQ Chief

Dismisses Mafia Connections

Jocelyn Dupuis, the former head of the
Fonds de solidarité, the province’s most
powerful labour union, claimed it was his
belief in second chances that led him to
support several businessmen linked to the
mafia, including enforcer Raynald Desjardins,
the Montreal Gazette reported. Dupuis testified
in front of the Charbonneau Commission in
an attempt to explain his ties to Desjardins,
who worked for the Rizzuto crime family.
When asked about the possibility that
Desjardins had used Dupuis’s company to
launder money, Dupuis stated that he’d never
even considered the possibility. Desjardins is
currently in jail awaiting trial for murder.

Survey: Charter of Values

Not a Priority for Quebecers

A new CROP-L’actualité survey revealed
that the proposed charter of values does
not rank high on a list of provincial election
issues for Quebecers. A total of 1,000 people
responded to the survey, and of those
respondents only 13 per cent placed the
charter in their top three concerns, according
to the survey. The top three concerns were
a reduction in hospital wait times with 40
per cent, job creation with 34 per cent and
a reduction in taxes with 31 per cent.
Addressing issues of corruption and collusion
came in fourth by a narrow margin, with
30 per cent of respondents listing it as one
of their top three concerns.
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CSU GEARS UP FOR BYELECTION
TO FILL MULTIPLE VACANCIES

Judicial Board Approves ]

]

by Colin Harris @colinnharris

Concordia students will be heading to
the polls Nov. 19 to Nov. 21 to beef up
the Concordia Student Union Council
and to approve or deny a fee levy for
the Concordia Food Coalition.

With the legal go-ahead from
the union’s Judicial Board, under-
grads will also get the chance to
mandate their union to do some-
thing different with the space in the
Hall Building mezzanine—specifi-
cally, to launch a student-run coop-
erative café initiative when Java U’s
lease expires next semester.

The space is leased to Java U by
CUSACorp, of which the CSU is the
sole shareholder. The JB confirmed
the legality of the question on Sat-
urday, referring to article 213 of the
Quebec Business Corporations Act,
which states a sole shareholder can
issue a written declaration binding
on the corporation.

The ruling also notes the laws of
Quebec takes precedence over the

|

union’s standing regulations, which
state the CSU must “respect the au-
tonomy” of CUSACorp—wording
the JB concluded was ambiguous.

In pursuit of an eight-cent per-
credit fee levy, the CFCis in full cam-
paign mode—asking for the fee to
bring “sustainable, affordable, stu-
dent-run” food options to Concordia.

However, CSU engineering and
computer sciences councillor
Chuck Wilson feels the CFC is mis-
leading students. He says the
group is campaigning as if new
food institutions are a guarantee
with a “yes” vote from students.

“They provide consulting services
and help to create such businesses, but
are not the actual service providers
themselves,” wrote Wilson in an email
sent to the student press.

However, CFC member and CSU
Arts and Sciences council candidate
Gabriel Velasco argues the coalition
is the most effective way to see these
green goals realized, adding that a
long-term group with funding can

ava U Space Question

'
-

Seven resignations in two months has left CSU Council almost entirely made up of arts & sciences students.

counter turnover troubles sympto-
matic of student-led initiatives.

“The CFC is an incubator of proj-
ects—the idea is that this fund would
go into non-profit student-run food
options on campus,” said Velasco.

“I believe the best way to create
them is through the CFC.”

Your Council Candidates

Next week’s byelections will also
attempt to fill some empty spaces
on council after the union suffered
seven resignations in two months.

Charles Bourassa, Justin Caruso,
Shahzad Dal, Youssef Ennajimi,
Alexandre Hureau, Majed Jamous,
Patricia Martone, Damian Skulic
and Velasco are seeking election to
one of the four seats available to arts
and sciences undergrads.

Hoping to represent the John Mol-
son School of Business on council are
Kabir Bindra, Maylen Cytryn, Virginia
Law, Mohammed Nasser, Soufian El
Malki, Ahmed Mustafa, Michael
Richardson and Patrick Rivest—all

vying for the five available JMSB seats.

The three unopposed candi-
dates for ENCS—Alaa Ajam, Kyle
Arseneau and Ahmad Choukair—
need only the quorum of 450 vot-
ers in order to be elected.

“Last year we made quorum by
something absurd, by like eight
votes,” said Chief Electoral Officer
Andre-Marcel Baril of last Novem-
ber’s byelections, which he did not
preside over.

“I'm already positive we’re going
to have a better turnout this year
[...] but there’s the disappointment
of no [fine arts] students.”

Even after next week’s byelec-
tions the three seats for fine arts
students will remain empty, the fac-
ulty having had no representation
on council for over a year. Inde-
pendent students will also continue
to have no representation.

Not a single fine arts student
ran for council in these byelections
or in last spring’s general elec-
tions, despite the cohort having

the highest proportional voter
turnout last year.

“There’s a pretty big distinction
between people that are eager
enough to be councillors, and peo-
ple that are just willing to sacrifice
10 minutes of their time to write
down a vote,” said Baril.

Students will additionally be
asked to approve a change to the
CSU letters patent to increase the
value of immovable properties
owned or held by the union from $2
million to $50 million, and to ap-
prove the change of the CSU’s name
in French from I'Union étudiante de
Concordia to Syndicat des étudiants
et étudiantes de Concordia.

The union is also requesting au-
thorization to collect members’ stu-
dent numbers to verify their status,
instead of needing to go through the
Dean of Students Office to do so.

—with files from Andrew Brennan
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SURVIVING THE

GREAT WHITE NORTH

New Documentary Arctic Defenders Tells the Tale of Inuit
Families’ Forced Relocation—And How They Made the Most of it

by Jake Russell @jakeryanrussell

To most Canadians, the High Arc-
tic is a place shrouded in mystery.
Home to Inuit communities
spread far across the icy landscapes
in one of the harshest environments
on Earth, filmmaker John Walker
aims to enlighten Canadian audi-
ences by re-introducing them to
Canada’s “true north,” and the peo-
ple who have mastered living in it.

Presented by Cinema Politica
and in collaboration with RIDM,
Walker’s new documentary Arctic
Defenders delves into the origins
of High Arctic communities from
the Inuit point of view, giving them
a voice on issues long suppressed
by the Canadian government.

The film was produced by Alethea
Arnaquq-Baril at Unikkaat Studios,
with colleague Oo Agpik acting as
Walker’s partner in research and in-
terviewer and translator for the film.
Aqpik also works for the government
of Nunavut in Ottawa.

“It’s a collaboration with the
Inuit, all the voices and people
speaking in the film are Inuit,”
said Walker. “It was a great hon-
our for me and a real eye-opener.”

Walker, a Montreal native, was
captivated by northern culture as
a child when his father brought
home an authentic Inuit carving of
an Inuk and a polar bear, caught in
a struggle for survival.

In school growing up, Walker
also saw the National Film Board of

Canada’s educational films on “Es-
kimos” (which, as revealed in the
documentary, is a Cree term for
“raw meat-eater,” and not a correct
term for the Inuit, much like
“Indian” is to “Native American.”)

