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CLASSIFIED
ADS

$3.50+tax for Concordia undergraduate students.
$5.00+tax for others  $0.25/word after 15 words.

» DEADLINE: 2 p.m. Friday.
Classifieds must be purchased at our offices
1455 De Maisonneuve W.  Room 649 and be 

accompanied by full payment.

Monday to Friday,   10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed on Wednesdays.

We do not take classified ads 
by telephone, fax or E-mail.

CANADA COLLEGE: All language courses
$7/h. Small groups. French Test, TEFaQ,
preparation for Quebec Immigration (CSQ)
(TEFaQ and TEF approved Test Centre) – CSQ
Interview Preparation. English Teaching
Certificate (TESOL), certified by TESL Canada
Federation - Student Permit - Permit Renewal –
GMAT and TOEFL Preparation (TOEFL iBT
Authorized Center)  Metro PEEL. 514-868-
6262. info@CollegeCanada.com ;
www.CollegeCanada.com

PROFESSIONAL ESSAY HELP. Research,
Writing and Editing. Writers with post-graduate
degrees available to help! All subjects, all levels.
1.888.345.8295  or www.customessay.com

ASPIRING WRITERS, programmers, designers
needed for new Montreal Website project.
Excellent experience and references. Minimum 6
month commitment. Reply: encorelit@live.com

CONCORDIA’S INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPER SINCE 1980

ADVERTISE WITH US
514-848-7406

MULTICULTURAL  ACADEMY  CANADA
LANGUAGE  SCHOOL

French Courses
Intensive Day - Night and Weekend Classes

BEST PRICES IN TOWN
Grammar and conversation courses taught from your mother tongue.

Also TEFAQ and IELTS preparation - Student Visa

Free IELTS - Laboratory and exams practices

1500  de Maisonneuve W. suite 401 - Across from Concordia Campus

514-994-9590 or email: info@collegemac.ca

$10 to $30 Rebate with this coupon upon registration

ANDREW’S PUB

Booze to fit a student budget
Specials everyday from 4 pm to 7 pm

• Free pool table  • Soccer table 
• Tuesday comedy show 
• Thursday & Friday Karaoke
• Saturday live music • Free wifi

1241 Guy - South of St.Catherine Street

1481 RENÉ-LÉVESQUE W. 
TEL: 514.934.0655 

www.buffetmaharaja.com

STUDENT SPECIAL*
LUNCH & DINNER

50% OFF EVERY TUESDAY
10% OFF THE REST OF THE WEEK

*with valid student ID

only 2 minutes from Concordia!

C U I S I N E  I N D I E N N E  /  I N D I A N  C U I S I N E BOOK FAIR

Tuesday October 23rd - 13:00 - 21:00
Wednesday October 24th - 9:00 - 21:00
Thursday October 25th - 9:00 - 21:00

THOUSANDS OF 
USED BOOKS

Redpath Hall

Free Admission

thelinknewspaper.ca
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M
idway through June, Con-
cordia political science
student William Groom-
bridge decided it was time
to take the university to

court. Enough was enough. 
In December 2011, Groombridge had

completed an elective political science
course in Energy Policy, receiving an initial
final grade of 81 per cent after the exam. Ac-
cording to the department’s grading system,
a numerical grade of 80 to 84 per cent con-
stitutes a letter grade of an A-minus.

When Groombridge received his final
grade it was a B-plus, which he alleges was
a breach of contract between student and
the university. 

“A course was purchased from Concor-
dia’s Political Science department for the
Fall 2011 session, of which the course out-
line and published department policies
form the basis of the purchase agreement,”
wrote Groombridge in an official cause of
action delivered to the Quebec small claims
court. 

He believes that this purchase agree-
ment was broken when his grade was
changed.

“I knew exactly what I’d been given nu-
merically on all of my assignments,” said
Groombridge. “So I was surprised to see it
show up as a B-plus rather than an A-
minus.”

According to an email between Groom-
bridge and the chair of the political science
department, Csaba Nikolenyi, the two met
to discuss the grade change on Jan. 10. 

“Basically, I wanted the department’s
policy confirmed and to know how it was
applied in this case,” said Groombridge. “I
had a meeting with [Nikolenyi] and he did
not give me an answer. He said that the
grades are the grades, and that’s it.”

In an email to Groombridge, Nikolenyi
says that he met with the professor of the
course in question, and asserted that grades
become final after approval from the de-
partment and the faculty. 

That was not a satisfactory answer for
Groombridge.

Over the next few months, he claims to
have taken this question to several bodies at
the university. 

“I did my very best to convince the sec-

retary of the dean [of the political science
department] to allow me to see the dean,
that this process was going nowhere and
that I’d spent four months and had received
no official answer, but he refused,” said
Groombridge.

He then paid a bailiff to deliver a de-
mand letter to the university.

On April 19, Groombridge wrote to
Nikolenyi demanding a refund for the
course to the sum of $349.09 for “non-per-
formance and failure to respect terms of
agreement.”

Groombridge was finally contacted by
Concordia’s Office of the General Council
and told that he would be receiving a re-
sponse—but nothing ever came.

“They let that deadline expire, at which
point I filed my case,” he said. “Then they
filed a defence.” 

Despite multiple attempts to contact
Nikolenyi, The Link was unable to reach
him for comment by press time. 

According to Section 16.3.1 of Concordia’s
Undergraduate Calendar, “the university re-
serves the right to make corrections [to a
student’s grades] at any time in case of
error.”

The university’s contestation to Groom-
bridge’s case states that approximately 45
per cent of the grades for the course in ques-
tion were in the A range, and deemed dis-
proportionately high by the department. 

“Accordingly and in keeping with com-
mon practice in such cases, students in the
course, including [Groombridge], had their
final grades in the course curved,” reads the
contestation.

However, this practice does not seem to
have been applied in the way that the uni-
versity contends that it was. 

“I originally earmarked him for an A-
minus, but I was advised that I had a few too
many, so I had to actually downgrade him,”
said former Concordia part-time professor
Felix von Geyer, who taught the course.  

According to von Geyer, the head of the
department couldn’t approve the class
grades because there was too high a ratio of
A-range grades; however, the curved grade
seems to have only been applied to several
students. 

“I had to go back and take the students

who were at the lowest end of that scale, of
which there were not even a handful, and
bring them down to a B-plus,” said von
Geyer. “It was really only those around the
80 per cent grade that had to come down.”

After teaching four courses at Concordia,
von Geyer was not asked to return to work
at the university. 

In an email to Groombridge dating back
to late December of 2011, von Geyer sug-
gested that there were only a few students
who were affected, and expressed some
frustration with the final grading process,
saying that Groombridge was “downgraded
through an arbitrary process and not at all
by merit.”

“Overall, it was a very motivated class
and so many of them really stepped up to
the plate and did everything that I expected
of them,” said von Geyer. “I think that to
have an arbitrary kind of ceiling is perhaps
a bit forced.”

He did, however, blame part of the prob-
lem on his grading style, which includes a
five per cent discretionary margin that al-
lowed von Geyer to allot a few additional
marks to students who showed particular
enthusiasm and participation in the course. 

Political science professor and Concordia
University Part-Time Faculty Association
President Maria Peluso also expressed a
similar sentiment when it came to the grad-
ing of students.

“There are some classes that are just ex-
ceptional and there are others that aren’t,

but it isn’t a hard and fast mathematical for-
mula,” said Peluso. 

“It does happen that you have a class
that are so damn enthusiastic about what
they’re doing and the grades tend to be a bit
higher because of the commitment of the
students. When that’s what you’re dealing
with, grades are a reflection of what the stu-
dents have accomplished.” 

Back in June of 2011, Nikolenyi became
chair of the political science department.
Since then, he seems to have brought a few
new rules along with him. 

The policy of restricting the amount of A-
range grades is something new in the polit-
ical science department, and a policy that
doesn’t seem to have any written form. 

“It appears that it is a kind of random
policy, and to my knowledge it was not ap-
proved as a formal policy,” said political sci-
ence professor and Quebec lawyer Patrice
Blais. “The Concordia University Part-Time
Faculty Association requested a copy of the
policy and was not provided one.”

According to Blais, von Geyer may not
have been the only professor negatively af-
fected by the new grading policy.

“It came as a surprise after the fact to
many professors, and CUPFA received com-
plaints about that,” he said.

Groombridge is currently waiting for a
court date, but suspects that it will be an-
other year or two before his case is pre-
sented. 
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CHANGING OF THE GRADE
Political Science Student Takes Concordia to Court

“It appears that it is a kind of random policy, and to
my knowledge it was not approved as a formal
policy. The Concordia University Part-Time Faculty
Association requested a copy of the policy and was
not provided one,”

—Political Science Professor and Quebec Lawyer Patrice Blais

BY COREY POOL @COREYRIVER

William Groombridge is taking Concordia to court over the chanaing of his grade. PHOTO COREY POOL
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BY KATIE MCGROARTY
@KATIECMCG

With over 40,000 students and
staff who study, eat and occasion-
ally sleep on campus, Concordia
University inevitably has a lot to
deal with on garbage day. 

For the past near-decade, R4:
Rethink, Reduce, Reuse, Recy-
cle—a working group of Sustain-
ability Concordia—has been
conducting an annual waste audit
to determine what students are
throwing out. 

For one week every March, the
compacting room in the basement
of the EV Building is filled with
protective goggle-and-glove-clad
volunteers. Dissecting bags of
trash, they’re put to the messy
task of counting each chocolate
bar wrapper, Ziploc bag and apple
core that is either recycled, com-
posted or sent to the dump. 

“I’m always encouraged by the
amount of people who are really
excited about it—like, it seems like
a sort of strange thing to do, dig
through garbage all day,” said
Hannah McCormick, the Zero
Waste Campaign coordinator.
“You would think that we would
struggle to get volunteers, but it
always fills up.” 

Things get a little tricky after
the counting is done, because then
R4 has to make sense of it all.
Compared to last year, when a de-
tailed, 23-page-long report on the
waste audit was released, the find-
ings this year have been com-
pressed into a half-page
infographic. McCormick says the
reason for the short version of the

results is simple—no one wants to
read an extended document
about, quite literally, garbage. 

So, The Link is here to dig up
the dirt on campus waste—with-
out actually rifling through any
trash. 

WHAT WE’RE THROWING OUT
Compared to 2011, Concordia

reduced waste by approximately
100 tonnes this year. To put that
much garbage in perspective,
we’re talking about an amount
that equals roughly the weight of
a short-distance passenger plane. 

Over one year, the school has
decreased the total yearly amount
of trash sent to landfills from pub-
lic bins from 689 to 685 tonnes. 

