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ANDREW?’S PUB

1241 Guy - South of St.Catherine Street

¢ Free pool table e Soccer table
¢ Tuesday comedy show

¢ Thursday & Friday Karaoke

e Saturday live music ¢ Free wifi

Specials everyday from 4 pm to 7 pm

Booze to fit a student budget

BOFFCT

CUISINE INDIENNE / INDIAN CUISINE

STUDENT SPECIAL~*
<o) LUNCH & DINNER 2

50% OFF EVERY TUESDAY
10% OFF THE REST OF THE WEEK

*with valid student 1D

only 2 minutes irom Concordia!

1481 RENE-LEVESQUE W.
TEL: 514.934.0655

www.buffetmaharaja.com

CLASSIFIED ADS

$3.50+tax for Concordia undergraduate students.
i $5.00+tax for others $0.25/word after 15 words.

» DEADLINE: 2 p.m. Friday.
Classifieds must be purchased at our offices
1455 De Maisonneuve W. Room 649 and be
accompanied by full payment.
Monday to Friday, 10 a.m.to 5 p.m.
Closed on Wednesdays.
We do not take classified ads
by telephone, fax or E-mail.
CANADA COLLEGE: All language courses
$7/h. Small groups. French Test, TEFaQ,
preparation for Quebec Immigration (CSQ)
(TEFaQ and TEF approved Test Centre) - CSQ
Interview Preparation. English  Teaching

Certificate (TESOL), certified by TESL Canada

O LINK

OPIRC?
AnnualiGeneral

Meeting
Thursday, Oct. 11th

OpeniHouse 9:30pm, AGM6:30pm

1500, de Maisonneuve 0., #204
childcare & translation avallah!g

info@qpirgc;ncord .org
www.qgpirgconcordia.org

Federation - Student Permit - Permit Renewal
- GMAT and TOEFL Preparation (TOEFL iBT
Authorized Center) Metro PEEL. 514-868-
6262. info@CollegeCanada.com
www.CollegeCanada.com

LES VACANCES GRATUITES, C’EST POSSI-
BLE! Crée un groupe pour partir en vacances
avec tes amis et collegues pour un événement
culturel ou sportif, une réunion de famille, la
relache scolaire ou simplement une excursion
de loisirs et de découvertes, et gagne de I'ar-
gent!! Détails: 514-284-3793- info@corail-
bleu.qc.ca

PROFESSIONAL ESSAY HELP. Research,
Writing and Editing. Writers with post-graduate
degrees available to help! All subjects, all lev-
els. 1.888.345.8295 or www.customessay.com

ADVERTISE IN THE LINK
514-848-7406

MULTICULTURAL ACADEMY CANADA
LANGUAGE SCHOOL

1
|
|
French Courses |
Intensive Day - Night and Weekend Classes 1
BEST PRICES IN TOWN 1

Grammar and conversation courses taught from your mother tongue.
Also TEFAQ and IELTS preparation - Student Visa I
Free IELTS - Laboratory and exams practices I
1500. de Maisonneuve W. suite 401 - Across from Concordia Campus |
514-994-9590 or email: info@collegemac.ca |

$10 to $30 Rebate with this coupon upon registration

JOIN the LINK!

MEETING
FRIDAY AT 4 PM
HALL BUILDING

ROOM 649

BT I )

HERE!
BE VISIBLE

to 40,000 STUDENTS

University of Ottawa |

Study Law in the National Capital

Obtain a uOttawa JD degree in either English or French with a concentration in

Law and
Technology

Social Justice .

Or take advantage of our many joint programs,* including
« JD/LLL (National Program) with uOttawa’s Civil Law Section

International Law

- Environmental Law

JD/LLL (Programme de droit canadien) with uOttawa’s Civil Law Section

JD/MBA with uOttawa'’s Telfer School of Management

Canadian & American Dual JD with Michigan State University College of Law

or with American University Washington College of Law

JD/MA with Carleton University’s Norman Paterson School of International Affairs

*You may be eligible for financial aid through the HENNICK LEADERSHIP PROGRAM.

We also offer LLM and PhD programs.

Application deadline: November 1,2012
For more information:
www.commonlaw.uOttawa.ca

uOttawa

NEAR CONCORDIA

LE

50

11/2-3 1/2

Exceptional view « Bright, clean apts
Indoor pool « Dépanneur
Sundeck ¢ Security
Exercice room « Saunas
Heating, hot water, oven & fridge incl.

2250 Guy

(514) 932-4427
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CLOSED FILE?

OpenFile Goes On Hiatus Amid Questions

BY MEGAN DOLSKI @MEGANDOLSKI

While Canadian “community-powered news” source
OpenFile has temporarily closed its doors, it has been
criticized for simultaneously shutting off the lights.
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No one, including the company’s CEO Wilf Dinnick, has been able to ex-
plain exactly what is going on with the journalism startup since its Sept. 28
announcement that it would temporarily be suspending publication for an
undetermined period of time in order to undergo changes.

OpenFile, which was operating out of six cities across Canada, has been
praised for its journalistic innovation since it launched in May 2010. The
website allows for citizens to suggest local story ideas to be followed up by
reporters and freelancers. The website earned Dinnick the J-Source
Newsperson of the Year Award earlier this year.

Keeping Quiet

Contributor Concerns

What Now?

SOl S SO S/ S/

The minimal amount of information available pertaining
to OpentFile’s hiatus has the journalistic community won-
dering what is going on.

“There is still a big cone of silence surrounding what
is going on at OpenFile. We really don’t have clue what’s
happening,” said Justin Ling, freelance journalist and
former OpenFile contributor. “We don’t know what the
transition is, why it’s happening or whether or not it’s a
funding issue—all I've heard are rumors and specula-
tion.”

On Oct. 1 an article was published on J-Source further
looking into the situation, though details as to the specific
nature of the changes remained relatively ambiguous.

Dinnick was cited in the article saying that readers
could expect to see an increase in user participation re-
sult from changes, as well as updates to the site’s design.
He also mentioned that the company was hoping to in-
crease its partnerships with other news organizations.
Ling was credited with contributing to the article.

A week later, in a phone interview with The Link, Din-
nick said he couldn’t discuss any developments further to
those that were mentioned in the J-Source article. In re-
gards to the changes being made, all he could say was,
“We have a plan, and things are moving fast.”

The Link contacted several other OpenFile editors and
contributors who declined to comment on the both the
shutdown and the changes.

“OpenfFile is founded on the idea that
open media is the future, that
everyone can have a stake in our
media, and now seemingly when
changes are coming and things
aren’t going well, they shut the door
and say we are going to keep you out
until its done.”

—Freelance Journalist Justin Ling

“It’s frustrating that we—the contributors and the gen-
eral public—are kind of kept out of the loop,” said Ling.

“OpentFile is founded on the idea that open media is the
future, that everyone can have a stake in our media, and
now seemingly when changes are coming and things aren’t
going well, they shut the door and say we are going to keep
you out until its done.”

Dinnick understands the frustration, but finds himself
equally frustrated with being criticized for not providing the
public and his staff with more details. He says he is trying
to communicate as much as possible. Dinnick also points to
the fact that freelancers are not technically his employees,
and while they are much appreciated, he isn’t always able
to share every single piece of information with them.

“I think I'm being as open as I can,” he said. “[OpenFile]
is a private company and I actually am only obligated to
communicate with my shareholder.” He added that over the
past two weeks he has made an effort to write and call every
freelancer employed.

OpenFile has stated that all freelancers will be paid
whatever they are owed; however, there might be a delay in
payment.

“Tunderstand the frustration, but to take it out on Open-
File or suggest that somehow we are lying or being decep-
tive, or not telling the truth—that is really insulting to
everyone that has worked really hard at OpenFile,” Dinnick
said.

Ling understands that financial issues and business need
to be dealt with privately, but he still would have liked to
play a more active role in the changes.

“It seems to me like it would be a good idea to talk to
your journalists about these matters,” he said. “Not that
[Dinnick] has to, but this is OpenFile, and it’s really a
crowdsourced, open-sourced news model.”

Ling says journalists played a huge part in the construc-
tion of OpenFile, and feels they deserved more input.

“We were there were to really build this up and make it
what it was, so it’s frustrating now that we’ve got kicked out
the door and have no idea what’s going on.”

Dinnick hopes people realize he’s doing all that he can.
“If people are frustrated that T haven’t moved fast enough,
I really apologize,” he said. “I hope people feel that I've
taken an idea and I've put journalism and journalists first.”

He points to the fact that OpenFile has given journalists
many work opportunities they wouldn’t have otherwise had,
offered them access to lawyers, and offered them the rare
opportunity to keep the rights to their stories.

In addition to fostering concerns about the organization’s
transparency, the lack of information about ongoing changes
at OpenFile has led to skepticism concerning the company’s
stability.

“I think if there was a light at the end of the tunnel, if there
was a great new model or if there was something really fantas-
tic at the end of the road, we would have had an idea about it,”
said Ling.

But without more information concerning the ongoing
changes, it’s difficult to say what the future holds for OpenFile.

Dinnick says it’s important to look at the situation from a
business perspective before jumping to any conclusions.

“It usually takes five years for a business to really start to
grow and get bigger,” he said. “We are two years old, so people
have to be patient with us, and stick with us.”

He explained that both himself and the staff at OpenFile
have been flattered by the amount of interest shown in the
company, and that they hope it will grow by leveraging the suc-
cess they’ve had thus far.

“This is our baby that we thought we wouldn’t get financing
for and we did, and it’s something we thought we would never
get good stories for, and we did,” he said.

Ling says that despite his current frustrations, he would
consider writing for OpenFile post-shutdown. “It’s a great site
and the people who worked there were fantastic, the journal-
ists were amazing and the material they were publishing was
awesome,” he said. “So I would definitely be willing to put my
begrudging away and be open to going back.”

Dinnick can’t say with certainty that things will work out—
but he certainly hopes so.

“It’s a bit of a gamble and we are trying to take what we've
built and try and make it even better—right now the engine is
running at 65 to 70 per cent, and we know with some changes
we could get it much higher.”

“ understand the frustration, but to
take it out on OpenFile or suggest that
somehow we are lying or being
deceptive, or not telling the truth—that
is really insulting to everyone that has

worked really hard at OpenFile.”
—OpenFile CEO Wilf Dinnick




Current Affairs

Sitting on the Senate

BY JULIA WOLFE, @JURUWOLFE

The Senate, Concordia’s high-
est academic governing body, met
last Friday in what may have been
the shortest meeting in the body’s
30-some-year history. Here’s
hoping the student union can
learn from their friends down the
street.

And the Winners Are...

Just two days before the sen-
ate meeting, the Concordia Stu-
dent Union met to fill the vacant
Senate spots. The following five
undergraduate students will join
Simon-Pierre Lauzon, Chad Wal-
cott, Charlie Brenchley, Bella Gi-
ancotta and Rami Khoriaty on the
university senate for this aca-
demic year:

Hassan Abdullahi: The only
senator to stem from the same
political lineage as the current
CSU executive, Abdullahi was VP
Loyola and Advocacy for the
2010-2011 CSU.

Mel Hotchkiss: Hotchkiss is
best known as the defeated presi-
dential hopeful from the most re-
cent CSU election, but boasts a
pretty extensive university politi-
cal history. A Senate and CSU
Council veteran, Hotchkiss has
established herself as a union
bylaw and regulation expert.

Wendy Kraus-Heitmann:
Practically a Concordia institu-

04

tion at this point, you may know
Kraus-Heitmann through her
Twitter (@MsWendyKH). But
you probably don’t know that
she’s a former Linkie—the paper’s
News Editor in 2003-04.

Gene Morrow: A returning
senator, Morrow’s a man with a
proclivity for eloquence. He’s a
little more of an activist than a
politician—so don’t be surprised
if he occasionally veers from the
official CSU stance.

Chuck Wilson: One part
snark, two parts beard, Chuck
Wilson (@squarebracket) ran
with Hotchkiss against the cur-
rent CSU. He’s also got some Sen-
ate and council experience, not to
mention holding the title of VP
Finance of the Engineering and
Computer Science Association.

Empty Seat: Despite a six-
hour meeting dedicated pretty
much exclusively to appoint-
ments, there is still one spot left
on the Senate.

The official statement is that
anyone could take the seat, but a
few students have voiced con-
cerns that the spot should go to a
John Molson School of Business
student—the only faculty not yet
represented on the body.

Senate Gets Some Teeth

When Concordia’s Board of
Governors voted to adopt all rec-
ommendations from the sum-

-
4
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mer’s External Governance Com-
mittee Report, they willingly sac-
rificed some of their own power.

One of the recommendations
suggested that the current hierar-
chy, which gave the BoG veto
power, needed to be splintered in
a bicameral system, giving Senate
more authority to even the play-
ing field.

Friday, Senate overwhelm-
ingly supported a motion that
would require the two bodies
meet should the Board try to
overturn a Senate decision.

CSU President Schubert Lafor-
est was optimistic about the deci-
sion.

“It now gives Senate the teeth

it needs,” he said to The Link.

Morrow raised concerns that
the motion itself was not enough
to achieve true bicameralism, as
the BoG could still veto Senate.
While he eventually withdrew a
suggested amendment requiring
both bodies consent in overturn-
ing a decision, he only did so
under the agreement that Sen-
ate’s steering committee would
meet to discuss their options.

Morrow’s proposal was met
with some concerns that achiev-
ing this would require opening up
the university’s charter, a process
that involves the provincial arm
of the National Assembly.

This same issue was brought

the link - october 09, 2012
thelinknewspaper.ca/news

up in January, when then-CSU
president Lex Gill suggested that
opening up the charter was the
only realistic way to achieve bi-
cameralism.

“There’s a group of people who
say, ‘Do we really want the char-
ter opened up in front of the Na-
tional Assembly so that the
Quebec government can decide
what an English university should
look like and how it should be
governed?’” she said in a past in-
terview with The Link.

“The university needs to find
a bit of courage, think about
the process carefully, develop
a draft, create committees and
deal with it.”

@LlNK 2012 BYELECTION

Community Editor ....................

