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PQ Still Leads
A poll published by La Presse sees the

Parti Québécois ahead of both the Liberals
and the Coalition, with the PQ at 32 per
cent, the CAQ in second at 28 per cent and
Liberals third with 26 per cent of the
prospective votes.

The poll suggests that PQ leader Pauline
Marois will win a minority government in
the election on Tuesday. 

ELECTIONS IN BRIEF
• NICK LAUGHER

Vive le Québec
Despite telling voters not to worry about

Quebec separation, Parti Québécois leader
Pauline Marois admitted Thursday that her
main motivation in the election was to make
Québec a country.

She promised the development of electric
transportation technologies and making it il-
legal for employees of the public sector to
wear any non-Christian religious symbols.  

“Together we will build a ‘tightly mixed’
country,” she said. 

Charest the Hockey Fan
Liberal leader Jean Charest is attempt-

ing to swing the vote through the use of
Canada’s most treasured sport: hockey.

Campaigning in Quebec City, Charest
claimed that a PQ government could ruin
any chance of the return of the a National
Hockey League team to the provincial capi-
tal—his reasoning being that the political in-
stability of a PQ government would be a
turn-off for the NHL. 

“Two-Way Race”
Coalition Avenir Québec leader François

Legault claims that a vote for anyone other
than the CAQ would result in a PQ govern-
ment and, inevitably, a referendum.

Furthering the divide, Legault has begun
delivering some speeches in English, in op-
position to the proposed tightening of reg-
ulations for English schooling policies by
Marois. 

COREY POOL
@COREYRIVER

Concordia’s Board of Governors is
missing one key component —a reg-
ular undergraduate student repre-

sentative. 
“I’ve been told that the secretary of the

Board has not yet received the name from
the CSU of the regular [undergraduate]
representative,” said Concordia spokesper-
son Chris Mota. “The only name that she
has received is that of the alternate gover-
nor.”

At a Concordia Student Union council
meeting held in June, CSU President
Schubert Laforest was elected by council
to represent undergraduate students at
BoG. 

Former CSU President Lex Gill was also
elected as the alternate undergraduate rep. 

At the last BoG meeting, which also
took place in June, new members were ap-
pointed and approved as part of the stu-
dent union changeover and the
restructuring of the Board—which was cut
from 40 to 25 members last year. 

When the motion arrived to approve
undergraduate representatives, Laforest’s
name was missing from the list. 

“It’s the CSU’s responsibility to provide
the names [of student representatives] and
I’ve been told that that has not been done,”
said Mota. 

Despite repeated attempts to contact
Laforest, The Link was unable to reach him
for comment. 

However, The Link was able to contact
VP Clubs and Internal Nadine Atallah,
who said she didn’t know anything about
his absence from the list.

“That’s not something at all that I know
about, unfortunately,” said Atallah. “Schu-
bert is really the one who’s been taking
care of governance issues. […] Governance
is really his area of expertise.” 

Atallah was able to confirm that Lafor-
est was in fact elected by council, and
should be on the list. 

This is not the first time that questions
have been raised about Laforest’s status at
the university. 

He and VP Academic and Advocacy
Lucia Gallardo were disqualified from run-
ning in the CSU elections last spring by the
CSU Chief Electoral Officer due to al-
legedly not being registered Concordia stu-
dents. 

The two were quickly reinstated by the
Judicial Board, who said that no evidence
was shown to prove that they were not stu-
dents.

Laforest and Gallardo attributed their
disqualifications to problems with their
visas and missing paperwork.

The university has several rules in place
that outline whether or not a student is el-
igible to sit on BoG.

According to Article 12 of the univer-
sity’s bylaws, students elected to the Board
must be registered undergraduate or grad-
uate students in at least one course or for-
credit activity, as well as being in good
academic standing.

The bylaws also state that if a student
has been sanctioned under the university’s
Code of Rights and Responsibilities or the
Academic Code of Conduct within the
three previous years, they are not eligible
to sit on BoG. 

The next BoG meeting is scheduled for
Sept. 28. 

Pretty Vacant
ConU BoG Missing Student Rep

PHOTO ERIN SPARKS
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SAM SLOTNICK
@SAM_SLOTNICK

For the first time, Concordia
frosh leaders received specialized
training on sexual assault and con-
sent this year.

The presentations are an initia-
tive of the 2110 Centre for Gender
Advocacy, which provided the serv-
ice to frosh leaders from the Arts
and Science Federation of Associa-
tions, the Commerce and Adminis-
tration Student Association and the
Engineering and Computer Science
Association. 

The initiative was partly driven
by complaints made following last
year’s frosh.

“Students are affected [by sexual
assault] more than the general pop-
ulation, particularly when encour-
aged to drink excessively,” said Julie

Michaud, the 2110’s Administrative
Coordinator. 

The presentations were aimed
mostly at defining consent, debunk-
ing myths regarding sexual assault,
teaching froshies how to recognize
when someone is withholding their
consent and raising questions about
the effects of heavy alcohol con-
sumption on consent.

Last year, AFSA claimed to have
received unofficial complaints from
female frosh participants about the
behaviour of male students, partic-
ularly in residences. 

“There were people who were
acting—I don’t want to say force-
ful—but not respecting bound-
aries,” said AFSA President
Caroline Bourbonnière regarding
some of the questioned sexual be-
haviour. 

As a result, AFSA approached

2110, which was already preparing
the presentations, and requested
that the Centre provide ASFA frosh
participants and leaders with a
presentation on consent and sexual
assault. 

Frosh is now over, and, accord-
ing to Bourbonnière, AFSA has not
yet received any similar complaints.

Despite the presentations’ ap-
parent success, the Centre still faces
some logistical problems.

“Ideally, we would like to spend
two to three hours, because it is a
complex issue, but these groups are
only giving us 15 to 30 minutes,”
said Michaud. “At McGill, every stu-
dent who lives in residence has to
attend a three-hour presentation on
consent and sexuality.” 

The presentations have been a
successful step towards the larger
aim of the Centre to press the Con-

cordia administration into reform-
ing its policy on sexual assault pre-
vention and support resources on
campus, as well as providing space
for a sexual assault centre. 

“Baby steps are important so
there’s a foundation for strong pol-
icy change,” said CSU VP Academic
Lucia Gallardo, who put the policy
reform at the forefront of her cam-
paign platform. 

The 2110 negotiations with the
university regarding the sexual as-
sault centre have been relatively
fruitless so far however. Michaud
claims that the Dean of Students
has expressed general support, but
the university appears unwavering
in its opinion that there is no space
for the centre.

The need for a sexual assault
centre is made all the more pressing
by the fact that, according to

Michaud, the recourse available to
complainants is not well-suited to
their needs.

Michaud and Gallardo both cite
as an example Concordia security
guards’ lack of training in dealing
with survivors of sexual assault. 

“Follow-up starts when someone
reports an incident, but our security
guards aren’t trained on how to talk
to victims [of sexual assault],” said
Gallardo. “Support resources exist,
but you have to already know where
to look for them.”

The 2110 Campaigns Coordina-
tor Bianca Mugyenyi feels the uni-
versity owes this much to its
students. 

“[A sexual assault centre] is well
within the means of the university,”
said Mugyenyi. “It is the responsi-
bility of the university to make sure
its students are safe.”

No Means No 101
2110 Centre Teaches Froshies About Consent   

PHOTO ERIN SPARKS

With the recent loss of The Link founding editor Doug Leslie, we took a trip through the old recruitment ads from our first volume and realized ours have a lot to live up to. 
You can read about Leslie’s time at The Link, as told by former editors, on page 16
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KATIE MCGROARTY
@KATIECMCG

In late August of previous
years, the Concordia Student
Union has plastered the campus
with posters and handed out fly-
ers detailing the year’s Orienta-
tion schedule.

At press time, the only adver-
tising for the $150,000 two-week
event, which begins tomorrow,
consisted of a Facebook image
with the listing of activities of-
fered. 

This year, CSU leaders say the
flyers are still at the printer, and
their website hasn’t been com-
pletely updated since last year’s
Your Concordia slate handed
over the reins to their A Better
Concordia successors in early
April. 

“I think we wanted to make
sure that everything was solidi-
fied,” said VP Student Life Alexis
Suzuki of the lack of advance pro-
motion. 

“A lot of the events were can-
celled last year, so, I don’t know,
I just think that we just wanted to
make sure that everything was
going according to plan and didn’t

want to put anything up that was
going to be cancelled. There
wasn’t any specific reasoning for
it, but we just wanted to make
sure that we have our events
down.”

Last year, two events were can-
celled due to unavoidable circum-
stances: a terrace party was called
off because of a malfunctioning
barbecue, and the mid-week scav-
enger hunt was cancelled due to
poor attendance. 

In the past, the CSU has hosted
free Orientation shows by the
likes of Snoop Dogg, Wyclef Jean,
Chromeo and Metric. 

As of press time, no musical
lineup for this year had been re-
leased. 

On Monday afternoon, Orien-
tation Director Ramy Khoriaty of-
fered an explanation for to the
delay. The CSU encountered con-
tract issues in mid-August when
they were given an ultimatum by
the original band they had con-
tacted: The act had been booked
overseas on the same day as the
Orientation concert, for much
more pay. 

“We got a little screwed by the
booking company we were work-

ing with for the contract,” he said.
“We saw online that the band
would potentially be double-
booked and playing somewhere
that paid two times what we
would have.” 

So, with the contracts not yet
finalized, the CSU was left with-
out a band for Orientation’s main
event with only a few weeks to go. 

Now, they’re waiting for some
last promotional material from
the newly booked band before
making the final reveal. 

“It’s something that hasn’t
been done before. We thought it
would be really fun and creative
[to not release the artists’ names
right away] so we thought it
would be a good idea to do that; it
would be a nice little surprise for
everyone,” said Gallardo of the
delay in releasing the identity of
the new headliners. 

“I feel like everything is not
ready, and I’m going insane and
I’m terrified, but in terms of
[being organized], I think we’re
pretty good,” said Suzuki on Sun-
day. “I’m freaking out. I’ve been
freaking out every day; I’ve been
freaking out for the past two
months, but everyone keeps

telling me that if I wasn’t, there
would be something wrong—so
that’s definitely reassuring.”

Throughout the summer, the
CSU ran into challenges booking
the Reggie’s terrace for the con-
cert due to a noise complaint filed
during last year’s Orientation
downtown. 

At the time, the Concordia ad-
ministration was told by authori-
ties that “no noise registering
above 80 decibels is allowed on
public or private property,” and if
the noise level exceeded that,
those responsible could incur
fines between $1,500 and
$12,000—plus a $375 administra-
tion fee. 

“There were a ton of noise re-
strictions that were going on, and
it was essentially that we weren’t
allowed to have any amplified
sound on the terrace […] so it was
a huge, huge hassle,” said Suzuki. 

“It was a big chunk of our time
over the summer to make sure
that we could have sound, but in
the end we talked to the city and
did a bit of work so we were fi-
nally able to get a permit from
them. There are restrictions, but
essentially we were granted per-

mission for the duration of Orien-
tation, so we’re really happy.” 

However, the noise still must
be kept under 80 decibels—a level
comparable to the sound of a toi-
let flushing. 

Despite securing permission to
use the terrace for smaller events,
the CSU has organized the main
concert to be hosted in the Loyola
quad, as it has been in recent
years.

Gallardo says that the decision
was made not to avoid permit reg-
ulations, but to prevent non-Con-
cordians from participating in the
events.

“This is really something that
is a Concordia event, and we re-
ally want to offer the opportunity
to our students more than anyone
else,” said Gallardo. 

“By having it at our own cam-
pus, I think that sends a pretty
clear message that we really want
Concordia students to enjoy the
event and be a part of it, and take
advantage of both of their cam-
puses as well.”

Orientation activities are
scheduled to start on Tuesday,
with the concert on Sept. 14 and
the final event on Sept. 16.

FEELING DISORIENTED
CSU Remains Tight-Lipped About Orientation Concert Headliner

PHOTO JULIA JONES
Students enjoy last year’s orientation concert at Loyola. 
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JULIA WOLFE
@JURUWOLFE

Like 45,000 others, the 26 
Concordia students charged by the
university for their actions during
the strikes head back to class
Wednesday. They just have no idea
for how long. 

Despite being charged months
ago, all 26 have yet to hear from the
university regarding their trial. 

They do not know which actions
specifically they are being charged
for—meaning they have no idea
what their chances are of being
found not guilty, nor whether they
committed the infractions they
stand accused of. 

They have no evidence and no
date. There is no word on who will
make up the tribunal that will judge
them and precious little support
from their union. 

It’s no wonder, then, that they’re
feeling a little overwhelmed. 

“It’s starting to snowball,” 
said charged student and 
former Geography Undergraduate
Student Society VP Finance Trevor 
Smith. Since early June, he’s been
working with the others charged to
make a game plan. A task, he says,
that has not been easy, given the
circumstances. 

Walking Blind
For those charged, the most

frustrating aspect of the process has
been the lack of communication.
Since they were informed of the
charges, they’ve heard nothing. And
while that is perfectly within the
Code of Rights and Responsibilities,
it’s difficult to enjoy a summer
knowing a second envelope is com-
ing. 

With the start of the school year
upon them, they’re in an odd posi-
tion. Should they be found guilty,
possible sanctions range from small
fines up to expulsion. While it’s un-
likely that the students will be ex-
pelled for their actions, starting a
new year with that possibility hang-
ing over their degree is difficult at
best. 

“There is definitely a dark cloud
hanging over my head,” said Smith. 

So the students are doing their
best to plan. They’ve been working
primarily with the Concordia Stu-
dent Union’s Student Advocacy
Centre, trying their best to accom-
modate for all possible cases.  Of
course, most of their actions will
hinge on the kind of evidence being
presented against them. 

“A lot of us were not familiar
with the legal aspects of things,”
said Smith, noting however, that as

a group they did have one advan-
tage.  “There’s a diverse type of peo-
ple who have been charged; there
are a lot of people in different de-
partments. We’re drawing on our
critical analytics skills and finding
ways to move forward.” 

No Union to Speak Of
There’s little coming from the

student union, something President
Schubert Laforest said is no mis-
take. 

“At the beginning I felt the 
urge to go to the university and ask
them to drop the charges,” said
Laforest. “But that’s not my place. I
need [the charged students’] con-
sent first.” 

The CSU’s official stance—or
lack thereof—has raised some ques-
tions. Neither students nor the uni-
versity administration know
whether the executive plans to fight
the charges. Without a definite
press release, there are only a few
conflicting interviews to go on. 

After the initial charges were
laid, CSU VP Advocacy Lucia Gal-
lardo told The Link that she
planned to “go full out on social
media” to get in touch with the
charged students and work out a
collective plan. She asked students
to come to her office, and said she

would certainly be involved in the
group’s defense. 

But tactics have either changed
drastically since then, or the left
hand doesn’t know what the right is
doing. Laforest said that the stu-
dents will be relying on the “trained
advocates” from the Advocacy Cen-
tre, rather than on Gallardo. The
CSU executive, he said, is more in-
terested in consulting with the stu-
dents and then deciding on a
message to send the administra-
tion.