The documentary shows a few
clips from one such NFB film,
called Our Northern Citizen which
is, as Walker explains, cringe-wor-
thy in its misrepresentations and
racist undertones.

“Those early government films
had ‘governmentality,” very much
from the government point of view
of the 1950s, which was quite im-
perialist at the time,” Walker said.

Shipped to the Moon

In Arctic Defenders, Inuit families
tell the stories of how they or their
parents were among the 87 victims
of Canada’s sovereignty agenda in
the 1950s, forcibly relocated from
Inukjak, QC to the High Arctic in
what the government had said was
an attempt to help them to con-
tinue living as subsistence hunters.

Others, like Walker, believe the
true purpose of the relocation was
to establish the Canadian govern-
ment’s supremacy over the land
during the Cold War.

“They were shipped up there
into the High Arctic to act as
human flagpoles for Canada’s sov-
ereignty,” Walker said.

The documentary tells how Inuit
communities in Quebec were bro-
ken up and families were literally

“dumped on the beach” with no
supplies or shelter in the High Arc-
tic, and no way to go back home.

Inuit featured in the film de-
scribe the experience as being im-
prisoned in the Arctic, saying it
was like “landing on the moon.”

A number of years after his first
excursion into Resolute Bay, Walker
says he learned of this shady gov-
ernment activity and realized the
Inuit he had met weren’t in the High
Arctic by choice at all.

“Ididn’t know at the time they had
been shipped up there from Quebec,
1,500 miles north. When I discovered
that many years later, that really
shook my naiveté,” Walker said.

“I wanted to look into that
story in more detail [to find out]
what happened.”

The Canadian government only re-
cently officially apologized to the Inuit
for the forced relocation, but new
problems have arisen since the initial
wrongdoing—for instance, the sky-
high cost of living, supplies and travel.

Walker describes how proper
infrastructure still has yet to be
built in the High Arctic, such as
legitimate wharves for supply
barges to anchor and unload.

Only dangerous harbours in
the thick of high tides exist, and
sometimes boats can’t even un-
load all their cargo safely, resulting
in supply shortages for the winter.

“The Arctic has been left with
very primitive conditions because
Canada has not invested a penny

Enter the SATosphere: New Full-dome Experimental Film Immerses Moviegoers ¢ Page 12 + 13

“[The Inuit] have completely turned around

the rules of the game in the North.

in infrastructure,” said Walker.
“Canada’s very, very cheap when it
comes to the Arctic.

“[The Inuit] were forced to live
up there [...] and yet there’s no
compensation for cost of living up
there, to this day,” he added.

The Strength of the Inuit
Even in the face of a barren land-
scape and an indifferent federal
government, the Inuit have made
great strides culturally and politi-
cally, which Walker was sure to
highlight in the film. The story of
the Inuit’s decades-long endeavour
to create the northwestern territory
of Nunavut is told from the per-
spective of the major players of the
movement, such as Tagak Curley.

“[Audiences] have no idea about
the negative side of the Canadian
government’s sovereignty exploits
on the one hand,” said Walker.
“But on the other hand, they’re not
aware of, nor was I, of the positive
aspect of how the Inuit have re-
sponded to Canadian imperialism
in the North, reclaiming their terri-
tory and the creation of Nunavut—
they’ve completely turned around
the rules of the game in the North.

“That’s a very positive and in-
spiring story,” he continued. “All it
takes is individuals with vision to
mobilize and to get people together
[...] and make positive change.
That’s another story that Canadi-
ans have not been aware of.”

The film has been shown at

n

sold-out screenings across Canada,
and Walker says the comment he
hears most is that people “had no
idea” of the rollercoaster history of
the Inuit in the North, and has
even been told that “every Cana-
dian should see this film.”

Walker himself says he learned
a lot while shooting the film, and
was shown first-hand the conse-
quences of “southern arrogance” by
not respecting the great power of
the land in the North after a 3-story
iceberg shelf broke off and nearly
crashed into the film crew’s boat.

Walker had been shooting
closer to the icebergs just minutes
prior, before the Inuit boat driver
steered them away.

“I was about to say, ‘No, stay
close!’” and that’s when it crashed
down. We were very, very fortu-
nate,” Walker said.

“Iused that sequence in the film
because I was warned to be careful,
and it’s southern arrogance that we
have; we don’t listen, so I used my-
self as an example,” he continued.

“If we don’t listen to [the] Inuit,
their knowledge and awareness of
the environment in the North,
then we are risking our own peril.”

Arctic Defenders // Nov. 18 //
D.B. Clarke Theatre (1455 de
Maisonneuve Blvd. W.) // 7 p.m.
// Free admission (donations ac-
cepted) // Director John Walker
will be in attendance for a Q&A
following screening
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Parts of the movie were inspired by Tibetan mandalas—
this idea of wheels of time, and wheels of life intertwined,
and how everything is a big intertwined moving puzzle.”
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Immersive Experimental Film Six Mil Antennas -
The Final Cut Screens for Second Run in the SATosphere

If you've never before beheld the glory of a
full-dome theatre, you've come to the right
city—Montreal’s multi-platform venue La
Societé des Arts Technologiques is continu-
ing to break ground in the international
arena by screening experimental works in its
massive exhibition dome, the SATosphere.

Putting IMAX screens to shame, the
SATosphere is unique not just for the con-
tent it screens, but the way it screens it—in
immersive 360-degree dome theatres else-
where rarely used in the domain of art.

“There are a few domes in Germany, [but]
most of the time it’s planetariums presenting
more scientific-based films,” said visual artist
and experimental filmmaker Johnny Ranger,
who is screening his film Six Mil Antennas —
The Final Cut this month in the SATosphere.

“You can see over there that there’s a real
interest in what the SAT is doing, because the
SAT is probably the only [venue in the world]
that has a dome dedicated to experimental art.”

Six Mil Antennas — The Final Cut is the
SATosphere’s latest offering, screening the film
for a second time after first presenting it last fall.
The film is an updated version of its original 2011
showing, then titled simply Six Mil Antennas.

“It wouldn’t work as much to see it on a
small screen,” Ranger said, describing the
immersive nature of the film.

Ranger started his career as a visual artist for
DJs’ live shows in Montreal before branching
into creating interdisciplinary works, blending
multiple mediums. He came up with the idea
for the experimental full-dome piece in 20009.

Filmed in 2011, Ranger says the movie
was especially tricky to produce, as the
SATosphere wasn’t even fully constructed
until October of that year.

“The dome was not constructed when we

were making the film, so we couldn’t test it in
the space, we just had to imagine,” he said with
alaugh. “It was quite something to imagine.”

The result of that imagination is nothing
short of a trippy, bewildering endeavour
that traverses dreams, drugs, visions and
multiple realities.

Ranger says the movie was inspired by the
work of John C. Lilly, an unconventional sci-
entist best known for his studies with dol-
phin intelligence and his invention of the
sensory deprivation chamber in the ‘50s, a
dark soundproof tank filled with warm water
that aims to plumb the depths of human con-
sciousness with no sensory stimulation.