Assistant News Editor ....... Andrew Brennan

For the The Link's byelection, the following people are running:

Fringe Arts Online ... Elysha Del Giusto Enos  Current Affairs Editor ... Megan Dolski

Elections will take place at The Link office, Hall Building, room H-649. For more information, email: editor@thelinknewspaper.ca or call 514-848-2424 x7407

The following contributors are eligible to vote: Josh Barkman, Laura Beeston, Andrew Brennan, Pierre Chauvin, Elysha Del Giusto Enos, Megan
Dolski, Melissa Fuller, Nick Laugher, Vivien Leung, Sam Slotnick, Christopher Tan, Jonathan Woods, and all current The Link masthead.

Nick Laugher

OCT. 12, 4 P.M. H-649
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TALRING will the

PRESIDENTS

For the monthly Talking With the Presidents series, Julia Wolfe sat with Concordia’s President and the Student
Union’s president to talk about reviews, resignations and getting settled. The next instalment will be Nov. 13.

“My commitment is that if there are
issues, we need to address them, not
sweep them under the rug.”

Alan Shepard is smitten.

In an office under construc-
tion, at a university that’s had
its fair share of rough press re-
cently, Concordia’s new presi-
dent bragged about a school that
he’s just getting to know.

“'m impressed with the
place,” he said smiling. “I'm im-
pressed with Concordia.”

He pointed to groundbreak-
ing research and a faculty that
he claims is “the best.” And after
three short-term presidents, it’s
refreshing to meet a man who
seems like he wants to stick
around.

He’s not, however, oblivious
to the reputation Concordia has
cultivated.

“Losing a president is a very
rare event at most universities,
and for better or worse we’re the
national leaders on that,” he
laughed.

Shepard just doesn’t believe
that has to define the school’s
future, saying that every new ar-
ticle about a previously de-
parted administrator or bloated
severance package keeps the
university from moving for-
ward.

“When people graduate and
get a degree from Concordia,
you want it to matter,” he said.
“You want the value of that
diploma to stick.”

This week, amid the clangs of
construction, Shepard sat down
with The Link in his eighth floor
office for an interview—that he
requested.

“It’s way better to be talking,”
he said.

On Questionable .
Homestay Accommodations:

“I didn’t know anything
about it until I read The Link’s
story [“Taken for a Ride,”
Vol. 33, Iss. 6]. We have an un-
equivocal responsibility to our
students’ well-being.

So what we’re doing now
is inquiring into what is going
on and seeing if it’s isolated.
What I don’t want to do is jump
to conclusions. I just want
our students to be well looked
after.

“I’'m not sure it’s going to be
a big standing committee; you
want to resolve these things at
the lowest possible level. I've
asked Concordia’s VP Services
Roger Co6té to look into it.

“Even if it’s only one stu-
dent, it’s still important, and if
it’s 21, then that’s a whole dif-
ferent scale. My commitment is
that if there are issues, we need
to address them, not sweep
them under the rug.”

On the External
Governance Review:

“It was a good piece of work.
The Shapiro Report took a lot of
courage by the previous board.
Whatever mistakes they made,
they should get credit for asking
for an external review. And to
the university’s credit, all the
recommendations have been
met.

“The review found issues
with our process, and I thought
their recommendations were

PHOTO COREY POOL

fair. Some of them will protect
the university, and some will
protect individuals. There was
nothing earth-shattering in the
report, mostly just suggestions
for improvement.”

On Labour Relations:

“Historically, we have not
had enough personnel on
duty in the labour relations
unit. About a year and a half
ago, we increased the number
of labour relations specialists in
human relations, so that should
help.

“Concordia has a long his-
tory of negotiations taking a
long time. On both sides, peo-
ple want lengthy negotiations
for various reasons.”

On Tuition:

“The [provincial] govern-
ment has had press confer-
ences, but they haven’t really
sent us an official directive. I
can’t do anything on the basis
of a press conference; it’s got to
be official.

“I'm sure they’re going to
keep their word; it’s not
that. What we don’t know is
how—or if—they’re going to
make up the difference. They
said they would, which is wel-
come news. We certainly need
the revenue.

“What I hope, and what I
think, is that the people of Que-
bec want great universities.

And great universities need
funding. Excellence is not free.”

Schubert Laforest will tell you
in four different ways that his
job is hard.

“I knew it wasn’t going to be easy,
but you don’t know until you start
just how difficult the job is,” the Stu-
dent Union president said.

It’s been a rough month for the
man. Following several explosive
council meetings, his VP Academic
and Advocacy, Lucia Gallardo, re-
signed with a letter brutally attack-
ing a union that she could “no longer
be a part of.”

Both of Concordia’s student pa-
pers, The Link and The Concordian,
have complained of poor press rela-
tions with Laforest, and a still secret
“academic issue” has kept him from
taking up his seat on the board of
governors.

“It seems what we’ve done wrong
has overshadowed what we did
well,” he said.

On Sunday, Laforest sat down
with The Link to discuss the CSU’s
rather bumpy September.

On Questionable Homestay
Accommodations:

“This issue was brought to us late
last summer, but we’re in a stronger
position to apply pressure after the
article [“Taken for a Ride,” Sept. 25,
Vol. 33, Iss. 6].

“I want to personally oversee
looking into this. We've learned
from the [recently dropped strike-
related] security charges. It takes
more guts. I have to be more overt
about what I'm doing.

“We looked into the legal matter,
and as an establishment this is
something that surrounds all of us.

Current Affairs
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What we need to figure out is the li-
ability of the university, given the sit-
uation.

“We asked to be part of the inves-
tigation; they said they would get
back to us. But I have a feeling we'll
be kept out because it’s being dealt
with internally. It’s not so internal
when international students are in-
volved.”

On A Tumultuous Council

“I don’t think it would be fair to
assume that council won’t be con-
tentious in the future—it will be con-
tentious. But we’re going to work on
having a better dialogue without di-
rectors, really communicating more,
as well as having them feel more
comfortable coming to talk to us.

“At least on the part of the exec-
utive, it’s going to be a lot less com-
bative. It’s easy to get defensive
when you're criticized but that’s not
helpful.”

On Gallardo’s Resignation:

“Our relationship with council
hasn’t been as constructive as it
could be. It seemed to come to a
boiling point with Lucia’s resigna-
tion.

“For now, the executive is ab-
sorbing the loss. [VP External]
Simon-Pierre Lauzon has taken on
the Academic portion. As for Ad-
vocacy, we still have to figure that
out. I have taken some of that for
now.

“The short-term solution is to
absorb the loss, but ultimately we
will talk in council to see what
should be done moving forward.”
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VOLUNTEER
AWARENESS MONTH

* Connect with 40 community
organizations at the
VOLUNTEER FAIR,
October 10, 10 a.m.—3 p.m.

» Attend a WORKSHOP

* Joina
event
* Meet with a VOLUNTEER
AMBASSADOR

CONNECT WITH
YOUR PASSIONS,

ENGAGE

WITH YOUR
COMMUNITY!

Concordia LIVE Centre

YOUR CAMPUS, YOUR SUCCESS, .
R R Lo Volunteer.concordia.ca

With purchase of frames,
get prescription lenses for free*

*Anti-glare / scratch-resistant coating included. Value of 1903.

JOIN the LINK!
MEETING

FRIDAY AT 4 PM
HALL BUILDING
1455 DE MAISONNEUVE WEST

ROOM 649

DID YOU KNOW ? You can get reimbursement :
1 05$ from Your Student Health Insurance AND

1 85$ from the Loans and Bursaries Program of Quebec

1606 Sherbrooke West (Corner Guy)

www.ovu-osu.com - 514.509.4127 GUY-CONCORDIA
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Master of Management

MMPA

& Professional Accounting

® Designed primarily for non-business undergraduates
e For careers in Management, Finance and Accounting

e Extremely high co-op and permanent placement

To learn more about the MMPA Program, attend our information sessions: @
Friday, October 5, 2012 11:00 am - 1:00 pm AACSB
Room 5001, Brown Student Services Bldg, 3600 McTavish, McGill University “““"*"""*"

Friday, October 19, 2012 11:00 am - 1:00 pm

Room 5001, Brown Student Services Bldg, 3600 McTavish, McGill University
Wednesday, October 31,2012 11:30 am - 1:30 pm

Room 5001, Brown Student Services Bldg, 3600 McTavish, McGill University
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www.utoronto.ca/mmpa
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A SUMMIT
SUBCOMMITTEE

BY ANDREW BRENNAN
@BRENNAMEN

Arts and science students have
until this Wednesday evening to
apply for a position on a subcom-
mittee of the Arts and Science
Federation of Associations.

Once formed, this committee
will prepare for the upcoming
provincial summit on education.

VP Academic Eric Moses
Gashirabake will be leading the
subcommittee, which is set to be
formed by two ASFA executives
and five arts and science students.

The team will table questions
concerning the student general
strike and present them to ASFA’s
member associations that were
mandated at last month’s council
meeting to decide democratically
amongst student members the po-
sition taken by the association.

They will also help facilitate the
associations’ general assemblies,
according to ASFA President Car-
oline Bourbonniere, “to help sim-
plify everything.”

“The subcommittee will facili-
tate and promote [general assem-
blies]. We cannot force member
associations to hold them, but
we’re strongly encouraging it,”
said Bourbonniere.

If not enough qualified appli-
cants are found by the Wednesday
deadline, the search will be ex-
tended, explained Gashirabake.

“The short timeframe may
make it difficult to find enough
students, but the application
process cannot be rushed,”
Gashirabake added. He explained
that students will be put through
the interview process. Interested
arts and science students can
email academic@asfa.ca.

Current Affairs

Missing and Murdered Mourned

PHOTOS AND TEXT BY
SAM SLOTNICK

Demonstrators in 163 cities
across Canada took to the
streets last Thursday to de-
mand justice for missing and
murdered aboriginal women.

The Montreal contingent of
the Sisters in Spirit Vigil for
Missing and Murdered Abo-
riginal Women—now in its
seventh year—marched hun-
dreds strong to the beat of an-
imal-hide drums from Place
Emilie-Gamelin to Phillips
Square.

Participants lit candles and
remembered the women
demonstrators’ signs referred
to as the “stolen sisters.”

There are an estimated 600
missing aboriginal women in
Canada, but some put the
number at nearly 3,000. Abo-
riginal groups and families are
in an long-lasting struggle
with the government over
funding and resources to in-
vestigate these cases.

Although Sisters in Spirit is
one of the groups whose fund-
ing is currently in jeopardy,
Montreal’s march has grown
exponentially since 2005.

“Seven years ago we had 30
people, the second year we had
50 and it kept growing and
growing,” said Irkar Beljaars, a
Mohawk activist who has
helped organize the event
since its inception.

BY ANDREW BRENNAN @BRENNAMEN

You Look Fat in Those Genes

The Gazette reported that top-tier ge- !
netic analysis at McGill University has i
linked a genetic lesion to depression and
obesity, according to new research pub-
lished Oct. 8 in the Archives of General Psy-

chiatry.

The study found that mutations on chro-
mosome 11 of the human genome resulted :
in higher chances of obesity and developing :

a psychiatric disorder.

public health costs for chronic illness.

JMSB Awesome, McGill Better

The Economist has ranked the MA pro-
gram offered by the John Molson School of :
Business at Concordia 78th in the world in
their 2012 survey, two spots higher than last
i year. :

The program was third in Canada, three

spots behind McGill University’s Desautels
Faculty of Management and behind the
i Schulich School of Business at York Univer-
i sity, which ranked 16th, the highest in :

The study suggests early intervention :
could reduce symptoms and even reduce

Canada.

Contract Jettison at Jet Facility

Montreal-based Bombardier, Inc. is not
backing down from the bargaining de-
mands of employees at the Learjet facility :

in Wichita, KS.

i Afive-year contract offered to unionized |
i jet division workers was rejected during
talks on Oct. 6, seeing the day disintegrate
into picket-line demonstrations following

the communication breakdown.

The dispute is not expected to impact
i sales for the multi-faceted machinery com- ;
i pany, according to The Globe and Mail.

('mon Fight Me! Main to Main!

No arrests were made following a brawl
on St. Laurent Blvd. early Monday morning
involving at least 30 people, according to

¢ the Service de police de la Ville de Montréal.

Bars were emptied out on the Main as
patrons flocked to the mayhem, resulting in
over a dozen police officers being called to
stop the violence, reported The Gazette.

One officer was treated at the scene for
pepper spray-related injuries.
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SEIZING

YESTERDAY

Jonathan Goldsteins New
Book Gets a Grip on the Past

BY KATIE MCGROARTY
@KATIECMCG o
Pop culture loves birthdays.

The amount of television air-
time dedicated to the monumental
sweet 16, the booze-soaked 21st,
and the you’d-better-have-your-
shit-together 30th borders on the
obscene.

By the time you hit 40, there are
certain things that are expected.
Things like cars and houses and
children. Not only that, but cars
that don’t need weekly jumpstarts,
and houses that have your name on
the deed. Rent cheques are sup-
posed to be obsolete by the time
life’s halfway point hits, and your
credit card probably should not
have an outstanding balance.

Jonathan Goldstein scoffs at
these expectations.

Goldstein, Wiretap host, This
American Life producer and
supremely unprepared 45-year-old
looks back on the weeks leading
up to his birthday in his latest book,
I'll Seize the Day Tomorrow, while
answering tough questions about
nostalgia, naps and his ex-telemar-
keting career.

ON SADNESS &
REALITY TV

JG: I guess [ I'll Seize the Day
Tomorrow ] is kind of like watch-
ing reality TV. In some ways, you
may feel better about yourself in
comparison with the people you're
watching, like, ‘I'm not as fucked
up as they are.’ [...]

If people can read the book and
feel superior to me and think,
‘Well, at least I'm not that sad sap,’
I can bring a little bit of happiness
to someone’s life, I guess that’s
good.

ON NOT BEING
TWENTYISH ANYMORE

There’s always a struggle, but
I mean, life is a struggle. You have
a different kind of confidence, you
have a track record, and you know
that you can work through all
kinds of setbacks and things like
that.

Adolescence is hard. It’s excit-
ing and everything, but it’s diffi-
cult, you are just kind of figuring
your place in the world. You don’t
know who you are, and it’s excit-
ing to figure it out, but you are
more sensitive, or at least I was.