Like the students, Laforest said
he’s just trying to plan for every
possible outcome. When asked
about the CSU’s response should
the students be found guilty, how-
ever, Laforest paused. While calling
the charges “an injustice,” he said
he still was unsure if the CSU would
attempt to appeal any guilty ver-
dicts.  

At the end of the day, Laforest
thinks his message is very clear.
“It’s obvious that we really want
these [charges] to go away,” he said.
“It’s counter-productive to be
charging the students.” 

Making an Example
One way or another, the stu-

dents are definitely going to fight
the charges. Smith, for one, feels it’s

about more than the students
themselves. The school is making
an example with these charges, and
will inevitably be setting a prece-
dent.

“A lot of us that have been
charged have at some point held a
political position. It’s discrimina-
tion. That’s why we feel that we re-
ally need to defend ourselves,” he
said, adding, “In terms of our atti-
tude, we’re trying everything we can
to make this big in the next semes-
ter.”

Some of the students are faced
with what Smith refers to as “the
easy way out.” The charges may be
absolved, or at least a hearing
avoided, if the students apologize
for their actions. For those person-
ally invested in the strike, however,
this isn’t much of an option. An
apology, Smith says, would
“cheapen” the collective strike ac-
tion

“If we’re going to make this
community and this university a
better place, then we need to stand
up and say, ‘No, you can’t operate
like this,’” Smith said. “We have 
to operate with ethical principles,
with a basic understanding of trust
and empathy. It seems like univer-
sities in general are moving away
from that.”

WAITING IN LIMBO
Charged Students Left in Dark by Union, Admin

“There is
definitely a dark
cloud hanging
over my head,” 

— Trevor Smith

PHOTO CELIA STE CROIX
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GONE IN 60 SECONDS
Uniquely Montreal Short Film Fest M60 Makes Everyone a Filmmaker

ELYSHA DEL GIUSTO-ENOS
@ELYSHAENOS

Many big promises have been made under
a big moon in a night sky, but when a group
of friends were sitting on Mount Royal wait-
ing for an eclipse in 2008, the idea of a new
film festival actually stuck. 

The seven organizers of M60—The Mon-
treal 60 Second Film Festival—aren’t all film-
makers and neither are the people who
submit films. There are no prizes, no jurors,
no typical film-fest trappings, just three days
that give people the excuse to make and show
a movie. 

Every year, M60 comes up with a theme
and leaves the filmmakers to interpret it. This
year it’s “Faux Pas.”

“People interpret the theme in fairly differ-
ent ways,” said Michael Pedruski, a regular
M60 contributor. 

“It’s a challenge to make a film in one

minute because you have to get people into
the story and then get to a punchline at the
end very quickly. 

“I think in general the quality of the films
is incredible and just gets better every year. I
remember last year I felt quite nervous [show-
ing a film] because the quality was intimidat-
ing.” 

Pedruski is a biology student at McGill and
a versatile hobbyist animator. His M60 films
have ranged from from stop-motion to cel-
based work, and his contribution for the
“Faux Pas” edition of M60 is a hand-drawn
movie called “Maurice’s Mistake.” 

The filmmakers had one month following
the July 19 registration party to come up with
a movie built around the theme. The  format
convinces non-filmmakers to give it a try and
creates a challenge for seasoned professionals
to craft a narrative in under a minute. 

“What we’ve found is that we get very dif-
ferent interpretations on the themes that

we’ve had from the English and French side,”
said Douglas Hollingworth, one of M60’s
founders and organizers. 

“So this time around we thought, ‘Faux
Pas’ works for both. We’d like to see what
everyone comes up with, and it’s a fun theme.
We’re really trying to emphasize the fact that
we’re fully bilingual.” 

The festival has bounced around Mon-
treal, setting up in different venues every year.
Its inaugural edition was at La Sala Rossa in
2008, when the theme was “In a Montreal
Minute,” but it has since screened films at
Cinéma du Parc, the Rialto, and this year,
at Cinéma Excentris. 

Without any outside funding, the group of
organizers self-financed M60. 

“Fortunately the first year was very suc-
cessful,” Hollingworth said. “And every year
it’s been self-sustaining.  All the ticket and
DVD sales we have the previous year goes to
fund the next year. It’s not huge, but enough

to keep it going.” 
Hollingworth said the people who make

films are professionals, amateurs and people
who just want to try to make a movie for the
first time. He added that M60 can give people
a kind of “15 minutes of fame,” even if that’s
condensed into 60 seconds.

“The highlight and very worst experience
is watching your own piece,” Pedruski said. “I
always get incredibly nervous when I watch
my own films.”

Each film is screened three times during
the festival, and films are selected to be a part
of M60 on a first-come, first-served basis.
Over 80 films are going to be included in the
two-hour screenings.

The Montreal 60 Second Film Fest
at Cinéma Excentris (3536 St. Laurent
Blvd.) / Sept. 13 to Sept. 15 at 9:00 p.m.
/ Tickets $8.00 at the door or online /
For more info visit m60.ca.

PHOTO MALLORY BRIDGEMAN
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Thrift shopping tends to be, more
often than not, a needle-in-a-haystack
sort of situation.  

For every mint-condition vintage
frock, there are a hundred muumuus
peppered with worrisome stains and
scratched leather pumps with half-bro-
ken heels—and sorting though it all
sometimes requires more dedication
then it’s worth.  

Luckily, this week there’s someone
to do the dirty work for you. 

Vintage POP, a side project of POP
Montreal, takes hand picked designs
from the city’s most seasoned second-
hand shoppers. 

This edition will be focused on fall
wear, with eleven designers from
around the city selling their vintage
finds. 

Although the vendors usually oper-
ate under Etsy pages and web stores,
the sellers will now be taking their sec-
ond hand stock to the public. 

“I recently sent a tank top all the
way to India... That’s neat looking up
these rural addresses,” says Caitlin
Loney, the vendor behind Etsy shop
MeliMelo. 

“But on the other hand, it’s nice see-
ing the person who’s buying the clothes
and being able to see them be able to
try a bunch of different pieces on.”

Although it may still technically be
sandal season, the vendors have al-
ready found and altered pieces to work
with the upcoming fall weather. 

“Very wearable vintage,” says Loney
of her collection. 

“I’m really into patterns right now,
and putting a nice vintage floral or art

deco shirt with a pair of black jeans can
really look great.”

This year is the first time since Vin-
tage POP started that the event hasn’t
been hosted in Mile End. Instead, this
year it will be occupying a storefront in
the McGill ghetto. 

Although Tessa Smith, director of
Puces POP, admits that this year’s loca-
tion wasn’t necessarily planned, it will
be the perfect place anyway. 

“It’s going to be aimed at the back-
to-school shopping crowd; for the first
time we’re doing it in the McGill
ghetto,” said Smith.  “So it will be nice
to be coming to a new neighbourhood
and connecting more with the stu-
dents.”  

Not only is Vintage POP changing
location, but this year will also be the
biggest sale yet. Eleven vendors will be
setting up shop in the Prince-Arthur St.
W. storefront, some who have worked
at the festival before as well as some
newcomers. 

“There’s no competition or anything
like that, it’s definitely a fun atmos-
phere” says Loney. “Part of the fun of
setting up is hanging out with the peo-
ple there, checking out their stock. It’s
fun to sort of geek out and look at each
others vintage lot.”

Among the eleven vendors are Etsy
sellers Cheap Opulence, New Wave Na-
tives, Young Captive and Soubrette. 

To see who’s selling what, and to
check out their online stock, go to 
popmontreal.com for the full listing of
vendors. 

Vintage POP / 19 Prince-
Arthur St. W. / Sept. 5 to Sept. 9/
Wednesday to Friday 12:00 p.m.
to 8:00 p.m. / Saturday and Sun-
day 12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

EASY VINTAGE
No Musty Mazes to Navigate for Finds at Vintage POP

PHOTO SARAH WHIDDER

FRINGE CALENDAR
SEPT. 4 – 11

THEATRE

1. Easy Action
Montreal Improv
Sept. 6
(3713 St. Laurent Blvd., #202)
$8.00

MUSIC

2. Julie Doiron & The Wrong Guys 
Sept. 8
Il Motore (179 Jean-Talon St. W.)
$13.00 – $15.00

3. Holograms
Sept. 10
Casa Del Popolo (4873 St-Laurent
Blvd.)
Advance $9.00, door $12.00

VISUAL ART

4. Gallery X Opening Show
Sept. 10
Gallery X (1395 René-Lévesque
Blvd. W. #229)

5. World Press Photo Exhibition
Sept. 7  to Sept. 30
(325 de la Commune St.)

6.   Art Tattoo Show 
Sept. 7 to Sept. 9 
The Gare Windsor (1160 de la
Gauchetière St. W.)

OTHER

7. Vintage POP
Clothing sale
Sept. 5 to Sept. 9
(19 Prince-Arthur St. W.)

4 5 6 7 8 9

1

2

3

5

6

7

4

10 11



THE ORIENTATION ISSUETHE ORIENTATION ISSUE



Caffeine—a student’s lifeblood and
general cure for every ailment.  Those
downtown have a plethora of options—
but at Loyola, not so much. Most of the
cafés listed are within a block or two of
Sherbrooke St.

Caffè Art Java (837 Mont-Royal
Ave. E. / 645 Président-Kennedy Ave. /
279 Ste. Catherine St. E.) – This was the
first coffee shop in Montreal that took
coffee seriously and added the artistry
that turned a cup of joe into a mini-
event. Is that a swan drawn into your
cappuccino foam? Yes it is. 

The first Art Java was on Mont-
Royal Ave., but they’ve since expanded
into the downtown area with two other
locations—and one in Laval.

Café Grande (6202 Sherbrooke St.
W.) – Because listing a Second Cup as
the only thing available to students at
Loyola is too demoralizing, there are in
fact a few options west of Cavendish that
are worth the walk. Grande has good
food and good coffee. Plus, they have a
nice little terrace set up. It makes for a
quiet NDG afternoon.

Café Myriade (1432 Mackay St.) –
Is not knowing anything about siphon
coffee a character flaw? Maybe not, but
why risk it? One of the best cafés in
Canada is just across from the Concor-

dia bike racks on Mackay St. 
All the coffee is great and their

unique brewing methods are worth the
extra wait time if you have it. Plus, they
make pretty foam designs on their
lattes. 

Café Névé (151 Rachel St. E.) – This
is a little coffee oasis in the desperately
underserved area between des Pins and
Mont-Royal Ave—with an unfortunate
emphasis on the word “little.” This café
is packed like Sunday mass for java
lovers, and in the student- and artist-
heavy Plateau neighbourhood, every
day is Sunday. 

Not only is this little resto comfort-
able for solo workers and chatting
friends, it’s also one of the few coffee
shops in Montreal that appreciates the
wonders of Chicago’s Metropolis Coffee
Company. Considering how far some
high-quality coffee has to travel, getting
it from Chicago practically makes it
local. Do your part.

Café Olimpico (124 St. Viateur. St.
W.) – If coffee for you is as much about
image as the actual taste and price, then
consider becoming a regular at
Olimpico. Win Butler, lead singer of the
Arcade Fire, is reportedly a regular at
the Mile End coffee haven. Isn’t that
enough of an endorsement? 

Kafein (1429 Bishop St.) – Once
upon a time, this café was the place with
the bar in the basement, the cool art-
work from a local artist on the walls and
the amazing, retro ashtrays. 

Today, it’s gotten classy. They’ve
gone artisanal and organic with their
food and the atmosphere has been taken
up a few notches with renovations. It’s
still a great place right next to the uni-
versity to get a coffee and snack, and
their bar has student-friendly specials.

Pikolo (3418B Parc Ave.) – Just
above Sherbrooke St., this little café
gives students in the McGill ghetto
something to leave a marathon study
session for. Barely a year old, word has
spread about the coffee and it’s become
a neighborhood hotspot. And student-
friendly free wifi doesn’t hurt, either.

The Knife (4627 St. Denis St.) –
Welcome to the café of the future. For-
get comfy couches and wood-tones –
this is concrete floors and a design so
simple it could be called “inhabitable-
warehouse chic.” 

According to a friend, this is what the
Starbucks in Asia look like. The era of
lounge-type coffee shops with giant
bowls of watery caffeine is out. High-
quality coffee that’s been expertly made
is in.

Coffee -elysha del giusto-enos

in
tr
o Welcome to The Link’s Orientation Spe-

cial Insert. In it, you’ll follow the story of
Linh, Martin and Craig, three Concordia
students who met online just before mov-
ing to Montreal. Though they all come from
very different places and have very differ-
ent dreams, they bonded over their excite-
ment for a new beginning at Concordia. 

Linh is the leader type, a second-gen-
eration Canadian of Vietnamese decent
from British Columbia. She’s studying
chemistry, taking most of her classes at
Loyola.

Martin is a laid-back Québécois stu-

dent from the province’s capital. He puts
on a goofy exterior, but is a seriously ambi-
tious student, pursuing a degree in busi-
ness and commerce at the John Molson
School of Business. 

Craig is from Chicago and came here
for the culture and legendary partying
Montreal is known for. He’s a political sci-
ence major, and a calm, insightful and
open-minded American, always critical of
the information he receives. 

Follow the trio’s story as they arrive in
Montreal, and begin to discover what this
crazy city has to offer. 
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Financial Aid:
The Financial Aid and Awards office in room GM-

220 of the GM Building is the place to figure out how to
get money out of various governments and generous phi-
lanthropists. 

Loans, bursaries and scholarships for undergrads—
as well as another office at 2145 Mackay St. for graduate
students—can help you sift through the bureaucracy. 

They also have a work-study program for
students in financial need that
blocks off certain on-campus
jobs exclusively for
students who qual-
ify. Other services
include emer-
gency loans, tu-
ition deferral
and a book-
store line of
credit.

Gyms: 
Le Gym downtown and Le Centre at Loyola campus

meet all your muscle-building needs. Le Gym has dozens
of fitness classes in martial arts, cardio and spinning. 

They also have a sign-up for team sports and a general
conditioning area. The only caveat is that the classes fill up
very quickly and the online schedule isn’t always updated
before they fill up, go to Le Gym in the first week of classes
and be prepared to make a quick decision. 

Le Centre at Loyola is much less crowded than Le
Gym, however, and focuses on fancy equipment, if you’re
willing to make the trip. 

Health Services and Counselling and Development: 
Not that 20-somethings aren’t invincible and don’t have it all fig-

ured out (obviously), but having doctors and psychologists available
when you need them is a godsend. 

There are walk-in clinics and appointment times on both campuses,
and on the development side, there are workshops, like smoking cessa-
tion, and trained counselors who can help you through those heart-
breaks. Check out www-health.concordia.ca (yes, that’s a dash, not a
dot) and cdev.concordia.ca for more info. 

HoJo: 
Run by the Concordia Student Union, the Off-

Campus Housing and Job Bank has its office on the
second floor of the Hall Building. Its website
(hojo.csu.qc.ca) is a great place to look for apartments,
roommates and jobs. 

The actual office is where students can go and get
advice on things like employee and tenant rights (which
in Quebec are numerous) and with help with things like
landlord disputes.