“He was experimenting with drugs inside
these isolation tanks to go into the depths of
his psyche,” Ranger said, mentioning keta-
mine as one of those drugs.

“From that, there’s an interest [I devel-
oped] in some kind of different, multi-level
reality that’s sometimes associated with
shamanic experiences.”

Ranger also credits Rick Strassman’s re-
search on the mysterious hallucinogenic drug
dimethyltryptamine—or DMT for short—as in-
spiration for his film, citing Strassman’s book
DMT: The Spirit Molecule, published in 2000.

“There’s definitely something to be con-
nected there, between psychology and psy-
chedelics,” he said.

Spirituality is also a motif of the film,
drawing from Buddhist beliefs about the na-
ture of the universe, and one of the reli-
gion’s symbols in particular.

“Parts of the movie were inspired by
Tibetan mandalas—this idea of wheels of
time, and wheels of life intertwined, and
how everything is a big intertwined moving
puzzle,” said Ranger.

Aside from providing mind-bending vi-
suals that thrust your consciousness in par-
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allel realities and consume your psyche, the
film has political elements as well. One of
the main recurring images is a never-ending
line of oil pumpjacks and refineries belching
the smoke and waste of burned fossil fuels
into the atmosphere.

“It’s a social critique,” said Ranger.
“There are a lot of associations for people to
interpret. There are definitely many layers
of ecology, petrol, virtual realities, what is
real and what is not real, all of this.”

As for the full-dome theatre format itself,
Ranger expects its popularity to grow as more
experimental filmmakers begin to use it.

“There’s a lot of experimentation that
can be done, not just on the screen but in
the space, using set design and incorporat-
ing dance and performance,” he said.
“There are so many ways you can create a
narrative inside the dome, and you can use
it as an immersive, virtual environment.”

Ranger also says the encapsulating for-
mat is a great way to open moviegoers’
minds to the endless ways they can see and
interact with films.

“People, when they come into that space,
are open for anything,” he said.

“First of all, they’re not sitting in a seat
necessarily, they’re sometimes lying down,
so your mind is totally open in a different
way. You don’t expect that you're going to
see a normal movie,” he continued.

“It seems to swirl you into a world that is
a bit surprising.”

Six Mil Antennas — The Final Cut [18+] //
Oct. 29 to Nov. 22 // La Societé des Arts
Technologiques (1201 St. Laurent Blvd.) //
Tuesdays to Fridays, 7 p.m. // $15 film, $49
film + Foodlab dinner

Photos Brandon Johnston

Fringe Arts
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FRINGE CALENDAR NOV. 12 TO NOV. 18 by Riley Stativa @wileyriles

MUsIC

‘I Said The Whale + Kopecky Family
Band [18+]

Nov. 12

La Sala Rossa (4848 St. Laurent Blvd.)

9 p.m.

$15

You like rock music? Feel-good tunes? Sup-

porting Canadian bands? Well, get down

to Sala Rossa to check out the upbeat

rock of Vancouver’s Said The Whale.

Continuum

Nov. 13
Rialto Theatre (5723 Parc Ave.)
8 p.m.
$12 for 34 years old and under, $25 regular
A nine-piece string ensemble perform-
ing the classiest form of remixing you
could imagine. Think classical music
skillfully fused with the modern, remind-
ing us that while music has changed
over time, it still has the same roots.

Loose Pistons + Kurvi Tasch +

These Animals
Nov. 17
Divan Orange
9:30 p.m.
$8
Get your garage, grunge and psyche-
delic rock on with this three-for-one show-
case of talent from bands as close as
Montreal, and as far as New York City.

FRINGE
GIVEAWAY

FILM

Let the Fire Burn

Nov. 15
D.B. Clarke Theatre (1455 de
Maisonneuve Blvd. W.)
7 p.m.
Free admission (donations accepted)
This found-footage film centres on the
deadly highs of racial tension in Philadel-
phia in 1985, when local authorities
faced off against the controversial radi-
cal group MOVE and detonated a bomb
that killed 11 people.

LITERATURE

5 Cadence Reading Series #1
Nov. 14

Burritoville (2055 Bishop St.)

7:30 p.m.

Free admission

Recently formed poetry collective
Cadence hosts its first reading series,
featuring eight different voices, all of
which focus on giving those who have
been marginalized a chance to speak.

PARTY

6 Lights! Camera! Murder!
Nov. 15

MainLine Theatre (3997 St. Laurent Blvd.)
8 p.m.

$10

This old Hollywood-themed murder mys-
tery game encourages participants to
show up early and to get glammed up
in a costume for a night of terror-ific fun.
So channel your inner private eye in a
trench coat, or sashay the red carpet as
Marilyn Monroe and watch the murder
unfold! Admission includes one drink.

OTHER

MTL SOUP Launch

Nov. 17
VAV Gallery (1395 René Levesque
Blvd. W.)
6 p.m.
$5 to $20 sliding scale
A bowl of soup, a slice of bread and a
chance to vote for the night’s grant win-
ners are what you'll get at this community
dinner, where the monetary contributions
of hungry soup-overs will go towards fund-
ing one of four projects that all participants
will vote on. Projects range from an after-
school gardening program all the way to
a photography experiment. When was the
last time your dinner had a side of democ-
racy? Vegetarian- and veganriendly.

2
3
4
S
6
7

Check out more listings online at
thelinknewspaper.ca/calendar

TWO TICKETS TO M FOR MONTREAL AND
ARBUTUS RECORDS SHOW

Want to see Montreal indie pop band
TOPS play the M for Montreal festival
along with experimental duo Phédre and
local fusion group Pat Jordache? We have
a pair of tickets E)r you and a friend!

The show is Friday, Nov. 22 at 8 p.m. at
Casa del Popolo (4873 St. Laurent Blvd.).

To enter, like us on Facebook and like our
official giveaway post, and we’ll pick the
winner at random next Monday, Nov. 18!

Log onto the interwebs and get crack-
ing to win those tickets!
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BEHIND THE SCENES
OF PRO SPORTS

ConU Conference Dives into the World of Professional Athletics

by Yacine Bouhali @mybouhali ...
If you've ever tuned in to watch the Montreal
Canadiens or the L.A. Dodgers over the past
few years, or cheered Canada on in the 2010
Winter Olympics, chances are you've seen the
likes of former Habs president Pierre Boivin,
Dodgers general manager Ned Colletti and
bronze medalist Joannie Rochette on TV.

But what if you had the chance to see one
face-to-face—or better yet meet all three?

At the 18th annual John Molson Sports
Business Conference last weekend, hun-
dreds of sports marketing enthusiasts got to
do exactly that.

“The John Molson Sports Business Con-
ference is the largest student-run sports
business conference in Canada,” said Angela
Baker, president of the John Molson Sports
Marketing Committee.

“It’s for students [and professionals] in-
terested in sports and hoping to work in the
industry someday.”