You’re more defensive and
you're, I guess, more vulnerable.
But in ways that are wonderful as
well, you're quick to fall in love
and quick to get angry.

At one point at the end of the
book, I'm talking to my dad about
getting old, and he’s talking about
the experience of someone offer-
ing him a seat on the subway. It
was a kind of milestone for him,
to be offered a seat and be per-
ceived as on old man as the first
time.

He liked it, he felt like he had
hit a point of his life where he
didn’t have to fight for those seats
anymore, and he felt like he had
earned it and was respected. It’s
also cool to see that you can be in
your 70s and still hit all kinds of
milestones and that doesn’t stop.

ON THE MUNDANE &
THE MINUTIA

I guess so much of this book is
really about doing nothing.

They say that writers have to be
sort of economical with their expe-
riences; they spend so much time
writing and working that when

they get out of the house and go
run errands for an hour, they have
to turn that into grist for the mill
somehow. They have to turn that
into something to write about, and
that’s difficult.

For me, the way that my mind
works—it’s perfectly suited to writ-
ing about minutia, and kind of
nothing stuff, like having a kind of
microscopic perspective; it’s ob-
servational comedy, in a way.

ON THIS AMERICAN LIFE
OF A TELEMARKETER

In my early thirties I was just
starting to get into radio; I was just
hired at This American Life, and
that was basically my first real job.

Before that, I was telemarket-
ing and getting by on some free-
lance work. Ironically, I was
telemarketing selling The Gazette
over the phone on and off for 10
years. It’s funny, right? It’s gone
full circle. How do you like that,
huh? I sure showed them.

I was able to kind of call myself
a writer, as opposed to a telemar-
keter, although I was probably
spending more of my time tele-
marketing than actually writing. I
really liked a lot of people that I
worked with there. They were a lot
of marginal people in some way,
but I guess I was too.

ON NAPS & NOSTALGIA

In regards to the path not
taken, I remember fondly back to
a time when I didn’t have dead-
lines, I had time to fuck around
and write in my journal. Some
stuff would be bad, and I remem-
ber wishing that I had deadlines.

Now that I do I'm sort of nos-
talgic for that time, not taking into

account that time was also filled
with tremendous anxiety, because
I didn’t know if I was any good,
and I didn’t know if anyone would
ever want to read anything that I
had ever written.

But there was a lot of freedom:
I could lie in bed, stare at the ceil-
ing and get depressed and take a
lot of naps. But that’s nostalgia in
a nutshell, T guess.

ON CARPE DIEM
& WIRETAP

See, what happened with me
and radio—I spent my 20s learn-
ing how to write and how to get
published, but I never could. Or,
I had very limited success. Some-
where, I have a box of rejection
letters. And I'm not talking about
the New Yorker—I'm talking
‘bout, like, zines.

Man, I've never used this ex-
pression, but I do a certain type
of experimental writing and see
where that goes, and have the
time and freedom to explore that.
It’s written very much in the uni-
verse of the radio show. We're al-
ways writing from a particular
kind of persona, and I think that
that voice is definitely firmly
rooted in the universe of Wire-
tap.

But, I have found some new
terrain and I was proud of that. It
was a nice feeling to end some-
thing, and to feel at the last
minute that you were finding
something new. And I think that
this book contains that kind of
moments.

I’ll Seize the Day Tomorrow
Launch / Oct. 9 / La Sala
Rossa (4848 St. Laurent Blvd.)
/ 7:00 p.m.

JOHNNY CRAP GOES DEEPER - PAGE 12

Somewhere, |

have a box of
rejection letters.
And I'm not talking
about the New
Yorker—I'm talking
‘bout like, zines.

GRAPHIC GRAEME ADAMS
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CONCORDIA’S
CO-OP TURNS

Local Legends Reading
Series Comes to Town

It’s time for some shenanigans of
the literary variety. To celebrate the
Concordia Community Solidarity Co-
op Bookstore’s tenth anniversary, the
shop has invited local authors to read
from their most recent releases and
join the party.

The Link asked some of the authors
to describe what you might expect at
their performances. So, forget scrap-
ing your eyes over academic readings
and stop by 2150 Bishop St. to let
someone else read to you for a change.

Basement of Wolves

Oct. 10, 7:00 p.m.

“I'll be reading new stuff, and de-
buting older material I haven’t read
before. The vibe will be love for Larissa
‘LitPimp’ Dutil, without whom these
past ten years would’ve been like the

Dark Ages—minus the orgies.”
—Daniel Allen Cox

Colosse Comics Collective Multi-
media Reading

Oct. 17, 7:00 p.m.

“Julie Delporte and Sophie Yanow
will read aloud from projected poetic
autobiographical comics. Expect
laughter, mania. Most, if not all, cards
laid on the table. Stories about strug-
gle. Simple moments. Possibly the

most honest thing you’ll do all week.”
—Sophie Yanow

The Lava in My Bones

Oct. 24, 7:00 p.m.

“The Lava in My Bones is a magic-
realist novel about a man who eats
rocks, an elusive lover in drag, a girl
who sweats honey, and a Pentecostal

mother on the rampage.”
—Berry Webster

What I LOVE about being
QUEER

Oct. 27, 7:00 p.m.

“The event is a screening of my new
short film called What I LOVE About
Being QUEER which features 34
beautiful, mostly-Canadian queers
tackling this complicated question.

Attendees who identify as queer
will also have the opportunity partici-
pate in the online extension/commu-
nity project by having their photo
taken and writing down what they love
about being queer.

Their  answers  will  then
get uploaded to whatiloveaboutbe-

ingqueer.tumblr.com!”
—Vivek Shraya

First Spring Grass Fire

Nov. 5, 7:00 p.m.

“Transgender singer-songwriter
Rae Spoon will tell stories from their
first book and perform acoustic songs.
First Spring Grass Fire is a candid,
powerful story about a young person
growing up queer in a strict Pente-

costal family in Alberta.”
—Rae Spoon
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Jonathan Bergeron’s New Show Reimagines the Apocalypse

BY REBECCA UGOLINI @REBECCAUGOLINI

A white wooden bungalow shines like
enamel atop a tapering mass of rock and earth
that once held it in suburbia’s perfect smile. A
paddleboat swings from the precipice by a
wire, threatening to crash to the waterfall
below. Outside the picket fence, severed power
lines sway, limp reminders of civilization. Birds
circle in the sky, not a person in sight.

This scene is from “The Fall/La Chute,” one
among many striking pieces in painter and il-
lustrator Jonathan Bergeron’s latest solo ex-
hibit, Lueurs, set to open at Galerie Yves
Laroche on Oct. 10.

The exhibit’s darker tone is a far cry from
the tattoo-heavy, California, lowbrow and pop
culture-inspired art that Bergeron has pro-
duced for over 20 years, earning him an inter-
national fanbase and illustration gigs with
bands like Slayer, Alice Cooper and Children of
Bodom.

Bergeron, who also signs as his tongue-in-
cheek pen name, Johnny Crap, recently exhib-
ited his heavily detailed black-and-white style

in Montreal’s SCREWED tattoo art show.

His Tumblr and Instagram pages reveal off-
beat sketches of SpongeBob Heavy Metal
Pants, dapper Boston terriers dressed in top
hats and suits, and pin-up babes turned sci-fi.

Still, the Montreal-based artist said that the
thematic progression to Lueurs emerged nat-
urally as a by-product of his own evolution as
an artist and father.

“I just had my second kid, and just looking
back five or six years ago from when I had my
first one, my work has already changed,” said
Bergeron.

“Way back at the beginning of my career,
what I was doing was really based in graffiti
and hot-rod culture, but getting older, I want
to explore deeper feelings that I have through
my paintings,” said Bergeron.

Lueurs means “the glows,” and fittingly for
an artist perhaps most well-known for his
tongue-in-cheek take on Mexican folklore, the
morbidity of the exhibition’s pieces, many
of which hint at ecological disaster and doom,
is almost always accompanied by a halo
of humour.

“In a lot of my new work, you can see rem-
nants of what human life was, but not neces-
sarily a lot of characters,” said Bergeron.

“There is a bit of hope, a ray of hope, but it’s
not necessarily for us. There are plants taking
back what’s theirs, that’s why there are giant
flowers everywhere. There’s isolation. There’s
a bit of loneliness.”

Abandoned houses, ominous skulls and the
occasional lantern-wielding traveler rendered
in Bergeron’s signature style—which blends
cartoonishness and Romanticism—lead the
viewer to creative narrative thinking.

“I'm inspired by illustration, too,” said
Bergeron, who cited cartoons like Ren and
Stimpy and comics as visual influences. “So it’s
a bit of storytelling without telling the whole
story. People can look at my paintings and
make a scenario for themselves.”

Lueurs / Oct. 10 to Oct. 24 / Galerie
Yves Laroche (6355 St. Laurent Blvd.) /
FREE / For more info check out johnny-
crap.com, johnnycrap.tumblr.com, and
@johnnycrap on Instagram.
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Discover Books of Artin ConU’s Fine Arts Reading Room

The staff of the Fine Arts Reading Room get artsy

and craftsy with their logo.

BY VIVIEN LEUNG
@VIVIEN IRUNG

When you go to Concordia,
there’s no reason to complain
about having nothing to do on a
Friday night—or any other day of
the week for that matter. The cam-
pus is overrun with fine arts organ-
izations; the only trick is finding
them, and then staying on top of
their ever-growing list of events.

Concordia arts organizations
like the Fine Arts Reading Room,
the Art Matters Festival and the
VAV Gallery are major spaces for
artsy cool-hunting at ConU.

The high-calibre events and ex-
hibitions they put on throughout
the year address a range of stimu-
lating ideas—but most of all,
they’re all curated, organized or
managed by students.

This week’s subject is the Fine
Arts Reading Room, located in the
EV Building (1455 de Maison-

neuve Blvd. W., EV 2.785).

THE READING ROOM

The Fine Arts Reading Room
offers an alternative to the Web-
ster Library’s collection of fine arts
books. Two years ago, the FARR
began travelling to the annual New
York Art Book Fair, returning to
share their selections with the
Concordia Community.

The trip was a game-changer
for the FARR, said manager
Lianne Zannier.

“We formed a mandate where
we look for books that come from
interesting artist practices, exhibi-
tion catalogues, publications that
are based on a unique theme or
about challenging [art] rhetoric,”
said Zannier. “We try to be really
diverse.”

Their book selection isn’t the
only diverse thing about FARR.
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The Fine Arts Reading Room is a space for students to relax, do home-
work and find the art books they might not see elsewhere at Concordia.

They also offer a plethora of differ-
ent services to students.

One is a website where Fine
Arts students can set up an online
portfolio.

“Students have actually gotten
work purchased because of it,”
said Zannier. “Different faculties,
when they are renovating their of-
fices, have purchased works based
on their portfolio, and in several
instances, people have found
work.”

The FARR also puts money
from their fee levy right back into
the pockets of students.

Their artist-in-residence proj-
ect provides two artists with re-
sources to complete in-depth
creative projects. While applica-
tions for that program are cur-
rently closed, there is still time to
apply for their publication grant,
where students can apply to make
book works.

This year’s team has two new

pet projects: Late Nights at the
FARR turns their computers into
viewing stations for multimedia
student artwork, and they are cur-
rently working on a book-focused
Concordia resource guide.

“There are all kinds of small li-
braries on campus that people
don’t really know about,” said Zan-
nier. “We want to be like, ‘Hey,
we're a little library too, so let’s all
be friends!”

Their intimate space is a great
place to read and work, with four
computers that can be booked for
use—a reflection of the way they
straddle the digital divide.

“We’re an art library, but we
live in a digital era where we kind
of fit in the middle,” Zannier said
of the FARR’s focus. “It’s how to
accommodate this digital era and
still stay true to the tangible quali-
ties of books.”

That tangible aspect extends to
the room itself—it’s best experi-
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enced in person, said Zannier, and
interested parties should get in-
volved.

“Come and use the space, come
talk to the people who work here.
That’s the best way to get to know
how we work and the direction we
want the library to go in.”

Of their staff meetings, Zannier
said, “They get a bit goofy, but then
they get serious, but then they get
goofy again.”

It’s an attitude that’s conducive
to enjoyment, if not necessarily
productivity. And while taking
classes while managing the room
is a challenge on its own, it’s a wel-
come one.

“As far as having a job on cam-
pus, it’s probably the best one,”
Zannier said.

The FARR is open Monday
to Friday from 10:00 a.m. to
6:00 p.m. Learn more about it
at readingroom.concordia.ca.
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Beach House Refine Their Dream-State Sound

eI iohrecTims e ciieri iR
Harmonious, throbbing melodies and nos-
talgic, haunting vocals are the backbone of
Baltimore duo Beach House’s new album,
Bloom. Taken together, these elements are
caked in the reverb of a church hall, yielding
shadowy dream pop that has captured the at-
tention of music critics big and small.
Although Bloom is the band’s fourth
album since 2006, their latest effort keeps

“We are who we are. We
don't try to control it. The
less you think about it,
the better.”

—Beach House Guitarist Alex Scally

their original sound intact. The band, com-
posed of Alex Scally and Victoria Legrand, de-
liberately avoids tinkering with the sound that
followed them throughout their first three al-
bums.

According to Scally, a band can only re-
main consistent through natural progression,
meaning that on Bloom, any changes to their
sound came about unintentionally.

“We are who we are. We don’t try to con-
trol it,” said Scally. “The less you think about
it, the better.”

If anything has changed with their latest
release, it’s due to their signature style becom-
ing more defined, and not because of an in-
tentional shift in direction.

The band uses a distinct layering effect;
most of their songs begin with a base layer of
simple melody, to which chords announce
themselves either in epic entrances or in slow,
foamy progressions.

The chords coat the melody, and fill in its
cracks, finally creating the three-dimensional
opus that is Bloom. Legrand’s chilling vocals
sing lightly above the concoction while the
drum machine holds the whole thing to-
gether.

To Scally, the music is organic and physi-
cal, but also an existential experience.

“Music that comes out of your soul is a
mystery to humanity,” said Scally, adding that
their music is not a formula, but rather a part
of who they are.