Le Frigo Vert: 
This is a food

co-op that all under-
grads are already
members of. It’s run
by volunteers and
sells really cheap
pre-made food, veg-
gies, and various en
vrac items. It’s on
Mackay St. across
from the Hall 
building.

Student Media: 
That’s us—The Link news-

paper! It’s also CJLO, the radio
station on Loyola campus,
CUTV, the television station on
Mackay St. and The Concordian,
the student newspaper based out
of Loyola. 

We’re all open to new con-
tributors and members. Espe-
cially at the beginning of the
school year, the student media
outlets offer workshops, orienta-
tion sessions and schmoozers.

People’s Potato & Loyola Lunch-

eon: 
Free food. Yummy, hot, vegan-friendly

food every lunch hour. There can be quite a
lineup, particularly at the downtown cam-
pus, but considering what the typical student
diet looks like, it’s worth it for a welcomed
break from powdered soups and KD. Did we
mention it’s free? 

The Potato is open Monday to Friday
from 12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. (or until the
food runs out) on the seventh floor of the
Hall Building; the Loyola Luncheon is at The
Hive, on the third floor of the SC Building.
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Right to Move: 
This drop-in repair shop has

volunteers that will guide you on
how to fix your bike. They also
have workshops in English and
French.

Reggie’s Bar: 
The bar in the Hall Building is easy to

miss, tucked around the corner from the
second-floor mezzanine. Avoid looking
inside during daylight hours, but at night,
this place can be a lot of fun. The drinks
are so cheap you’ll wonder if the bar-
tender even put booze in. It’s a great place
to start a night of barhopping or meet up
with classmates.

Travel Cuts: 
Travel Cuts is a discount

travel operator on the second
floor of the Hall Building with
some pretty great flight and pack-
age deals. They have a lot of stu-
dent-friendly tours and also
coordinate with BUNAC for work-
ing holiday-maker visas. 

Students who want to live
and work abroad can also get all
the information they need here, as
well as help cutting through all the
red tape of getting foreign visas.



New to Concordia? Got an insatiable
passion for sports? You’ve come to the right
place.

Around here, we bleed Maroon & Gold,
and the Stingers are king. The start of
school signifies the start of promising sea-
sons for the men and women’s soccer and
rugby teams on the Loyola campus fields,
as well as the first pitch of the baseball sea-
son at Trudeau Park in Côte St. Luc. 

Last but not least, we can’t forget the al-
ways much-anticipated start to the Stingers
football season, with players and coaches
alike setting the bar high in what they hope
will be a successful season. 

If you can only get to one game, make
sure to catch the football homecoming
game Sept. 28 against the Université de
Montréal for one of the most electric atmos-
pheres you can find at a school sporting
event. 

Those of you with a more refined sport-
ing taste might be more inclined to check
out the cross-country and golf clubs, which
also participate in the fall.

What to do, though, when the snow
starts falling, signifying the start of yet an-
other dreaded Montreal winter, and the fall
sports teams ride off into the sunset after
(hopefully) successful seasons?

If you were actually worried, I am wor-
ried for you. This is, after all, the mecca of
the hockey universe. So of course, here at
Concordia, we spend game nights in the Ed
Meagher Arena, faces painted, drums blast-
ing, voices hoarse, cheering on the men’s
and women’s teams. 

Of course, you might be a lover of bas-
ketball, or a wrestling aficionado, or a dare-
devil skier—good news if you are, because
we’ve got all of that, too. Keep an eye out for
basketball stars Kyle Desmarais and Kaylah
Barrett and London Olympic wrestler
David Tremblay.

You can find all your Stingers news, stats
and schedules at stingers.ca.

Maybe though, you might not consider
yourself just another fan. You’re passionate.
You’re enthusiastic. You’re wild—and of
course, you have team spirit. If you’re any
of those things, you need to check out the
Concordia SWARM (that’s Students With
Athletes Representing MaroonN’Gold). 

Founder Emran Ghasemi is still spear-
heading the new group, focused on bridging
the gap between students and the school’s
many athletes, while also bringing the party
to Stingers games. They can be found at
their Facebook page, facebook.com/con-
cordiaswarm.

There are some of you, though, that I
know are looking for something more.
Something more fulfilling and self-ori-
ented, because some of you aren’t bleacher
kings and queens—some of you are game-
warriors. 

You want to strap on the helmet, step
into those cleats or step onto a fresh sheet
of ice and be the difference-maker in a big
game. Unfortunately, your talent level
might not be up to par with the athletes on
the varsity teams. Not to worry! Campus
Recreation has got your back. 

The intramural leagues give recreational
athletes a chance to stay active, meet new
people, and hone their skills in a more re-
laxed environment. You name the sport—
you can play it at Concordia and have a lot
of fun doing it, too. 

Sports leagues include basketball, ball
hockey, ice hockey, roller hockey, indoor
soccer either in a gym or in the Stinger
Dome, outdoor soccer, lacrosse (anyone can
join, but there are tryouts and league
games), ultimate Frisbee, badminton, ten-
nis and volleyball. 

There’s always something to keep you
busy, fit and active throughout the entire
year. 

Almost all the leagues have several levels

of competition, so you can join a recre-
ational level if it’s your first time playing
hockey, or you can sign up for the compet-
itive soccer league and finally prove to your
friends that in fact, yes, you are the second
coming of Lionel Messi.

If you’re more into the traditional man-
ner of getting fit, like going to the gym or
doing specific workout classes, Concordia
can handle those needs as well. 

We have two state-of-the-art fitness cen-
ters (one on each campus), with good mem-
bership prices for students, while also
offering personal trainers as well as a vari-
ety of classes including aerobics, spinning,
dance, Pilates, yoga and 10 different martial
arts disciplines to choose from.

The intramural league signups are
around the corner (some have already
started, in fact) so hurry over to
athletics.concordia.ca/campus for all your
on-campus recreation information.

You have now been briefed on Concor-
dia University’s vast sporting landscape.
Now it’s time to build your legacy. Will you
be the mascot of the future? Perennial
bleacher champion? Or will you be remem-
bered as a house-league legend? It’s 
time for you to write your own Concordia
sports story.

Sports
-andrew maggio
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Art Spots
Downtown

Often overwhelmingly glossy
and catering to the tourist dollar,
the downtown core isn’t super
friendly to indie art lovers. There is
hope, though–namely, in Concor-
dia itself. 

The D.B. Clark Theatre (1455 de
Maisonneuve Blvd. W.) in the base-
ment of the Hall Building is a beau-
tiful space that hosts shows by
Concordia students and independ-
ent theatre companies. 

The FOFA Gallery (1515 Ste.
Catherine St. W.) in the EV Build-
ing shows off work by the Concor-
dia community, and the range of
disciplines displayed is extreme.

Skipping the downtown core,
the fringe arts pick up again around
St-Laurent Metro. The space out-
side the metro itself has been taken
over by numerous art installations
and events – during Nuit Blanche
last winter, a “talking forest” sprang
up.

Below Ste. Catherine St., it gets
sketchy fast, but there are three
great venues that are worth braving
the shifty streets. First is Café
Cleopatre (1230 St. Laurent Blvd.),
a strip club that has been in busi-
ness for eons and rents out its sec-
ond floor for edgy and inventive
performances. 

Next, there is the incredible So-

ciété des arts technologiques (1201
St. Laurent Blvd.) which focuses on
electronic music and DJs, but also
hosts foodie events, and shows like
electric opera. 

Across from the SAT is the Mon-
ument nationale (1182 St. Laurent
Blvd.), the performance space for
the National Theatre School, and its
season is a mix of student perform-
ances and local companies.    

Further east is Theatre Ste.
Catherine (264 Ste. Catherine St.
E.). This little theatre, nestled be-
tween discount stores and strip
clubs, has a variety of locally written
and produced shows as well as
music and comedy nights.

Plateau

Above Sherbrooke St. and be-
tween Parc Ave. and St. Denis St.,
the Plateau neighbourhood is an
arts go-to. 

Cinéma du Parc (3575 Parc
Ave.) inhabits a kind of no-man’s
land closer to the McGill ghetto
but earns a mention here for its se-
lection of film festivals, foreign
award winners, and old favourites.
Although the main movie theatres
have been leaning towards a

repertory-house slant as of late, du
Parc is still unmatched.

At the lower end of the Plateau
(otherwise called “the gross area”
due to its high concentration of
pretentious clubs) is the innocu-
ous Montreal Improv (3713 St.
Laurent Blvd., #202). Anyone can
sign up for improv comedy classes,
and it hosts local and travelling
improv comedy shows.

Mainline Theatre (3997 St.
Laurent Blvd.) is a few blocks fur-

ther up, just below Duluth Ave.
and in it you’ll find young theatre
companies and one-off events like
strip spelling bees and slow-dance
nights.

Getting closer to Mont-Royal
Ave., the Freestanding Room
(4324 St. Laurent Blvd., third
floor) is a performance space
owned by a group of artists. A lot
of the shows are new scripts being
workshopped or events that sup-
port the indie theatre community.

Mile End

Anything above Mont-Royal Ave. is
considered Mile End. 

Cagibi (5490 Boulevard Saint-Lau-
rent) looks like a retro living room on the
corner of St. Laurent Blvd. and St. Viateur
St. They serve vegetarian food in the front
and have bands and shows in the small
room at the back. 

Further up, The Royal Phoenix (5788
St. Laurent Blvd.) is at the edge of Mile
End, just before the tracks. It’s the official
hangout of the Montreal Roller Derby
League (read: queer-friendly) and every
night there’s something going on—bingo,
karaoke, or a good, honest ‘80s night.

Over on Parc Ave., the Rialto Theatre
(5723 Parc Ave.) hosts mainly retro-in-
spired fare. The Rocky Horror Picture
Show crowd loves the old-fashioned
glamour of the venue, but so do opera,
tango dance nights, and POP Montreal.

Cabaret du Mile End (5240 Parc Ave.)
is another Parc Ave. establishment that
gives a stage to local acts. It’s mostly
music, but the Cabaret also hosts comedy
and performance. 

-elysha del giusto-enos

Here’s a guide to get you out of the the tourist-infested main streets and soaking up the culture like a born
and bred Montrealer. Keep an eye on our Fringe Arts section throughout the year for info on off-the-grid ven-
ues and events.
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Labour Disputes 

Present: Eleven unions are currently in
negotiations with the university, and
many agree they are not going well. Con-
cordia University Part-Time Faculty Asso-
ciation President Maria Peluso has
negotiated with the school before on be-
half of part-time professors and must do
so again, a task that she cannot be looking
forward to. 

“It’s not, ‘Okay, what is it the library
workers want, and what do the mainte-
nance workers want, and what do I
want?’” Peluso told The Link in March. “I
can give you a list—we can all give you a
list—but there’s something fundamentally
wrong with how Concordia handles labour
relations.” 

Before that: Much like today’s union
leaders, past negotiators have cited a dis-
tinct issue unique to Concordia’s treat-
ment of its workers. In January 1991,
boiler workers threatened to strike after
going several years without a contract. 

“There’s been no respect for the em-
ployees here,” said then-boiler room me-
chanic Claude Boisvert. His words were
echoed almost verbatim last year by Eddie
Ginocchi, vice-president of the United
Steel Workers Local 9538, who are still
working without a contract. 

—with files from Laura Beeston,
Justin Giovannetti and Riley Sparks

ConU History
-julia wolfe

Welcome to Concordia, the school your parents probably tried to convince you out of. Not because our programs aren’t strong (they are) or
because we’re short on resources (we’re not), but because a lot of our recent press has been, well, damaging. 
From our rabble-rousing activists to the admin that can’t stop spending, it seems like a school without much stability. But don’t think
you’re part of the first class to experience chaos—you’re not.  Here at ConU, history is cyclical, and not always simple.

Occupations

Present: Last year, fine arts students oc-
cupied then-interim president Frederick
Lowy’s office after failing to meet quorum at
a strike vote. The president came and spoke
to the students, doing his best to answer
their questions. Some students, however,
were frustrated by Lowy’s seeming lack of
knowledge on the numbers behind the Lib-
eral government’s proposed tuition in-
creases.

1969 Computer Riot: Five years before
Sir George Williams and Loyola College
merged into one school, several West Indian
students ignited the largest occupation in
Canadian University history when they ac-
cused a professor of systematic racism.

The Georgian, The Link’s predecessor,
gave full control of the paper to the students
for one issue. Their issue, nicknamed ‘The
Black Georgian’ for its all-black cover, hit
stands on Jan. 28, 1969 and covered their
frustration with the school, while also men-
tioning the Computer Centre as a security
weak point. Outrage from Concordia en-
sued, and the student council fired then-Ed-
itor-in-Chief David Bowman.

Although an (all-white) jury found Pro-
fessor Perry Anderson not guilty, the stu-
dents remained unsatisfied. Several
students occupied the school’s Computer
Centre, and in 13 days caused $3 million in
damages and destroyed over 30 years of
archives. An entire computer was thrown
(no small feat in ‘69) from the window of the
Hall Building, and, all told, 97 students were
arrested.

The incident’s effects manifest them-
selves most notably in our Official Code of
Rights and Responsibilities, but the Hall
Building’s windows have also been hermet-
ically sealed ever since.

Protests

Present: Look to your right to read about
a year of tumultuous student unrest. In
many ways, these protests were historic and
unprecedented. But they certainly weren’t
unique. 

1987 Day of Action: Students in Quebec
are known for their long, ongoing fight for
accessible education. What’s less well-
known, however, is that the administration
isn’t always on the side of the province. 

On Nov. 17, 1987, rector Patrick Kenniff,
student association co-president Maxine
Clarke and a small group of others met with
Higher Education and Science Minister
Claude Ryan to discuss tuition increases
over increased support from the Ministère
de l’éducation, du loisir et du sport. 

They brought 10,000 letters of support
with them while hundreds of others
protested outside. While Ryan ignored the
demands, Concordia’s funding was eventu-
ally increased drastically and tuition was
frozen. 

2002, The Netanyahu Riot: In 2002,
then-former (now current) controversial Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
came to speak at ConU.

His visit, which involved screening audi-
ence members and no Q&A period, brought
out an estimated 2,000 protesters. The
protests quickly escalated and riot police
were called in. When the tear gas in the
mezzanine cleared, windows had been
smashed and several students arrested.
Twelve students were suspended while oth-
ers were later expelled by then-rector Lowy.

You can watch the National 
Film Board of Canada’s documentary about
the event, called Discordia, at
nfb.ca/film/Discordia. This Sunday will
mark the 10-year anniversary of the protest.

Governance Crisis

Present: If you’ve been at Concordia
a few years, you’ve seen your fair share
of administrative shake-ups. Former
president Judith Woodsworth allegedly
resigned with over $700,000 in hand in
late December 2011. 

This year, we have a new Board of
Governors chair (Norman Hebert, Jr.)
after former chair Peter Kruyt stayed
twice as long as his term limit allowed.
And last year’s provost David Graham is
now Senior Advisor on International
Strategy rather than running for a fifth
term. 