The four-tonne decrease could
be due to a combination of Sus-
tainable Concordia initiatives, or
just a collective consciousness to
be more mindful of what we were
buying and throwing away, said
McCormick. 

“There’s no way to say for sure.
I like to think that the work we’ve
been doing leads to [waste reduc-
tion]. I wouldn’t be quick to say it
was one thing, because we didn’t
see any one component go down,”
she said. 

“We worked a lot with coffee
cup reduction last year, but I
don’t think that we saw the coffee
cup count go down by half. But
generally, everything was lower.
Maybe just the fact that we were
out there more, we reached a lot
of more people last year—that
concept of being aware of what
we’re throwing away permeated.”

The audit is separated the

same way as the bins in Concor-
dia’s hallways— paper / plastic /
trash / compost. Divided between
what can be composted and
turned back into soil, plastic,
glass and metal that can be recy-
cled and garbage sent straight to
the landfill, the waste is then di-
vided into more specific cate-
gories, such as cardboard and
mixed paper, carbon-rich and ni-
trogen-rich. 

“Last year, as well as the year
before, the food waste has always
been the greatest component, and
food waste is completely divert-
ible,” said McCormick. 

When it comes to waste man-
agement, according to the Feder-
ation of Canadian Municipalities,
diversion refers to disposal tactics
that direct garbage away from
landfills or incinerators through
reuse, recycling, composting or
anaerobic digestion—an oxygen-
free compost-like process that
produces methane. 

In order to reach the ultimate
goal of “Zero Waste,” a 95 per
cent diversion rate must be met.
In 2011, the university reached 53
per cent diversion. 

Ideally, rates would be met
though reduction rather than re-
cycling or diversion. However, it
can’t be realistically expected that
the total number of containers
consumed and food waste left-
overs will decrease in the short
term, as stated by Sustainable
Concordia’s Environmental Coor-
dinator Faisal Shennib in the 2011
Waste Report. 

“If it was something like 80
per cent garbage going in the

garbage, that would be a problem
because that would be a lot of
garbage,” said McCormick. “But
the biggest component, which I
think is 36 per cent food, can be
composted. That’s something I
think the focus should be [for the
upcoming year].” 

WHAT WE’RE DOING TO CHANGE
With each passing audit, the

numbers are changing for the bet-
ter, if only very slightly. The task
of affecting the process of some-
thing like deciding whether a
piece of trash belongs in the recy-
cling, garbage or compost isn’t
something that comes quickly,
and R4 is well aware of the chal-
lenge of changing habits.

To approach R4’s zero-waste
mandate, Shennib says the most
important thing is to encourage
“early adopters” to consciously
generate less waste in hopes that
the rest of the community will
join in. 

“You can grow really quickly
just by talking to people who do
want to make those changes, but
don’t feel validated enough to do
so,” he said. 

Small initiatives that will even-
tually make a big impact are the
backbone of Sustainable Concor-
dia, whose yearly goals are de-
cided depending on the results of
the previous year’s audit results. 

This year, they’re slated to host
six Sustainable Concordia “Sus-
tainabiliTEA” events, which will
take place over the course of the
current academic year, where 
students are encouraged to brain-
storm ideas for reducing waste 

on campus. 
Suggestions made at the first

event, on Oct. 18, included having
volunteers watch over the recy-
cling bins to encourage proper
use, hosting more workshops for
students and a phone swap for
used cell phones. 

As well as turning to students
to make sure their opinions are
heard, R4 has already derived op-
tions from this year’s report to
make the upcoming semester as
waste-free as possible. 

“Throughout the semester we
want to eradicate every trash bin
that is by itself at the university,
so there will be no garbage bins
without a recycling bin beside it
at least, if not a plastic, glass,
metal and paper recycling as
well,” said Shennib.  

There are also plans to in-
crease the frequency of the now-
yearly waste audit.

“Having it in one week, just
one week, definitely limits the
data,” said McCormick.

“The amount of waste at dif-
ferent times varies incredibly, so
if we do it more often and more
thoroughly, it’s better for data
and better for keeping the com-
munity involved with the waste
audit. If people can be involved
throughout the whole year, they
will be thinking about it more.”

— with files from Jane Gatensby

To see the Concordia 2012
Waste Result infographic, go
to Sustainability Concordia’s
Facebook page. To get a copy
of the 2011 audit, contact Sus-
tainable Concordia.

TALKIN’ TRASH
Concordia Waste Audit Results and What It Means for the Landfills

PHOTO KATIE MCGROARTYStudents at SustainabiliTEA brainstorm wast 
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Acrowd of more than 150
people packed the sidewalk
and overflowed into the

street in front of the offices of the
Fraternité des policiers et poli-
cières de Montréal Monday night
to participate in a candlelight vigil
in commemoration of victims of
police brutality. 

The vigil was the third of its
kind held since 2010 by the Justice
for the Victims of Police Killings
Coalition, a local organization.
Family and friends of the deceased
addressed the crowd from the
steps of the headquarters of the
Police Brotherhood, the largest
trade union representing city po-
lice, at the corner of Gilford St. and
Rivard St. 

“What we’re trying to fight
against is the large-scale, systemic
impunity that exists at this point
when police kill,” said Robyn May-
nard, one of the coordinators of the
event.

“We’re also fighting generally
against racial profiling, social pro-
filing—because it’s not just police
killings; there’s so much police vi-
olence that goes unchecked every
year.” 

According to organizers, 60
people have been killed by Mon-
treal police since 1987, including
two in the past year. 

Independent Investigations
Many of the speakers at the vigil

criticized the official procedure for
investigating cases of alleged police
misconduct. Under the current
policy, incidents involving death or
serious injury as a result of police
intervention are investigated by
another police force. 

“Right now, there’s no investi-
gation that’s not done by other po-
lice officers. There are no
repercussions,” Maynard said. 

In the investigation into the
death of Gladys Tolley, who was
struck and killed by a Sûreté 
du Québec squad car on Highway
105 on the Kitigan Zibi Reserve in
2001, the officer put in charge of 
the scene was the brother of one of

the drivers. 
“We talk about police investi-

gating police, but this was brother
investigating brother,” said Bridget
Tolley, Gladys’ daughter, holding a
black-and-white portrait of her
mother. 

Tolley said she had tremendous
difficulty obtaining the details of
her mother’s case from police. By
hiring a lawyer, she was eventually
able to acquire a copy of the police
report, for a fee of $1,000. 

Police have not communicated
with her about the status of the in-
vestigation, and she only learned
that the case was closed from a
newspaper reporter, she said. 

“Now I have to fight a different
way, because I can’t take the police
to court.” 

“He Needed Help”
Other speakers questioned the

police’s ability to handle situations
involving people in emotional dis-
tress or suffering from a mental ill-
ness. 

Last January, Farshad Moham-
madi, a mentally disturbed home-
less man, was fatally shot by police
in an altercation at Bonaventure
Metro station. 

A police spokesman said that
Mohammadi attacked the officers
with a knife and they reacted in
self-defence. 

Organizers of the vigil, how-
ever, argued that the incident
shows that the Montreal police
lack the training to deal with men-
tally ill suspects. 

In the early morning of Feb.
16, Jean-François Nadreau, 30,
was killed by police just outside of
his apartment after he brandished
a machete. Police were responding
to an emergency call made by
Nadreau’s girlfriend, Josiane Mil-
lette, who said Jean-Francois was
mutilating himself and threatening
to commit suicide. 

Millette, who spoke at the vigil
holding a framed photograph of
Jean-François, said the police mis-
managed the situation. 

“It wasn’t a real suicide at-

tempt, it was a cry for help,” she
said, her voice trembling. “They
should have calmed him, but in-
stead they made him panic. He
needed help,” she said, adding that
police officers did not warn
Nadreau before firing.

Stéfanie Trudeau and 
the Printemps Érable

The vigil occurred amid wide-
spread accusations of police bru-
tality during the student protests of
this year. 

In September, 183 professors
and lecturers at Quebec universi-
ties—including nine Concordia
professors—signed an open letter
demanding a public inquiry into
police misconduct during the tu-
ition protests. 

The name of one officer in par-
ticular, Stéfanie Trudeau, also
known as “Constable 728,” has be-
come synonymous with excessive
police violence. Trudeau came to
notoriety in May after a video was
posted to YouTube showing her
pepper-spraying relatively peace-
ful protesters. 

This month, Trudeau was once
again embroiled in controversy
after Radio-Canada aired footage
of her putting a man in a strangle-
hold in the course of an arrest that
took place on Oct. 2, which began
when Trudeau asked a man hold-
ing his front door open for
friends—a beer in hand—for ID. 

The situation escalated quickly
and ended with 20 police cars at
the scene. 

Following Radio-Canada’s re-
port on the incident, Ian
Lafrenière, spokesperson for the
Service de police de la Ville de
Montréal, announced that
Trudeau had been suspended and
will be facing an ethics hearing. 

“The president of the Police
Brotherhood said it’s the union’s
duty to protect cops like Stéfanie
Trudeau,” said another coordina-
tor of the vigil, François Ducanal,
who shouted over a megaphone. 

“It’s time to tear down this wall
of silence.” 

Vigil Remembers Victims of Police 
Brutality, Calls for Accountability

“IT’S TIME TO TEAR DOWN
THIS WALL OF SILENCE.”

BY GEOFFREY VENDEVILLE

PHOTOS RODRIGO LOZADA



Bikurious Montreal 1757 Amherst • L'Oblique 4333 Rivard • Juliette et Chocolat 1615 St-Denis • Frites Alors! 1710 St-Denis • Yuan Vegetarian
Resto 2115 St-Denis • Beatnick 3770 St-Denis • Lʼévidence 3619 St-Denis • Eva B 2015 St-Laurent • Euro Deli 3619 St-Laurent • Coupe Bizzare
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5732 Sherbrooke W. • Coop Maison Verte 5785 Sherbrooke W. Head & Hands 5833 Sherbrooke W. • Café 92° 6703 Sherbrooke W. • Second
Cup 7335 Sherbrooke W. • Second Cup 5550 Monkland • George's Souvlaki 6995 Monkland • Galerie Fokus 68 Duluth E. • Maison du Tibet
129 Duluth E. • Tiende Santé & Végétarienne 279 Duluth E. • La Maison de la Torréfaction 412 Gilford • Freeson Rock 1477 Mont-Royal E. •
Café Art Java 837 Mont-Royal E. • Mets Chinois de Montréal 961 Mont-Royal E. • Mont-Royal Hot Dog 1001 Mont-Royal E. • Platô 1031 Mont-
Royal E. • Starbuck 1241 Mont-Royal E • Folies En Vrac 1307 Mont-Royal E. • Caffe Cuore 100 Marie-Anne W. • Café Campus 57 Prince-Arthur
E.• Frites Alors! 433 Rachel E.• Arts Café 201 Fairmount W. • Batory Euro-Deli 115 St-Viateur W. • Café-Bar l'Amandier  100 St-Viateur W. •
Maestro 72 St-Viateur W. • Café Grazie 58 Fairmont • Les mots a la bouche 226 Fairmount • Dépanneur Café 206 Bernard
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JOIN THE LINK !
MEETING

FRIDAY AT 4 PM
HALL BUILDING

1455 DE MAISONNEUVE WEST
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BY MEGAN DOLSKI
@MEGANDOLSKI

Despite a being turned down as
a location for a student centre by
students not once but twice, the
Faubourg is back on the books for
Concordia. 