If you listen carefully to the album, you can
hear snippets of nature resonating in the
background. Whether it’s the midsummer
noise of crickets and cicadas or a flock of au-
tumn birds preparing for winter, there is a
constant natural vibe present in the music
and in between its lines.

“We want to break the feeling of singing
into a can,” said Scally of the nature inspira-

tion.

The band recorded all of the wild sounds
heard on the album during their last two years
on tour. However, the exact sources and loca-
tions from which the sounds originate remain
a secret. The idea, according to Scally, is that
listeners can create their own spaces and con-
texts through which to experience the album.

The band’s road to Bloom has been a slow
and patient ride to the top. A few years ago
they were playing to crowds of fewer than a
dozen people. Now, on their latest tour, they
are selling out entire venues months in ad-
vance.

“There is no replacement for a live show,”
admitted Scally. “It’s physical and real. You
either make it or break it.”

Beach House w/ Poor Moon / Oct.14
/ Club Soda (1225 St. Laurent Blvd.) /
7:30 p.m. / $28.50

MUSIC

Sick Friend Oct. 9 to Oct. 12 Citizen Vintage
Oct. 12 VAV Gallery (1395 René- Oct. 12
Le Cagibi (5490 St. Laurent Lévesque Blvd.) Citizen Vintage (5330 St-Lau-
Blvd.) rent Blvd.)
9:00 p.m. FILM 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
$5.00 al"he Complete Woody Allen  $18.00 to $32.00

Oct. 12 to Nov. 22

Cinema du Parc (3575 Parc

Ave.)
Il Motore (179 Jean-Talon St.

VISUAL ARTS
oHallencia, Laura Crapo and wloud Nine Vernissage

OTHER

$8.50 student, $11.50 general

Ww.)
8:00 p.m. @inema Politica: End of Im-
$12.00 advance, $15.00 door  migration
Oct. 15
DANCE Hall Building (1455 de

Oct. 12 to Oct. 13

Montréal, arts interculturels
(3680 Jeanne-Mance Ave.)
$25.00

110)

7:00 p.m.

Maisonneuve Blvd. W., H-

FRINGE CALENDAR

High Five Nails: Nail Art at

OCT. 9 - OCT. 15
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WHO CONTROLS THE WEB?

compiled by Megan Dolski

For something that we all use, all the time, the Internet is a phenomenon that most
of us are pretty ignorant about.

What even is it? Basically, the Internet is a global system of interconnected computer
networks. It’s not exactly a tangible entity, but rather a myriad of connections that rely on
physical infrastructure to function.

Who owns it? There isn’t a single person that owns the Internet, but there are many
businesses, institutions, organizations, corporations, governments, schools and people that
own parts of it.

Before anyone can grasp who owns what, one first needs to understand what there is to
own, and how Internet ownership is governed and organized. We can'’t fit it all on a single
page of a newspaper, but here are some of the key players you should know about.

Internet Engineering Task Force

Their job is to ensure that the Internet operates smoothly. They do so by producing relevant
documents that aim to influence how the web is designed, used, and managed.

The IETF separates their work into eight distinct areas: Applications, General, Internet,
Operations and Management, Routing, Real-Time Applications and Infrastructure and Trans-
port. They deal with the web from an engineering perspective, and leave business and policy
matters to the other guys.

Internet Corporation for Assigned Names & Number

ICANN's vision is pretty simple: one world, one Internet. What the organization does in
technical terms is manage the Domain Name System and Internet Protocol addresses.

Think of computers just like houses and buildings, each with their unique addresses—and
think of ICANN as a large-scale form of virtual directions that allows computers to know how to
reach one another. Control of this used to belong to the United States government—not
anymore.

World Wide Web Consortium

This organization wants to make sure the web reaches its full potential, and are led by the
developer of the World Wide Web, Tim Berners-Lee.

W3C basically controls the way the Internet looks by maintaining Hypertext Markup
Language and Cascading Style Sheets, the heart and soul of the Internet. They offer some great
free tutorials on anything website related.

Internet Assigned Numbers Authority

They were around even before ICANN came into the picture, but now they are a department
falling under the ICANN umbrella, they work to serve there needs.

TANA is somewhat of an Internet institution that’s been around since the ‘70s (in Internet
years, that’s pretty much forever). They deal with domain names, number resources and proto-
col assignments.

APPLE

With a market cap larger than Google and Micro-
soft combined, Apple dominates the tech consumer
market. Throw in iTunes and their web browser
Safari, and the company also rules over some of the
most trafficked and profitable parts of the Internet.

As more users turn to the tablet for their online
experience, Apple’s power over our browsing habits
grows indefinitely with the iPad.

MICROSOFT

Meet the producers of the world’s most used
operating system—Windows. They can also take credit
for Bing, the search engine, and the Xbox 360. You can
thank Bill Gates, Microsoft’s famous co-founder, for
saving your long-distance relationship—they now own
Skype too.

GOOGLE

You know this one; it’s been everyone’s go-to for a
long time. They are the largest online ad seller world-
wide. They also can boast about the fact that they
operate the Internet’s top search engine, and produce
the Android operating system.

YAHOO

While the average user may think Yahoo is only a
web giant of ancient lore, the company still acts as a
major player on the ‘net. Besides their email, search
engine and news site, Yahoo! owns Flickr, the popular
photo-sharing site.

Plus, while some online some giants are just realiz-
ing that there’s gold in tracking and storing user data,
Yahoo! has been squirreling away their client’s habits
for years; in 2007, The New York Times found that the
company far outpaced their competitors in this
respect.

Since then, however, Yahoo! has actually intro-
duced a ‘Do Not Track’ feature that allows users to
opt-out of the tracking.

Tuesday, October 9, 2012



WEB DEMOCRACY

The Emerging 3.0

nline activity is ever-increasingly

ingrained in all of our actions, but

education on the issues implicit
in such a shift is often met with indiffer-
ence or ignorance.

When it comes to the question of how
secure our data is, especially the technical
details of such an inquiry, the knowhow
has been mostly shared only between a
small minority of people.

But while this has so far been a largely
insular community, there are activists
who want to make these tools more
widely available, so that the average user
can be armed with resources to protect
their privacy.

A public who is illiterate and oblivious
to the issues at hand in the evolving web
is unable to legitimately grant its consent.

That’s why our annual Media Democ-
racy insert is a little different this time
around: a democratic web can only be
achieved with an enlightened and em-
powered public, and vice versa. Our goal

here is simply to address some of the
biggest current debates on privacy, secu-
rity and surveillance on the web, and to
provide the resources—and hopefully the
inspiration—for you to do further dig-
ging.

Technology is the medium in which the
economy interacts with our world, and
with technology moving so fast, the sta-
bility of both is thrown into question.
What needs to be considered is not only
what that means for you, but also what it
means for whistleblowers and those who
fight for the freedom of information.

We don’t feel a Big Brother-type pres-
ence limiting our actions, since we can
move freely while under surveillance. But
it’s affecting your online experience
whether you notice or not, and it’s turn-
ing some of your most intimate details
into commodities.

There’s a whole lot going on behind the
silicon curtain. And, in the spirit of the
web, that information needs to be shared.

—Special Issue Coordinators Corey Pool & Colin Harris

9 APPS YOU NEED

Compiled by Jane Gatensby

Prey Anti-Theft (Windows, Mac,
Linux, i0S, Android) is an anti-theft app
that allows you to keep track of the ac-
tivity and GPS location of your devices
via Internet or SMS. If your device is
stolen, you can lock it through Prey’s on-
line control panel.

Snap Secure (Android, Blackberry)
is an all-in-one anti-spam, anti-virus,
anti-tracking and anti-theft app for
smartphones. It also features mobile
data backup in the cloud and a panic
button that notifies contacts when your
personal safety is threatened.

Click & Clean (Chrome, Firefox)
deletes everything left behind after
browsing (history, cookies, malware)
and empties your cache in one simple
click.

Orbot (Android) uses Tor to protect
your smartphone data from surveillance
and traffic analysis.

AdBlock (Chrome, Safari, Opera)
prohibits the display of browser ads and
ads before videos, making it one of

Chrome’s most popular extensions.

Web of Trust (IE, Firefox, Chrome,
Opera, Safari) crowd-sources ratings
from other users to inform you of dan-
gerous links and untrustworthy online
vendors.

Collusion (Chrome, Firefox) tracks
the sites that track you, and presents the
information in its graphing feature, giv-
ing you a visual representation of the
collusion that allows your personal data
to be shared between sites on a daily
basis.

PrivateSky (any HTML5 browser)
is a user-friendly encryption service for
web-based email. It ensures that only
the desired recipient can see your mes-
sage. Its end-to-end encryption provides
extra security: not even PrivateSky can
see your message.

Cryptocat (Chrome) was developed
by Concordia student Nadim Kobeissi,
and is an encrypted instant messaging
platform that also offers file sharing.
Plus, the design is full of cats.
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WEB DEMOCRACY

Words From
the Web

Even journalists boasting extensive vocabu-
laries might find themselves overwhelmed
when surrounded by the slew of jargon terms
and acronyms that make up the language of the
Internet. Considering this, Hacks/Hackers
compiled a crowd-sourced document to help
out those of us that are less technically inclined.

Here are just a few tidbits taken from the
Hacks/Hackers Survival Glossary. The com-
plete document is available for reading and
sharing on Creative Commons.

Civic Media: An umbrella term describing
media technologies that create a strong sense of
engagement among residents through news
and information. Civic media is often used as a
contrast to “citizen journalism” because it also
encompasses mapping, wikis and databases.
The Massachusetts Institute of Technology has
a Center for Future Civic Media, founded in
2007.

Hypertext Markup Language: The
dominant formatting language used on the
World Wide Web to publish text, images and
other elements. Invented by Tim Berners-Lee
in the early 1990s, HTML uses pairs of opening
and closing tags (also known as elements), each
pair assigning meaning to the text that appears
between them.

HTML can be considered code, but it is not
a programming language; it’s a markup lan-
guage, which is a separate beast. The latest
standard of HTML is HTML5, which adds pow-
erful interactive functionality.

Cascading Style Sheets: Instructions
used to describe the look and formatting for
documents, usually HTML, so that the presen-
tation is separate from the actual content of the
document itself. If you watch a web page that
loads slowly, you will often see the text first load
and then “snap into place” with its look and feel.

That look and feel is controlled by the CSS.
CSS, which was first introduced by the World
Wide Web Consortium in the late 1990s, helped
eliminate the clumsy and often repetitive
markup in the original HTML syntax.
W3cschools.com has a great introduction to
CSS, along with tutorials.

JavaScript: A web scripting language used
to enhance websites; it can make them more in-
teractive without requiring a browser plug-in.

JavaScript is interpreted by your browser,
instead of by a web server. This sort of language
is known as a client-side scripting language.
JavaScript files generally end in .js. Despite its
name, it is not related to the Java language.

Metadata: Data about data. Examples of
metadata include descriptors indicating when
information was created, by whom and in what
format. Metadata helps to organize information
online and make it machine-readable.

HTMLis an example of metadata—it organ-
izes the data in a web page so browsers can dis-
play it sensibly. Web pages often have hidden
metadata that helps with their search engine
ranks.

Photos uploaded to Flickr also carry meta-
data such as time taken, camera model and
shutter speed, while mp3 files have metadata
such as the artist name, track title, album name
and so on.

HACKS MEET HACKERS

Programmers and Journalists Redefine the News

one are the days when a news re-
Gporter was able to effectively work

equipped with nothing more than
decent writing chops, a notepad and an
astute set of eyes and ears.

While being well versed in the basic
pillars of traditional journalism remains
very much a requirement in doing the job,
the skill set demanded of today’s re-
porters certainly doesn’t stop there.

THE MOVEMENT

Enter Hacks/Hackers—a four-year-old growing grassroots
movement that aims to bring journalists, or “hacks,” and tech-
nologists, or “hackers,” together to share knowledge, and col-
laboratively push boundaries of modern-day news production.

The organization was born in 2009 as a synergy between two
independent groups, originating from opposite sides of the
United States. Coincidently, both came up with near identical
ideas almost simultaneously—and unknowingly gave them ex-
actly the same name.

When the groups heard of one another, they decided to join
forces. Silicon Valley’s Burt Herman teamed up with Aron Pil-
hofer of The New York Times and Rich Gordon from Northwest-
ern University’s Medill School of Journalism, together founding
the new, singular Hacks/Hackers organization.

“They recognized the way things are going in journalism,”
said Chrys Wu, an organizer who has been with H/H since the
beginning. “Journalists and developers need each other.”

EDUCATION

Today, technology is changing much faster than university
curriculums can.

“Journalists working in the field and in newsrooms don’t
necessarily have development skills, yet they need them in order
to produce news,” said Wu.

“One of the key issues that journalism schools all over are
facing is figuring out what to teach their students,” she said.
“They acknowledge that the web has changed a lot and yet the
market hasn’t necessarily changed that much.”

Wu’s advice to aspiring journalists is to take their technical
learning into their own hands. She says that technology is mov-
ing so fast that learning it independently is really the only way.

“You have to know where to find sources beyond just doing
the obvious,” she said. “Learn HTML and CSS, at least.”

The H/H website hosts a community-edited help forum that
allows people to ask and answer tech- and news-related ques-
tions. The initiative aims to serve as a valuable tool for people
of all levels of knowledge and experience.

Wu says one of the most valuable assets of the movement is
that it allows for people to meet and work together in person.

“At Hacks/Hackers events, participants are able to put com-
petition aside and do something together, talk to each other,
learn from each other and hack on stuff together—and they get
really excited about it,” she said.

Working in the news business now
means working closely with the Internet,
and having technical skills that surpass
elementary Google-searching capabili-
ties.

So for those journalists finding them-
selves lacking these web skills, knowing
who and where to ask for help is crucial
in keeping up with both their peers and
the news.

GOING GLOBAL

Since its inception, H/H’s chapters have popped up all over
the globe, and the organization continues to grow.

“Right now we are working on figuring out a structure that
will allow the international organizations to be tied together bet-
ter,” said Wu. “We think that in doing this we will be able to bet-
ter promote new tools and new solutions that will better the
learning and the process of online news.”