Before that: Woodsworth wasn’t the
first president to fly the coop by way of
the infamous “golden parachute.” Her
predecessor, Claude Lajeunesse, left
with $1.3 million only midway through
his term. 

Since 2005, the school has lost five
VPs, and since 2000, ConU has report-
edly paid out $10 million in settlements
to upper administration (not counting
the money given to Woodsworth and La-
jeunesse).  
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Welcome, comrades.
Whether you like it or not, you are now an official

card-carrying member of the Quebec student move-
ment. If you’re from outside Quebec, your friends
and family might never understand you again. 

If you’re not sure what any of that just meant, it’s
about time for a quick debriefing. 

Though you may not have invested (and in some
cases, lost) a semester and a half of your studies, and
you may not feel a personal connection to what is
happening in Quebec, depending on what goes down
in the next week or two, you may inevitably be forced
to confront this situation head-on. 

This time last year, there were rumblings of the
possibility of a large-scale student strike in defiance
of the threat of rising tuition fees in Quebec. 

That rumbling culminated towards a historical
Day of Action on Nov. 10 that saw tens of thousands
of students from around Quebec march through the
streets of Montreal in a display of solidarity against
Premier Jean Charest, his Liberal government and
their proposed tuition hike of $1,625 over five years.

Of course, it didn’t end there. 
By January, things were becoming very serious,

and by February over 30,000 students from univer-
sities and CEGEPs across Quebec voted to go on
strike. In the following months, that number would
more than triple.

Le Printemps Erable

By mid-March, general assemblies were being
held across the province as students voted on
whether or not to continue the strike. Campuses 
became politicized and polarized by the contentious
issue.

By April, daily protests and strike actions had
taken over the majority of university campuses 
and CEGEPs across the city. Over 180,000 students
were on strike and making damn sure that everyone
knew it. 

The following months saw an unprecedented tu-

mult tear through the province as nightly demonstra-
tions began to tear through Montreal, riots took place
in previously quiet small towns, the Minister of 
Education resigned and discussions between the
provincial government and student associations
broke down.

The tension finally came to a head on May 17
when the Charest government adopted emergency
legislation known now as Law 12 that suspended the
semesters of several CEGEPs and universities that
were on strike, while imposing strict rules and regu-
lations that cracked down on protesting.  

Law 12, at the time called Bill 78, was deemed un-
constitutional and opposed by several prominent
groups, including the Quebec Bar Association. In
many ways, the new law changed the face of the
protests, making them not only a student issue con-
cerned with rising tuition, but about overall social
justice in a province angered by its government and
largely ready for change. 

What began as a provincial issue blew up with im-
plementation of the controversial new law, and the
movement in Quebec was catapulted into national
and international headlines. Scenes of violence and
tension in the streets of Montreal were broadcast
across the world.

As the summer months passed and large numbers
of students left the province, daily protests gradually
came to a halt and were replaced by the grosse manif
on the 22nd day of every month. 

In recent weeks, CEGEPs in Montreal have unan-
imously voted to halt the strike—at least until this
election is over with and a new government has an
opportunity to confront the issue. 

That said, many university associations remain on
strike, and the possibility of continued strike actions
still looms.

As a new student here in Montreal, your best bet
is to stay as informed as possible in the coming
weeks. Whether you agree with what is happening in
Quebec or not, you’re a part of this.

Strike 101
-corey pool
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1. The best way to get around central
Montreal is definitely on two wheels. From
the Mile End to the Quartier des Spectacles
to Westmount and Notre Dame de Grâce,
you’ll be zooming around to the envy of
backed-up motorists, even if you don’t own
your own bike. 

2. For short commutes, Bixi is perfect.
With a credit card, you can rent one of
these super durable (but heavy) bikes at
$5.00 for a half hour. And with member-

ships at $30/month or $80/year, it’s
cheap—and you won’t have to worry about
bike thieves. 

3. For the cross-campus commute,
ConU offers a free shuttle. Make sure you
give yourself extra time, though, because it
can fill up quickly, especially during the
morning rush. It takes about 20 minutes,
but budget a good half hour if you need to
be on time for something. 

4. If you’re one of the unlucky few at the
end of the line for a full shuttle, it’s time to
saddle up with the Société de transport de
Montréal. A $3.00 STM ticket will get you

to Loyola. Just grab the Green line metro to
Lionel-Groulx, and switch to the Orange
line going towards Cote-Vertu. Get off at
Vendôme, the closest metro to Loyola.
From there, you can grab the 105 Sher-
brooke bus for the rest of the trip. 

5. If you’re making the trek often, you
may want to invest in an OPUS card. It’s
super affordable for students, working out
to $43.75/month for unlimited bus and
metro access. Just make sure you register
for a student card by going to stm.info. 

You’ll need to print out the OPUS card
form, get it stamped at the Birks Student

Service Centre in the McConnell Building
(LB 185) and go get your photo taken at ei-
ther Concordia or at McGill Metro. 

Otherwise, you’ll end up having to pay
regular fare, and if you’re taking public
transportation at least once every two days,
the student OPUS will be both cheaper and
less of a hassle. 

Transportation -colin harris
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Schubert Laforest, 

CSU President

Perhaps the polar opposite of last year’s CSU
president, Lex Gill, Laforest slipped into the top job
by a margin of only 28 votes. 

Judging by his slate’s failure to advocate on behalf
of the 26 students charged by ConU for disrupting
classes during student protests, and the fact that the
artist playing the Orientation Week concert has yet
to be announced, students might find themselves
frustratingly under-represented this year.  

Laforest and his fellow execs are slated to make in
the neighbourhood of $25,000 each this year to de-
fend the rights of undergraduates and to keep ConU
admin clean. At this rate, it’s going to be a long year. 

David Graham, Senior Advisor to the

President on International Strategy

In a move that was unaccompanied by any fanfare
(or an announcement of any kind) the former ConU
provost, David Graham, apparated into the bafflingly
vague position of Senior Advisor to the President on
International Strategy after his first five-year term. 

Particularly adroit in the workings of the Twitter-
verse, Graham was eager to engage with students.
And he has a mustache that would make Tom Selleck
weep. For the time being, Lisa Ostiguy, former in-
terim vice-provost, will hold the position that over-
sees all academic affairs. 

Chris Mota , Director of Media Relations

Infuriatingly good at her job, Chris Mota is the
voice of the university. 

She is the one you will see quoted when the ad-
ministration does something like deciding to give
golden severance parachutes to allegedly swindling
presidents, or has to pay $2 million to the Quebec
government for handing out said parachutes like
condoms at frosh. 

She’s a general smoother-over of awkward situa-
tions—and one of the nicest people at this university. 

-hilary sinclair

Alan Shepard, President

Newly appointed ConU President Alan Shepard
has become the shiny beacon of hope for an institu-
tion that has been tarnished by administrative mis-
management and sneaky deals as of late. 

Predicted to lead the Concordia flock to greener
pastures, Shepard comes with glowing recommen-
dations from Ryerson University where he served as
provost for five years. A farm boy from the American
Midwest, Shepard’s background is a far cry from the
man he’s replacing, former interim president Fred-
erick Lowy, whose past is peppered with incredible
tales—like his ties to C.I.A.-backed LSD trials in the
‘50s. 

Norman Hébert, Jr., BoG Chair

The Board of Governors, Concordia’s highest gov-
erning body, has a new chair. 

Norman Hébert, Jr., CEO of automobile dealer
Groupe Park Avenue Inc., second-term chairman of
the Société des alcools du Québec, and a former
board director at Hydro-Québec, Hébert Jr. some-
how seems less like Voldemort’s slightly more hir-
sute cousin than former chair Peter Kruyt did. 

The BoG, which is inhabited by mostly unsavory
characters whose day jobs involve selling asbestos
and defense contracting, by and large look upon stu-
dents as wretched underlings, and cut student rep-
resentation to only one voting member in a
membership shuffle last year. 

In any case, it’ll be interesting to see what sort of
atmosphere Hébert brings to the room this year.

Andrew Woodall, Dean of Students

This man is the dreamboat of pro-student admin-
istrators. There for all your space-booking, funding-
securing and tutor-finding needs, he’s the bee’s
knees when it comes to treating students like hu-
mans and not like rubber-band banks. 

The Link highly recommends a visit to Woodall if
all your faith in the upper echelons of Concordia had
been unceremoniously stomped upon. 

The cacophony of voices that lord over Concordia can dull the senses of even the keenest observer. With a turnover rate to rival that of the 24-
hour McDonald’s at the corner of Mackay St. and Ste. Catherine St. W., keeping track of who’s doing what at this university can be daunting.
Here is a list of people who will most likely be running the show for the 2012-2013 academic year:

Who is Who at ConU
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Spaces
-julia wolfe

Welcome to Concordia, one of the largest
universities in North America. We’re a
school, as new president Alan Shepard

boasts, that doesn’t hide behind ivy-covered walls,
which also means that we’re a bit scattered. 

Spread over two campuses and conquering most
of downtown Montreal, it’s easy to go your entire
degree only seeing a fraction of the space. But here
are six spots on campus that you should check out
at least once. 

Loyola Farm

One of the coolest parts of Loyola
is also the easiest to miss. Head be-
hind Hingston Hall to check out the
fresh fruits and veggies grown as part
of Concordia’s City Farm project. 

Like their partners on Mackay St.,
the people at Loyola Farm host hours
every week for volunteers looking to
get their hands dirty. Check out con-
cordialoyolacityfarm.wordpress.com
for up-to-date info on all of their 
projects. 

The Stinger Dome

When the snow starts to fall and you
question why anyone thought inhabiting
Canada was a good idea, it’s time to
check out the Stinger Dome. 

In the winter, all 10,412 square me-
ters of what it is now the practicet field
will be protected by a giant insulated
dome. For just $8.00 (credit or debit
only, and no hard spikes), Concordia
students can grab a bucket of golf balls
and make like it’s summer in Cape Cod.
However cold it is outside, inside it’s
“Fore!” degrees. 

Greenhouse

The Hall Building might be a total
disaster right now, but you wouldn’t
know that from the 13th floor. Head
all the way up to the top to find Con-
cordia’s greenhouse. 

Our own mini-Biodome, the green-
house is home to some incredible
plants, as well as some of the nicest
people you will ever meet. A great
place to study, you can even buy some
fresh sprouts to munch on while you
work. 

The Link Office

But of course, the best space on campus is one floor down, in H-
649. Come by The Link’s office any Friday at 4:00 p.m., where we
host speakers, workshops and general meet and greets. We’re always
looking for new members of the team, so come by if you’re interested
in contributing in any way. 
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11th Floor of the EV

Another great study spot, the 11th
floor of the EV Building sports giant
glass windows that look out over all of
the island. The school occasionally
hosts fancy soirees on the rooftop ter-
race, so it’s worth wandering up in
there in nice clothes occasionally. If
you’re lucky and able to blend in,
you’ll get to enjoy one of the finest
views the city has to offer.

CSU Swap Shop

Assuming, perhaps, that one student’s
trash is another student’s only partially-used
philosophy textbook, last year’s Concordia
Student Union had an idea that was pretty
good on conception. 

The Swap Shop, located on the Hall Build-
ing’s seventh floor, offers anyone the chance

to rummage through their fellows’ unneeded
stuff in search of something they might actu-
ally want or need. 

At the moment, the options are a bit lack-
luster, but every now and then something ac-
tually useful (like a mostly functional espresso
maker) pops up. Don’t lose heart if it takes a
few tries to find something you decide to keep. 



-alex manley

Choosing classes is, let’s be a
honest, a bit of a cluster-fuck. It’s
like picking a movie, except the
movie lasts three months, gives
you homework, costs at least
$200 and you might fail. Point is,
there are too many choices, and
the difference between a really
good and really bad choice is
enormous, and not always obvi-
ous. 

Take heed of the following
pearls of wisdom from a class-
choosing veteran: 

1) Pay on Time

Pay your damn tuition on
time. And by on time, I don’t
mean by the deadline like a
goody-two shoes—I mean before
you can register in April. 

If you fall behind money-wise,
you don’t get to register until
you’ve paid, which means all the
good courses will be gone in a
week. Do what you have to do—
beg, borrow or steal (from your
parents), but pay in time to regis-
ter. 

Organize your life around get-
ting that tuition. Of course, if
worst comes to worst... 

2) Find the BOSS

Is the course of your dreams
full? Find out who the head of the
department offering the course
is. Then email them with prom-
ises of flowers, chocolates and
foot-rubs (or, just be polite) and
ask if it’s possible to get in. 

This is the big secret that only
cool kids know: full doesn’t mean
full-full. It just means full to

dweebs. If you’re on a first-name
basis with your department head,
the doors of full classes can open
for you instantaneously. 

And if they don’t, these saintly
people can at least let you know if
anyone drops, which is a lot eas-
ier than pathetically refreshing
your MyConcordia page like
Jesse Eisenberg at the end of The
Social Network. The English de-
partment head got me into four
or five courses, and I pray to her
like a saint every night before
bed. 

Of course, the best courses I
got into without any help from
the Gods. Because I took the time
to...

3) Search

Concordia offers some great
courses a little off the beaten
track. Consider the classes in the
upper reaches of the fine arts list-
ings that are specifically for non-
fine arts students. Recent years
have featured classes on The Bea-
tles, hip hop, 20th-century fash-
ion, film animation and so forth. 

Yes, the course calendar is like
anything in life: You have to wade
through the crap to get the good
stuff. But there’s good stuff
buried in there, and the diligent
searcher will be rewarded. 

Budget at least a few hours
when you’re signing up for
classes to really examine the
listings. Don’t just
stick to your major,
minor or the times-

lot you think you want. There are
lots of interesting courses out
there, and it can be a great expe-
rience to step outside your com-
fort zone. 

Maybe it’s finally time to learn
a new language! Maybe you could
bone up on the history of the
Roman empire. Maybe you want
a drawing class because, hey—
charcoal sketches and nude mod-
els. 

Choosing good classes isn’t
just about daring to dream,
though. You also have to...

4) Be Realistic

This one may sound dumb,
but it’s vital. Be realistic—and by
realistic, I mean pessimistic—
when it comes to choosing
classes. 

Thinking of taking on that
three-hour 8:15 a.m. film class on
a Friday? How motivated will you
be come mid-October to drag
your sorry ass out of bed at 6:45
to watch ‘60s new wave?

Same principle applies for
profs who promise a test every
single lecture (cough, that class
on Ulysses), or to how many
classes you take per semester.
Some people can do five. Some
can do four. If your life is extra-
curricular-heavy, there’s no
shame in part-time. 

A nice three-class semester
occasionally can mean the differ-

ence between a GPA
your parents brag
about and a GPA

your parents nag about. And it’ll
work out fine if you...

5) Take Summer Courses

For the love of God, if you’re
in town over the break, take
summer courses. 

There are two summer se-
mesters, one that begins at the
end of April and runs until
mid-June and one that begins
in late June and runs until mid-
August. The summer listings
are a little (okay, a lot) more
threadbare than the Fall and
Winter semesters, but there are
still lots of interesting courses. 

For the price of just a few
hours a week, you can knock six
credits off every summer, free-
ing up precious time from your
schedule during the real school
year for sleep/social life/more
studying. 