The three-day event took place from
Nov. 7 to Nov. 9 and featured speaker pan-
els, a keynote speech and a wealth of net-

Sports business executives and athletes share their advice at the 18th annual John Molson Sports Marketing Conference.

working opportunities in between. Ticket
prices ranged from $20 to $50 depending
on the days and events attended.

“In my early career, I had a lot of people
who helped me, [people] that I could gain
wisdom and counsel from, and every time I
have an opportunity to repay that I do,” Col-
letti, who gave this year’s keynote speech,
told The Link.

“Montreal is one of my favorite cities, I
had the opportunity to come here to talk to
some smart young people that have aspira-
tions of getting into sports.”

The conference notably offered attendees
a chance to try their hand at solving “real-life
cases studies for real-life companies” in a
friendly case competition on Thursday, as well
as panels on Friday and Saturday on topics
ranging from living under the pressure of hav-
ing your every move scrutinized, to how to
break into the business, to how today’s sports
franchises are trying to increase fan interest.

Snack breaks in between panels gave
conference-goers a chance to speak directly
with the panellists, and mingle with fellow
students and sports business professionals.

Colletti was one of over 20 sports execu-
tives and athletes who came to share their
thoughts and experiences at the conference.
Among them was Memphis Grizzlies gen-
eral manager Chris Wallace.

“I love to interact with young people who
are passionate about getting into the world of
sports,” said Wallace, who managed the Boston
Celtics for 10 seasons before taking on the same
role with the Grizzlies in 2007.

“Hopefully [the speakers] steer the stu-
dents’ curiosity and make them even more
motivated to jump in this career path—which
is very difficult to plan,” he continued.

“You have to jump in the pool and start
swimming, do the best you can and oftentimes
some amazing things will happen to you.”

You would think such high-profile figures as
Colletti and Wallace would come with a hefty
price tag, but all speakers agreed to speak for
free at the conference; the committee only cov-
ered their flights, accommodation and meals.

But the near two-dozen panellists that at-
tended weren’t the only ones invited to speak.

“I sent out a hundred e-mails to every sin-
gle general manager and president in the

NHL, NBA, NFL and MLB,” said the commit-
tee’s director of speakers, Terrence Dobson.

“I wanted to get that person that people
would be like, ‘No way we’re gonna get
them.” It was a lot of work but we were able
to reach our goal.”

Over 20 Canadian universities sent out
delegates to attend the conference, which was
also open to professionals for the first time.

“The conference is definitely worth it,
just because you're not going be able to do
something like this anywhere else,” said
Riché Leveille, a student who came all the
way from British Columbia to attend.

“You usually see these people on TV, but
they’re not going to give you personal advice
like they do here.

“It’s a huge networking event. In Canada,
you're more likely not going to have a job in
your hometown, and there are only four or
five big cities where you can have these job
opportunities,” she continued.

“So to be here and be able to benefit from
that, it’s just great.”

Photo Adam Castonguay
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MAKEOVER COMPLETED

Concordias Renovated Rink Finally Reopens

by David S. Landsman @dslands

One year, over $6 million and two weeks of
home-games-away-from-home later, Con-
cordia’s Ed Meagher Arena is finally reno-
vated and looking spiffier than ever.

Named after the late Loyola-alum Ed-
mund Richard Meagher in 2000, the arena
has been home to the Concordia men’s and
women’s hockey teams since 1967 and has
housed various hockey tournaments hosted
by neighbouring Loyola High School.

The renovations for the arena, which hosted
its first game last Friday when the men’s team
lost 6-4 to the Wilfrid Laurier Golden Hawks,
weren’t cheap at the cost of $6.5 million in a
deal struck in July 2012 between the provincial
government and Concordia—but they were
well worth it if you ask the players.

“Although we are still working out some
kinks, the improvements are huge,” said
Stingers’ women’s hockey captain Erin
Lally, who missed out on the team’s first
game in the new arena—a 4-1 loss to the
University of Ottawa Sunday afternoon—
due an injury. “The boards have better
bounce, the higher glass and the ice is much
firmer, which makes for a faster surface.”

The arena is the latest accomplishment in
the university’s athletics department’s cam-

paign to improve facility development, on a list
that includes the inauguration of the univer-
sity’s outdoor turf fields in 2003, the fitness
centre Le Gym in 2005, the Stinger Dome in
2009 and the PERFORM Centre in 2010.

“Throughout my five years with the Stingers
I have been fortunate enough to see the huge
transformations that have gone on at the ath-
letic complex, PERFORM centre and now the
arena renovations,” said Lally. “I feel very
grateful that I have been able to be a part of all
this growth within Concordia athletics.”

One of the first things you’ll notice when
walking in the renovated arena is the new
paint. The old maroon painted seats got a sleek
makeover with black and yellow colour at both
ends, with maroon covering the middle seat-
ing. There’s also netting that covers the major-
ity of the ice except for at the players’ benches.

The benches also have a new separation
between them and the rest of the stands that
will be used as a walkthrough for fans and
late arrivals—something Lally approves of.

“One of my favourite changes is the sep-
aration of the players’ benches and the
stands,” she said. “It helps create a bubble
around us while we are playing, therefore
we can maintain a better focus.”

The ice itself is a new surface, which is now
more environmentally friendly as it uses a car-

bon-dioxide refrigeration system instead of the
old ammonia-based system used before.

“We have a great new ice surface, every-
body likes it,” said Marvin Cooper, manager
of facilities planning and development for
the Stingers. “It’s very eco-friendly—it’s
hard, cold and freezes very well.”

Noticeable changes can also be found at
the south end of the arena. The zamboni
door, which used to be underneath the en-
trance, has been pushed to the south end.

The extra space towards the north end as a
result allowed for major renovations to the dress-
ing rooms. They’re now bigger and allow more
room for players to move around, shower and
provide more personal space for each athlete.

“Our dressing room is spectacular,” said
Stingers winger Jaymee Shell. “The new
arena itself is great for the team and to re-
cruit future players.”

“We finally have a space that is compa-
rable to the men’s,” added Lally. “This is a
great reflection of the women’s program at
Concordia and women’s hockey as a whole.”

The arena’s reopening is particularly
welcomed by the hockey teams’ coaches,
who are now back to their usual routine.

“We've been on the ice since Monday, and it
felt good to come back here and practice,” said
Kevin Figsby, head coach of the men’s team.
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“We’re thoroughly pleased to be back home.”

Figsby’s team had hit the road for its first four
regular season games before playing its first two
home games at the Verdun Auditorium.

Les Lawton’s women’s squad, mean-
while, had shuffled all around at the begin-
ning of the season, playing four games in
four different arenas—two in Ottawa and
two in Quebec, where the Stingers took to
the ice at the TMR Arena and the Centre
Multisports de Chateauguay, respectively,
for their first two home games.

“It took a while, but it’s really nice to play
at your home rink,” said Stingers veteran
centre Alyssa Sherrard. “It’s definitely nice
not to have to travel around so much.”

The arena is still smoothing out its kinks,
however. Notably, a mechanical problem
kept the zamboni door from closing last Sat-
urday, delaying that afternoon’s men’s game
for an hour and a half.