“The Faubourg has a history and
it is not necessarily a very good his-
tory,” said Nadine Atallah, Concor-
dia Student Union VP Clubs and
Internal, citing the building itself as
one of the main reasons 2010’s pro-
posed student centre fee levy in-
crease was voted down by students
when it came to referendum. 

“It’s just a bit ironic that stu-
dents decided to vote against a fee
levy increase because they found
out that the building in question
was the Faubourg—only for the
university to purchase it for them-
selves anyhow,” she said. 

The fifth and sixth floor of the
building was acquired by the uni-
versity for the price of $4.5 million,
which the school intends to pay by
drawing from rental revenues and
loans, said Concordia spokesperson
Chris Mota. 

Once the space is transformed
and can be declared “academic,”
the school should be eligible for
grant money from the Ministry of
Higher Education, Research, Sci-
ence and Technology as Concordia
currently falls below government
norms concerning student-to-space
ratios. 

The university says the space
will make room for a planned ex-
pansion of the Webster Library,
currently housed in the McConnell
Building. 

“They need more space, so the
goal is to expand the library up-
wards,” said Mota. “It would take
over the fifth floor, and then the op-

tion would be to continue to go
higher and higher.” 

She explained that as a result,
the departments and offices cur-
rently housed on those floors would
have to be relocated, which is where
the Faubourg space comes in. 

A representative from Webster
Library was unable to comment on
the expansion project prior to press
time. 

Despite being skeptical about
the location, infrastructure and
stigma attached to their most re-
cent purchase, Atallah isn’t op-
posed to Concordia acquiring some
new space—something she believes
is definitely much needed.

“We are lacking library space for
sure, or at the very least we are lack-
ing study space,” she said. “I think
that we are especially short on li-
brary space downtown and it is
something that students are really
looking for, so renovating upwards
is definitely a necessity and some-
thing I was happy to hear about.”

The details surrounding the ren-
ovations that will be required to
transform the space and the time-
frame of such an undertaking has
not yet been determined.

“This is very much a long-term
plan, still,” explained Mota. “So no
decisions have been made in terms
of what exactly will be going into
the space—but it will be academic.”

Even if the school had figured
out concrete details, nothing tangi-
ble could be put in place just yet
anyway. A series of tenants still oc-
cupy the Faubourg’s upper floors,
and retain rights to it until their
leases expire. 

While Mota was unable to 
give an exact date by which the
space would become available, 
she said it would be at least a year
or two away. 

Yet Another ConU Space Case
Admin Purchases Upper Floors of the Faubourg

BY SAM SLOTNICK
@SAM_SLOTNICK

A human rights complaint
filed by a Concordia student and
former employee of Concordia
Instructional and Information
Technology Services over a string
of homophobic and sexist re-
marks in the workplace could
change how universities across
Quebec manage issues relating to
homophobia on their campuses.

Last fall, Sofia, who asked that
her last name not be used, filed
an internal human rights com-
plaint with Concordia following
comments made by a coworker at
IITS, which she thought to be ha-
rassment and discriminatory. 

The university dismissed her

complaint based on a recommen-
dation made by Employee Rela-
tions staff that concluded, “the
comment (‘that is so gay’ or ‘what
a homo’) made by the respondent
had not been directed at the com-
plainant.” 

The document also states that,
“The action of engaging into ar-
gumentative discussions with an
openly gay individual that hap-
pens to study women’s studies on
the subjects mentioned above
does not constitute harassment.” 

Following the dismissal of her
complaint, Sofia enlisted the help
of the Centre for Research-Action
on Race Relations and then went
to the Quebec Human Rights and
Youth Rights Commission, who
have accepted the complaint. 

The case is now scheduled to
enter mediation in November
and will be the first case of this
nature since the introduction of
the Quebec government’s “Action
Plan Against Homophobia,”
which recommends—among
other things—that universities
adopt training programs regard-
ing homophobia in the work-
place. 

According to Fo Niemi, the ex-
ecutive director of CRARR, this
means that the upcoming negoti-
ations could set a significant
precedent regarding sensitivity
training at universities, the lack
of which Sofia thinks is one of the
main sources of the problem. 

“The university really needs to
start training their employees be-

fore they put them to work—this
is 2012, this is Concordia, this is
Montreal,” said Sofia. “There
aren’t many excuses for this be-
havior. If they don’t institute
training, this kind of thing could
happen again.”

But those who work closely
with the Concordia procedure say
the problem extends beyond just
Sofia’s case and have called into
question the university’s overall
effectiveness when dealing with
human rights complaints them-
selves.

“The biggest problem we have
is that the remedies take the du-
ration of the student’s stay and
then [the students] are gone,”
said Walter Chi-yan Tom of the
CSU Legal Information Clinic,

who aided Sofia in launching her
complaint. 

A submission recently sent by
the CSU Legal Information Clinic
to the working group that will be
involved in the Universal Peri-
odic Review on Canada—which is
a UN branch responsible for re-
porting on human rights in a
given country—tries to demon-
strate what it calls the “systemic
ineffectiveness of Concordia Uni-
versity’s procedural infrastruc-
ture in handling human rights
complaints and the resulting im-
pediment to students’ access to
justice.”

Due to extenuating circum-
stances, representatives from
Concordia could not be reached
for a comment by press time. 

CONU STUDENT’S COMPLAINT ACCEPTED BY QUEBEC
HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

PHOTO RILEY SPARKSConcordia recently purchased the fifth and sixth floor of The Faubourg on Ste. Catherine St.
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BY MEGAN DOLSKI
@MEGANDOLSKI

With byelections approaching,
the Fine Arts Student Alliance is
ready for take two. 

Since FASA’s general elections,
held this past spring, the associa-
tion’s executive has gradually fallen
apart, dwindling from an initial
team of six executives down to two.   

First, newly elected VP Clubs
and Services Erika Couto turned
down her position immediately
upon receiving it, explaining that
she was unsure whether or not she
would be returning to Concordia. 

The summer saw VP External
Gabrielle Provost and VP Finance
Anas Bouslikhane resign, both cit-
ing “personal reasons” for their re-
spective departures. 

Most recently, at October’s coun-
cil meeting, a fourth executive, VP
Internal Rebecca Spencer, resigned.
Spencer explained that her decision
was made based on the fact that she
will be graduating in December and
would like to open the position for a
candidate capable of staying for the
entire academic year. 

“All of their reasons for leaving
were individual and personal and all
had nothing really to do with FASA,

but rather each of their own per-
sonal lives,” said FASA President
Eva-Loan Ponton-Pham, one of two
remaining original executives. 

Ponton-Pham explained that
heading such a vacant executive has
been no easy feat—one she is more
than happy to move on from. 

“It was crazy for us, trying to
patch up the holes resulting from
being so understaffed,” she said.
Since FASA’s first official council
meeting, four executives have been
appointed to fill the voids in the in-
terim period prior to byelections, set
to take place from Nov. 5 to Nov. 7.

“Now that we are a team of six, it
is so much easier for us to work,”
said Ponton-Pham. “We can settle
down and focus on the upcoming
year that we really hadn’t had the
time to think about before now.” 

Photon-Pham said that prior to
receiving the shot in the arm, the as-
sociation had continued to function
and pursue its projects as planned,
but that certain delays had been in-
evitable due to a lack of staff.

Couto, who was initially elected
as VP Clubs and Services in the gen-
eral election, has now returned to fill
her old position as interim and is
running in the upcoming byelec-
tion—with hopes of being re-elected

to fill it permanently. 
She says that in addition to deal-

ing with vacancies, a poor handover
from last year’s executive has made
things particularly difficult. 

“We’ve been dealing with a lot of
problems that last year’s executive
left us and it’s really preventing us
from doing our work and moving
forward,” she said, citing a lack of
training and poor financial docu-
mentation as additional setbacks. 

Couto says that now that the
empty executive positions have
been filled in interim, the team is fo-
cusing on ensuring something like
this doesn’t happen again. 

“Basically we never want to leave
people in a position that we were left
in,” she said, explaining two of the
preventive measures the team is
working on as strengthening their
institutional memory through doc-
umentation and developing a new
budget model.

Considering their less-than-ideal
circumstances, Couto gave major
kudos to the two remaining execu-
tives for managing to keep FASA
from completely fizzling out during
recent months, as it easily could
have. 

“They’ve just been doing so
much work, and I think that the rea-

son FASA is on track—and to the
point where there is a visible future
where you can see that it is going to
get better—is because of these peo-
ple who have just worked like crazy
to ensure that the association moves
forward despite all of these set-
backs.”

Ponton-Pham is excited and
ready to start working with a new—
and hopefully complete—team. 

“I feel like there is a renewal of
interest towards FASA and making
it a better association that is more
sustainable and accessible to its
members,” she said. 

“I’m just looking forward to put-
ting FASA back on its feet, and to
undertake this reform that will help

the quality of student life for fine
arts students and hopefully get
them more involved within the as-
sociation.” 

Students who wish to run
for a FASA VP position can
submit nomination forms to
the FASA office in the VA
Building (1395 René-Lévesque
Blvd., VA 025) by Oct. 24 at
1:00 p.m. The positions avail-
able are VP Internal Relations,
VP External Relations, VP
Clubs and Services and VP Fi-
nance. The nomination form is
available at goo.gl/riHpA.

A search committee to find the next leader
of academic affairs at Concordia was an-
nounced Wednesday, with President Alan
Shepard chairing the team.

The provost, also VP Academic Affairs, is
the highest authority on academic concerns
at Concordia and a major advisor to the pres-
ident. 

The incoming provost will be relieving In-
terim Provost and VP Academic Affairs   Lisa
Ostiguy. 

“I think I am supposed to be on until July,
and [the search committee is] hoping a new
provost will be in place by then,” said Ostiguy
when she sat down with The Link last month.