Conveniently, a lot of sum-
mer classes are evening classes,
letting you keep up that sum-
mer job from 9:00-5:00. At
only two days a week, you
should be able to schedule
around evening shifts. Plus, 
if you’re only taking one class 
a semester, you’ll have lots 
of free time to do your home-
work and still get drunk on
terraces. 

Now, with these tips in
mind, go on out into the world,
and make with the choosing.
And may the God of Easy ‘A’s
watch over your choices and
guide you in your path. Amen. 

Groceries

P.A. (5029 Parc Ave.,

1420 du Fort Ave.) 

There’s a reason why this
store is usually packed—its
narrow aisles are full of low-
priced produce and gro-
ceries, with lots of tasty local
bread, cheese and pre-made
food. Be sure to check the re-
duced produce section too
for super-cheap stuff to use

in the next 48 hours.

Segal’s (4001 St. 

Laurent Blvd.)

Even if you’re not
in the Plateau, it’s worth
checking this place out.
You’ll find local, organic food
at dirt cheap prices. Bring
your own bags, and grab a
basket instead of a shopping
cart, ‘cause the congestion
inside matches Montreal
rush hour.

Atwater / Jean-Talon

Markets (Lionel-

Groulx Metro / Jean-

Talon Metro)

These farmers’ markets
offer a huge selection of pro-
duce, breads, meats and
cheeses. Take advantage of
the extended outdoor market
and the free fruit samples be-
fore it gets too cold! 

Provigo (1953 Ste.

Catherine St. W., 3421

du Parc Ave., 50 Mont

Royal Ave. W.)

If you have one nearby, 

it’s worth buying your milk 
and cheese here. Smaller 
grocery stores won’t have it for
as cheap, and the Ste. Cather-
ine St. location is open until
1:00 a.m. 

Le Frigo Vert (2130

Mackay St.)

Local, organic bulk food
and snacks at student-
friendly prices. And if you’re
a Concordia undergrad, you
get a discount. Bring your
own mug and enjoy $0.50
coffee!

-colin harris

Choosing Your Classes



Il Motore (179 Jean-Talon
St. W.) – Don’t let the sketchy
spray-painted sign dissuade
you from going into Il Motore.
Converted from an old garage,
the industrial feel of it all
sometimes tricks people into
thinking smashing beer bottles
on the concrete floor is an okay
way to express their enthusi-
asm, so leave your sandals at
home. 

Casa del Popolo (4873 St.
Laurent Blvd.) – With a nifty
zine vending machine and
eclectic events, Casa del Popolo
is a haven for Mile End hip-
sters. Catch local bands in an
intimate setting. 

If you get there before
seven, try a $4.00 pint while
waiting for the show to start,
and once you’re a drink or two
in, consider springing for the
delicious Casa nachos. 

La Sala Rossa (4848 St.
Laurent Blvd.) – For Casa del
Popolo’s sister venue, Sala
Rossa, head across St. Laurent
Blvd. and up to the second
floor. Hosting bigger bands
and the latest touring acts, it’s
easy to get to the front row, but
is a bit of a trade-off, consider-
ing the sound isn’t all that
great.

Divan Orange (4234 St.
Laurent Blvd.) – A bit further

south on St. Laurent Blvd.
you’ll find Divan Orange, a
venue where performing bands
are chosen by a collective. Sim-
ilar to Casa del Popolo in terms
of ambience, and the stage is
definitely small enough to get a
little musician sweat on you. 

Barfly (4062 St. Laurent
Blvd.) – The ultimate in gritty,
hole-in-the-wall music estab-
lishment that welcomes young
musicians and serves cheap
beer.

Cheap Thrills (2044 Met-
calfe St.) – If you have some
time between classes and shop-
ping on Ste. Catherine St. isn’t
for you, check out Cheap

Thrills on Metcalfe. Their new
release section isn’t anything
special, but there are definitely
some gems in the used vinyl, as
well as a small but interesting
selection of music DVDs in
every genre. 

As well, a big poster board
by the cash lists practically all
the shows coming up in the
city, so spare yourself the pesky
TicketMaster charges and buy
your tickets here.

Au 33 Tours (1379 Mont-
Royal Ave. E.) – Keep a keen
eye out for this one, because
it’s easy to miss, with their ba-
sically non-existent sign. If
you’re ready to shell out the

cash for new vinyl, they have a
great selection, as well as lis-
tening stations around the
shop.

Encore Books and
Records (5670 Sherbrooke
St. W.) – Quite literally what
the name suggests, Encore has
a decent collection of used
books and records. A little
overpriced for the quality of
most of their used stuff, but
handy if you’re over at Loyola
often or live in Notre-Dame-
de-Grâce.

Music
-katie mcgroarty and

elysha del giusto-enos 
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Montrealers take it for granted that
there is always a dépanneur nearby that’s
ready and waiting to absorb their dollars. 

Anything less than open 24 hours is
sacrilege—so much so that one dep at the
corner of Parc Ave. and Milton St. boasts
in neon lights “Ouvert 25 heures.”
Touché. 

Some smaller deps will still close at al-
most store-like hours, but they are the ex-
ception.   

The word dépanneur comes from the
french verb dépanner, which means “to
help out of difficulty.” And when it’s
10:45 p.m. on a Friday and you’re out of
wine, there is a serious difficulty. 

The provincially owned SAQ liquor
commission stores tend to close earlyish,
but all deps will sell you beer and wine up
until 11:00 p.m. Locate the one closest to
your apartment for future booze-mergen-
cies. The deps listed here offer all the
usual convenience items, and little some-
thing more. 

Dépanneur Rahman / Paradis de
la Biere (151 Laurier Ave. W.) – A 
dépanneur between St. Laurent and Parc
Ave. where you can find rare beers. And
as it’s just a block over from Montreal’s
favourite microbrewery, Dieu du Ciel,
their choices make for a nice consolation
prize when the bar is too packed to stand.

Dépanneur BBQ Los Amigos (4171
St. Laurent Blvd.) – Is it a chicken joint?
Or a dep? Or both? Some things are 

too beautiful to be defined. Grab a 
beer from one of the fridges and sit at 
the cafeteria-style table while you decide
where to go next. You can do that 
here. Just remember, no one comes for
the atmosphere.

Dépanneur Le Pickup (7032 Wa-
verly St.) – This dep for people in the
Rosemont and Parc Ex areas has a basic
little food counter in the back which ex-
panded to the point that the resto out-
shone the store front. 

They serve sandwiches, soups,
brunches, and since they’re owned by the
same group as the Nouveau Palais restau-
rant over on Bernard St., they also dabble
in razzle-dazzle catering nights. 

Dépanneur Urbain (5047 St. Ur-
bain St.) – Nestled between some walk-
ups below Laurier Ave., this dep is
another one which takes beer selection
seriously – as anyone can clearly see by
all the beer posters plastered over their
facade.

Provigo (1953 Ste. Catherine St. W.)
– Although this grocery store chain 
isn’t technically a dep, the Ste. Catherine
St. W. location is a great option for 
Concordia students at the downtown
campus. 

Everything someone walks into a dep
for can be bought here, and for cheaper
than any dep would dare sell it. The only
drawback is that you’ll have to wait
longer in line. 

Bars
-andrew maggio

Montreal is a party town, where the
drinking age lines up nicely with the age of
most first-years. Result? If you’re a univer-
sity student, chances are you can start get-
ting drunk right from the get-go. You’ll find
hundreds of bars throughout the city, from
the most bumpin’ club to that place with the
mechanical bull. 

For those of you that are new around
here, we felt it was important to guide you
through some of Montreal’s best drinking
establishments, for those nights when
you’re more in the mood to sip a drink with
friends than fist pump for four hours next
to a sweaty stranger.

If you come across a situation where you
really have no idea where you want to go,
establish a starting point. You can’t go
wrong on Crescent St., one of Montreal’s
legendary party streets in the heart of down-
town (and right next to Peel Metro, too). 

Crescent St. never disappoints, espe-
cially when looking for a fun night spent
with good friends drinking good beer at bars
such as Brutopia (1219 Crescent St.), Mad
Hatters (1208 Crescent St.), Hurley’s
Irish Pub (1225 Crescent St.), or Sir Win-
ston Churchill Pub (1459 Crescent St.).

Sprinkled around the downtown area
are some other well-known bars like Le
Saint Sulpice (1680 Saint Denis), home of
one of Montreal’s biggest and best terraces,
found on yet another pillar of the Montreal
bar scene, St. Denis St. 

Let’s not forget Les Foufounes Élec-

triques (87 Ste. Catherine St. E.), featuring
$5.00 pitchers on Tuesday nights, as well as
Peel Pub (1196 Peel St.) and the two 
McKibbins Irish Pub locations (1300-
1498 Bishop St. and 3515 St. Laurent Blvd.),
all fixtures of the downtown Montreal
nightlife. 

Of course, we can’t forget The Main. 
That’s what those in the know call St.

Laurent Blvd., another must-hit destina-
tion. On and around it you’ll find well-
known bars such as the Gogo Lounge
(3682 St. Laurent Blvd.), BSide (3616 St.
Laurent Blvd.), Vol de Nuit (14 Prince-
Arthur Ave.), Réservoir (9 Duluth St. E.)
and Sparrow (5322 St. Laurent Blvd.). 

For those with a taste for the ‘50s and
‘60s, check out Blizzarts (3956 St. Laurent
Blvd.), which features a mod club setting on
Saturday nights. Its next-door neighbour,
the Blue Dog Motel (3958 St. Laurent
Blvd.) is also worth checking out; it plays
only the best hip-hop and R ‘n’ B.

There’s also Dieu du Ciel (29 Laurier
Ave. W.), a brewpub that caters to a more
upscale, knowledgeable clientele with its
endlessly cycling variety of delicious house
flavours. That brings with it a bit of a price
bump, but if you need a classy place to take
a date, the flavour is worth it. 

If you’re feeling even classier than that,
you can head down to the Old Port to visit
some of the more refined bars, such as San-
tos (191 St. Paul St. W.) and Wunderbar
(901 Square-Victoria St.).

Depanneurs
-elysha del giusto-enos
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Night Life
-erin sparks Salon Officiel (351 Roy St. E.) – A bad time at Salon is a rare thing. The dance floor

is a decent-sized, the drinks reasonably priced and the crowd is a bit older (read: 20-some-
things), so you tend not to see anyone puking on the sidewalk or fighting with their signif-
icant other. 

Plus, the music at Salon will remind you of being 14, when you were losing your mind
dancing in your room. 

Korova (3908 St. Laurent Blvd.) – From the McGill-geared Monday nights to Motown
Thursdays and hip hop Fridays, there’s something for everyone at Korova. Tip: if you’re
not feeling it, grab one of their PBR tallboys. The price is right, and I guarantee you’ll feel
more like dancing after. 

Blue Dog Motel (3958 St. Laurent Blvd.) – Blue Dog is a staple of Montreal nightlife
for good reason. Saturday nights at the Dog are a great time, but they’re open every night
of the week with no cover, so head on over for some sweet beats and one sweaty dance
floor. 

La Rockette (4497 St. Denis St.) – Mandatory coat check aside, La Rockette is a great
place to get down with some old school rock ‘n’ roll.

Drugstore (1366 Ste. Catherine St. E.) – Open everyday from 10:00 a.m. until 3:00
a.m., Drugstore boasts an impressive menu for both food and drinks. With nightly drag
shows and friendly staff, this is one of the best places in the Gay Village to get your drink
on.

Unity (1171 Ste. Catherine St. E.) – Another Village staple, with three floors and mul-
tiple bars, Unity is one massive party. Show up before 10:30 p.m. and it’s free, or be there
a bit later and fork over $7.00—plus $2.00 for coat check. 

Don’t let the hefty door fee dissuade you, though—Unity is definitely worth going to, no
matter what your sexual preference is. There’s even a terrace on the top floor for all you
hip smokers.

Big in Japan Bar (4175 St. Laurent Blvd.) – The restaurant Big in Japan is tasty as
can be, and the bar recently opened up by its owner doesn’t disappoint either. 

If you have a spare $200 floating around you can buy a bottle of whiskey that you can
sip from whenever you come back, or you can just buy individual drinks like the rest of us
plebeians. They’re a bit on the pricey side, so it’s not an everyday thing, but they make up
for it in taste. 

La Shop (4177 St. Denis St.) – The crowd here is comprised mostly of
students still in their late teens, but La Shop is still a pile of fun. Stock up
on $2.00 drinks and dance the night away. 

Aux Verres Stérilisés (800 Rachel St. E.) – Despite the minimalist
decor and overall shadiness, Aux Verres Stérilisés (which literally means
‘sterilized glasses’) is a great place to grab a drink—or several. Pitchers of
surprisingly decent beer run $8.00. 

La Quincaillerie (900 Rachel St. E.) – With a massive cocktail
menu, La Quincaillerie is the place to go for a great mojito or mixed
drink. Bonus: Every Tuesday is bluegrass night (!!) and it’s right next
to La Banquise’s famous poutine. You can’t ask for more. 

Lab (1351 Rachel St. E.) – Okay, so you may roll your eyes at the fact that
they call their bartenders “mixologists,” but Lab serves some of the best-tast-
ing and inventive drinks in the city, so it’s easy to get past that fact. 

A sip of their Jay’s Basil cocktail (fresh basil, raspberry puree, raspberry
liqueur, black pepper and vodka) will have you convinced. If you feel partic-
ularly inspired after visiting, you can always sign up for one of their monthly
workshops. 
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Amir (1333 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W.,
3634 St. Denis St.) – Amir offers up a
smorgasbord of cheap Lebanese food to
people in a number of neighbourhoods.
With multiple locations across Montreal,
it’s a good place to find roasted potatoes,
falafels and shish-taouk whether you’re in
the Plateau or club hopping on Crescent. 

Angela Pizzeria & Restaurant
(1662 de Maisonneuve Blvd. W.) – An-
gela’s is important to know about for one
reason: They deliver until 6:00 a.m. So if
you get home drunk after everything has
closed and you just need pizza, poutine or
pasta, give them a shout. 

Boustan (2020 Crescent St.) – Bous-
tan is a legendary Montreal institution of
great late night/anytime Lebanese food.
Everything is dirt cheap and tastes amaz-
ing. The potatoes with garlic sauce are the

obvious choice, but their falafels and
shawarma wraps are also unbelievably
good, whether you eat them at 4:00 a.m.
or 5:00 p.m. 

Gourmet Burger (1433B Bishop St.)
– Gourmet Burger shuts its doors at 1:00
a.m., so get there before it closes for one
of the best-tasting burgers in town. You
choose the patty (they have the standard
beef option, but also things like bison and
veggie), then select toppings, sauces and
cheeses (prices for those range from $1 to
$5). From the more mainstream pickle
choice to the more adventurous foie gras,
Gourmet burger will appeal to all burger
lovers. 

La Banquise (994 Rachel St. E.) –
Renowned for their inventive poutine cre-
ations, La Banquise is the place to go if
you’ve never had the cheesy, gravy-cov-
ered fries Quebec is famous for. 