Final touches aside, the athletics depart-
ment is pleased to finally open the arena’s
doors to the public.

“I'm always excited and proud of what we're
able to accomplish,” said Cooper. “It’s always a
great feeling to give the student and the athletes
a newer, better facility anytime you can.”

Photo Matt Garies

The Stingers’ Anthony Nobili takes a shot in the newly renovated Ed Meagher Arena in the men’s hockey team’s 5-2 loss to the Waterloo Warriors on Saturday.
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RUNNING ON EMPTY

Womenss Offence Fizzles in Season Opener

A TASTE OF THEIR

by Julian McKenzie @therealestimac

When your star player, the provincial con-
ference MVP for the last two years, is on the
court for 32 minutes of the game and makes
only two baskets, your chances of winning
as a team are almost nonexistent.

That was the case for the Concordia
women’s basketball team in their season
opener last Thursday, a game in which star
fourth-year guard Kaylah Barrett scored just
four points as the Stingers fell 53-42 to the
Université du Québec 4 Montréal Citadins.

Last season, the Stingers beat UQAM in
all four of their matchups, including a 65-62
win in the Réseau du sport étudiant du
Québec Conference semifinals.

But Barrett wasn’t the only Stinger strug-
gling to find the basket on Thursday.

Fifth-year point guard Ashley Clarke also
had a performance to forget, making only
one of her 11 attempts.

As a team, the Stingers didn’t do much bet-
ter, making just 17 of their 56 shooting attempts
and scoring only 13 points in the second half.

“We are a fairly-high powered offence for
CIS women’s basketball, and to score 13 points
in the second half is kind of a kick in the face,”
said Concordia’s head coach Keith Pruden,
who was visibly upset at the end of the game.

“It’s not good enough to beat anybody.”

Leading 29-21 at halftime a fierce Stingers
offence disappeared come the second half,
scoring only eight points in the third period
and just five in the last one—all while giving
up 32 points to the Citadins in that span.

“We completely went away from our
gameplan,” said Pruden.

Pruden did have at least one thing to be
happy about: the performance of sopho-
more forward Marilyse Roy-Viau.

Despite nursing a foot injury, Roy-Viau
was on the court for 31 minutes and led the
team in scoring with 18 points while also re-
covering five rebounds.

“She’s playing in a lot of pain right now,
she has a bad foot,” said Pruden.

“She was probably the bright spot. She
did some good things defensively as well,”
he continued.

But Pruden says having one bright spot
isn’t necessarily something to be desired.

“Sometimes as a group, when one person
is having a good game, we have a bunch of
other people who kind of sit back and watch,
and there was a little bit of that today,” he said.

The Stingers will look to rebound from their
season-opening loss this Saturday, when theyll
invite the Bishop’s Gaiters to the Concordia
Gym for their home opener. Tip-offisat 2 p.m.

OWN MEDICINE

Men’s Season Starts With Blown 13-Point Lead

by Julian McKenzie @therealestjmac

A year ago, the Concordia Stingers men’s
basketball team orchestrated a shocking 19-
point comeback in the fourth quarter to ruin
the Université de Québec a Montréal Cara-
bins’ home opener.

Last Thursday night, the Citadins gave
Concordia a taste of its own medicine.

Playing their season opener, the Stingers
led for most of the game as they took a 52-
46 lead into the fourth period.

But they soon saw that six-point lead
turn to a 53-53 tie just over two minutes
into the final frame before finally giving up
the lead for good on a Citadins jumper mo-
ments later, ultimately losing 69-62.

“We turned over the ball a little bit too
much,” said sophomore forward Michael
Fosu, who scored 11 points and garnered
seven rebounds for the Stingers.

“Some of my teammates were frustrated
with each other,” he continued.

“In the first half, we were playing good
basketball, but in the second half, we were
just pressing too much.”
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The Stingers’ strong start saw them lead
by as much as 13 points in the second period
after a back-and-forth opening frame.

But the team’s inability to follow head
coach John Dore’s instructions saw that
lead quickly evaporate in the second half.

“[Dore] was just telling us to control the
pace,” said Fosu. “Just make efficient plays
down the stretch. Don’t rush anything and
we’d be good down in the fourth quarter,
but we didn’t execute.”

Despite the loss, the Stingers nonethe-
less have reason to smile after receiving a
strong performance from former Bishop’s
Gaiters forward Mukiya Post. Post, making
his debut as a Stinger, put on a dominating
performance on Thursday, leading the
team with 18 points—12 from the three-
point line—and adding seven rebounds in
37 minutes of work.

The Stingers do have some time to lick
their wounds before their next game—their
home opener versus Bishop’s is on Satur-
day, Nov. 16. Tip-off is at 4 p.m.
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BOXSCORES

WEEK OF NOV 4. TO NOV. 10

L 2R 2R 2

Sunday, Nov. 10

Women’s Hockey—Concordia 1, University of Ottawa 4

Men’s Hockey—Concordia 4, Wilfrid Laurier University 6

Men’s Rugby—Concordia 18, Bishop’s University 38

Men’s Basketball-Concordia 62, Université du Québec & Montreal 69

Women’s Basketball-Concordia 42, Université du Québec & Montreal 53

UPCOMING GAMES

THIS WEEK IN CONCORDIA SPORTS

Sunday, Nov. 17

L 2R 2R 4

Women'’s Hockey at McGill Martlets
Men’s Hockey at Lakehead Thunderwolves

Women'’s Basketball vs. Bishop’s Gaiters (Home Opener)
Men’s Basketball vs. Bishop’s Gaiters (Home Opener)
Men’s Hockey at Lakehead Thunderwolves

Men’s Rugby vs. Sherbrooke Gaiters (RSEQ Semi-final)
Women’s Hockey vs. Ottawa Gee-Gees

Check out Stingers game summaries at thelinknewspaper.ca/sports



SCIENCE & TECH
SPECIAL ISSUE

BRAINSTORM

What does the future hold for humanity? It's an idea that
occupies the minds of our greatest thinkers every day.

The world is filled with things that challenge the
limits of being human. Exoskeletal devices and other
implanted technologies are moving us beyond our
limited human capabilities, while robots falling in love
and improvising jazz are chipping away at our con-
crete notions of personhood.

Come help us look for answers—or if you have
good stories to tell. Have you heard of some mind-
boggling research you think is ready to change the
world? Just plain curious? Come by our office to
see why science rules.

Friday, Nov. 15 at 2 p.m.

The Link’s Office

1455 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W.
H-649

Graphic Graeme Shorten Adams
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INTRODUCING:

MEDIA FILE

As media takes up an increasing amount of room in
our lives, shaping the way we see the world for
better or worse, it's never been more important to
take stock of the situation. Enter Media File, our
newest blog. Breaking down the trends and rebels
of today’s media landscape in Montreal and
beyond, Media File analyzes and questions where
we stand in this new and ever-changing scene.