In terms of establishing a chapter, Wu explained that the
process is rather informal. Having well-connected co-organizers
with backgrounds in journalism, technology and design is im-
portant, as is having an abundance of time, energy and dedica-
tion to the project.

“We suggest that organizers have their ear to the ground in
terms of what is interesting,” she said. “They need to understand
the needs of the community of journalists and designers in their
city.”

While H/H groups across the world organize conferences and
events to bring people together, Wu explained that volunteers
organize all chapters without financial compensation.

“Hacks/Hackers can provide a centralized email address, ac-
cess to our meet-up system, create a page and a logo and give
you access to the Hacks/Hackers blog,” said Wu. “But beyond
that, what you get out of it is really what you put into it.”
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by Colin

You may spend hours a
day trolling through the Inter-
net, but you might not know
that it’s looking right back at
you.

Gone are the days of easy
anonymous surfing. Now, it’s
not uncommon for websites to
automatically know where
you've been, where you're going,
where you are and some of the
most intimate details of your
life.

When a site’s audience can
span the globe and meet a tiny
cross-section of interests, mar-
ket research becomes a task of
sifting through mountains of
data bigger than ever before.

Because small sites need to
generate enough revenue with
the expectation that you won’t
have to pass through a paywall,
they have gone into the data
business. It’s not the Wild West
anymore; there are systems in
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place to learn about your audi-
ence and how to interact with
them.

Behavioural advertising is
the most explicit form of this
right now, a practice including
“demographically targeted, lo-
cation, behavioral/interspace,
interest-based advertising” as
defined by the Privacy Commis-
sioner of Canada.

In short, the ads learn more
about you so they can show you
more relevant ads, increasing
the value of the online ad busi-
ness. The biggest example is
Google Ad Choices, which scans
for content to match with ads.

It brings producer and con-
sumer together; anyone with an
Internet connection is able to be
part of the market.

And then, when placed in
this model, the customer is
transformed into the product.
Detailed information of our

THE AD COMPANIES HAVE INSTEAD

PACKAGED US AS THE PRODUCTS. WITH
INCREASINGLY SPECIFIC, RICH MARKET
RESEARCH, YOUR GOOGLE QUERIES AND
WHAT YOU READ, WATCH AND LISTEN TO
TELL ADVERTISERS WHAT THEY SHOULD

TRY AND SELL TO YOU. THEY KNOW

MORE ABOUT YOU AS THEY GET BETTER

AT DOING IT.

lives is sold in the aggregate in a
growing business. According to
the Interactive Advertising Bu-
reau, online ads in the U.S.
earned over $8 billion in the
first quarter of this year alone.

Should we have a problem
with this? While the user data
business may be the answer for
a sustainable online business
model, it hands over an awful
lot of what you do online to ad-
vertisers.

The argument du jour is of
user consent. In Europe, legisla-
tion has been implemented for
sites to explicitly tell the user
that third-party cookies will be
tracking them. However, the
World Wide Web Consortium,
the international standards
body for the web, has yet to
come to a consensus on if the
user has the right not to be
tracked.

The browser tool “Do Not
Track” spurred this
discussion, first of-
fered by Firefox devel-
opers Mozilla in 2011.
The option sends a sig-
nal out to websites
saying that they do not
want to have their on-
line actions read.

There is, however,
no legally binding ac-
tion made here. The
site can choose to ig-
nore the signal, or if it
isn’t coded to read “Do
Not Track,” then the
option does nothing.

WEB DEMOCRACY

South of the border, the Fed-

eral Trade Commission and the
Digital Advertising Alliance, an
association that represents the
largest ad companies such as the
Google and Yahoo ad networks,
have come to an agreement
that’s more than a little vague.

The consumer must be pro-
vided “language that describes
to consumers the effect of exer-
cising such choice including that
some data may still be col-
lected,” and the user must ex-
plicitly make the decision
themselves. The sites don’t stop
tracking you; but the data they
collect can’t be used for ads.

While this thought may con-
jure images of a Big Brother
looking over your shoulder,
there hasn’t been any action by
a major data holder to “be evil,”
as Google famously puts it. This
data is valuable as long as it’s
not freely accessible, so Google
et al. have a business interest
in keeping it secure. But hacks
happen, and even if an anony-
mous number is attached to
your data, your social media
pages give away your identity
pretty fast.

The web looking back sets a
new precedent for how much
control over our privacy we
have online, and the ad business
is moving fast to keep up with
the growth and pervasiveness of
the Internet.

Google is working to move
away from click-based advertis-
ing, to what they’re calling “im-

. - RS
pressions” based. The idea is to
know not only what pages
you’re visiting, but what you’re
reading on the page.

An increased knowledge of
what the user is reading on the
page can make the ads even
more specific, enabling higher
prices for behavioural advertis-
ing.

It comes down to how we, as
consumers, want to pay for ac-
cessing online content. While
some larger media sites have (or
are planning to) erect paywalls,
that method can’t be the same
for small sites with less traffic;
the user will just go elsewhere.

So the ad companies have in-
stead packaged us as the prod-
ucts. With increasingly specific,
rich market research, your
Google queries and what you
read, watch and listen to tell ad-
vertisers what they should try
and sell to you. They know more
about you as they get better at
doing it.

There are some very real
concerns about the rate at
which these tracking practices
are growing especially when the
average user is oblivious to
them. But as companies fight to
find a way to turn profits in a
web-first democracy, some-
thing’s got to give.

From paywalls, to banner
ads, to data mining, companies
will try anything to stay afloat.
What survives as the most
salient product will redefine our
economy.

PHOTO ERIN SPARKS



WEB DEMOCRACY

by Corey Pool

"PRIVACY BY DESIGN-

The Tor Project, Onion Routing and the Online Anonymity Movement

s our lives become increas-
ingly digitized, more of
what we do and how we in-

teract with the world on a daily
basis exists specifically online.

Consequently, the question of
privacy and security in a domain
that not many people truly under-
stand is becoming increasingly
important.

In recent years, online surveil-
lance and “traffic analysis” has
grown exponentially, and an in-
dustry based on tracking people’s

web movements is increasingly a
major player on a global level.

By using this form of surveil-
lance, and studying the data that
is sent across the web, authorized
and unauthorized people can ob-
serve a user’s information. That
info can include anything from
where you are, to who you are, to
what you are writing, reading or
viewing online.

What the average person does
online is no longer a private en-
deavour, and while you move

—Tor Developer Jacob Appelbaum

about cyberspace, minding your
own business, you can be sure
that you are not doing so alone.

It’s not all a downward spiral,
however. Technologies to subvert
online surveillance and enhance
privacy have become the central
thrust of a movement to protect
and strengthen the privacy and
security of Internet users world-
wide.

THE ONION ROUTER

Originally developed by the
United States military,
Onion  Routing, the
process by which a user’s
data is encrypted multiple
times through different
“layers” of encryption, has
been developed into what
is now known as the Tor
network.

Tor is a non-profit or-
ganization that uses free,
open-source software to

enhance privacy and
anonymity on the Inter-
net.

The project works to
protect a user from sur-
veillance and traffic analy-
sis by allowing them to
choose a highly specific,
personalized pathway of
layered proxy servers, or
nodes, through which to
send their encrypted info
across the Internet.

“We built this big peer-to-peer
network, and the idea is that if
you use it you have the ability to
be private by design,” said Tor de-
veloper, hacker and Internet ac-
tivist Jacob Appelbaum at a Share
Conference in Belgrade, Serbia, in
2011.

At the conference, Appelbaum
claimed that there were approxi-
mately 2,500 people around the
world operating Tor servers, and
approximately 250,000 people
using the network at any given
point.

Since the software is free and
anonymous, anyone can use it, in-
cluding law enforcement and mil-
itary. According to Appelbaum,
this level of diversity on the net-
work is what makes Tor so strong.

“It turns out that when you
work on anonymity, you need
people from all sides to join,” he
said. “If people from every coun-
try in the world use it, you can’t
learn much about someone using
the network.”

THE PROCESS

Appelbaum has equated Tor to
a sort of cloud network.

“When you use Tor, you have
an IP address which is out in the
Tor network itself,” he said. “You
never actually connect to a server
from the IP address that is on
your local Internet connection.”

This allows for someone con-

necting through the Tor network
to remain completely anonymous
and essentially untraceable. If
someone were to intercept a Tor
user’s data and attempt to locate
them by using their IP address,
they would only find a Tor ad-
dress.

“What people see is the Tor
cloud, and they see you talking to
Tor as a network, but they don’t
see anything else,” said Appel-
baum.

When a user connects to Tor,
their message is wrapped in sev-
eral layers of encryption, hence
the “onion” concept. The message
is sent one at a time to three dif-
ferent nodes across the network
that can be located anywhere in
the world. Each node is able to
read one layer of encryption in
forward motion only.

By this method, the first node
knows just where the information
is coming from, and that it is
going to the second. The second
knows only of the first and third
node. The third and final node
knows only of the second and the
final destination, but doesn’t
know where the message came
from.

If the message were to be in-
tercepted anywhere along the
way, the message would be in-
comprehensible, and theoreti-
cally, the wuser’s information
would be safe.
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Big Brother Is Still

Watching You

by Corey Pool
Hip Hop Satire in Defence of the Web

Without a single hack, leak or
whistle blown, the guys from Juice
Media are throwing up their fists,
or at least their words, to fight for
what they consider our greatest
tool—the Internet.

Juice Rap News is an in-your-
face, off-beat, hip-hop news chan-
nel parody aired over YouTube to a
constantly expanding audience, co-
produced by Giordano Nanni and
Hugo Farrant from their backyard
studio in Melbourne, Australia.

Using hip hop and video to
breach a wide range of topics from
the global economy, indigenous is-
sues, Kony 2012, Wikileaks and
global politics, the guys of Rap
News keep the issues of Internet
security, online democracy and
freedom of information on the
forefront of their fight to inform.
Some heavy subjects made not only
easier to understand, but infinitely
more watchable with the liberal
usage of silly costumes and well-
timed rap verses.

“We really want to contribute to
making the Internet a better place
by contributing what we regard as
valuable content towards this
global discussion,” said Nanni.

While Nanni works mostly be-
hind the scenes to write, edit and
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mold the message behind
the show, Farrant creates the
rap, the flow and acts out each
erratic character on the pro-
gram, including host Robert Fos-
ter, a fictional Internet anchorman
and rhythmic mediator behind
each Rap News episode.

“We've tried to act as defenders
of the Internet, and Robert Foster
is very much an Internet charac-
ter,” said Nanni. “In many ways
this is sort of Robert defending the
very medium that has permitted
him to exist.”

The most recent episode, titled
“Big Brother Is WWWatching You”
delves into the storm of informa-
tion surrounding the current state
of international spying, global in-
telligence and online surveillance—
all the while employing a
chain-smoking George Orwell and
a foul-mouthed general from the
“Pentopticon” to deliver the mes-
sage.

“We decided to run with this
sort of literary satirical crossover,”
said Farrant. “We wanted to
pay our respects to George Orwell,
the master satirist, but also resur-
rect the warning shot that he fired
in the 20th century—we wanted to
fire it again in the 21st.

“We wanted to make the funda-
mental point that tools do exist
nowadays which can permit you to
fight against Big Brother and the
threats to our rights.”

Orwell, played by Nanni, joins
the video for a live broadcast via
the “Juice Channeling Portal” to
deliver a direct and foreboding
warning.

“An open and universal Internet
is the most effective tool you have
to address the issue that afflict the
world at hand,” raps the re-imag-
ined Orwell, who later refers to
himself as “Torwell” in reference to
the anonymity network Tor.
“Therefore, protecting it is the most

essential task that stands before
your generation.”

Orwell’s message comes from
concerns that spurred the guys of
Rap News to begin this project in
the first place.

“The Internet has only been
around for a few years, but people
already take it for granted, as if
we’ve always had it and we’ll al-
ways have it, and we may as well
not care or worry about it,” said
Nanni.

“But humanity has to recognize
it for what it is—an incredible win-
dow of opportunity that has only
just opened, and if it shuts it could
really leave us in the dark.”

WEB DEMOCRAC
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by Levi Bruce

After moving from Colombia
to the United States at age 14, Ju-
lian Garcia marveled in the free-
dom of the even playing field of
the Internet. All content was ac-
cessible.

The impact he felt going on-
line as a teen has now come into
play with his artistic practice, as
he’s currently pursuing a fine arts
degree at Concordia.

Garcia initially saw the Inter-
net as a place with aesthetics and
concepts that could be explored,
but through his experiences of
the web and the changes it has
undergone, he has come to see it
as “a place to express aesthetics.”

“[The Internet] presents con-

tent purely in an archival form.
[It] gives meaning with descrip-
tions and information, but with-
out tangible presentation,” he
said. Now, he wants to “play with
how the Internet works.”

Garcia and his collaborator
Matt Goerzen have been working
on projects together that take a
look at the Internet in a critical
fashion through online projects,
like the Boca Gallery and artist
talks.

In September, they held a
workshop on the deep web, dark-
nets and the web browser and
anonymity network Tor at East-
ern Bloc.

That workshop was an intro-

duction into the web that is not
seen on contemporary browsers,
and the anonymity that the Tor
browser gives the user.

“The deep web workshop was
an opportunity to show a some-
what ‘decentralized’ side of the
Internet to a generation that
largely relies on centralized Web
2.0 platforms to interact with
others through the web,” said
Garcia.

This sub-level of the web al-
lows for behaviour that would be
otherwise be reported on the sur-
face web—an experience that he
calls “a safari into an au-
tonomous zone.”

Garcia and Goerzen see the

Tor browser as not only giving
artists, but also anthropologists,
sociologists and economists, in-
sight into the interesting self-or-
ganized communities that exist in
the deep web and dark-nets.
Where Web 1.0 was an anony-
mous web landscape where users’
interests were in exploring the
virtual and would avoid the real,
the movement to Web 2.0 was a
move towards an identity-fo-
cused network; about presenting
who you are and what you do.
Garcia’s art practice also in-
cludes a project with a group of
artists, including Goerzen, called
the Boca Gallery. It’s an online
gallery that is focused on selling

completely digital artworks, both
two-dimensional and sculptural.