Mexican food your thing? Try The
Taquise, which comes with sour cream,

guacamole and tomatoes. All around
meat lover? The T-Rex combines

ground beef, pepperoni and bacon
and piles them on top of a mound

of fries. 
For all you vegetarians out

there, La Banquise makes a
poutine that has entirely

vegetarian sauce. They

also serve other food but, really, who
cares? 

Moe’s Diner (1455 Lambert-Closse
St.) – Open 24 hours a day, Moe’s is the
king of late night (or early morning) food.
Craving french toast and a milkshake at
4:00 a.m.? They’ve got you covered. Per-
fect if you live in the downtown area, or if
you’re waiting for that terrible, godfor-
saken night bus back to Loyola. 

Patati Patata (4177 St. Laurent Blvd.)
– It’s only open until 11:00 p.m., but
Patati Patata is so damn tasty it has to be
included. Portions are small but cheap, so
there won’t be any tears the next morning
from ordering the grilled cheese, the
burger and a side of poutine. 

Patati Patata is that winning combina-
tion of tiny and overstuffed but not too
much so, and you’ll never have to wait
very long for your food. It’s also right be-
side the swanky Big in Japan bar, so if the
lineup there is too long, you can pop over
for a quick snack. 

Resto Lafleur (3620 St. Denis St.) –
They may not serve any pizza, but Resto
Lafleur has pretty much everything else in
the category of drunk food. The small fries
will run you around $2.60 and are the size
of most other restaurants’ large fries. 

They also have poutine, hot dogs 
(aka “steamies”) and, surprisingly

enough, pretty decent veggie burgers.
They’re open into the wee hours of the
morning, making them a perfect stop on
your way home 
on Friday or Saturday night. 

Wok Café (1845 Ste-Catherine W.) –
They advertise their top-ranking General
Tao chicken in the window, but Wok Café
has plenty of other quick, cheap and
yummy dishes. 

Since their plates are huge and will last
you for at least two meals, Wok is a must
if you’re hungry downtown. They do
pretty decent dim sum too, and most
dishes are under $12.00. 

Prêt à Manger (1809 Ste. Catherine
St. W.) – Just down the street from Wok
Café, Prêt à Manger (or PM) is another
staple for cheap Chinese food. It’s open
until 11:00 p.m. and few dollars cheaper
than Wok. 

They do a mean shrimp won-ton soup
and die-hard General Tao chicken fans
will tell you it’s better than Wok for their
dish of choice. Their tofu version of Gen-
eral Tao is also worth trying. 

Dad’s Bagels (5732 Sherbrooke St.
W.) – Don’t let the name deceive you—
there’s more than just great bagels here.
Dad’s also serves up Indian food. If you
live in Notre-Dame-de-Grace, this is the
place to go for some great late night curry
or a soft, chewy bagel 24-7. 

Souvlaki George (6995 Monkland
Ave.) – A staple in the diets of pretty much
ever Loyola kid, Souvlaki George serves
up the tastiest Greek food around until
5:00 a.m. Portions are huge and you’ll be
guaranteed to have some yummy leftovers
to help you handle that hangover. 

Late Night Eats
-erin sparks
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If you want to get some green
downtown, your best bet is to
leave. That’s right, get out of
Centre Ville. Climb the moun-
tain, take the shuttle to the green
pastures of Loyola, or—fuck it—
go visit McGill.

Or, if going to McGill would
hurt your pride and Loyola
seems too far away, here are
some slices of nature in an oth-
erwise concrete jungle:

The Greenhouse

The Concordia Greenhouse is
located on the rooftop of the Hall
Building (follow the arrows
when taking the stairs from the
12th floor), and is an all-organic
space for education, skill devel-
opment, research, sustainable
horticulture, and above all a
peaceful, welcoming environ-
ment.

Grey Nuns

Unknown to those of us who
never lived there, access to the
Grey Nuns Garden is limited to
current residents. The building
was bought by the Grey Nuns
(Soeurs grises) when they moved
uptown from Old Montreal.
Back in the day, all the land from
Guy St. and Ste. Catherine St. to
St. Mathieu and René-Lévesque
Blvd. belonged to the sisters. In
2004, Concordia bought the
building and in 2007 students
moved in for the first time. It
was the sisters, however, who
cultivated the orchards and care
for the green space where you
can now take a nap or read a
book in between classes (pro-
vided you live in residence).

Architecture Park

Not far from the downtown
campus in front of the Canadian
Centre for Architecture (1920
Baile St.), there is a long stretch
of majestic, carefully groomed

grass. Although the overall ap-
pearance of the locale might re-
semble a mansion, it is a really
cool museum definitely worth
checking out.

Tiny VA Courtyard

The Fine Arts building, al-
though underfunded, has a little
green patch with one tree and
one picnic table! This spot is
great for a picnic lunch after
browsing the VAV Gallery.

Norman Bethune Square

Tim Horton’s front yard. It’s
only green-ish, but it’s a known
spot for protests and pigeons in
the downtown area.

Mount Royal

If you can’t find the green you
need on campus, you might as
well go exploring. A hike to the
mountain is a great way to see al-
most the entire city. Take the 80

Parc bus from Place des Arts and
put your legs to work. Or just
walk straight up de la Montagne.
The mountain is full of people
exercising, beardos playing gui-
tars and/or drums and creepy
dudes trying to sell you pot—but
don’t be intimidated! Go up the
mountain! Heck, go all the way
to the cross!

Loyola

Between the architecture of
old and the brand new buildings,
the mighty Native statue and in-
cessant construction, there’s a
sunny green patch for everyone
on the Loyola campus.

The Quad

The quad is right along the
side of the Administration build-
ing, and is where most Loyola
events take place. BBQ’s, con-
certs, club fairs and more take
advantage of this quintessential
“Loyola” space.

RealiTEA garden

Behind the Hingston Hall
Residence at Loyola lies the Re-
aliTEA garden, a partnership of
many projects, including P3 Per-
maculture and the People’s Po-
tato Vegetable Garden. RealiTEA
is a tea garden focusing on edu-
cating community members
through workshops and activi-
ties, on, well, growing herbs.

People’s Potato Garden

A neighbor to RealiTEA, the
People’s Potato Vegetable Gar-
den grows herbs and produce to
help maintain the People’s Po-
tato, Concordia’s vegan soup
kitchen that serves daily lunches
downtown.

Green Spaces
-Julia Jones
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK

UPCOMING GAMES
SEPT. 4 TO 11 IN CONCORDIA SPORTS

6

7

9

Women’s Rugby: Concordia at Université de Montréal
Men’s Rugby: Concordia at Université de Montréal

Women’s Rugby: Concordia vs. Sherbrooke (7:00 p.m., Concordia 
Stadium)
Men’s Rugby: Concordia vs. Sherbrooke (9:00 p.m., Concordia 
Stadium)
Football: Concordia at Université de Montréal
Baseball: Concordia vs. McGill (7:30 p.m., Pierre Elliot Trudeau Park)

Baseball: Concordia vs. Ottawa (12:00 p.m. & 2:30 p.m., Pierre Elliott
Trudeau Park)
Men’s Soccer: Concordia vs. UQTR (1:00 p.m., Concordia Stadium)
Women’s Soccer: Concordia vs. UQTR (3:00 p.m., Concordia Stadium)

Stinger pride in full effect: the SWARM had fans on their feet during the Concordia Stingers football home opener against the Bishop’s University Gaiters on Saturday. The Stingers fed off the crowd’s energy, storm-
ing out to a 31-11 lead after the first half. Despite a late comeback attempt by the Gaiters, the home team held on for a 42-36 victory, sending the fans home happy and making the post-game beers at PJ’s Pub a
little tastier.

BOXSCORES

Monday, Sept. 3

Friday, Aug. 31

Saturday, Sept 1

Sunday, Sept. 2

Monday, Aug. 27

Women’s Soccer: Concordia vs. Middlebury

Baseball: Concordia, Carleton (GM1: 5-3 L, GM2: 6-3 L)
Women’s Rugby: Concordia 14, St. Francis-Xavier 55

Football: Concordia 42, Bishop’s 36
Women’s Rugby: Concordia 7, St. Francis-Xavier 58
Women’s Rugby: Concordia 29, Acadia 12
Men’s Rugby: Concordia 52, St. Lawrence 12

Men’s Rugby: Concordia 3, Royal Military College 36

Women’s Soccer: Concordia 0, Plattsburgh 2
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ANDREW MAGGIO
@AJMAGG19

The Concordia Stingers football
team started their season off on the
right foot with a 42-36 victory over
the Bishop’s University Gaiters Sat-
urday at Concordia Stadium.

In a contest that featured an in-
ordinate number of flags, several
early-season gaffes and a lot of
nervous pacing on both sidelines,
the offensive firepower of both
sides shone bright under clear skies
on the afternoon of university foot-
ball.

Stingers receiver Kris Bastien
was the star in this game, catching
six passes for a whopping 242 yards
and two touchdowns. 

“We trained so hard in the sum-
mer and the winter for this,” said
Bastien. “I was a bit nervous at first,
but we have great leaders on this
team. [Starting quarterback] Reid
Quest saw me and he just calmed
me down and really got me ready
for the game.”

“Kris is as good a receiver as
there is in the country,” said coach
Gerry McGrath, who picked up his
58th regular season win as the
Stingers’ head coach. “He really
showed that today.”

Gaiters quarterback Jordan
Heather paced his offense and ral-
lied his team from down 20 points
at the half to within three points of
the lead in the fourth quarter.
Heather threw for 387 yards and

four touchdowns, with three of
them going to receiver, David Had-
drall. However, he also threw four
interceptions, three of which came
in the fourth quarter. 

The Stingers got off to a good
start, taking a 31-11 lead going into
the half, highlighted by several
spectacular catches by Bastien, the
most notable being a 103-yard
catch and run in which Bastien
caught a pass from Quest across the
middle and turned on the jets to
outrun the Bishop’s defenders on
his way to the end zone. 

“Right for the beginning of the
play, Reid told me to check if their
safety was low, because they have a
tendency to blitz when we’re deep
in our zone,” said Bastien. “So I was
one-on-one against my man. We
trust our athletes here, we know we
can beat almost anyone in this
country one-on-one.”

Quest had a solid game of his
own, completing 17 of 31 passes for
339 yards to go along with two
touchdowns and one interception.

“There’s always room for im-
provement,” said Quest. “I missed
[Michael] Harrington on a few
passes that I am not to happy
about. The thing that excites me is
that we put up 42 points and we
haven’t hit our stride yet.”

The Gaiters mounted a slow but
steady comeback in the second half,
coming closest with under than two
minutes left in the fourth quarter
when Heather brought out the of-

fense at the Bishop’s 30-yard line
with 1:46 left in the final quarter.
After throwing an incomplete pass,
Heather was picked off by Stingers
linebacker Travis Bent, turning the
tide back in Concordia’s favour. 

McGrath admitted that he was
looking to play a more conservative
style in the second half, with the
hopes of controlling the ball on of-
fense—and while it ultimately
worked, it almost came back to
haunt the Stingers.

“The start of the second half was
important, obviously,” said Mc-
Grath. “I thought offensively we got
into a position where we got a lead
and we wanted to be careful. 

“We had a few miscommunica-
tions with punt returns and missed
field goals, so we got into a hole
[near the goal line] a few times, and
we don’t want to make mistakes
down there, so we we’re a little bit
cautious, maybe more so than we
should have been.”

Kadeem Vaillancourt, Kevin
Prempeh and Nathan Taylor picked
off Heather’s other three passes.
Linebacker Chris Walcott led the
defense with 7.5 total tackles, and
Eric Noivo turned in a solid per-
formance on the defensive line,
picking up the team’s only sack of
the game.

“I thought we played pretty
well,” said Taylor, who was playing
his first ever regular season game 
at the safety position. “A little ‘bend
but don’t break.’ There are a few

things we have to clean up in film to
make sure we’re ready for next
week.

“We want to be dominant [on
defense],” he continued. “We have
the athletes at every position. I feel
like this was a little speed bump for
our defense, but from here on out,
as long as we’re really crisp, we can
shut down any team.”

McGrath noted that there was a
lack of a pass rush against the
Gaiters, and hoped that the return
of several injured players along the
defensive line will be able to return
for the team’s second game of the
season against the Université de
Montréal on Sept. 7, marking the
first of three consecutive road
games for the Stingers.

NAIL-BITING OPENER
Stingers Hang on for Season-Opening Win

PHOTOS ERIN SPARKS
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MEN’S RUGBY 
The men’s rugby team spent the weekend on

the road, using the time away from home to hone
their skills on the pitch, as well as to bond and gel
as a team. The Stingers played their first exhibi-
tion game Friday night against the Royal Military
College of Canada, ultimately falling 36-3 in what
head coach Clive Gibson described as a one-sided
affair.

“We had a rough start,” said Gibson, “We got
completely dominated in the scrum, therefore we
had to play defense all night.  It was a courageous
effort by the boys. 

“Our defensive structure worked to the extent
that it could, but clearly when you’re getting
shoved around that badly in the front eight its
tough. We got demoralized and the guys were
taking penalties they shouldn’t be taking, so we
ended up down two men at one point. It was a re-
ally tough game.”

Despite their struggles, the Stingers managed
to battle through the adversity of the first game,
and came back strong the next day, crushing the
St. Lawrence College Vikings 52-12.

“That was a much better game,” said Gibson,
“It was a fantastic effort by the boys, and it
showed that they have learned the things that
we’ve been teaching them. We didn’t prepare
much for scrums, but that’s fixable; I’m more
concerned that we didn’t get to test our attacking
systems against the stronger of the two sides
[RMC].

“It really was a terrific team-building experi-
ence for the boys, by far the best I’ve had in 10
years. 

“They really came together—they learned
what it was to suffer together, they learned what
it was to pull themselves up and go out and pull
together again as a team and make it happen
after a massive loss.”

Concordia’s baseball team opened their
season on a sour note on Sunday, dropping
both games of a doubleheader to the Carleton
University Ravens. 

Game 1 - Concordia 3 Carleton 5 
“I don’t think there was much gas there to

begin with,” said Stingers head coach Howard
Schwartz of their performance.

The first game got off to a promising start
for the Stingers. They opened up with a 3-0
lead in the bottom of the second inning, but
things took a turn for the worse in the third
when Concordia shortstop Mark Nadler col-
lided with left-fielder Kevin Shelton. 

Schwartz blames the error on lack of team
chemistry. 

“The team’s been together for only two or
three days, and you could take the New York
Yankees and put them together the second day
of the season and they’d play like this.”

The error allowed Carleton to tie the game,
forcing extra innings, where they got to
Stingers pitcher Brandon Bercovits with two
additional runs to take the victory.

WOMEN’S RUGBY
The women’s rugby team went on a road trip

to Nova Scotia this weekend in preparation for
their season-opening game against the Université
de Sherbrooke on Sept. 7 at Concordia Stadium.

The Stingers started off their three-game
weekend with an early morning match against St.
Francis-Xavier in Truro, NS, at the Nova Scotia
Agricultural College. 