Visit thelinknewspaper.ca/blogs to see the inaugural
post on BuzzFeed's foray into legitimate journalism.
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AGEISM CONTINUES TO ENDURE

Age-Based Discrimination in Canada Cannot be Overlooked

by Claire Loewen

The other night, my 21-year-old boyfriend
complained to me about being in the third
decade of his life. According to him, people
only have six real fulfilling decades to live,
and by the time people are in their 20s they've
already experienced almost half of them.

When I told him that looking at age that
way is discriminatory and ageist he laughed,
saying that unlike sexism and racism,
ageism is a ridiculous notion.

This exchange encapsulates one of the
major issues with ageism—people simply
don’t take it seriously. Most age groups re-
ceive unfair treatment based on their age, and
the fact that people are largely unaware of this
treatment only exacerbates the situation, al-
lowing it to become ingrained in society.

In the media, the elderly tend to be portrayed
as creepy, half-witted or just plain grouchy,
while young adults and teenagers are shown as
unruly delinquents, unappreciative brats or peo-
ple utterly unable to make rational decisions.

News, TV shows or even cartoons fo-
cused on juvenile delinquency or elderly pe-
dophilia create damaging stereotypes for
age groups just as they do for gender and
racial groups. These stereotypes become in-

ternalized, and some may choose to act a
certain way based on how they understand
their age group is supposed to behave.
When individuals act on these damaging
stereotypes it encourages ageism by provid-
ing a reason to dislike a certain age group.
The ensuing discrimination leads to big-
ger social problems, like the high number of
unemployed senior citizens in Australia, or
the fact that a recent report by Revera and
the International Federation on Ageing
found that 79 per cent of Canadians believe
seniors 75 and older are seen as being less
important than other members of society.
According to the report, 63 per cent of
Canadians over 66 have been treated un-
fairly as a result of their age.
Roles based on age have been around for
a long time, and while some of them, like
the authority adults have over young chil-
dren, make sense—there needs to be a bal-
ance between authority and respect.
Expressions like “respect your elders” show
that valuing older people has been historically
important, but the level of respect that older
people were once given is fading. Rather than
being looked up to, elderly people are often
taken advantage of by those they encounter.
Ageism extends to the medical system as

well; there is a growing shortage of doctors
specializing in geriatrics, which focuses on
health care of the elderly. It’s something that
can arguably be linked to the ageist attitudes
that inform our culture: Doctors aren’t at-
tracted to the field of geriatrics, and the re-
sult is a severe shortage in specialists trained
to address the ailments of senior citizens.

Ageism will only lead to greater problems
as the population continues to age and must
be taken seriously and properly addressed.
As data from Statistics Canada has sug-
gested, population aging will become in-
creasingly pronounced as baby boomers
move into retirement and our birth rate con-
tinues to fall short of the replacement line.

As popular ideas about age groups
evolve, ageism grows and becomes more
complex. The world has changed more in
the past century than it has over hundreds
of years, and as 50 becomes the new 65 in-
tolerance can become more pronounced.

It was once accepted that young people
were of less value, but with movies like 1953’s
The Wild One and 1985’s The Breakfast Club
the rights of younger people became fixtures
of pop culture, serving as a venue to promote
equality between age groups.

The Who'’s “My Generation” is another ex-

ample of this. Released in 1965, the song speaks
out against ageism towards young people,
though with lyrics like “I hope I die before I get
old,” the song could be considered ageist itself.

The reality is that each age group ex-
presses ageist sentiments towards others.
When was the last time you made a com-
ment that could be considered rude towards
someone older or younger than you? Is
commenting on your grandmother’s tech-
nologically challenged email an acceptable,
even loveable act, or is it actually an act of
discrimination? The line is blurry.

The bottom line is that ageism is present
in society, and is dangerous when taken to
extremes. We see it every day, towards the
young, elderly and even middle-aged. But if
we all maintain a basic level of respect for
those around us, issues of age discrimina-
tion and ageist behaviour can be remedied.

Being aware of stereotypes related to age
is key. By trying not to make assumptions
about a person’s personality or skills based
on their age, we can move towards ending
ageism. What is perhaps most important is
that people begin to take this discrimination
seriously. Ageism must not be overlooked.

Graphic Graeme Shorten Adams
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MCGILL NEEDS TO THINK ABOUT MORE THAN ITS
REPUTATION IN SEXUAL ASSAULT CASES

A preliminary hearing is set to take place next
month regarding three McGill University
football players charged with sexual assault
with a weapon and forcible confinement oc-
curring in September 2011. We, the Sexual
Assault Centre of the McGill Students’ Soci-
ety, denounce the McGill administration’s ef-
forts to distance itself from this case and from
rape culture at McGill in general.

As a pro-survivor and anti-oppressive stu-
dent service, SACOMSS is dedicated to the
support of survivors of sexual assault and
their allies. Through our work, it has become
increasingly apparent that McGill fails to ad-
dress sexual assault in any meaningful way.
In fact, McGill has no sexual assault policy.

McGill appears to act only when its rep-
utation is at stake. In 2005, the McGill foot-

ball team’s last two regular season games
were cancelled after a school investigation
uncovered shameful hazing with explicit
sexual connotations.

At the time, then-interim provost An-
thony Masi stated, “Greater vigilance, a
stronger emphasis and investment in posi-
tive team-building programs and activities,
a greater awareness and responsibility on
the part of our coaches, staff and the players
themselves are critical to ensure that this
never happens again. That is our clear goal.”

This stands in sharp contrast to McGill’s
response to its current sexual assault case.
A Gazette article published on Nov. 1, 2013
reports that the newspaper contacted
McGill in the weeks following the events of
2011. Furthermore, the coach at the time

was informed after the students were ar-
rested in April 2012.

Despite this, no action has been taken on
the part of the McGill administration to ad-
dress these events. We find this reprehensible.

How many times must these assaults
occur before McGill develops a policy to ad-
dress sexual assault? Currently, there is nei-
ther a policy to mandate support services
and awareness campaigns, nor an outline of
how McGill responds to sexual assault at all.

While SACOMSS is proud to offer its many
services and is committed to continuing its
valuable work, we believe that the responsi-
bility to offer these essential services should
not fall solely to our volunteers. McGill needs
to take responsibility for addressing the harms
caused within its community.

When will the administration stop mak-
ing empty statements and start taking con-
crete steps to end the systemic perpetuation
of rape culture on our campus?

We would like to emphasize that
SACOMSS is a pro-survivor service, mean-
ing that we believe this survivor as well as
all survivors. While this case may be highly
publicized, it is important to remember
those survivors whose voices are never
heard. SACOMSS is open to all survivors
and their allies.

For support and more information on our
services call our line at 514-398-8500, drop
in to the centre, or visit www.sacomss.org.

—The Sexual Assault Centre
of the McGill Students’ Society

The Doug Leslie Bursary @ I.l N K

CONCORDIA’S INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER SINCE 1980

According to his colleagues, Leslie left behind his reservations and began a
column that became “the heart and soul” of the new paper, which was beset
with short staff and other organizational issues in its inaugural year. Leslie also
fought to keep the paper independent of the student council.