“I am essentially keeping the seat warm,
maintaining the academic sector until a full
provost search can be carried out.”

July may be a few seasons away, but the
committee needs the time to make the best
choice, explained Chris Mota, director of
media relations for Concordia.

“[A year] is usually sort of a standard
length of time,” said Mota. “We are assuming
that, if you’re looking for someone qualified
for that position, they’re probably already
working at another university, so they have to
be seen through the year and come in the fall.”

In an email to The Link, VP Institutional
Relations and Secretary-General Bram Freed-
man confirmed the expected deadline for the
search to be July or August 2013, and echoed
the need for an adequate search period. 

“The search process for university admin-
istrators is a lengthy one,” he explained, since
the committee needs to discuss the criteria for
an ideal candidate and then bring it to the ac-
ademic faculties and the Senate. 

After that, a search consultant will identify
and contact the candidates on behalf of the
committee, which will then compile a list and
make a final recommendation to the Board of
Governors, according to Freedman. 

If no candidate is found by the summer,
Ostiguy—previously the chair of the Applied
Human Sciences department—said she is
prepared to continue past her mandate.

The committee will be made up of repre-
sentatives from each faculty, two student rep-
resentatives and the vice-chair of Concordia’s
Board of Governors, Marie-José Nadeau. 

President of the Graduate Students’ Asso-
ciation Daria Saryan and Simon-Pierre Lau-
zon, VP External of the Concordia Student
Union, will advocate on behalf of students
throughout the process. 

REFORMING A FALLEN FASA
Shorthanded Executive Awaits Much-Needed Byelection

The Quebec government has awarded a
grant of $71,250 to Oui Can Help!, a
French-language training service at Con-
cordia, to help expand its bursary initia-
tives and workshop program. 

“It’s a new program for universities;
usually it’s reserved only for companies,”
said Chanel Bourdon, project coordinator
for Oui Can Help! 

Known as Programme de soutien 
aux associations pour la promotion de 
la francisation dans les enterprises, 
the program is offered by the Office
québéçois de la langue française, which
extended the program to include universi-
ties this year. 

Concordia is the first school to win 
the newly available grant, said Bourdon
proudly. In an email provided to The 
Link, ConU’s Vice-Provost Teaching and
Learning Ollivier Dyens also confirmed
that a matched donation of $75,000 from 
the university added a further 150 bur-
saries for international students, worth
$500 each. 

The added money will also ensure 
Oui Can Help! can continue to provide
workshops and networking events to stu-

dents, such as the career panel Building
Your Career in French in Quebec, which
took place on campus last Monday. 

The speakers, predominantly made up
of Concordia alumni, stressed to students
the importance of knowing French if they
hope to succeed after graduation. 

“I wanted to work overseas; that has al-
ways been a dream of mine,” said Stephen
Jacobs, an engine simulation specialist for
CAE. 

“I saw that my skills as an anglophone
technician were not in high demand, but,
as a bilingual engineer, I could have my
choice of countries to work in.”

Sharon Fraenkel, director of Concordia
Alumni Relations, Sponsorships and
Events, also tried to impress upon the
young audience to need to seize the day. 

“[Concordia students] are in such a
wonderful situation. You have so many
opportunities, you have a wealth of tools
that are right there at the tip of your fin-
gers,” said Fraenkel. 

“Don’t go the easiest way, don’t go the
way of the least resistance. Challenge
yourself; speak in French, don’t be afraid,
be self-confident.” 

CONCORDIA BRIEFS

University Looking to Fill
Provost Position by Summer

Concordia Awarded Grant 
for French Bursaries

BY ANDREW BRENNAN @BRENNAMEN

GRAPHIC PAKU DAOUST-CLOUTIER
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BY VIVIEN LEUNG
@VIVIEN_LEUNG

The Burrito Project is attempt-
ing to break down the barriers be-
tween those living on and off the
streets—one burrito at a time. 

The collective distributes as
many burritos as it can to the hun-
gry and homeless every Sunday,
with the aim of establishing bonds
across social divides in our shared
city spaces. 

One of the project’s members,
Sky, explained that the organizers
of the project do not want to be
identified by name in articles about
the collective, as the entire initia-
tive would not be possible without
volunteers and donors. 

“We don’t like to take credit, be-
cause we recognize that it’s our
community that makes this possi-
ble.”

The Project
Sky and six of his friends

started the Burrito Project Mon-
treal in September 2011, when the
collective fundraised enough
money to try a first run. 

Since then, the project has es-
tablished a relationship with Con-
cordia co-op Le Frigo Vert, which
has agreed to sell a portion of the
vegan burritos rolled every week-
end to generate revenue. The
money raised—in addition to occa-
sional catering contracts and
weekly tortilla donations from
Burritoville—has enabled them to
continue. 

The project will be celebrating
its one-year anniversary on Sun-
day. 

Participants meet every week
on Sunday at the People’s Potato
kitchen on the seventh floor of
Concordia’s Hall Building. They
prepare ingredients to make salsa,
bean mix, bean paste and rice from
scratch, at a productive but enjoy-
able pace. 

The sensory experience of cook-
ing is heightened by the quantity
and mass of the ingredients. 

“At this scale, cooking is more
like painting than following a
recipe,” said Sky.

Once the components are
ready, sitting in industrial-size
stockpots, an assembly line is
formed to roll the burritos. Partic-
ipants sit down to enjoy the fruits
of their labour before cleaning up
and splitting into teams of two or
more on various distribution
routes—backpacks laden by a cou-
ple hundred warm, hearty vegan
burritos. 

Volunteers self-organize into
tasks they feel comfortable with
and are free to take a break when
they want. The atmosphere is akin
to friends cooking a meal at home. 

“That’s what’s great about the
collective—they don’t have to do
it,” said Sky. “Same with our volun-
teers: they choose to come out; it’s
something they want to do.”

On the Streets
That said, the strict weekly com-

mitment the Burrito Project holds
itself to isn’t always to keep up and
running. Organizers have found
themselves without volunteers. 

“We once rolled about 200 bur-
ritos between two people, and it
took eight hours,” said Sky. 

Requiring even more dedication
still is the next step—one that de-
mands delivering the burritos in the
winter, sometimes in -25 C weather. 

“The people who are in the col-
lective with me, they’ve stuck it
out,” said Sky. “Last year both
[Christmas and New Year’s Eve] fell
on Sundays, and they took those
days to do deliveries.” 

The Burrito Project Montreal
collective seems to find motivation
in strong convictions to bring to-
gether social interaction and food in
an anti-oppressive mission. Their
mandate is as much enmeshed in

the act of distributing burritos as in
the way they do it. 

The project aims to create a con-
text of engagement that is different
from existing organizations. 

“Soup kitchens require people
go to this facility and line up. It’s
very impersonal and there’s sort of
a top-down model,” said Sky. 

“The people who are ‘privileged,’
behind the counter, serve the peo-
ple who are supposedly less privi-
leged who just pass by and that’s
the end of the interaction.” 

The idea is that by approaching
people right on the street, an equal
footing is established. 

“We both physically and figura-
tively break down a barrier by being
on the same turf,” said Sky. “That
means a lot to us and from seeing
the reception, [the people on the
street] like it as well.”

They also make sure to respect
people’s choice to not want the
food. 

“We don’t want to make as-
sumptions about people’s posi-
tions,” said Sky. “Before asking if
they want a burrito, [we] ask, ‘Hey,
what’s up, what’s going on?’ Be-
cause that’s the important connec-
tion we want first.”

A Part of the Community 
Sky does not refer to the Burrito

Project as a “charity.” The word im-
plies the very power dynamics they
want to subvert. There is obviously
a two-way exchange happening,
and participants gain a lot from the
experience; at times immaterially,
but sometimes quite literally. 

“I’ve had people on the street ac-
tually give me stuff back,” said Sky.
“I had a sandwich I didn’t want and
he had a cookie he didn’t want so
[we traded.]”

Community-building is an es-
sential aspect of the project, 
and their attitude allows them 
to open meaningful lines of com-
munication. 

“Word is on the street that these
people are going to come by on
Sunday with burritos that are big
and good and warm,” said Sky. 

“That matters because it means
we’re building trust with people on
the street—that’s exactly what we
want.”

The project has gone through
different phases, depending on the
amount of regular volunteers and
seasonal needs of people on the
streets. 

There was a point when, beyond
delivering burritos, they also dis-
tributed books donated by the Con-
cordia Co-op Bookstore, socks and
gloves. This was facilitated by the
presence of more regular members. 

Now, of the seven original
founders, only three still live in
Montreal.

“We don’t have many volun-

teers, and that’s one of our biggest
limitations,” said Sky. “What we re-
ally need is people who will join the
collective and come week to week,
help organize events and be in reg-
ular contact with volunteers.” 

With a stable infrastructure in
place, the organization has the flex-
ibility to grow, and they’re inviting
more people to join their commu-
nity. 

“More people means the project
can grow more. We don’t know
what we can do unless we see more
volunteers showing up.” 

To volunteer, email burrito-
projectmontreal@gmail.com.
Don’t worry, they don’t bite—
instead, you’ll probably get to
bite into a delicious vegan bur-
rito in exchange for your help,
and your time.

Burrito Project Montreal Feeds Homeless and Hungry

BURRITOS, BICYCLES AND
BROKEN BARRIERS

PHOTOS BRANDON JOHNSTON
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Halloween came early to Mon-
treal this weekend, as the annual
Zombie Walk flooding the city’s
streets on Oct. 20. Thousands of
the undead paraded through the
Quartier des Spectacles, the Old
Port and Chinatown, entertaining
zombie fans and confused tourists
alike as they lurched forward.

Beginning at Place-des-Arts,
the crowd thickened by early after-
noon. Future zombies applied
makeup, and for those running
low, a merch stand—complete
with fake blood for sale—had been
erected. 

The crowd, which included

doctor zombies, raver zombies,
Victorian zombies, rockabilly zom-
bies and even the sheriff from The
Walking Dead, was led by a hearse
until it started pouring… rain, not
blood. 

As the clouds opened up and
scattered rainfall began, the zom-
bies growled at the grey sky and
marveled at the rainbow. But
when the real downpour started,
they hurried to the sidewalks of St.
Laurent Blvd. with uncharacteris-
tic speed, seeking shelter to keep
their mutilated faces from becom-
ing even more so.  

It all ended at the always hor-
ror-themed punk bar Katacombes,
for a true night of live music for
the living dead. 

BRIEFS

FOR THE LOVE
OF ZOMBIES

BY ANDREW BRENNAN, @BRENNAMEN

ConU Student Caught in Scam
An international student at Concordia is

claiming to have lost thousands of dollars in
a wire-transfer scam involving fraudulent
cheques, the Canadian Broadcast Corpora-
tion reported on Saturday. 