Concordia suffered a lopsided defeat, falling
58-7. It should be noted, however, that this game
featured the Stinger “B squad,” which is made up

mostly of reserves. 
In their second game of the day, the Stingers

faced the Acadia Axewomen, and this time the re-
sult was much more favourable for Concordia.
Led by head coach Graeme McGravie, the
Stingers won 29-12 against the Axewomen to
even up their exhibition record at 1-1.

On Sunday, however, Concordia played the
final game of their preseason. The Stingers faced
St. Francis-Xavier for the second day in a row and
were subsequently crushed for the second con-
secutive game, this time falling 55-14.

Game 2 - Concordia 3 Carleton 6 
In the second game of the afternoon, the

Stingers struggled to get on base. Carleton
starting pitcher Kelly Newcombe was on fire,
striking out nearly every Concordia player who
came up to bat. When the Stingers did manage
to make contact, they were met by a solid Car-
leton defense. 

The Ravens had no problem at the plate,
hitting several triples and stealing bases at will,
impressing Carleton head coach Rick Young. 

“For the first two games of the season we
did pretty well,” he said.

The Stingers bench believed this loss was
because of a lack confidence following the first
game’s defeat.

“We were down on ourselves after the
first game, so that definitely affected us,” said

Nadler.
“It wasn’t our best day out there today,” ad-

mitted Stingers pitcher Alex Pawulski.
The game wasn’t a total loss for the

Stingers. In the bottom of the seventh, they
took advantage of a tired Newcombe, scoring
two doubles and three runs off him to kill his
shutout bid, but by then the game was already
out of reach.

While this wasn’t the kind of start Schwartz
was looking for, he was pleased with his play-
ers’ enthusiasm.

“They’re already yelling at me to make sure
we have practice time. They want to go two to
three practices a week,” he said.

The Stingers play the McGill Redbirds this
Friday night at Pierre Elliott Trudeau Park, in
Côte St. Luc. Game time is at 7:30 p.m.

RUGBY

BASEBALL

• ANDREW MAGGIO

• DAVID KAUFMANN

STINGER STORIES
Games of the Week

PHOTO DAVID KAUFMANN

PHOTO LAURA BEESTON
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This Tuesday, we received
word that Doug Leslie, The Link’s
founding editor, had passed away.

As a very new Editor-in-Chief
myself, it was a wake-up call for
me. It was a harsh reminder that
the extraordinary team behind
this newspaper and myself are a
tiny part of The Link’s rich history. 

Leslie took over as the first ed-
itor of the union of the Loyola
News and The Georgian in 1980,
after a bit of cajoling. That team
wrote on their first front page,
“With this premier issue of The
Link, the changing face of Concor-
dia is reflected.”

Today, we try to keep that spirit
alive, covering this diverse and
chaotic campus to the best of our
ability. 

For those of us at The Link, it’s
hard to imagine a future without
this paper. When you invest your-
self so wholly into anything, as so
many people at this university do,
it’s no longer what you do, but who
you are. 

One of the incredible lessons
we learned in piecing together the
life of Doug Leslie, and the life of
The Link, is that that feeling never
truly goes away. 

Editors from 1980—and be-
fore—many of whom are profes-
sional journalists today, came
forward with condolences follow-
ing the sad news. In the midst of
the lead-up to a provincial elec-
tion, they took a moment out of
their professional lives and be-
came Linkies again.

–Julia Wolfe, Editor-in-Chief 

Philip Authier, now a reporter
for The Gazette, was Leslie’s
“second-hand man” and 
eventual successor. Authier
had this to say:  

As I recall, Doug was reluc-
tantly coaxed into becoming the
first editor by the gang that was
leaving, people like Karen Mc-
Carthy of Loyola News and Mary
Renaud of The Georgian, who did
much of the merger negotiations.

That’s because it was a big
turnover year. We barely had
enough staff for one paper, let
alone two.

He got the job. I thus became
his number two, the managing ed-
itor. It was the right merger year
team because Doug was a proud
Loyola News man and I was of
Georgian stock.

To prove my point I had a look
through the 1980 bound volume.
The first words on Doug’s first col-
umn, Volume 1, Number 1, were,
“Frankly, I never thought I’d be
doing this.”

The editor had a weekly col-
umn then. We published Tuesday
and Friday. Doug’s first love was
writing and he was a fine one at
that. 

In that column he kind of be-
came the heart and soul of the new
paper, which was—in the early
days—beset with organizational
problems and was chronically
short-staffed. As best he could, he
tried to inject a soul into a paper
that needed one because it was all

so new.
We stumbled along that first

year, really stumbled along. We
were green and when we panicked,
he had something witty or cunning
to calm us down.

That was especially true when
we fought with the student council
to maintain our independence.

Doug, a Loyola News man to
the bone, brought that sense of
student journalistic duty to the job
and together we survived those
first months where the student
council was breathing down our
necks to make a go of it.

We worked together. Being
more diplomatic and easy-going
than me, Doug found the right lan-
guage to defend our turf.

And that was his editorial style
too.

Together we managed to woo
our very green staff into shape, but
the job was seriously wearing us
all down and causing havoc with
our studies.

This is a common problem on
student papers, as you know.

Doug would leave the job by
Christmas—I succeeded him—
but he was still around to help
on special editions, etc. and to
do what he loved the most:
write.

Many years later, Doug and
I had a heart to heart about
those years. 

He said he was happy I suc-
ceeded him and kept the place
running because it was a year
which needed a good organ-
izer. 

And I said how much I en-
joyed working with him, his
writing, his character, his fun
side. And we all remained good
friends to the end. 

I only wish he had not left
us so soon.

As Eric Serre, the production
manager that year, recalled this
week, Doug had: 

The easygoing Chauncey Gar-
diner style. Nothing aggressive
(The movie Being There was 
popular). 

Lise Bissonnette, the news 
editor at the time, added that
Doug was:

A good bridge-builder… He
was also lots of fun. When I
think of Doug, I think less of
newspaper editing and a lot
more of long nights singing all
the songs we could think of
while Doug played guitar and
we all drank lots of beer (not
necessarily in the newspaper
office, but with the newspaper
gang). 

All of us who spent time
there have great memories of
that time.

That’s what made him an ef-
fective bridge between the two,
and what contributed to mak-
ing The Link a fun place to be.

Peggy Curran, current Gazette
reporter and Loyola News editor,
knew Leslie from before the
merger, and worked with him at
Loyola. Doug, she says, was:

Charming, fun, with a wicked
sense of humour but a kind heart.
He had gone to University of New
Brunswick for a year but came
back to Montreal to go to Loyola.

As I remember it, he ran into
his childhood friend (and with me,
co-editor of the Loyola News)
Allan Kunigis on campus and got
talked into joining our inner circle
of people who pretty much lived in
the newspaper office. 

Our offices were in a decrepit
former apartment building on
Sherbrooke St. W., since torn
down. There was a claw-foot bath-
tub perpetually filled with empty
beer bottles.

At the end of production night,
whoever was left would sometimes
climb through a transom onto the
roof to watch the sun rise. 

We ate very badly, either at Mr.
Hot Dog (now Dagwood’s) or a
place we called John’s. Our joke
was that we just had to be talking
about someone and they would
most certainly be eating in the
neighbouring booth. 

He was a lovely writer, played
the guitar, was a peacemaker
when there were squabbles. He
made me laugh. He pretended not
to take life very seriously, I think
because he really did.  

Remembering Doug Leslie
A Tribute to The Link’s Founding Editor

PHOTO COURTESY OF PHILIP AUTHIERThe Link founding Editor Doug Leslie (left) and his former Managing Editor at a Link reunion. 
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THAT TRANSSEXUAL GUY
A Second Chance

Did you enjoy puberty?

Did you like that tumultuous
time when you didn’t understand
what was going on with your body,
your emotions or your hormones? 

I’m expecting that you’ll say no,
more because you were likely in
high school at the time, cooped up
with hundreds of other hormonal,
angry teenagers. The majority of
people I know hated high school.
Personally, a lot of my nightmares
take place there.

Fortunately, I’ve got a second
chance. No, I can’t travel through
time—I’m on Hormone Replace-
ment Therapy. Why, you ask? 

The reason I’ve been jabbing a
needle into my thigh once a week
for the past ten months is because
I am a transsexual. That’s right.
When I was born, my doctor took
a look at my premature little self
and decided, “Okay, this baby is a
girl.”

Eighteen years later, I realized
that I disagreed with that. I was de-
pressed for a good long while but
once my transition started to roll
along—finding a psychologist, get-
ting people to call me Oliver and

respect my gender—I started to
feel better. 

On Oct. 26, 2011, I started
testosterone. I’m 10 months on T
now and lined up to talk to a local
surgeon about getting top sur-
gery—what breast cancer survivors
might know as a double mastec-
tomy.

Testosterone has affected me in
many ways. The first time it was
injected in me, I felt an immense
relief. I no longer had to worry
about acquiring it—the hormones
were in me. 

Now the only things I had to
worry about were my fear of nee-
dles and the expense of going
through my transition. I continued
to pay for my psychologist, who
eventually wrote me a letter rec-

ommending that I get top surgery. 
Trans men are required to go

through this procedure. I’ve been
diagnosed with Gender Identity
Disorder and there are rules to
follow in the Diagnostic and Sta-
tistical Manual of Mental Disor-
ders. 

Just so y’all know, if you’re
gender-variant or transsexual or
genderqueer or anything, you’re
not sick. You’re not ill. You’re not
crazy or wrong. You’re alright.

My psychologist then recom-

mended me to a colleague who,
after paying $200 for two ses-
sions, decided that I definitely
was ready for surgery. She wrote
my second letter and mailed it to
me.

It used to be that in Quebec the
second letter had to be written by
a psychiatrist, but there are so few
in Montreal qualified to have
clients who are transgender or
transsexual that the surgeon
changed the rules. 

I got my Letter of Good Health
from Concordia Health Services,
since my own general physician
retired four years ago. My en-
docrinologist (hormone doctor)
wrote a letter confirming that I
was on testosterone. I emailed all
that to my doctors.

Surgeries for trans folks are
covered by Medicare here in Que-
bec (we’re lucky). The secretary
called me up a couple of months
ago to confirm that my surgery
consultation date is on Oct. 9. 

I’ve heard rumours that you
can get your top surgery date
pretty quickly after meeting your
surgeon. I’m hoping to get this
done as an early Christmas gift to
myself, but in all likelihood I’ll get
an early 21st birthday present
(Apr. 4).

My mom isn’t thrilled with any
more body modifications but she
respects my choices in life. She
doesn’t nag me about “regretting
it.” It’s probably because I’m too
headstrong to listen but I appreci-
ate that she’s giving me the space
to do what I need. 

My dad asks me questions
sometimes and it’s fun to watch

him fight internalized gender
stereotypes. My little brother—
who just turned 14—is great. He’s
a bit lost since he’s still a
young’un, but he’s always been
supportive of his older brother’s
radical decisions and opinions.

In fact, he guessed that I was a
transsexual. At the time, my par-
ents weren’t keen on me telling
him what was going on. He knew
that I was seeing a psychologist.
So he would ask why.

“Are you adopted?”
“Are you pregnant?”
“Do you want to be a boy?”
Uh, yes, Matt, I do. I explained

the process to him. The only ques-
tion he really asked was, “Are you
going to get big muscles?”

I told him that I needed to go
to the gym for that. I do have bi-
ceps now, even though I don’t ex-
ercise, but it’s not like I’m a buff,
macho dude. I have gotten hairier
everywhere. My friends enjoy
keeping track—“Oliver, I saw you
on Friday. Now it’s Monday. I
think your voice dropped an oc-
tave or two over the weekend!” 

Like most teenage boys, I’m
hungrier and more energetic. I
have difficulty sitting still during
lectures. I’m more comfortable
and confident with myself now
that I am feeling like the way I al-
ways should have been.

There was, however, a 
rough patch for a bit when I
couldn’t figure out my emotions.
I had to re-learn how to know
what I was feeling. It was like
there was a brick wall that I had 
to walk around in order to find 
my feelings. 

It’s fine. I’ve found that asking
myself questions helps. “Why are
you grumpy right now when
you’ve had a nice day? Oh, you’re
hungry. Okay.”

It keeps life interesting. I
(mostly) have gotten over my fear
of needles, eight months in. I no
longer need someone with me,
nor do I need to cajole myself for
an hour before injecting. I still feel
shaky afterward. My leg feels
tingly all day and feeling my
phone vibrate against my leg is
very unpleasant.

This second puberty thing is
going well. I’m not the lonely an-
drogynous queer kid in high
school anymore, where almost
everyone is cruel or boring. 

I’m at university, a place where
curiosity and kindness are en-
couraged (except when strikers
and anti-strikers interact). I have
lots of friends this time around—
people who love me for the nerdy,
dandy queer boy that I am.

I’m not going to say “it gets
better” because I think that trivi-
alizes a lot of important issues
and ignores immediate distress. I
do feel that I am a lot happier be-
cause I have worked hard to get
where I am today. I’ve had to deal
with some shitty times since high
school, but I’ve made it through
okay and intact.

I’m That Transsexual Guy—
Oliver Leon—who sits next to you
in English class and who rants
about gender in The Link once a
month. I’m online the rest of the
time. I enjoy tea, books and vol-
unteering. Hi. Nice to meet you. I
hope you enjoy your stay.

BY OLIVER LEON
@OLIVERDANDYLION

I (mostly) have gotten over my fear of
needles, eight months in. I no longer need
someone with me, nor do I need to cajole
myself for an hour before injecting. I still
feel shaky afterward.
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ELYSHA DEL GIUSTO-ENOS
@ELYSHAENOS

This spring, Quebecers stood
shoulder to shoulder in
marches against tuition in-

creases and the privatization of
their institutions. Then, the entire
province watched together as a
private inquiry into government
corruption was officially put in
motion. 

The population united over the
feeling that their voices, together,
could impact their society. They
were in a state of banding together
against a system moving from
serving the interests of the people
to serving the interests of the pow-
erful. 

Though there were many who
disagreed on specific viewpoints, it
was always an empowered dia-
logue where discussions with each
other, friends and colleagues, was
how we figured out where we
stood. 

Whatever it was, it wasn’t
about personal identities dictating
what people’s default political al-
liances would be.

As the elections heated up dur-
ing the latter half of the summer,
the process of people collectively
negotiating what they were going
to demand from their politicians
got swapped for politicians telling
the people what the issues were
going to be. 

Splashed across newspapers
and the airwaves were: sepa-
ratism, language and religion. We
followed the birdie. 

Corruption and tuition were
lose-lose topics for Quebec politi-

cians. Issues important before the
election were largely avoided in
favor of new talking points, con-
jured up out of a need to draw
lines in the sand, which could dif-
ferentiate the parties and auto-
matically polarize the electorate. 

Sound platforms pertaining to
actual social progress took a back-
seat to tired divisions many hoped
had been long buried. By reviving
issues we, as a society, thought we
had moved beyond, we were in-
stantly transported to decades
past and heated rhetoric with no
clear end. 

Some notable examples of old
hurts have been the calls to ex-
pand Bill 101 and also to instate a
secular charter. We are back to a
political arena where promoting
Québecois culture is seen as only
possible through crushing the in-
corrigible multitude of pariahs
who exist within it.