He died in August 2012, leaving The Link as his legacy.

The labour of love at a student newspaper provides a wealth of training and con-
nections gained only through countless hours of volunteering, and is a necessary
entry in the resumés of budding industry hopefuls.

However, the sacrifice of long unpaid hours serves as a deterrent for many
looking to break into their field. To help young contributors in financial need,
The Link Publication Society has decided to create a bursary in the memory of
Doug Leslie, the first editor-in-chief to lead The Link.

Leslie was an English literature student who overcame financial difficulty
to champion the newspaper through its teething stage as the two campus
papers merged. He was coaxed into becoming the first editor; his first words

The award will be available to a registered, returning student who is in
financial need and is a staff member (reporter, designer, photographer, artist,
etc.) of The Link. Staff members are defined as those who have made four (4)
contributions to the newspaper in a semester. Contributions may be rolled-

in print as EIC were “Frankly, I never thought I'd be doing this.”

over from the prior semester before the applications are due.

The deadline for submission is
Friday November 22, 2013 at 4 p.m.
Applicants must include a letter explaining their level
of financial need, merit and motivation for the
bursary, along with three (3) clippings from The Link.
The bursary recipient(s) will be announced the
third week of January. Submissions can be sent to
business@thelinknewspaper.ca.

The following contributors and masthead
members are eligible to apply:

Graeme Shorten Adams, Justin Blanchard, Yacine
Bouhali, Andrew Brennan, Alex Callard, Paku
Daoust-Cloutier, Liana Di Iorio, Josh Dixon, Sara
Dubreuil, Betty Fisher, Matt Garies, Alex Gauthier,
Flora Hammond, Colin Harris, Alexandre Hureau,
Brandon Johnston, Vanik Kechian, David Lands-
man, Alejandra Melian-Morse, Paula Monroy,
Jayde Norstrom, Seila Rizvic, Jake Russell, Erin
Sparks, Riley Stativa, Geoffrey Vendeville and
Michael Wrobel.

The following contributors need one more
submission to be eligible:
June Loper, Margie Ramos and Erin Storus.
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Alittle over a year ago, I became involved at
AIDS Community Care Montreal, an awe-
some non-profit HIV/AIDS community or-
ganization. Since then I've become more
aware of the misconceptions many people
have regarding HIV through the questions
I'm often asked about my work environment.

“Aren’t you afraid of catching HIV?” “Do
you use the same bathrooms?” “Is it hard to
work with people who are dying?” These
questions point to the fact that as a society
and generation, we're incredibly misin-
formed about HIV and AIDS.

What we think we know is often loaded with
stigma and myths, and these often act as unnec-
essary barriers to accessing proper support and
prevention. So this week I've decided to share
five things I wish everyone knew about HIV.

1. HIV and AIDS are not the same thing. HIV
stands for human immunodeficiency virus, a
virus that attacks a type of white blood cell
known as CD4 T cells, which are part of the
immune system and are responsible for ini-
tiating the body’s response to infections.
HIV progressively weakens the immune
system, making the body more susceptible
to opportunistic infections, such as pneumo-

nia. AIDS, on the other hand, is an acronym
for acquired immunodeficiency syndrome
and refers to having an opportunistic infec-
tion and/or a white blood cell count below a
critical level due to an HIV infection.

People don’t die of AIDS, but from infec-
tions that take advantage of the weakened
immune system of someone with AIDS. HIV
can progress to AIDS but, depending on
treatment, someone with HIV won’t neces-
sarily develop AIDS.

2, HIV is not a death sentence and people liv-
ing with it aren’t dying. As mentioned above,
someone living with HIV won’t necessarily
develop AIDS and, while HIV results in a
weakened immune system, it itself is not a
cause of death. Life doesn’t end with an HIV
infection; many people still live long, healthy
lives thanks to treatments now available.

3. HIV is treatable, not curable. There’s a
scary trend among Canadian youth of think-
ing that everything, including HIV, is curable
with a pill. HIV is not curable at present!
However, it is treatable with various
medications called anti-retroviral drugs.
Many of these medications have side effects

that require other medications to treat, and
it can take time to find the right combina-
tion of medications, and at no point will the
need for those medications go away. This
doesn’t mean HIV is unmanageable by any
means, but it does require some drastic
lifestyle changes and commitment. Like any
other chronic illness, such as diabetes, an
HIV diagnosis will require closer monitor-
ing and awareness of your health.

4. You can’t catch HIV from a toilet seat,
from shaking hands or sharing a workspace.
HIV is a virus that can be transmitted
through five bodily fluids: blood, semen (in-
cluding pre-cum), vaginal fluid, anal fluid
and breast milk, all of which must originate
from an HIV-positive person.

For transmission to occur, one of these flu-
ids must make contact with an entry point,
like a cut or sore, and enter the body. HIV can-
not be transmitted by saliva or skin contact.

Risk of transmission also depends on a
person’s viral load, which is the detectable
amount of the virus in their blood. With anti-
retrovirals, many people’s viral loads are very
low, even undetectable, which lowers the risk
of transmission even in these situations.

5. The stigma of HIV can be just as danger-
ous as the virus itself. Unfortunately, man-
aging the HIV virus is not the only
challenge faced by people living with HIV.
Stigma from others with limited under-
standings of HIV can lead to social isola-
tion and further barriers to seeking and
receiving support.

Stigma also prevents people from get-
ting tested and knowing their status. It per-
petuates the idea that HIV only infects a
specific kind of person that engages in a
specific kind of sex, but HIV doesn’t dis-
criminate, people do.

If you're interested in learning more about
HIV and AIDS you can check out the Con-
cordia HIV/AIDS Project at aids.concor-
dia.ca and ACCM at accmontreal.org.

—Melissa Fuller @mel_full

Got a quick health question2 Just need a re-
source? Text SextEd at 514-700-0445 for a
confidential answer within 24 hours!

Submit your question anonymously at
sex-pancakes.com and check out “Sex &
Pancakes” on Facebook.

TEST YOUR DOCUMENTARY ACUMEN

by Liana di Iorio @MsBerbToYou

Across

2. In Super Size Me, Morgan Spurlock
documents his experience of eating food
from only this chain for an entire month.

7. Carl Sagan taught an entire generation
about the origin of life on Earth in this
1980s PBS docu-series.

8. Hoop Dreams follows two high school
students from this Midwestern city who try
to make it to the NBA. The lack of an Oscar
nod for the film ended up stirring a lot of
controversy.

9. Political filmmaker Michael Moore
won an Academy Award for his documen-
tary on gun violence in America titled

for Columbine.

10. The groundbreaking Murderball
shines a light on Paralympic athletes who
play this full-contact sport on four wheels.

11. Tightrope walkin’ ain’t easy, but that
didn’t keep Philippe Petit from daring to
walk on a wire between this city’s Twin Tow-
ers in 1974. (2 words)

Down

1. The hunting of this sea mammal in Japan
is exposed and explored in 2009’s The Cove.

3. The nature docu-series Planet Earth
was co-produced by the BBC, CBC and this
American channel, and took over five years
to put together.