“We created an online ‘art
gallery’ in order to legitimize the
idea of ‘digital artworks,” he
said.

“As the project developed, it
became more prominent that the
gallery itself epitomizes the orig-
inal idea of displaying artwork
online and challenging attitudes
towards works of art that can be
seen, but that can’t be physically
owned.”

You can see Garcia’s works
at islandofjulian.com and
visit the Boca Gallery at
bocagallery.com.







PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Concordia Stingers head coach Kevin Figsby details a play for his team during their game against the McGill Redmen at the Ed Meagher Arena Friday night. The Stingers managed a 6-5
victory over their cross-town rivals. After a 7-1 loss to the University of Vermont Catamounts Saturday night, the Stingers will look to beat the Carleton University Ravens next Friday.

BIG STARS ON A SMALL POND - PAGE 15

SUNDAY, 0CT. 7

SATURDAY, OCT. 6

FRIDAY, 0CT. 5

THURSDAY, OCT. 4

WEDNESDAY, 0CT. 3

MONDAY, 0CT. 1

Baseball - Concordia 1, Carleton University 8
Women's Hockey - Concordia 2, Université de Moncton 3

Men's Hockey - Concordia 1, University of Vermont 7

Men's Basketball - Concordia 85, Laurentian University 82
Women's Basketball - Concordia 67, Memorial University 72
Women's Hockey - Concordia 0, University of P.E.I. 1

Football - Concordia 6, Université de Sherbrooke 48

Women's Rugby - Concordia 3, St. Francis Xavier University 43

Men's Hockey - Concordia 6, McGill University 5

Men's Basketball - Concordia 73, Queen's University 73
Women's Hockey - Concordia 1, University of P.E.l. 2
Women's Basketball - Concordia 59, Memorial University 69

Women’s Rugby - Concordia 34, Université de Montréal 6

Women's Soccer - Concordia 2, McGill University 2
Baseball - Concordia 4, John Abbott College 0
Men's Rugby - Concordia 6, McGill University 13

Baseball - Concordia 10, Carleton University 4

11

12

13

14

6:30 p.m.
8:30 p.m.

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

1:00 p.m.
2:30 p.m.

1:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
3:00 p.m.

Women's Soccer at McGill Martlets
Men's Soccer at McGill Redmen

Women's Basketball at Waterloo Naismith Tournament
Men's Basketball at Wilfred Laurier Tournament

Women's Rugby vs. Laval Rouge et Or (Concordia Stadium)
Men's Hockey at Carleton Ravens

Football at McGill Redmen for Shaughnessy Cup (Molson Stadium)
Women's Hockey vs. McGill Martlets (Ed Meagher Arena)

Men's Soccer vs. Montréal Carabins (Concordia Stadium)
Women's Soccer vs. Montréal Carabins (Concordia Stadium)
Men's Rugby at Sherbrooke Vert et Or
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13 AT CABARET DU MILE-END, 8PM
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WITH SPECIAL GUEST KATIE MOORE

TICKETS 10§ IN ADVANCE / 15§ AT THE DOOR
ON SALE VIA ADMISSION & AT CABARET DU MILE-END, 5240 AVENUE DU PARC

MARKBERUBE.COM
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Concordia Volunteer
Abroad Program

A\ S

INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING ABROAD?

The Concordia Volunteer Abroad Program (CVAP) is a fee-levy
association of Concordia and a sustainable, non-profit organization
that sends students to volunteer for community project in Gulu,
Northern Uganda. Projects involve two months of summer travel.

To learn more, visit our website or join us for our information sessions:

Oct. 1st @ 1pm
Oct. 16th @ 6pm

WHERE: LB 1042

Application deadline Nov. 2nd, 2012

www.concordiavolunteers.org Facebook:CVAP.uganda
Twitter: CVAPconcordia Questions: admin@concordiavolunteers.org

@ LINK

JOIN the LINK!
MEETING

FRIDAY AT 4 PM
HALL BUILDING
1455 DE MAISONNEUVE WEST

ROOM 649

WHERE TO FIND THE LINK -
THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS

Bikurious Montreal 1757 Amherst L'Oblique 4333
Rivard - Juliette et Chocolat 1615 St-Denis - Frites
Alors! 1710 St-Denis * Yuan Vegetarian Resto 2115
St-Denis + Beatnick 3770 St-Denis L’évidence 3619
St-Denis « Eva B 2015 St-Laurent « Euro Deli 3619
St-Laurent Coupe Bizzare 3770 St-Laurent
Libreria Espagnola 3811 St-Laurent - Inbeat
Recordstore 3814 St-Laurent + Frappé St-Laurent
3900 St-Laurent - Copacabana Bar 3910 St-Laurent
* Le Divan Orange 4234 St-Laurent - Les Bobards
4328 St-Laurent - Om Restaurant 4382 St-Laurent
Kg Délices 5206 St-Laurent + Café Santropol 3990
St-Urbain - Presse Café 3501 Parc Avenue * Le Coin
Grec 4903 Parc Avenue * Chez Boris Café 5151
Parc Avenue - Frites Alors! 5235 Parc Avenue * New
Navarino Café 5563 Parc Avenue * Barros Luco
5201 St-Urbain L’Atelier 5200 Clark - Paragraphe
2220 McGill College * Cheap Thrills 2044 Metcalfe -
Cafe Bistro Van Houtte 2020 Stanley « Madhatter's
Pub 1208 Crescent Brutopia 1219 Crescent -
Hurley’s 1225 Crescent - SWURL 1464 Crescent *
Ziggy’s Pub 1470 Crescent Boustan 2020
Crescent ¢ Irish Embassy 1234 Bishop + Kafein
1429 Bishop - Burritoville 2055 Bishop + Kamho
1448 Mackay St. Second Cup 2002 Mackay * Java
U Maisonneuve & Guy * Sushi Man 1439 Guy - Fats
Billiard PUB 1635 Ste-Catherine W. - Boutique FLY
1970 Ste-Catherine W. « Avesta 2077 Ste-Catherine
W. « Bull Pub 2170 Ste-Catherine W. Eggspectation
1313 de Maisonneuve W. Shaika Cafe 5526
Sherbrooke W. « Maz Bar 5617 Sherbrooke W. -
D.A.D.'s Bagels 5732 Sherbrooke W. < Coop
Maison Verte 5785 Sherbrooke W. - Head & Hands
5833 Sherbrooke W. « Café 92° 6703 Sherbrooke W.
« Second Cup 7335 Sherbrooke W. + Second Cup
5550 Monkland - George's Souvlaki 6995 Monkland
- Galerie Fokus 68 Duluth E. Maison du Tibet 129
Duluth E. - Tiende Santé & Végétarienne 279 Duluth
E. - La Maison de la Torréfaction 412 Gilford -
Freeson Rock 1477 Mont-Royal E. - Café Art Java
837 Mont-Royal E. + Mets Chinois de Montréal 961
Mont-Royal E. - Mont-Royal Hot Dog 1001 Mont-
Royal E. Platé 1031 Mont-Royal E. - Starbuck 1241
Mont-Royal E. »+ Folies En Vrac 1307 Mont-Royal E.
« Caffe Cuore 100 Marie-Anne W. - Café Campus 57
Prince-Arthur E. - Frites Alors! 433 Rachel E. - Arts
Café 201 Fairmount W. - Batory Euro-Deli 115 St-
Viateur W. - Café-Bar I'Amandier 100 St-Viateur W.
+ Maestro 72 St-Viateur W. - Café Grazie 58
Fairmont -+ Les mots a la bouche 226 Fairmount
Dépanneur Café 206 Bernard
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HOCKEY LEAGUE

Locked-Out NHL Players Give Back to Fans

e

BY ELYSHA DEL GIUSTO-ENOS
@ELYSHAENOS oo

At arink in Candiac, QC, a sub-
urb of Montreal, a stream of two-
and-half-feet-tall hockey players
leave the ice, clearing the rink so
locked-out National Hockey
League players can practice.

“It’'s something we’ve been
doing since we were three years
old,” Francis Bouillon, who signed
with the Montreal Canadiens in
July, told reporters at the practice.
“It’s part of our lives.”

If the juxtaposition of mites
and men seems like a rare
sight, it’s one that’s been more
commonplace this fall. On Oct. 4,
the first two weeks of the NHL
season were cancelled, but the
players were ready. La Tournée
des Joueurs was an idea some
players came up with in the sum-
mer when it looked like a lockout
was looming.

The charity league connects
with fans through a Facebook
page that advertises future games.
Right now there’s one Montreal
team and one Quebec City team
who face off against each other.
Players who aren’t from one of the
cities get assigned to one.

“It’s important because it’s all
based in the fans,” said Canadiens
goalie Carey Price. “The fans are
the biggest supporters. That’s
where everybody gets paid from,
so it’s really important to give
back any way we can.”

Tickets to the games are set at
$20.00, and the proceeds go to
the Canadian Tire Jumpstart
Foundation, The Little Treasures
charity and local youth organiza-
tions in the cities where the games
are held. Wednesday’s game in
Rimouski will benefit the Ri-
mouski Océanic student founda-
tion and various Rimouski hockey
associations.

The impact the lockout will
have on fans is a serious concern.
The 1994 lockout alienated casual
fans who turned to other diver-
sions rather than wait for it to
start up again. If this lockout last
too long some think the same
thing could happen again.

But more than just losing fans,
the NHL has been losing players
to teams in the Kontinental
Hockey League in Russia. Mon-
treal Canadiens defenseman An-
drei Markov signed with the KHL
just this week. Still, it’s not for
everyone.

“Maybe if we’re locked out all
season,” Carey Price said. “But as
of now I don’t have any plans to go
anywhere just yet.”

La Tournée des Joueurs
started on Sept. 27 in Chateau-
guay, QC, where more than 1,200
fans came to see them play.

Thursday in Quebec City, the
crowd is expected to be 15,000 at

Le Colisée Pepsi.

“We're still really optimistic
that we’re going to get a deal,”
Bouillon said of the negotiations
between the owners and the Na-
tional Hockey League Players’ As-
sociation. “Guys just want to stay
sharp, stay ready for when the
season starts [...] I'm sure we're
getting closer to a deal. Hopefully
we can get a deal quick and turn
this thing around.”

He added that on top of giving
back to fans, the games are
planned by the players as a way to
keep sharp. Practice can become
too routine, and the players say
they need the competitive element
to raise the level of their training.

The games are strictly no-con-
tact, however, because even
though the players say that con-
tact can raise competition, they
can’t afford to get injured.

As they skate around the rink
in Candiac, the players are sport-

Sports
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ing non-descript black gear with
“#theplayers” written in white at
the bottom of their jerseys.

With the lockout being cast as
a PR battle between the players
and the owners, the players have
been using social media and these
up-close-and-personal games to
win over their fans.

“I think we all have to keep op-
timistic,” Price said. “You never
know what’s going to happen.
We’re pretty strong on our side.
So, we're just kind of waiting. Let
the lawyers do what they need to
do.”

Thursday’s Tournée des
Joueurs game in Quebec City will
be broadcast on RDS in the same
slot the cancelled Ottawa Senators
vs. the Canadiens was suppose to
have been.

For updates visit La
Tournée des Joueurs’ Face-
book page at goo.gl/Im9WM
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Concordia Council
on Student Life

The Concordia Council on Student Life (CCSL)
makes funds available
to support projects that enhance or
contribute to the quality of student life at Concordia.

ol

Do you have an exciting idea for an event that will engage
your fellow Concordia students?

Are you planning on producing a journal to help Concordia
students gain experience in publishing and exposure for their
work?

Are you dreaming of starting up that new initiative to improve
student life on campus but lacking the funds to do so?

GUIDELINES & ONLINE APPLICATION AVAILABLE AT:
http://deanofstudents.concordia.ca/funding-and-awards/
ccsl-special-projects

Fall Deadline: Friday, October 12, 2012 at 5pm

Please contact the Dean of Students Office with any questions:
SGW-H-637 ext.3517 / Loyola-AD-121 ext.4239
Or email to: lauren.broad@concordia.ca
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PLAGIARISM

JOURNALISM’S CRUMBLING MODEL - PAGE 23

BAD FOR YOU

GRAPHIC GRAEME ADAMS

Margaret Wente and the Future of Journalistic Ethics

ALEX MANLEY @ALEX_ICON

Let’s talk
Wente.

Wente, The Globe and Mail’s
star columnist and enfant terrible,
is a constant source of news.
Though she works for a newspa-
per, she’s not reporting on things.

Rather, she’s being reported
on. Her opinionated columns tend
to stir up a frenzy online in the
Globe’s comment sections, and
they prove great fodder for sec-
ondary content distributors like
the Huffington Post and media
blogs to comment on in order to
drive ad revenue.

Lately, though, she seems to be
guilty of more than just sloppy,
unkind generalizations. Carol
Wainio, who writes the blog
Media Culpa, has been calling
Wente out on her slapdash jour-
nalism for years now, but the crit-
icisms have only recently made
their way into the illuminating
light of the mainstream Canadian
media.

On Sept. 21, the Globe’s Public
Editor Sylvia Stead admitted that
a Wente piece included text
copied from another source with-
out attribution. In a 2008 piece on

about Margaret

farming in Africa, Wente passed
off a number of sentences by Dan
Paarlberg, one of the subjects of
the article, as her own writing.
Four days after Stead’s post,
Wente wrote an apology column.

Both Stead’s admission and
Wente’s apology reeked of disdain
for anyone who might dare criti-
cize the hallowed Globe. Business
went on as usual.

Terrence Corcoran of the Na-
tional Post weighed in with an ab-
surd apologetic claiming that
journalistic ethics is a made-up
thing and that all the mean no-
goodniks should lay off her and
the “perhaps sloppiness” of her
writing.

The writing isn’t the only thing
that’s perhaps sloppy, however.
Reading Corcoran’s piece is like
playing logical fallacy bingo. Judg-
mental language, ad hominem at-
tacks and straw men arguments
abound.

“Are newspapers (and other
media), once free to run their own
operations in the context of free-
dom of the press, now running
scared of these outside watch-
dogs?” he asked.

Well, if the outside watchdogs
are the only ones who care about

things like not plagiarizing, then
we should hope so. The point is,
plagiarism is serious.