Strained economies leading to
a rise in xenophobic attitudes is
not a trend unique to Quebec. It’s
a knee-jerk reaction around the
world. Defining what we are by
pointing to another group and de-
monizing them has been popular
since society began. 

Some current examples can be
found in Europe’s Roma, who are
routinely targeted by governments
as scapegoats—Italy and France
have ramped up deportation ef-
forts in the past several years. 

In Greece, economic turmoil
has lead to the rise of neo-Nazi
and far-right political groups, 
one of which is called “Golden
Dawn” and sees some kind of 
solution to Greece’s problems 
in putting “=landmines along 

the Greece-Turkey border. 
Economists say immigrants

from Turkey are having very little
impact on Greece’s economic trou-
bles, but they are nonetheless an
appealing diversion from the con-
voluted financial realities that ac-
tually plague the country. 

In the United States, Mexicans
shoulder an unreasonable amount
of blame for unemployment. In
2011, nativism peaked with the
Hammon-Beason Alabama Tax-
payer and Citizen Protection Act,
or HB56. It meant that police offi-
cers could demand immigration
papers from anyone deemed “sus-
picious” and hold them indefi-
nitely. 

According to coverage by Ed
Pilkington in The Guardian, cab
drivers were driving families
across state lines in the middle of
the night to escape, and in known
immigrant housing communities,
people were bunkered into their
homes for fear of being picked up.

This past Saturday, there were
protests in Madrid when new gov-
ernment legislature restricted ac-
cess to free health care for
immigrants. But the protesters
numbered in the hundreds; the
immigrants affected could be as
many as 150,000. 

Xenophobia is truly a common
reaction to difficult times and par-
ties willing to spew such policies
get attention. When issues too
complex to be tackled in our era of
simplified talking points and short
attention spans upset society, the
narrative gets rewritten.

Before the election, the dia-
logue in Quebec was about
whether free education was a pri-

ority or whether Quebecers
wanted to move towards the kind
of business-model education sys-
tem subscribed to outside the
province. 

It was also about corruption in
the construction industry and tax-
payers’ money being spent in
shady deals—two sizable issues
which deserved to lead the conver-
sation going into this election. 

As soon as the politicians took
the stage, what was important
changed. It wasn’t about reclaim-
ing society for the people and 
a populist movement that sought
to be heard; it became about 
who belonged to that society in the
first place. And it became about
who deserved freedom in that so-
ciety. 

No party would promise to be
corruption-free, especially since
the two largest players at the onset
of campaigning were the Parti
Québécois and the Liberals, both
of which have already been labeled
by the mainstream as having is-
sues with corruption. 

It also couldn’t be about tuition
increases, since there was no way
to broach the topic without dra-
matically altering the pool of pos-
sible votes. So it became about old
wounds surrounding language,
separatism, religion and the threat
that every voter had something to
lose from their own personal free-
doms if they didn’t vote along
those lines. 

This election should have been
a step forward, but in the span of
little more than a month of politi-
cal campaigning, our society
seems to have been forced to take
a huge step back instead. 

“Xenophobia is
truly a common
reaction to difficult
times and parties
willing to spew
such policies get
attention. When
issues too complex
to be tackled in our
era of simplified
talking points and
short attention
spans  society, the
narrative gets
rewritten.”

XENONOMICS
First They Came for the Immigrants,

and I Did Not Speak Up—Because
Times Were Tough
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Across
5. This supersonic fighter was set to be

a great aerodynamic achievement for
Canada’s aviation industry—until its
abrupt cancellation in 1959. (2 words)

10. This luxury aircraft heavily featured
in the hit song by the Far East Movement
was actually a Gulfstream IV, two whole
Gulfstreams less than the titular plane,
which was chosen for “hyperbolic and
rhythmic reasons.” Not very fly, F.E.M. 

12. This 2006 flick starring Samuel L.
Jackson features “monkey-fighting rep-
tiles on a Monday-to-Friday aircraft”—or
at least, the censored-for-TV version does.
(4 words)

13. This lucky aircraft gets to jetset all
across the globe with President Obama in-
side of it. Be jealous, ladies. (3 words)

14. This California-based NHL team
traditionally opens their pre-game en-
trance with a 17-foot open-mouthed
replica of their namesake. (3 words)

Down
1.This prehistoric killing machine got

its name from the Greek words meaning
“big” and “tooth.” Fitting, considering it
was essentially a great white—only three
times longer! 

2.This popular Chinese soup origi-
nated centuries ago, during the Ming Dy-
nasty. The procuring of its main
ingredient is unsustainable and harmful
to both the ecosystem and the live spec-
imen it is taken from—all because it
“provides texture.” (3 words)

3. The top-grossing film of the late,
great Tony Scott was so successful at get-
ting patrons to “feel the need for speed”
that the navy actually received a boost in
recruitment, even putting booths in the-
aters. (2 words)

4. This “modern” adaption of a Shake-
speare classic was a musical in 1957, a
film in 1961 and—most importantly—a
Link newspaper crossword theme in
September of 2012. (3 words)

6. The most recent addition to the
roster of NHL teams was previously
known as the Atlanta Thrashers before
relocating to the capital of Manitoba. (2
words)

7. This fictional company runs flights
in at least 30 shows and movies. Its best-
known appearance was in Lost as the air-
line behind the ill-fated Flight 815. (2
words)

8. This 2003 film, directed by Chris
Kentis, is based on the true story of two
stranded scuba divers. During filming,
the actors wore chain mesh suits under
their diving gear, as they were in the
water with live Caribbean reef sharks. (2
words)

9. This 1999 science fiction horror film
stars Samuel L. Jackson (again) going up
against three genetically engineered Makos
who have increased brain capacity so that
their brain tissue can be harvested as a cure
for Alzheimer’s. (3 words)

11. This television event has been held
annually on the Discovery Channel since
1987, and has since raised awareness
and respect for the mighty king of fish.
(2 words)

CHOOSING SIDES &
SNAPPING FINGERS
CHRISTOPHER TAN - @CHRISVTAN

I have a question regarding a most unfortunate
incident I recently saw in a pornographic film. In
the film, a woman was being anally penetrated
doggy style by a rather well endowed man. 
At one point, the man pulls completely out of
her, and, in the process, takes her intestines
with him. I do believe this is called an anal pro-
lapse and I’m scared of it happening to me. I
love being anally penetrated, so tell me, what
am I to do?

—Butthurt Bottom

I can see why this visual may have you
concerned…

To start off, a quick and by no means
complete overview of what is also called rec-
tal prolapse. 

Rectal prolapse happens when your rec-
tal walls and muscles are weakened to the
point of collapse and can literally no longer
hold themselves up within your rectum.
Rectal prolapse varies depending on the ex-
ternal visibility from the anal sphincter
(that’s your asshole). It could be completely
internal, a slight protrusion or a full protru-
sion. 

This all depends on how weakened or
stretched the anal sphincter itself is. So,
things that can stretch your asshole include
long-term anal sex, but also a variety of
bowel issues like frequent and long-term
constipation, diarrhea, and strained defeca-
tion—as well as childbirth. 

People who are experiencing rectal pro-
lapse to any degree are strongly advised not
to engage in any anal play until treated, for
obvious reasons. While treatment varies, in
cases of full protrusion, a surgical procedure
is usually necessary.

Rectal protrusion is not a fun time, but
barring extreme and sudden abuse of your
anus, you aren’t going to go from nothing to
your rectal walls collapsing all in one shot. 

So, back to the video, it would make
sense for the rectal walls to exit the anal
sphincter when the man withdrew from the
woman because the penetration itself was
likely what was holding her in during the act
to begin with. 

Based on your description, I really doubt
that this woman didn’t have rectal prolapse
or other related      - ––    issues before this spe-
cific encounter. 

Unfortunately, I can’t guarantee that rec-
tal prolapse won’t happen to you, because
there are no guarantees when it comes to
our bodies. Some people engage in tons of
anal play and never have any issues, while

others report problems after having plain
old anal sex once with an average-sized
penis. 

There aren’t any studies or in-depth re-
search on this issue so it’s hard to tell how
common and frequent anal sex-induced rec-
tal prolapse is compared to the other causes.
Not to mention there’s a whole fetish
around deliberate rectal protrusion and
stretching, so a significant portion of what
we see, especially if it’s in porn, is inten-
tional. 

Safer anal sex practices help in preven-
tion of more than just sexually transmitted
infections, so remember to lube up to facil-
itate penetration (of course, don’t forget the
condom), relax the anal sphincter to reduce
trauma and stretching, go slow in the begin-
ning and take it slow until it feels right—es-
pecially if you’re moving up a size on
whatever you’re inserting. 

Unfortunately, the bigger you go, the big-
ger the risk you’re taking, so you need to
personally weigh the risks and decide what’s
best. Kegel exercises also help strengthen
the anal sphincter (among other awesome
things), so I recommend giving them a try
and reaping the many benefits. Just Google
“kegel exercises for men” for some great on-
line guides. 

Most importantly, listen to your body. If
you experience tearing, excessive bleeding
or something just doesn’t feel right when
you’re being penetrated or having a bowel
movement see a doctor as soon as possible. 

Maintenance and awareness is key, so if
it’s something you’re really concerned
about, talk to a doctor, preferably a good one
who won’t just tell you “anal sex isn’t natu-
ral,” because they might have advice or be
able to put your mind at ease through a
checkup. 

By the way, don’t Google Image Search
“rectal prolapse.” I can tell you right now
that it ain’t pretty. 

For help working through your sex-
related fears, you can always contact
Concordia Counselling & Develop-
ment. The Sir George Williams cam-
pus office is reachable at 514-848-2424
ext. 3545 and the one at Loyola is ext.
3555.

- Melissa Fuller

Send questions to sexpancakes.the-
link@gmail.com and check out “Sex
& Pancakes” on Facebook.

Total Prolapse of the Butt
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I’m that weird girl with way, way too many
mice. Owning one, two or maximum three mice
is a normal enough number. It shows that you’re
a quirky but not crazy—you probably play the
ukulele, but definitely not the musical saw. 

When my mouse started to get huge, my
roommates made jokes about it, like, “Francine’s
super pregnant. She’s going to have like fifteen
babies, and then her babies will have babies.”
And then eleven tiny mice sprang forth from
Francine’s loins and the smiles faded. 

Now, I don’t want be the irresponsible pet
owner who blames everyone else, but come on.
This one is not on me. This one’s on the pet shop. 

What kind of sham establishment doesn’t
separate the mice (who are all too eager to get
jiggy with one another) by gender? You’re a pet
store. You sell literally dozens of weirdly com-

plex cages. Just take a few of the cages you al-
ready have in stock, and put the lady mice in one
and their gentleman counterparts in the other. 

Boom. I just solved all your pregnant mice
problems. Now you won’t have people like me
coming to you with fistfuls of mice, asking you
to take them, because Lord knows I don’t want
them.  People will stop leaving them on your
doorstep like orphaned kids and you can focus
on other things, like finding a way to get that
tragic-looking parrot in the corner to look less
tragic. 

I guess what I’m saying is … does anyone
want a baby mouse? Free, to a good home. 

–Erin Sparks
Photo Editor

Like Rabbits
NAH’MSAYIN?

GRAPHIC JOSHUA BARKMAN

BARTON FLATS
COMIC JONATHAN WOODS

COMIC JOSHUA BARKMANFalse Knees

ARIES: If you want to live, do exactly as
I say.

TAURUS: Aphorism to live by this
week: “Shut up and drive!”

GEMINI: You will get lost in a musty
maze. 

CANCER: You need a new pastime. Try
larping. #yoLARPo.

LEO: Gobble gobble gobble.

VIRGO: She’s right. Shave the 
moustache. 

LIBRA: Death From Above #2012.

SCORPIO: You know that class you
signed up for just because you needed
to fill your schedule? Trouble ahead.
Drop it like a hot baby potato. 

SAGITTARIUS: Ew. Don’t say “porn-star
fresh” to me. 

CAPRICORN: We know it’s frosh and
all, but calm down.

AQUARIUS: The stars are telling me
you are going to get a flat tire this
week. Invest in Kevlar wheels.

PISCES: Need somewhere to put your
hammer, but it’s too hot for pants?
Shorteralls! 

HOROSCOPE

THE MOON WILL SPOON WITH URANUS
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Editorial

We deserve more from our
university. 

By the time we finally get to
hang our Concordia degrees on
our walls, we might not feel the
same pride previous generations
of students enjoyed. 

This was slated to be a year of
change for a school riddled with
controversy. But those who ensure
the safety and wellbeing of the stu-
dent body are dragging their heels
on important issues. 

If the maze of construction that
still clogs up Concordia’s Hall
Building is any indication of things
to come, it isn’t looking good. 

With an administration that re-
fuses to provide space for a sexual
assault centre and a student union
that claims to be incapable of rep-
resenting its members, recent de-

velopments make us wonder why
we’re shelling out so much money
on the fees which are suppose to
ensure these things get done. 

Students are not getting many
of the things they spent a summer
hustling ice cream to pay for. 

The biggest problem for the
student body is the struggle to
have their voices heard in an insti-
tution that has a history of putting
money before education in recent
years. This struggle is made even
more impossible by a CSU who
haven’t inspired much confidence. 

We need a visible Concordia
Student Union now more than
ever. It should be impossible to
miss them, but they are nowhere
to be found.  And neither are the
posters for the $150,000 Orienta-
tion we were all forced to pay for

in good faith. 
On Monday, CSU executives

locked themselves in their office
and refused to answer for their
lackluster Orientation efforts thus
far. The Link made a point of
knocking, and we will continue to
do so when our best interests as
students are fumbled by Concor-
dia in any capacity. 

Meanwhile, 23 of our peers are
waiting for their fates to be de-
cided on charges pressed by the
university from allegedly blocking
classes during tuition protests.
The CSU is meant to represent
them, but instead our union sits
back and offers only excuses for
their mistakes. 

The CSU is not performing the
very function that defines a union. 

As for the administration, they

have a responsibility to ensure our
right to safety. Its refusal to pro-
vide the space or funding for a sex-
ual assault centre, which would
support and educate the students,
is an example of the school putting
money before our wellbeing. 

Concordia’s 2110 Centre for
Gender Advocacy has been cam-
paigning for the centre since the
fall of 2011. 

This year, frosh leaders were
required to participate in informa-
tion sessions on sexual assault as
a result the high number of com-
plaints from the festivities last
year. 

Despite this, the administra-
tion refuses to even reform their
policies and take the needed steps
to address sexual assault as sepa-
rate from sexual harassment.

Under the current policy, ConU
security will just call the police
when assault is reported, regard-
less of the wishes of the victim. No
documentation, no follow-up. 

Lack of progress seems to
plague this place at every turn. 

And as shallow as it may seem,
appearances have an undeniable
affect on public opinion. The fact
that construction in the Hall
Building is still ongoing is com-
pletely ludicrous. In a building
that is already difficult to navigate
when its escalators, elevators and
stairs are in working condition,
this place is going to be a night-
mare come Wednesday.   

We deserve better from our
union and our administration, and
we fully intend to be belligerent in
demanding more. 
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