Abdul Ghaffar, a master’s student in
electrical engineering, said he was looking
for a job on Craigslist.  Ghaffar told the CBC
that his study permit restricts him from
working in Canada, which was why he was
specifically seeking a cash-paying gig over
the Internet. 

Ghaffar was hired to do some “home
general labour,” but when he went to cash
his cheques, all of them bounced, which re-
sulted in his bank account being frozen.

Honest Eels 
Former city engineer Gilles Suprenant

returned before the Charbonneau Com-
mission on Monday, reported The Gazette.

Surprenant testified to having received
more than $600,000 in illegal kickbacks
from local construction companies. 

Meanwhile, former construction mogul
Lino Zambito appeared on Radio-
Canada’s Tout le monde en parle talk
show following his appearance before the
commission. Zambito said that he believes
around 20 per cent of public officials are
corrupt.

Aboriginal Saint 
Thirty-two years after her beatification,

Kateri Tekakwitha has become the first
aboriginal saint following a mass-canon-
ization at the Vatican Sunday morning.
Tekakwitha, born in 1656 in New York
state, escaped persecution for her Chris-
tian faith by fleeing north, where she died
young at age 24. 

Known as “Lily of the Mohawks” she
lays at St. Francis-Xavier Church in Kah-
nawake, a native community just outside
of Montreal, and was the subject of
Leonard Cohen’s 1966 novel Beautiful
Losers. 

Bad News for Baby Beluga 
The juvenile beluga that strayed 500 km

from its home and spent the past month
near the Old Port of Montreal is at risk of
deadly disease if it returns to saltwater, ac-
cording to marine experts.

Robert Michaud, research director for
the Group for Research and Education on
Marine Mammals, spoke to the CBC about
the whale’s deteriorating condition. 

“The skin is all wrinkled,” he said. “He
could develop some infection.”

Scan the code to
check out The Link’s
Zombie Walk video

PHOTOS ALEXANDRU PETROSAN
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There are generally two options
when it comes to printmaking for
photographers.

You can go the do-it-yourself
way and risk an amateur aesthetic.
Or you can go to a commercial
printer where a technician will–in
exchange for a hefty fee–print your
images according to the company’s
specifications.

It’s not really picking the better
of two evils, but the scarcity of
choice does make it difficult for
photographers who opt for the DIY
route.

“Other artists, other photogra-
phers and visual artists who were
living in Montreal had no centre to
print their work, and access to good
calibrated monitors was not avail-
able at that moment in Montréal,”

said Noémie da Silva, one of the
four founders of Montreal’s newest,
and arguably most innovative
photo-processing lab, Le Cabinet. 

The facility is an artist-run pho-
tography laboratory that boasts
high-end equipment comparable to
that in commercial facilities, but for
a fraction of the price. 

After graduating from Concor-
dia’s photography program follow-
ing four years of having low-cost
processing facilities readily avail-
able for the students, the founders
of Le Cabinet saw something that
was entirely missing from a city
otherwise filled with art spaces—
somewhere to print the photos that
would one day be exhibited in those
galleries. 

“It’s also that, since there was no
space to print your work, there was
also no community in a way, no
meeting point,” said da Silva, co-

founder and current treasurer of
the business. 

Starting a photography lab,
however, is a completely different
process than opening most other
types of artist-run spaces. When
$20,000 scanners come into play,
there’s a lot more riding on the suc-
cess of the establishment, and quite
a bit more need for extensive fund-
ing. 

Starting with a $15,000 bank
loan, the founders then worked
with CDEC, a not-for-profit busi-
ness dedicated to working with
local entrepreneurs in order to as-
sist them in the tedious and often
confusing task of applying for gov-
ernment grants. 

The move paid off.
After a year and a half of plan-

ning, Le Cabinet was able to secure
a $10,000 grant from the govern-
ment to help with their start-up

fees. 
However, switching to the

business side of things was a
strange transition for the
artists, most whom have
never previously veered out
of their position of artist in
the photography scene. 

“I think we rewrote [our
business plan], like, three
times because it’s stuff we
never did; we didn’t have any
business training! Right now
I’m taking an accounting
course, can you imagine?”
laughs da Silva. “So yeah, we
have to learn the field. But it’s
fun, it’s part of the adventure

for sure.” 
One of the initiatives that Le

Cabinet offers artists is its residency
program, where for a set fee, pho-
tographers stay for a period of ei-
ther one week or one month. While
there, they get 24-hour access to
the lab, as well as an assigned work-
space and priority access to cali-
brated monitors. 

“It’s a good thing for artists who
want to experiment—we have very
good labs here that can print our
work in Montreal; we’re very lucky
for that,” said Laurent Lévesque, Le
Cabinet’s first artist-in-residency.
“We didn’t have an artist-run cen-
tre that can do the work that Le
Cabinet does the centre really has
something interesting for our art
scene.” 

As well as having access to pro-
fessional equipment any time inspi-
ration strikes, or more likely any
time that photographers can take a
break, the lab offers something that
commercial facilities cannot, some-
thing more than just saving money. 

“It’s very different [than a com-
mercial processor], you have a tech-
nician working with you. They are
really there to let you experience
any ideas you may have during the
printing process,” said Lévesque. 

“You know when you work with
photography you have a lot of dif-
ferent steps in your work, the time
when you take the picture, the time
where you need to work with the
photo, and after that, the printing
step is usually done in a lab where
you can’t enter, so when you can see

the whole process you can be sure
to be really happy with the result.” 

Creating an artist-based print-
ing scene in Montreal is something
da Silva said was missing from the
city. 

Although printing labs similar to
Le Cabinet exist outside of Quebec,
they are often in places that don’t
offer the commercial printing op-
tion, and are the only choice for
artists in less populous parts of the
province. 

Here, da Silva wants the lab to
be a choice for photographers who
want to cultivate a stronger arts
scene in the city, and a place for
artists to share experiences in order
to help one another. 

“It’s not just about producing
work, but also about creating a
community, sharing ideas and con-
tinuing research in photography,”
she said. “There was no space to go
and to make photos if you were an
artist using photography or visual
artists using photography in their
work.” 

Lévesque, who chose the space
after working with the other op-
tions available, agrees with da Silva
about the benefits of an artist-run
space. 

“The art world is so different
than other spheres and that’s really
precious to work with people, and
in all that process you have to an-
swer questions and sometimes you
have to answer them for yourself
but when you have other people
around to help you to think about
the way you work, it’s great.” 

Fringe ArtsFringe Arts

“It’s not just about producing work, but also
about creating a community, sharing ideas
and continuing research in photography”

— Co-founder of Le Cabinet Noémie da Silva

PHOTO ERIN SPARKS
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Psychedelic, experimental and
genre defying are some terms used
to describe the music of Montreal
orchestra Land of Kush. 

The man behind this grand en-
deavour is Sam Shalabi, prolific
musician and composer who has
performed as part of Shalabi Effect,
Molasses and Detention, among
others. 

Shalabi himself has a difficult
time describing his latest endeav-
our’s sound. The music is a blend of
so many different elements, it’s
hard to find a word that effectively
categorizes their sound. 

“In a weird way, I want to say
that what I do is experimental, but
I think that’s confusing for people,”

said Shalabi. 
When music is branded as ‘ex-

perimental’ people expect a certain
thing and Shalabi feels his music
doesn’t always fit the criteria. 

“My motivation for experiment-
ing is not to feel like I’m part of a
style of experimentation, but more
to learn and grow and take in new
things, which to me is experiment-
ing,” said Shalabi. “Art for art’s
sake—I’m not really into that. It’s
more to do something that’s inter-
esting and challenging.” 

Having never directed an or-
chestra before, figuring out the lo-
gistics of playing with so many
people and composing music for
such a large group provided him
with a new challenge.

Land of Kush was formed in

2001 when Shalabi was asked to be
a part of an Egyptian cultural night
at Casa del Popolo. The idea for the
group at the time was to bring to-
gether close to 40 musicians in an
attempt to recreate the Egyptian
orchestras of the ’60s and ’70s. 

Though the response from that
performance was good, Shalabi
said he felt dissatisfied with the re-
sult and soon lost interest. The
project fell by the wayside until
2006, when the idea came back to
him. For a second time, he was
asked to put the group together for
a big-band night at Casa. 

This time, instead of trying to
recreate the Egyptian orchestras,
Shalabi strived for a more modern
Middle Eastern sound blended
with elements of Western music in
an orchestrated format. 

In 2009, Land of Kush pro-
duced their first recording for Con-
stellation records called Against
the Day. The album was inspired
by Thomas Pynchon’s novel of the
same name. Their second record-
ing, Monogamy (2010), was 
inspired by Adam Phillips’ psycho-
analytic book, also of the same
name. 

“Big inspiration has always been
writing, literature,” he said. “Writ-
ers structure their work in different
ways than musicians and it’s inter-
esting to look at.” 

Shalabi’s unconventional way of
looking at the process of creating

and structuring music is one of the
reasons the end result falls outside
of labels and categories. 

“I don’t like music cultures very
much as inspiration, especially 
for composition,” he said. “I try to
have a life outside of music. I’m 
interested in so many other things.
In terms of the creative process,
that’s very important.” 

Equally important is allowing
the music to take on a life of its
own. Shalabi said he doesn’t always
know exactly what a piece is going
to sound like when he’s writing it. 

“Because the group is so big,
what you write you can only imag-
ine up to a certain point. When I
started writing for the group, what
I wrote would often not be what
happened,” he said. “Part of it is
that the music is composed, but
there’s improvisation and people
interpret the composition in differ-
ent ways. 

“The way that I look at this
group is that yeah, I write the
music, but I’m not the leader of the
group. There are other members
that take up responsibilities within
the group. When people see us
[live], they do get a sense that it’s
something that’s organic. You feel
like you’re part of something that’s
happening right there.” 

Land of Kush / Oct. 29 and
Oct. 30 / La Sala Rossa (4848
St. Laurent Blvd.) / $11.00

“I don’t like music cultures very much as inspiration, especially
for composition. I try to have a life outside of music. I’m
interested in so many other things. In terms of the creative
process, that’s very important.”

—Land of Kush Director Sam Shalabi

ORCHESTRATING
NEW GENRES
Montreal’s Land of Kush Pushes Musical Boundaries

Against the Day (2009)

Monogamy (2010)
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BY KATIE MCGROARTY
@KATIECMCG

Secluded in the backwoods of
upstate New York, the members of
Wintersleep got really, really good
at badminton last summer. 