Wente knows this—in a col-
umn in 2008 on the decline of our
schools, she mentions what the
policy used to be—plagiarists got
a zero—and an Ottawa public
school board policy that allowed
plagiarists to re-do the assign-
ment.

In fact, if she wasn’t getting
caught up in a plagiarism scandal
all her own, she might be writing
another such column right about
now. New York magazine recently
ran a cover story about a high-
profile cheating scandal at a pres-
tigious New York private school.
In passing, it seemed to suggest
that today’s youth—the digital na-
tives—don’t see plagiarism as
wrong.

The overtures weren’t terribly
specific, but the assumption was
clear: The old moral standards are
gone. The Internet has irreversibly
changed things. Who knows what
the future will look like?

But of course, as Wainio
pointed out in a Sept. 28 special to
the National Post, plagiarism isn’t
just for kids.

Wente’s been working at the

Globe for longer than those cheat-
ing high school students have
been alive, and we just came out of
the “Summer of Sin” that saw
grown-up journalists Jonah
Lehrer, Fareed Zakaria and Mau-
reen Dowd sully the names of
New Yorker, Time and the New
York Times, respectively.

To boot, there was Niall Fergu-
son’s un-fact-checked cover story
for Newsweek about the upcom-
ing American presidential election
that created a firestorm of contro-
versy about fact-checking and
which publications have the time,
money and interns to make sure
they’re not publishing outright
lies.

In fact, contrary to Corcoran’s
rant, we do need watchdogs, pub-
lic editors and journalistic ethics
more than ever. Not because
there’s more cheating than in
years past, necessarily—a compar-
ison that would be quasi impossi-
ble to make on any grand
scale—but simply because cheat-
ing, while easier to commit these
days, is also easier to catch.

The more people you lie to, the
more likely you are to get caught.
That’s just basic math. The thing
is, publishing plagiarized or in-

vented journalism these days is
like lying to everyone in the world,
forever. If it can be Googled, it can
be caught.

Thankfully, the story’s not
all doom and gloom. On Sept.
30, Wainio posted another in-
stance of Wente copying. Dating
to March 2009, it’s an instance of
irony in its purest, most beautiful
form. After an article about
celebrities with Twitter accounts
appeared in the New York Times,
Wente copied a few lines from a
blog post by Nicholas Carr that
went online the next day.

The lines in question mock
celebrities who get other people to
Tweet for them. As if the act of
passing off someone’s writing as
someone else’s was, somehow,
morally wrong. If only there was a
word for that.

If Wente ends up getting fired
over plagiarism—and it’s hard to
see that happening, at this point,
given the Globe’s reaction, or lack
thereof—we can only hope that
she’ll write some sort of sorrowful
I-brought-shame-on-my-newspa-
per mea culpa that it itself con-
tains unattributed lines. These
days, she’ll have plenty of exam-
ples to choose from.
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Why We Urgently Need a National Childrens Commissioner, by Michael Wrobel

Right now, 5.6 million children have no
representation at the federal level of

government in Canada.

Appointing an independent
national children’s commissioner
to advocate on their behalf would
go a long way towards ensuring
that their rights are protected
and their interests are looked
after.

On May 3, Liberal Member of
Parliament for Westmount—
Ville-Marie Marc Garneau intro-
duced a private member’s bill in
the House of Commons to do just
that. If passed, the bill will create
a new Office of the Commis-
sioner for Children and Young
Persons.

When we think of marginal-
ized groups underrepresented in
Parliament, we often think of
women, visible minorities, immi-
grants and Aboriginal Peoples.
We usually don’t think of the
huge portion of the population
under the age of 18.

Children aren’t able to vote,
join a political party, lobby the
government or fund advocacy
groups. When gauging public
opinion, polling companies
aren’t interested in knowing
what children have to say. It’s
with good reason that the Stand-
ing Senate Committee on Human
Rights called children “the si-
lenced citizens” in 2007.

There are already children’s
advocates or ombudspersons in
most provinces and territories.
As adoption, healthcare, daycare
and education are under provin-

cial jurisdiction, the provincial
advocates are already responsi-
ble for monitoring and reporting
on a lot of the areas of govern-
ment policy that affect children
the most.

But it would be wrong to say
that a children’s commissioner at
the federal level isn’t necessary,
or would have nothing to do.

The federal government has
jurisdiction over refugee and im-
migration policy, divorce law, the
Criminal Code, the juvenile
justice system and aboriginal is-
sues—all areas where govern-
ment policy have a considerable
impact on children.

For instance, a national chil-
dren’s commissioner might have
something to say about the fact
that the Criminal Code still de-
fines spanking as a legitimate
form of punishment.

Research now shows physical
punishment can lead to more ag-
gressive behaviour by the child
and even cause mental health is-
sues like anxiety and depression.
Government policy simply hasn’t
kept pace with the scientific evi-
dence.

A commissioner would un-
doubtedly take issue with
Canada’s treatment of aboriginal
children. First Nations Canadi-
ans have long argued that aborig-
inal schools are critically
underfunded compared to their
provincial off-reserve counter-

parts. Aboriginal schools receive
about a quarter less funding per
student than non-aboriginal
schools, and only half of First
Nations youth graduate from
high school.

Equally in the bull’s-eye of a
children’s commissioner would
be the federal government’s new
tough-on-crime approach in
dealing with juvenile delin-
quents. The Globe and Mail
called the plan “jail-intensive.”
Criminologists and judges have
said the plan is unproven and il-
logical.

Some of the provincial
children’s advocates have them-
selves admitted they also need a
federal counterpart to coordinate
their efforts and give the inter-
provincial Canadian Council on
Child and Youth Advocates some
much needed purpose and direc-
tion.

The first debate on Garneau’s
bill was last Tuesday. Ironically,
the low-key but nevertheless im-
portant debate was largely over-
shadowed by the announcement
by Justin Trudeau that he will
enter his party’s leadership race.
Trudeau is the Liberal critic for
youth issues.

During the debate, MPs for
the New Democratic Party came
out in support of the bill,
whereas the Conservatives said
they were against it.

Claiming that the position
of Children’s Commissioner
would be redundant given the va-
riety of working groups and com-
mittees that already look at
children’s issues, the Conserva-
tives said there simply wasn’t
enough money to create another

independent watchdog.

“Our first concern with the bill
is related to the potential costs,”
said Kerry-Lynne Findlay, the
parliamentary secretary to the
Minister of Justice in the House
of Commons. “It would be diffi-
cult to justify creating another
layer of bureaucracy for report-
ing and monitoring purposes in
this current climate of fiscal re-
straint.”

The hypocrisy of the Harper
government apparently knows no
bounds. This so-called “fiscally
responsible” government is, after
all, the very administration that
created a new, completely tooth-
less mining watchdog in October
20009.

The watchdog was supposed
to hold Canadian mining corpo-
rations accountable for their
abuses abroad. Instead, two
years after its creation, it had
only received two complaints,
and it was only able to follow up
on one of those complaints;
companies can choose not to par-
ticipate in its voluntary investiga-
tions.

To add insult to injury, this
powerless Office of the Extractive
Sector Corporate Social Respon-
sibility Counsellor—more appro-
priately called a “bogus PR job”
by Toronto-based lawyer Murray
Klippenstein in an interview with
CBC—has cost taxpayers no less
than $650,000 annually since its
creation.

To say that we don’t have the
resources to fund a new chil-
dren’s commissioner is not only
ludicrous, but downright insult-
ing. If the Conservatives found
the means to whitewash our min-

ing industry, they can surely fund
a commissioner’s office to look
after the most vulnerable and
voiceless among us.

Non-governmental organiza-
tions have argued we need a na-
tional children’s advocate for
years. The United Nations has
also called for Canada to create
such a position.

On Sept. 27, the United Na-
tions’ Committee on the Rights of
the Child told Canada that it
needed to “raise the bar” on how
it deals with children’s issues.
The federal government went be-
fore the committee to defend its
progress in meeting its obliga-
tions under the Convention on
the Rights of the Child.

The committee was unim-
pressed by our country’s 127-
page report, which it called
inadequate and lacking in clear
statistics that prove our policies
are succeeding.

Evidently, there’s a need for a
national children’s commissioner
to advocate on behalf of Canada’s
children, and to monitor and re-
port on Canada’s compliance
with the UN Convention on the
Rights of the Child.

We shouldn’t accept that “fis-
cal restraint” prevents us from
giving our children and their in-
terests adequate representation
at the federal level.

This shouldn’t be a partisan
political issue. The House of
Commons needs to unanimously
vote in favour of the Commis-
sioner for Children and Young
Persons in Canada Act.

For the next generation, the
consequences of not doing so are
simply too great.
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The Shallowness of the Justin Trudeau Media Coverage

HILARY SINCLAIR
@HILARYSINCLAIR

We need to stop treating
Justin Trudeau like a spoiled
child—and he should probably
stop acting like one.

During the build-up to the Oct.
2 announcement that officially
launched his bid for leader of the
Liberal Party, the media ques-
tioned his maturity, how much he
is like his dad and exhaustively
informed the public that, yes, he
does like boxing—remember that
one time he boxed with a sena-
tor?

It has also not escaped the
media’s attention that he is, in
fact, rather handsome. Genius.

As Trudeaumania 2.0 pro-
gresses, it has become clear that
he is not taken seriously, and he
might be giving us little reason to
put any confidence in him.

In his candidacy announce-
ment speech he astutely pointed
out that, “It is time for all of us to
come together and get down to
the very serious, very adult busi-
ness of building a better country.”

To The Globe and Mail he
said: “There are people out there
who hate me automatically—they
dislike me intensely automati-
cally. There are people out there
who like me automatically. I have

to know how to discount both of
them [...] and just be centred
around myself.”

What in the name of Thor’s
hammer are you doing, Trudeau?

The political intelligence that
is supporting this bid for leader-
ship of the oldest federal party of
our beautiful nation is bat-shit
crazy. He’s got brains to burn, but
instead chooses to—or must—
waste his most quotable moments
defending his maturity and abil-
ity to be his own man.

His statements have been
dripping with sweepingly idealis-
tic statements on his principles
and dancing lefty visions for
Canada—but his lack of specific
policy gives nothing for the media
to latch onto and write punchy
headlines about.

He has no substance and lacks
legitimacy, say media heavy-
weights.

But the same people found it
uninteresting to focus on the ag-
gressive insecurity and robotic
smile of our current prime minis-
ter—he was rarely forced to de-
fend anything but the things he
believes in... except the one time
he shook his own son’s hand.

Trudeau, on the other hand,
has not really had that luxury of
giving lip service to any concrete
policies.

With headlines like, “Trudeau
grapples with his ‘authenticity,”
“Trudeau’s life experience lim-
ited,” and “Is Justin Trudeau the
Avril Lavigne of Canadian poli-
tics?” how could anyone trust him
to inhabit 24 Sussex Drive?

The way Trudeau has been
pushed into a corner and forced
to defend himself, not as a politi-
cian but as a person, could very
well end his bid for PM before it
begins.

You should care because of the
following statement:

“Some say that youth carry our
future,” said Trudeau.

“I say youth are an essential
resource for our present. We need
to empower all young Canadians,
through world-class education,
through rich and relevant work
experience, and through opportu-
nity to serve their communities
and their world. Their voices,
their choices, matter deeply, as
do their actions: they are already
leaders today.”

Trudeau cares about us, he re-
ally cares. He’s currently the Lib-
eral Party’s critic for youth,
post-secondary education, ama-
teur sport and served as the chair
for the Katimavik program for
four years.

The youth are his schtick and
he will empower our generation—

a generation that is caught in a
tailspin of underrepresentation,
unemployment and under-appre-
ciation.

Yes, Pierre cast a giant Na-
tional Energy Policy-shaped
shadow upon his son. But that is
as irrelevant as how your father’s
occupation affects what you do.
These days, it tends not to. That’s
why the font spelling “Justin” on
his campaign signs is about three
times that of the one that spells
“Trudeau,” and why his campaign
is kicking off in Alberta.

If given the chance, Trudeau
has the charisma, backing and
ideals that will morph Canada’s
Goldilocks party into something
that can remove the bronze medal
from the neck of the Liberals.

“Think about it for a moment:
when was the last time you had a
leader you actually trusted?”
asked Trudeau.

“And not just the nebulous
‘trust to govern competently,” but
actually trusted, the way you trust
a friend to pick up your kids from
school, or a neighbour to keep
your extra front door key? Real
trust? That’s a respect that has to
be earned, step by step.”

Unfortunately, it looks like
every step he takes will be hin-
dered by trivial ponderings,
tabloid-style.

Opinions

Just Watch Him.

As Trudeaumania
2.0 progresses, it
has become clear
that he is not taken
seriously, and he
might be giving us
little reason to put
any confidence in
him.

GRAPHIC ERIC BENT
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GUTTING THE SYSTEM

New Supreme Court Appointments Undermine Its Function

BY SAM SLOTNICK
@SAM__SLOTNICK

The Supreme Court seemed
to be the last bulwark against
Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s
agenda, but it won’t be for long.

With a majority of 40 per cent
of the popular vote and a Senate
on puppet strings, the Harper
government has infiltrated the
executive, legislative and judicial
branches that are supposed to
protect our democracy against
the sweeping changes the current
government are enacting.

As of Oct. 2, when Harper an-
nounced the appointment of his
fifth justice of the nine-person
Supreme Court bench, that last
line of defense fell.

Some experts have claimed
Supreme Court appointments are
often painted as far more politi-
cal than they really are. However,
Harper’s appointees are all cut
from a cloth with too much of an
affinity for his agenda for the
choices to be considered apoliti-
cal.

Richard Wagner, the new ap-
pointee, though seen as generally
centrist, still emphasized, as
written in The Globe and Mail,

that he thought “the creation of
laws is for you, Members of Par-
liament, to do [...] it’s not up to
judges.”

The centrist title given by MPs
probably has less to do with what
political predisposition he may
or may not have and more to do
with the fact that he said he
wouldn’t interfere with the
House’s legislature.

The son of former Conserva-
tive MP Claude Wagner also gave
non-answers when asked about
his position on crime, and said
that it wasn’t about being lenient
or strict—but being “fair.”