4. Ridley Scott partnered with this video-
sharing website to create Life in a Day, a
film that uses over 80,000 crowd submis-
sions from 192 countries.

5. Exit Through the Gift Shop is directed
by this famous graffiti artist and tells the
story of a man who becomes fascinated with
street art.

6. This former vice-president of the
United States told us all An Inconvenient
Truth about climate change in the 2006 doc.

Graphic Flora Hammond
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Broche a Foin (brosh-ah-fwoehn): Something that is "broche a foin" is something that is done in a hurry (often sloppily). When used in a more general context it alludes to
something that is disorganized or improvised. A "broche a foin" refers to the metal or plastic wire used to attach hay bales.
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Moumoune (moo-moon): A popular Québécois way of saying “coward” or “wimp.”

NAH MSAYIN?
The Great Men’s Room Flood

Let’s take a moment to talk about the sorry state of earthquakes, since the stalls are completely out of

the Hall Building men’s rooms. alignment—making nary a stall close the way you've

I'm not asking for a golden throne here, but there  been lead to believe they always would.
are some basic requirements all public bathrooms Here in the Hall Building they’re more like semi-
should adhere to. private “bathroom cubicles.”

If you don’t spend much time in the Land of Broken I don’t know if the women’s bathrooms suffer the
Escalators, let me fill you in. You're sitting in a stall, mind-  same shoddy stall and toilet-work, and my sympathy
ing your own business, and you hear a flushing sound. abounds if so.

The Great Toilet Tide rushes towards your fearful Testing every building’s bathrooms isn’t common

feet, so you suspend them, hovering over the escaped  practice when doing a university open house. But maybe

water flowing over the bathroom floor. The terror it should be, at least for potential Concordia students.

doesn’t stop there, however. Warn your younger siblings and friends, and abandon
With your feet in the air, one hand is pushed all hope ye who enter the Hall Building bathrooms.

against the stall door to prevent it from swinging

open wildly. The Hall Building must be prone to —Colin Harris, Editor-in-Chief Graphic Caity Hall
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BUILDING A SAFER CONCORDIA

Around this time last year over 100 people
marched in the annual Take Back the
Night demonstration, holding banners in
support of the Sexual Assault Centre cam-
paign at Concordia.

One year later, the centre’s doors are
finally open.

Concordia’s Sexual Assault Resource Cen-
tre opened on Nov. 11 after two years of cam-
paigning by the Centre for Gender Advocacy.
It offers much-needed services and repre-
sents a milestone in Concordia’s history.

The fact that the SARC is now open,
complete with university funding, an acces-
sible space and a full-time employee, is im-
pressive. Two years is warp speed in
Concordia time—and it shows how effective
the “A Safer Concordia” campaign has been.

With a focus on prevention, it shows a
commitment from the university to not only
address after-the-fact incidents, but also the
systemic issues that contribute to the unset-
tling statistic of one in four students being
sexually assaulted while in university.

It makes us optimistic that archaic be-
liefs—of survivors as the ones provoking
these assaults—can further fade into his-
tory. The rhetoric of not walking alone after
dark and not wearing short skirts has been
perpetuated for far too long. Placing empha-
sis on prevention is enormously important.

A campus is a fickle place, with activists
decrying rape culture sharing the space with
cheers promoting “non-consensual sex,” as
most large media outlets described a contro-
versial St. Mary’s University frosh chant that
made headlines earlier this year. The amount
of attention this kind of behaviour is getting,
however, is a sign that things are changing.

As a shared space, it’s imperative that
everyone feels safe in it.

That this is a university-backed initiative
highlights the fact that the overturning of
the victim-blaming norm is slowly unfold-
ing the public consciousness—and it’s im-
portant to give credit where it is due.

The Centre’s work, collaborating with Coun-
selling and Development, the Dean of Students

Office, the Concordia Student Union and Con-
cordia Health Services, shows how groups with
very different mandates can unite under a com-
mon banner and bring about change.

The administration has shown that ad-
dressing issues of sexual assault does not
mean that rape will automatically be
brought to mind when you think of Concor-
dia—it’s quite the opposite, in fact. Providing
these resources to survivors and the commu-
nity-at-large is something to be celebrated.

Simply because there is a sexual assault
centre does not mean that assaults will stop
happening, but its presence will work to
bring the issue out of the shadows.

Now students have somewhere to go—
where they know they will speak with peo-
ple possessing the appropriate sensitivity
and training—if they are assaulted.

This effort shows the university is put-
ting the well-being of students ahead of
publicizing taboo subjects, and it’s worth
commending. While the centre’s coordina-
tor has a one-year contract, all parties in-

volved seem confident in a sustained future
for the program, and it is imperative that
this initiative lasts beyond just a single year.

Out of the demands in the Centre for Gen-
der Advocacy’s sexual assault centre petition
signed by more than 1,000 supporters, there
is one point that’s still in the works.

The petition calls for the university to
“enact clear and accessible policy relating
specifically to cases of sexual assault;” we’re
hopeful of that coming soon. The Centre has
already proven the resilience of its “A Safer
Concordia” campaign.

To make clearer what is expected of those
outside of the SARC environment, Concor-
dia’s Code of Rights and Responsibilities must
be amended. The Centre has called for a dis-
tinction to be made between sexual harass-
ment and sexual assault, and we echo that call.

Creating true change means we can never
rest on our laurels. We're going in the right di-
rection, but there is still much work to be done.

Graphic Graeme Shorten Adams
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In “Life After McGrath” [Vol. 34, Iss. 11], it was stated that Rémi Aboussouan is a La Presse columnist. In fact, he wrote the cited article in a special to La Presse. The original
version of the article also stated that the Stingers went 1-7 in 2012 and a combined 1-15 over the past two years, and that McGrath complied a 63-67 overall record as head coach
of the team. In fact, the Stingers went 2-7 in 2012 and a combined 2-15 over the past two years, and McGrath compiled a 64-66 overall record as head coach of the team.

In “How Concordia Candidates Fared in the Municipal Election” [Vol. 34, Iss. 11], it was stated that Russell Copeman will “now leave his position at Concordia.” In fact, he
will only leave his administrative position as associate vice-president of external affairs, but will remain an adjunct professor.

In “Commemorative Vigil Draws Attention to those Killed by Police Officers” [Vol. 34, Iss. 9], it was stated that Bill 12, which will create a new civilian organization to investigate incidents
involving police that result in civilian injuries or fatalities, was passed in the Quebec National Assembly “on May 9 of last year.” In fact, it was passed on May 9, 2013. The Link regrets the errors.
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* WOK IMPERIAL

Szechuan Cuisine

e DELI-M
Smoked Meat
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Taiwanese Teas & Cuisine

*FONDUE CHINOISE EXPRESS
Chinese Fondue
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*SAMIR

Lebanese Cuisine

*YUKI RAMEN

Japanese Noodles

*BANGKOK CUISINE

Thailand Cuisine

* SAINT-CINNAMON

Cinnamon Rolls - Crepes
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