“Yeah… We got super into that.
Like, it started to take up a little
too much of our time,” said Tim
D’eon, the band’s guitarist and
keyboardist. 

The band also got a chance to
practice rifle shooting—thanks to
the 17-year-old hunting aficionado
living next door to the studio who
took to spending his spare time
teaching indie rock musicians the
art of marksmanship. 

“He’d come over and chat us up
a little, but one day he comes back
with a rifle, and like, a target. So
he says, ‘Do you guys want to
shoot at this target?’ And we were
like, ‘Uhhh, I guess so?’” D’eon
said. 

“I’d never shot a gun before. So
that was pretty interesting. It kind
of hurt my shoulder a little bit, but
it was definitely interesting.” 

Not surprisingly, badminton
and rifle practice weren’t exactly
the purpose of their six-week re-
treat to Tarbox Road Studios in
Cassadaga, NY. 

The studio, where the likes of
MGMT and the Flaming Lips have
recorded, is the temporary home
of Dave Fridmann, who over two
three-week sessions produced
Hello Hum, Wintersleep’s latest
album released in early June. 

“Our last record we recorded in

Montreal but the biggest bummer
about that was getting stuck in
traffic everyday on the way to the
studio and on our way back, it
would take up three hours of your
day basically just travelling,” said
D’eon. 

“This time, we could be com-
pletely immersed in the recording
process.” 

And so they were. One of the
many perks of living in a recording
studio—apart from the badminton
court—were the rooms stockpiled
with every instrument imaginable. 

The band was encouraged to
use these instruments at all hours
of the day and night by co-produc-
ers Tony Doogan (Belle and Sebas-
tian, David Byrne) and Fridmann. 

“The sleeping arrangements
were kind of isolated from the
recording area, so if you wanted to
go or have an idea, you could go
with it all night if you wanted,”
said D’eon. 

“Actually, the first song on the
record, ‘Hum,’ was one of those
sessions. When we went in to do
the recording, we just kind of did
it off the cuff. Dave really liked it
and was like, ‘We should totally
work on this more and try to put it
on the record.’ We all agreed and
it ended up on the record.” 

Their latest album may not
sound too different from their pre-
vious releases, but the change in
recording location did spark a
change, if not a slight one, in
sound. Paired with the addition of
a new producer, the band aimed to
make an album that tried some-

thing new, but wouldn’t be pegged
as experimental. 

“That’s kind of the thing, [Frid-
mann] really pushed us to try new
stuff out, and the way the he mixes
he really tried to incorporate those
kinds of things,” he said. 

“We wanted to make sure that
we didn’t go too far, we didn’t
want to alienate anyone, but it has
a little bit of a different sound, and
I think it was all of our favourite
recording experiences.” 

Although Doogan produced
their last album, New Inheritors,
this time around was the band’s
first time working with Fridmann.
The two producers had worked to-
gether previously, but a sort of re-
union between the two who hadn’t

worked together in “five or 10
years” happened when the group
arrived in New York to start
recording. 

“[The recording session] was
great, I mean, we all just kind of let
things roll,” said D’eon. 

“We never really say we’re
going to make this kind of record
or like, we’re going to use these
specific instruments of anything
like that, and this time we were al-
lowed to experiment quite a bit,
we marked loops on a lot of ran-
dom tape, and had access to a ton
of instruments.” 

“I mean, the studio is just jam-
packed with stuff, he said that he
really wanted us to experiment,
and he didn’t even have to be

there; we could record it ourselves
and send him the files and he
would take a look at them, so that
was pretty cool.” 

After practically six weeks of
isolation, the band was able to
cross back over the border intact,
with a fourth album under their
belt and high hopes for their up-
coming tour, which is planned to
be their longest to date. 

That is, if they’re able to find at
least a few badminton courts while
on the road. 

Wintersleep w/ Elliott
Brood / Oct. 27 / Corona The-
atre (2490 Notre-Dame St. W.)
/ 9:00 p.m. / $29.40 advance,
$31.90 door

Wintersleep Emerges From Their
Slumber With New LP

LIT
1. Local Legends Reading Series:
Barry Webster 
Oct. 24
Concordia Community 
Solidarity Co-op Bookstore 
(2150 Bishop St.) 
7:00 p.m.
FREE

FILM
2. The Complete Woody Allen
Oct. 12 to Nov. 22
Cinema du Parc 
(3575 Parc Ave.)
$8.50 student, $11.50 general 

3. Cinema Politica: Blokada
Oct. 29
Concordia University (1455 de
Maisonneuve Blvd. W., H-110)
7:00 p.m.
PWYC

4. The War You Don’t See
Oct. 24
School of Community & Public
Affairs Students’ Association
(2149 Mackay St.)
7:00 p.m.
FREE

5.Vivek Shraya: What I Love
About Being Queer
Oct. 27
Concordia Community Solidar-
ity Co-op Bookstore (2150
Bishop St.) 
7:00 p.m.
FREE

THEATRE
6. The Rocky Horror Picture
Show Halloween Ball
Oct. 26
Cinéma Impérial 
(1430 Bleury St.) 
8:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.
$17.95 advance, $19.95 door 

MUSIC
7. Swans + A Hawk and a Hacksaw
Oct. 26
La Tulipe (4530 Papineau St.)
6:00 p.m.
$20.00 advance, $25.00 door

FRINGE CALENDAR
OCT. 23 – OCT. 29

23 24 25 26 27 28 29
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PHOTO OF THE WEEK

Cyclo Nord-Sud held a used bike collection on Sunday at Co-op la Maison Verte in Notre-Dame-de-Grâce. The Montreal non-profit sends used bikes to developping countries, last year
collecting nearly 4,000 from all over Quebec. The bikes collected on Sunday are going to Haiti as part of a special school project to provide an entire school staff and students with bicycles.  

PHOTO LESLIE SCHACHTER

BOXSCORES
WEEK OF OCT. 15 TO 21

SATURDAY, OCT. 20

FRIDAY, OCT. 19

SUNDAY, OCT. 21

UPCOMING GAMES
THIS WEEK IN CONCORDIA SPORTS

26

27

6:00 p.m. Men’s Rugby at Université de Montréal Carabins
6:30 p.m. Women’s Soccer at Sherbrooke Vert et Or
7:30 p.m. Men’s Hockey vs. RMC Paladins (Ed Meagher Arena)
8:00 p.m. Women’s Basketball at Guelph vs. Toronto Varsity Blues
8:30 p.m. Men’s Soccer at Sherbrooke Vert et Or

Men’s Soccer – Concordia 1, Université du Québec à Montréal 0
Women’s Basketball – Concordia 54, Carleton University 66

Women’s Soccer – Concordia 2, Université du Québec à Montréal 0

Football – Concordia 21, Université de Sherbrooke 48
Men’s Basketball – Concordia 85, University of Regina 96

Men’s Hockey – Concordia 2, State University of New York at Plattsburgh 4
Women’s Basketball – Concordia 46, Wilfred Laurier University 50

Women’s Hockey – Concordia 1, Carleton University 3

Men’s Basketball – Concordia 89, University of Saskatchewan 80
Men’s Hockey – Concordia 3, University of Ottawa 5

Women’s Basketball – Concordia 80, Dalhousie University 76
Women’s Hockey – Concordia 2, Université de Montréal 4

Women’s Rugby – Concordia 12, McGill University 3
Women’s Soccer – Concordia 4, Bishop’s University 0

THURSDAY, OCT. 18 Men’s Basketball – Concordia 74, Lakehead University 90

1:00 p.m. Women’s Rugby at Réseau du sport étudiant du Québec Championship vs. 
Laval Rouge et Or

1:00 p.m. Football vs. Laval Rouge et Or (Concordia Stadium, TSN 990, webcast SSN)
7:00 p.m. Men’s Hockey at RMC Paladins
7:00 p.m. Women’s Hockey at Ottawa Gee-Gees
7:00 p.m. Women’s Basketball at Guelph Gryphons

1:00 p.m. Men’s Soccer vs. Laval Rouge et Or (Concordia Stadium) 
2:00 p.m. Women’s Basketball at York Lions
3:00 p.m. Women’s Soccer vs. Laval Rouge et Or (Concordia Stadium)
3:00 p.m. Women’s Hockey vs. McGill Martlets (Ed Meagher Arena)

28

WEDNESDAY, OCT. 17 Men’s Hockey – Concordia 3, Université du Québec à Trois-Rivières 6
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BY YACINE BOUHALI

At the CEPSUM Arena, you
could feel that the Carabins’ first
home season game was a special
one. It was in the air—specifically,
in the booming words of 
announcer Michel Lacroix; the of-
ficial voice of the Montreal Cana-
diens. 

In a game where odds were
stacked against them, Concordia’s
women’s hockey team played with
poise and passion, but came short
of spoiling the Université de Mon-
tréal season opener, heading to
the locker rooms under a 4-2
scoreboard. 

Playing with nine rookies on
the roster, the Stingers seemed
disorganized in their own zone
during the game’s opening min-
utes, and they paid the price early. 

Only 1:13 into the game, Cara-
bin forward Ariane Barker opened
the scoring when she finished off
a beautiful play orchestrated by
linemate Josianne Legault. Before
the end of the first period, Betty
Jouanny doubled the lead for the
home team, who also led in shots
on goal 21-8 after the first. 

In a strange decision right be-
fore the beginning of the second
period, the referees penalized the
Stingers for delay of game be-

cause the squad was late coming
back on the ice after the first in-
termission. 

Things got worse for the
Stingers when the Carabins
quickly took advantage of that
penalty and added to their lead.
Just 26 seconds into the second,
Kim Deschênes gave a three-goal
lead to the Carabins. 

A minute later, however, the
momentum completely changed. 

Tripped on a breakaway,
Stingers right-winger Erin Lally
was awarded a penalty shot. The
Calgary native didn’t miss her
great opportunity to bring the
Maroon and Gold back into the
game. The Stingers bench erupted
when Lally found the back of the
net with a beautiful deke that sim-
ply dazzled the Carabins goal-
tender. 

“I always watch what the goalie
is doing,” said Lally. “If she’s too
far out of her crease then I’m
gonna deke her.” 

Lally’s penalty shot goal gave a
huge boost to the Stingers, who
played the last two periods with
confidence. 

“We started to believe that we
could score more goals and the
girls were simply on fire,” said as-
sistant coach Caroline Ouellette. 

Showing cohesion and leader-

ship, Concordia won most of the
one-on-one battles and spent the
majority of the second period in
their rivals’ zone. Goaltender Car-
olanne Lavoie-Pilon gave the
Stingers even more reason to be
confident, making several big
saves that kept her team in the
game. 