Lastly, Wagner has only been
a judge for eight years, and may
be vulnerable to the ‘tough on
crime’ arguments of four much
more experienced judges—espe-
cially considering his father was
famous for his tough-on-crime
rhetoric.

Harper’s appointees have
openly advocated minimum sen-
tencing in certain areas, such as
in the case of recent appointee
Justice Michael Moldaver, and
that they are opposed to ‘run-
away trials,” which translates into
taking issue with the involve-
ment of interest groups who tend

to help yield progressive and ac-
tivist decisions.

With some luck and good
political maneuvering, the PM
has successfully transformed the
Supreme Court to both legitimize
his more controversial legislation
while simultaneously curbing its
generally progressive leanings.

Each appointee of Harper’s
has been noted for two things:
deference (i.e. they give legisla-
tors the benefit of the doubt) and
being ‘tough on crime.’

That means that when aspects
of Harper’s omnibus crime bill
are challenged in front of the
Supreme Court—which they in-
evitably will be—they will be
heard by a bench whose majority
has come out to say they won’t
question the nature of the Con-
servative prison-heavy bill.

In other words, if someone
were to challenge mandatory
minimum sentencing—a grossly

unconstitutional practice—
Harper’s appointees are liable to
let it through.

Part of what deferential jus-
tice means is that you are more
apprehensive to make decisions
that are considered the job of leg-
islators.

Abortion, same-sex marriage
and safe injection sites are all
things in Canada that operate al-
most exclusively because they
were protected by the Charter of
Rights and Freedoms, according
to the Supreme Court of Canada.

With a court that is populated
by a majority of Harper ap-
pointees, it is incredibly unlikely
that we will see any progressive
decision-making.

And it also means, we may see
a reversal of some progressive
decisions in the coming years.

Harper’s manipulation of the
Supreme Court will persist long
after his term ends. Supreme
Court justices retire at the age of
75. Current justices Morris Fish
and Louis LeBel are 73 and 72
respectively, meaning that before
Harper’s time in office ends, he
will have the opportunity to
appoint two more justices.

The five Harper appointees
are significantly younger than
their counterparts, by nearly
a decade on average. If Harper
appoints two more justices under
the age of 60, over the course
of the next few years, he could
set up the Supreme Court to
be staffed by a majority of his

GRAPHIC ALEX JEFFERY

own appointees for the next 15
years.

What may be worst of all is
that Harper has instituted parlia-
mentary selection hearings. They
give parliament an opportunity
to question Harper’s candidates,
in an attempt to add legitimacy
to his decision.

The reality of the committees
is that the participating MPs
have no say in the final decision
and are barred from asking
candidates about social policy.
The committees’ existence is also
subject to Harper’s will. He’s al-
ready dissolved committees early
and—as was the case with the one
conducted for the latest ap-
pointee—rushed through them.

“Harper acts as if the public
nomination hearing he himself
created were a mere formality,”
read the opening sentence of an
editorial The Globe and Mail last
Wednesday of Harper’s selection
of Wagner.

Their outrage was in the right
place, but a bit misdirected. The
hearings are and always have
been a formality. But at this point
the question is whether Supreme
Court decisions themselves will
become a mere formality.
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COLOUR ME PUZZLED

CHRISTOPHER TAN @CHRISVTAN

»

GRAPHIC CHRISTOPHER TAN

Across

1. Someone please let the makers of this
phone directory know that the Internet is a
thing. Until then, my apartment will keep get-
ting a free doorstop or two—or 20—every year.
(2 words)

4. Despite drawing criticisms for mediocre
writing and a poor depiction of actual BDSM
culture, this novel has gone on to sell over 40
million copies. Not bad for something that orig-
inated as Twilight fan fiction. (4 words)

6. Out-of-town students, make sure to stop
at this vermillion Montreal landmark if you’re
ever cruising down Décarie Blvd.

Don’t worry about having trouble finding it—
it’s a little hard to miss a three-story-tall spher-
ical restaurant. (2 words)

9. Although some of you may only know
Ozzy Osbourne from that show on MTV, he got
his start as the lead singer of this band, the pi-
oneers of heavy metal. (2 words)

10. Bryan Cranston portrays this antihero of
Breaking Bad on AMC. You could deduce the
answer—if you would just apply yourself! (2
words)

12. This marine hero is often the butt of jokes
stemming from his esoteric collection of powers,
most notable being his ability to “talk” to fish.

13. The Montreal pub headquarters for the
English team during international soccer tour-
naments, this name comes from the neighbour-
hood that it’s located in and the official animal
of the team. (2 words)

Down

2. Despite the sub-par performance by this
2011 Ryan Reynolds film at the box office,
Warner Bros. is already working on a sequel.
Thank God, yet another superhero film to save
us from variety in the theatres. (2 words)

3. This Prince album is credited with raising
him to iconic status. It is also the movie sound-
track to his debut film. (2 words)

5. This cartoon cat isn’t just a beloved chil-
dren’s character, he’s also the face of a brand
of insulation. An odd mix on the surface, but
you’d be surprised how many kids have had to
moonlight as construction workers in this
economy. (2 words)

7. Another term for a suck-up, the Spanish
version of this phrase roughly translates to
eye-licker. (Not the eye on your face.) (2
words)

8. This slang term refers to the painful build-
up of fluid in the male reproductive tract with-
out release. The doctors behind a 2000 medical
study concluded, “The treatment is sexual re-
lease, or perhaps straining to move a very
heavy object.” T don’t know about you, but
those are the same thing for me ... Heyo! (2
words)

11. These flights falling between 9:00 p.m.
and 5:00 a.m. are so named for the ocular symp-
toms they are associated with. (2 words)

Opinions

Oral Conundrum

Melissa, I recently read that gonorrhea is on the rise and is
mainly transmitted through oral sex. The idea to use a con-
dom during oral sex genuinely makes me want throw up,
but I don’t want to get a STI either. What should I do?

—Orally Concerned

You're absolutely right that gonorrhea is currently on the
rise in Canada.

On a very related note, people often think about certain
STTIs like gonorrhea as the not-so scary ones because they’re
treatable, but it was recently brought to public attention that
drug-resistant gonorrhea strains have been coming up in
Canada.

There may be a time in the near future when gonorrhea
will no longer be an STI that’s easy to treat—or possibly treat-
able at all.

Gonorrhea can be transmitted vaginally, anally, and
orally. I wouldn’t say the main method of transmission is
oral, but it would be pretty difficult to know for sure, since
there’s barely any data on gonorrhea prevalence in Canada
period, let alone how exactly people contract it.

I do, however, think that more and more people are en-
gaging in unprotected oral rather than unprotected vaginal
or anal sex, since condoms have become pretty standard
there, so it would make sense for oral transmissions to be on
the rise.

There are a lot of cases of gonorrhea and chlamydia that
go unreported because it’s typical to show no symptoms
when you're infected. This is one of the reasons health pro-
fessionals push for routine STT tests rather than only going
if you think you might have something.

The more common symptoms are greenish-yellow dis-
charge or pain during urination. If you're orally infected, it’s
a sore throat, and swollen glands.

Since gonorrhea and chlamydia can also infect your
mouth, it’s important to know that a standard STT test
doesn’t always include a swab sample of your mouth to check
for them, so be sure to ask if your doctor doesn’t do it.

While sucking on latex doesn’t sound appealing, oral gon-
orrhea, chlamydia and herpes probably don’t either. Con-
doms and dental dams are basic and widely available tools
that significantly lower your risk of contracting anything, so
you might as well use them if you really want to have oral sex
but you're worried.

It really comes down to what level of risk you're comfort-
able with. I prefer to be realistic about the fact that some peo-
ple still won’t use protection, and that’s their personal choice
to make.

If you do choose to have unprotected oral sex, you need
to be prepared to take responsibility and accept the conse-
quences if you contract or pass on an STI. Remember, if you
haven’t recently been tested, you might actually be the one
passing an STI without knowing you had one.

I wish there was a better, more desirable answer, but un-
fortunately, STIs are a reality that we're all living with. Your
other option is to not have casual oral sex, and only do things
you're comfortable using protection during.

Maybe save the unprotected stuff for a trusting sexual re-
lationship where you can both get tested and have a better
idea of each other’s STI statuses. Until then, it’s really your
call to make—and you now have all the info to make it.

—Melissa Fuller
@Mel_Full

Submit your questions anonymously at sex-
pancakes.tumblr.com and check out “Sex & Pancakes” on
Facebook.

Need some extra help? You can always contact Concor-
dia Counselling & Development at 514-848-2424 ext. 3545
for SGW and ext. 3555 for Loyola.

Got a quick health question? Call info-santé at 8-1-1
from any Montreal number.
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BARTON FLATS

COMIC JONATHAN W00DS GRAPHIC CLEMENT LIU

American Vice-Presidential Debate Drinking Game

Last week's presidential debate is mentioned.
Religion is mentioned.
A candidate laughs awkwardly .

Someone says “jobs.”

Big Bird is mentioned.

Moderator gets interrupted. Drink once

Someone says “Obamacare”

Someone says something politically incorrect. : i
o . Drink twice

The Canadian pipeline is mentioned.

Every time a candidate goes over the time limit.

“47 per cent” is mentioned.

Your live stream goes down.

Anyone stares into the camera. Drink for the length of 7
Paul Ryan sings Rage Against the Machine. P

s £
“LICENCE # REGisTEATIoN| PLEASE

Want to help turn the best of the first two years of Barton Flats
into a book? Visit http://www.indiegogo.com/bartonflats to
show your support

COMIC JOSHUA BARKMAN

UGH. LET'S Go
IN  AND EAT
SomMmEe FLIPPIN’

PuMPKIN PIE!

NAH'MSAYIN?

Baggage Issues

Dear cashier at that infamous two-let-
tered grocery store,

I'm a pretty easygoing guy, but some-
times, little things can get to me, ya know?
Like the fact that apparently, bringing my
own grocery bags to your cash means that
you're going to think our little exchange
ends with you scanning my food.

Even though I set my bags down right in
front of you, you just turned to the next cus-
tomer and started adding their groceries to
the pile I'm apparently supposed to be mag-
ically packing away while I'm entering my
debit PIN.

And then, you started bagging their gro-
ceries, as if mine, by some feat of sustainable
technology, could not only go into reusable
sacks, but bag themselves! I assume that’s
what you thought, because any other prem-
ise would just seem like a casual “shove it”

to little old me.

Maybe it was the mood I was in, but my
inner Larry David reared itself with a little
jab.

“So I guess bringing my own bags means
I don’t get my groceries bagged?”

To which you retorted with the simple
observation that I'd already begun to do it
myself, so...

Oh yes, astute discovery. I actually didn’t
want to wait for some hero to do your job
while I stared blankly at your indifference.

Listen, I know what I'm talking about.
I've done my share of scanning and bagging
for minimum wage. It’s not like I'm asking
for anything difficult here. Us BYO-Baggers
just want to be treated equally—if it’s all the
same to you.

- Colin Harris
Coordinating Editor
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GRAPHIC JOSHUA BARKMAN
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BACK TO THE DRAWING BOARD

ou can’t force people to do
Ywhat’s good for them. Nor

can you manhandle them
into spending money on some-
thing that they no longer view as
a commodity.

News is not free. Information
does not flow fully formed onto
your screen. Journalists
painstakingly hunt for it.

It sounds high and mighty,
cheesy and overblown, but the
press holds up our democracy. If
you don’t believe this, you haven’t
imagined what a country with no
free press is like. A mechanism
equipped with the resources and
expertise to call out those in
power can’t be undervalued.

But with both a lack of public
faith in the press and ever-
shrinking budgets, that’s exactly
what’s happening.

With the recent closures of

OpenFile and the Mirror, layoffs
at The Gazette and the impending
doom for TSN, the system is
crumbling at an alarming rate.

We are caught in a vicious cir-
cle of widely reported plagiarism
scandals from Margaret Wente to
Jonah Lehrer and lazy, pre-
dictable reporting that makes
readers even less inclined to pay
for our product.

Something needs to give;
starting over is not a negative
thing. There’s a reason why this
year’s Media Democracy issue
transformed into Web Democ-
racy. It’s the plane on which the
future of journalism lies, for bet-
ter or for worse.

What the news industry needs
is a controlled burn. One so vast
that thousands of new ideas and
players can spring up and repop-
ulate the information age.

Like the tech industry, what
journalism needs is rampant and
constant innovation. But none of
this game-changing is possible if
the news business is not seen as
an industry selling a valuable
commodity.

While it’s painfully ironic to be
writing this in a print newspaper
that we are hopelessly attached
to, the reality is that it has be-
come a frivolous medium for
daily and weekly publications.

The struggle to adapt to new
technologies is not unique to
journalism, but has been ever ag-
gravated by trying to fit the print
square into the round, online
hole. But yet, the big players keep
pushing like confused toddlers.

National news organizations
are starting to do the news media
equivalent of throwing in the
towel—but appear to be too stub-

born to realize it.

They are no longer looking for
the most talented, most qualified
people to fill their pages (and
webpages), instead opting for the
most controversial or the best
connected. Many organizations
have closed their doors to new
hires. With a staunch resolve to
prevent innovation, it’s all over
for us trench coat-wearing hope-
fuls.

Scrambling to make the scant
cash in online ads and competing
against their own content in news
aggregators, a model seen in
many a floundering newspaper is
to go with what drives traffic—
sensationalism in headlines and
infotainment that costs pennies
on the dollar to create compared
to the investigative work neces-
sary to keep those in power in
check.

Like we don’t expect musi-
cians to fix the music industry,
individual journalists cannot fix
this industry themselves. Our
passion drives our work; but it’s
that same passion that drives us
to report the news, even if it
means living paycheck-to-pay-
check.

It’s time for the professionals
to step in. We need business peo-
ple to see the potential profitabil-
ity of information and step in. But
they also need the ethical com-
pass to not resort to pin-ups and
kitten videos.

Technology shouldn’t be s
een as a barrier, as it’s being
viewed in the boardrooms of
news leaders. It’s an opportu-
nity—one that needs to be taken
advantage of, before there’s noth-
ing left of the newsroom but an
archaic, empty shell.

GRAPHIC PAKU DAOUST CLOUTIER
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