Before the second intermis-
sion, Véronique Laramée-Paque-
tte brought yet more hope to the
Concordia squad when she scored
on a one-timer from Alyssa Sher-
rard. 

After the huge momentum
shift in the second, the Stingers
had out-played their opponent
and cut their lead to only one
goal. Hopes for their first win of
the season were realistic. 

But during the opening sec-
onds of the third period, the
Stingers were once again penal-
ized for being undisciplined and,
as before, the Carabins made
them regret it. With a brilliant in-
dividual effort, star player 
Deschênes scored her second
power-play goal of the game and
gave back a two-goal lead to
UdeM. 

Hoping to cut the lead, the
Stingers played their hearts out
after that goal. Coach Les Lawton
pulled his goaltender during the

last minute to give his team every
chance to make a comeback, but it
was too little, too late—the
Stingers lost a hard-fought game. 

Coach Lawton, who is in his
31st season as the Stingers coach,
was satisfied with how his team
played. 

“For sure you’re never happy
when your team doesn’t get the
two points, but I was happy with
our team performance tonight.
We played with emotion, players
stepped up and our goaltending
was good.” 

For a team that played with
only 11 forwards and whose de-
fensive squad is mainly composed
of rookies, Lawton’s satisfaction

with the team’s performance is
justifiable.

Not to mention that starting
goaltender Lavoie-Pilon, who is
still considered a rookie because
she did not play a single game last
year. 

“It’s a real learning time for us
and we got one of the best players
in the world that is helping us
right now,” said Lawton, referring
to Ouellette, his assistant coach.
He noted that the three-time
Olympic gold medallist has
brought leadership to the coach-
ing staff. 

“The players are buying more
into it when it comes from some-
one of that calibre,” said Lawton. 

Rookie-Heavy Stingers Impress Despite Loss Against Powerful UdeM

PHOTOS ALICE DU LACThe Concordia Stingers Women’s Hockey team fell to national second-placed Université de Montréal Carabins at CEPSUM stadium on Friday.

FUTUREA



Come to The Link’s copy editing
workshop Friday afternoon to get a
master class from Copy Editor Alex 

Manley on how to clean up your copy
without taking a DustDevil to your lap-

top screen. He’ll teach you the difference
between ‘who’ and ‘whom’ and how to

use m-dashes—or your money back. 

ASSEMBLY-LINE DEGREES, CRIPPLING STUDENT
DEBT, UNEMPLOYMENT…
THINK EDUCATION NEEDS SOME INNOVATION?
GET SOME OF THOSE IDEAS IN PRINT AS PART
OF THE LINK’S EDUCATION ISSUE.

EMAIL MANAGING@THELINKNEWSPAPER.CA TO
PITCH IDEAS AND BE PART OF THE SOLUTION.



A LITTLE CONTEXT: CUPFA PRESIDENT SPEAKS OUT •  PAGE 19OpinionsOpinions

BY ALEX MANLEY @ALEX_ICON

God, they say, works in myste-
rious ways. Bad news is often just
good news waiting to reveal it-
self, if only you wait it out for a
little. 

On Oct. 18, for instance,
Newsweek magazine announced
that, starting at the end of the
year, it would no longer be a
print publication. To many in the
media, this came as a blow.
Newsweek’s been around for al-
most 80 years. 

It’s an institution. 
The day that Newsweek an-

nounced the end of an era, the
cover story that was gracing
stands carried the lofty headline
“Heaven Is Real.” 

Better believe it. It’s “A Doc-
tor’s Experience of the Afterlife.”
So it’s hard not to feel like this is
a message from on high—from
Newsweek’s new Editor-in-Chief
Tina Brown, that is—that it’s just
their time. They’re ready to go. 

“Heaven Is Real,” really? A
first-person report from an
American neurosurgeon named
Eben Alexander about the coma
dream he had in 2008? 

That’s embarrassing. There’s
no way around it. There’s no ifs,
ands or buts. No matter what you
believe about death and whether
or not humans have immortal
souls, that’s not journalism. 

It would be laughable on the
cover of The National Enquirer
or one of the other fact-phobic
supermarket tabloids. For a mag-
azine that’s placed on racks next
to Time and the New Yorker, this
is credibility suicide. 

There’s not a bone in my body
that believes that the entire

masthead of Newsweek has
begun believing in the heaven de-
scribed in the story, with its
“puffy, pink-white” clouds. This
is a move as craven as it is
greedy. 

Brown evidently decided try-
ing to be taken seriously by intel-
ligent readership wasn’t as
profitable as pandering to the
masses with a big hook and no
substance—which is sad, since
there’s an interesting story in
there.

Some people claim to have ex-
periences of the afterlife while in
a coma state, and from the
sounds of it, Alexander’s experi-
ence, which he claims occurred
while his cortex was “turned off,”
invites investigation.

The fact that a neurosurgeon’s
near-death experience convinced
him there’s an afterlife—albeit a
neurosurgeon who considered
himself somewhat of a Christian
to begin with—is a neat story in
and of itself. But it’s not reason

enough to give him an unfil-
tered platform. 

Done right, by a journal-
ist, this story could have
had interviews with people
who’ve had similar experi-
ences—then interviews with
doctors and scientists to ex-
plore how it might be possi-
ble for these people to so
strongly believe they’ve ex-
perienced the supernatural. 

A well-written piece like
that could, without coming
down on either side, speak
to both believers and athe-
ists about the fate that
awaits us all, explore how
little we still know about
our brains and the relation-

ship between them and our con-
sciousnesses—and could include
more than just a Christian-cen-
tric view of the universe. 

That’s not what Newsweek
did, though. 

Instead, they let one guy claim
with a straight face that his hip-
pie-dippy heaven experience
somehow supersedes every other
dream in human history. 

However firmly he believes
that he saw a real, actual vision of
the afterlife—and his flowery
rendition of the experience
sounds suspiciously like a dream
someone might have about a
heaven they’ve heard a lot about
in popular culture—no serious
publication would treat his words
as gospel. 

If “Heaven Is Real” is that be-
lievable, at what point do some-
one’s firmly held dream-based
beliefs become non-credible? 

Newsweek took heat earlier
this year when a cover story
about Barack Obama by Niall
Ferguson was torn apart online
for containing numerous factual
inaccuracies. But it seems like
rather than working fact-check-
ing into their editing process, the
magazine decided to run stories

that simply couldn’t be fact-
checked, period. 

So what now? There’s a cer-
tain irony to the coincidence that
a story about the afterlife was on
stands the same day the maga-
zine announced they’d be shed-
ding their physical bodies to
reside solely in the digital realm,
a pure future-space unrestricted
by a weekly schedule or page
counts (or ad revenue). 

What the coming years will
hold for Newsweek Global, as
their new venture will be called,
remains to be seen, however. 

Brown admitted that jobs will
be lost in the changeover. Hope-
fully, ex-Newsweek employees
will be able to find work some-
where that puts out content that
matters. 

But for publications that re-
spond to the slow demise of print
media by turning to the dark
side—the brainless, sensational-
izing side—it’s hard to feel all
that bad about their own deaths. 

If Newsweek keeps on pump-
ing out attention-grabbing, jour-
nalism-flouting nonsense like
this going forward, it’s not mag-
azine heaven it’ll be going to in
2013, it’s the other one.  

For publications that respond to the
slow demise of print media by
turning to the dark side—the
brainless, sensationalizing side—it’s
hard to feel all that bad about their
own deaths.

DO ALL MAGS GO TO 
HEAVEN?

Newsweek’s Bad Week and the Print Media Afterlife

GRAPHIC GRAEME SHORTEN ADAMS



OpinionsOpinions the link • october 23, 2012 
thelinknewspaper.ca/ops18

CANADIAN PRESIDENTIAL SALARIES

STUDENT POPULATION
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Last week’s article “Paying the President,”
which addressed the salary of our fearless leader
Alan Shepard, has raised some questions. 

As Concordia University Part-Time Faculty
Association President Maria Peluso rightly points
out on the next page, students and the commu-
nity need more information to make an informed
an opinion about the how deserving Shepard is

of his increase in income. 
While The Link stands by its position—that

the president should not be receiving cost-of-liv-
ing raises while the unions rot in contract limbo—
it is important to note that Shepard is nowhere
near the top of the pay scale when it comes to
Canadian university presidents. Nevertheless,
most universities have not earned such a promi-

nent place under the public microscope as ConU. 
It’s also important to note that Shepard is the

only individual on this list serving their first pres-
idential term. 

The graphic below depicts some of the top
base salaries collected by those joining Shepard
as the head of their respective schools—as well as
the number of students attending each. 
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BY HILARY SINCLAIR, @HILARYSINCLAIR

THE GRASS IS ALWAYS
GREENER AT THE TOP
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While I do not share Noam Chom-
sky’s entire thesis about the media in
his infamous Manufacturing Con-
sent, his attack on the selective com-
passion the media demonstrates on
public policy in particular is evident
in The Link’s article about the salary
allocated to Dr. Alan Shepard, Con-
cordia’s new president and vice-
chancellor. 

One cannot select some facts to
manufacture half-truths and ignore
others. Context is critical. To the dis-
may of many, it is what our current
media does with issues like labour, the
environment—or, as we recall, the
abysmal selective reporting about the
recent Quebec student “strike.” 

We can decry apparently large
salaries when we see them absent
from the context they were created
under, but we should recognize that
Concordia’s need for its new president
was likely greater than his need to
come here. 

We must further realize that
salaries in Ontario are generally
higher than here in Quebec and, what-
ever it may look like from the outside,
Dr. Shepard’s salary is probably within
the range of a “competitive rate.”

No one who is in public service is
comparatively paid what is warranted.
The salaries given to lead and manage
a public institution are a small pit-
tance compared to the corporate
salaries of, say, bank presidents. 

As well, publishing the salaries of
other university presidents in Quebec
would have provided some meaning-

ful context. 
Dr. Shepard’s salary is not out of

line. There was little or no compara-
tive analysis provided to readers of
other university presidents, or some
enlightened comparisons of the
salaries doled out to corporate presi-
dents vs. university presidents—or
even hospital presidents. 

This type of information would
have been vital for readers to then ar-
rive at an informed opinion. 

An informed opinion is a valuable
commodity itself at Concordia, as our
institution takes steps to restore good
governance and rebuild its collective
faith in our mission. 

A cornerstone to informed opinion
is transparency, and on this score we
must applaud the actions of the Board
of Governors and our new president to
be forthcoming on the details of this
new contract. 

Many of the recommendations of
the Shapiro Report, the recent audits
about the contracts awarded to senior
administrators and the financial data
which is now provided (see financial
documentation of Senate meeting of
Sept. 14) are marked improvements
on what was once denied in the past. 

Though some may have forgotten
it, the context with the departure of
our last University president, was one
of transparency, the right to know and
the millions wasted with the golden
parachutes that accompany such de-
partures. 

Perhaps the greater question is
whether the model of dependency and

the imposed corporatization on insti-
tutions of higher learning that have
been established by governments are
actually benefitting anyone. 

Concerns were not limited to the
most senior of administrators, but
more so the hundreds of senior staff
who have been politely badgered to
leave or retire. Over one-third of the
Association of Concordia University
Management and Administrative Em-
ployees’ members have been let go—at
incredible costs. 

The worst of these departures has
been the destruction in the last 10
years of collective memory and of a
university community that once had a
heartbeat. A Concordia  community
that took decades to weave has be-
come unraveled. 

New bureaucrats are hired from
outside the university, while others get
promoted to positions that were once
for faculty who administrated the in-
stitution that they were loyal to. 

Our faculty, whether tenured or
part-time, are ignored and no longer
respected to run the academy they
share with other stakeholders—the
students they serve. 

If you take the bargaining tables of
the university’s negotiating team for
CUPFA as an example, you will note
that no one is an academic or repre-
sents academic perspectives on sub-
stantial issues. 

Worse, little is even understood of
whether the administration of any
particular article advanced will be suc-
cessful. Many of the articles in our cur-

rent collective agreement are not
properly administrated now. 

At one time, all the negotiators on
a university’s bargaining team for the
faculty associations were composed of
academics, and for good reason. 

The number of unions on campus
speaks to the lack of faith in the com-
munity and in the public good. In such
a climate, there haven’t been any de-
velopments to credibly establish that
any union or association can success-
fully go forward. 

Concordia has offered its new pres-
ident a salary that is both within the
range of the competitive rate and re-
flects our estimation of his skills and
ability to lead us forward. We have the
right to expect that he is deserving of
that salary and to hold him account-
able for his leadership. 

We expect that he will in turn ex-
tend that same respect to all the con-
stituents of the Concordia community;
to recognize the importance of mem-
bers from each sector: students, staff,
part-time and full-time faculty—and
fight to give them their best valuation. 

In the past, administrations have
been too willing to accept generous
salaries, cost-of-living adjustments
and other benefits for themselves,
only to turn around and say to others
that “budgets are tight and we must all
sacrifice.”

We hope that our new president
will not embrace this too-familiar re-
frain and instead prove to us that he
can find a budget solution that is a
“win-win” for all. 

“DR. SHEPARD’S SALARY
IS NOT OUT OF LINE.”

As President of one of the largest labour and faculty associations at Concordia,
the Concordia University Part-time Faculty Association, I take issue with the
article “Paying the President” published in The Link on Oct. 16, 2012. 

BY MARIA PELUSO, CUPFA PRESIDENT
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BY MICHAEL WROBEL
@MICHAEL_WROBEL

For people elected through a
democratic process, our federal
and provincial governments cer-
tainly have an odd and profound
dislike for our democratic insti-
tutions. 

Over the past few years, we
have seen an unparalleled as-
sault on Canadian parliamentary
democracy. Legislatures across
the country have been reduced
to ceremonial status by succes-
sive governments that have
sought to stifle debate and cen-
tralize power in the offices of the
prime minister and the pre-
miers. 

In 2008, Prime Minister
Stephen Harper prorogued Par-
liament in order to avoid a vote
of non-confidence brought for-
ward by opposition members of
Parliament. If the vote had pro-
ceeded, his government would
have been defeated and either a
coalition of other parties would
have risen to power or an elec-
tion would have been called. 

In 2009, Harper again pro-
rogued Parliament, this time for
three months. While the govern-
ment claimed that it wanted to
focus attention on the Vancou-
ver Olympics, opposition MPs
said Harper prorogued in order

to avoid criticism over the Cana-
dian Forces’ treatment of Afghan
detainees. 

The decline in the importance
of Canadian legislatures has only
accelerated since then, unfortu-
nately, thanks to the use of tac-
tics like prorogation, closure and
omnibus budget bills, which sti-
fle debate and curtail the oppo-
sition’s ability to question the
government’s legislative agenda. 

Prorogation does so by liter-
ally padlocking the doors of Par-
liament. Closure does so by
speeding bills through the legis-
lature. An omnibus budget bill
does so by hiding changes to ex-
isting laws within a bill that can
be hundreds of pages long,
meaning legislators don’t get the
chance to adequately debate its
contents. 

The federal Conservatives
have tabled not one, but two om-
nibus budget bills this year. The
first omnibus “budget bill” last
spring made sweeping changes
to non-budgetary legislation,
from environmental laws to em-
ployment insurance. 

The second omnibus budget
bill, which is before Parliament
right now, affects everything
from the Navigable Waters Act
to the building of a bridge be-
tween Windsor, ON and Detroit. 

This federal government has

also invoked closure to put an
end to a debate on a bill and pro-
ceed to a vote, speeding legisla-
tion through Parliament without
adequate debate. 

The assault on democracy
isn’t limited to the federal level,
however. Premier of British Co-
lumbia Christy Clark announced
there will be no fall legislative
session in that province this
year; the legislature will not
meet to pass laws or debate cur-
rent events. 

Rather than answering for
her policies in Question Period,
the B.C. premier will instead be
consulting with voters this fall,
in advance of a spring provincial
election. The opposition is un-
derstandably angry that their
voices in the legislature are es-
sentially being silenced.

This is not to say that closure
and prorogation are new tricks—
they’ve been used before. Liberal
Prime Minister Jean Chrétien, 
for instance, controversially
used prorogation in 2002 and
again in 2003. 

Some have alleged that he did
so to avoid scathing reports on
the sponsorship scandal. Others

have said he prorogued to allow
his successor, Paul Martin, to as-
sume office more easily. 

The tactic is almost as old as
the country itself, in fact. Prime
Minister Sir John A. Macdonald
prorogued Parliament in 1873 to
avoid criticism over his involve-
ment in the Pacific Scandal, a
controversy involving bribes ac-
cepted by members of his gov-
ernment. 

Closure and omnibus budget
bills are also not new, but the
frightening new trend uses these
tactics more frequently and in-
discriminately. 

Stephen Harper, Christy
Clark and Dalton McGuinty have
led us down a very slippery, pre-
viously unexplored path by
pushing the boundaries of what
were supposed to be procedural
devices to be used only in excep-
tional circumstances. 

The solution to these con-
cerning problems is twofold. 

Firstly, governing legislators
need to develop a newfound re-
spect for our parliamentary sys-
tem. We need to put to rest this
prevalent belief among the polit-
ical class that this assault on

democracy is an acceptable form
of political maneuvering. 

Secondly, our governments
need to enact legislation that re-
verses this decline of parliamen-
tary powers and controls how
the invocation of closure, the
prorogation of Parliament and
the bundling of unrelated pieces
of legislation into excessively
large omnibus budget bills may
be used by power-hungry gov-
ernments. 

Quebec seems to be leading
the country by example. When
Jean Charest prorogued the
Quebec National Assembly in
2011, he did so for only one day.
The parliamentary session
ended on Feb. 22 and a new par-
liamentary session began the
following day. 

Charest prorogued to reset
his government’s agenda with a
new session and a new inaugural
speech. He did not prorogue to
avoid criticism or stifle debate. 

The rest of the country needs
to take a hint. Frequent use of
prorogation, closure and om-
nibus bills is an abuse of power
and an affront on democracy
that needs to end. 

DISRESPECTING
THE PROCESS
The Decline of Parliament in 
Federal & Provincial Governments

Stephen Harper, Christy Clark and Dalton
McGuinty have led us down a very slippery,
previously unexplored path by pushing the
boundaries of what were supposed to be
procedural devices to be used only in
exceptional circumstances. 

BY SANAZ HASSANPOUR

What do you think of ConU President Alan Shepard getting a $7,000 cost-of-living adjustment raise on his $350,000 salary?

“Well, I mean, it’s not that big of
a difference. Everything goes up,
no matter what you do. I mean,
even your tuition is gonna go up.
Even if Pauline Marois took over,
she is gonna have to somewhat or
somewhere increase the tuition or
increase taxes or whatever. So, it is
the same thing for this one. The
cost of life goes up.”

—Spiridoula Kapeleris,
BA History

“It’s kinda silly because his
salary is already high. Three hun-
dred fifty thousand is already [the
cost of a house] by itself. Why
would you even need more? […]
They have to even it out. If you are
already over $100,000, you are
not getting that much more re-
sponsibility.”

—Jean Wehee,
BEng Mechanical

“The fact that the president is
getting this increase and nurses
and other staff in school are not
getting this increase, I feel that it
is not fair that the president
should have such a raise while
other people […] are not receiving
this kind of an increase.”

—Cynthia Machado,
BA English Literature

“Seeing as this is a new presi-
dent, we haven’t seen the results of
what he can do. So maybe seven
thousand is a bit much. We
haven’t seen any results. 

Three hundred fifty thousand
dollars versus $357,000? Yes, it’s
not a huge difference, but
$350,000 is still a very good salary
to give someone and we haven’t
seen what he has done for school
or for the students.” 

—Marc Batty,
BEng Electrical

“Focusing on the president’s
salary amount is not relevant.
What is relevant is to look at other
presidents’ salaries and compare
the amounts. 

Even with its increase, the
salary of Concordia’s president is
still lower than McGill and UdeM’s
presidents. It is important to in-
crease the president’s salary to an
amount that is relatively reason-
able in comparison to other uni-
versities.”

—Sarah Massicotte,
BAdmin Administration 

Heard in the Hall:

PHOTO MICHAEL WROBEL
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Get Tested.
A friend recently complained to me that she had been regularly

bleeding between periods. After asking her a few questions, I men-
tioned that bleeding between periods could be a symptom of
Chlamydia. 

I didn’t really think much before mentioning it because she had
shared a lot of personal information with me and I thought I could
speak freely with her. Despite asking for my opinion, she was of-
fended by my suggestion that she might have a Sexually Transmit-
ted Infection and accused me of calling her ‘dirty.’

That bothered me. Having an STI doesn’t make someone dirty
and this kind of stigma is what keeps people from getting tested.
STIs are not rare and having Chlamydia is not the end of the world. 

Many people don’t realize that when they’re calling STIs dirty
the likelihood is pretty damn high that the person they’re talking
to has had one. STI stigma only causes further isolation and un-
necessary shame to those who have had or currently have an STI.
STIs don’t only happen to people in awareness campaigns. Health
Canada stats are based on you and your peers.  

This discussion sparked a feeling of deja vu because in the last
few years I have had the same conversation with three different
people. 

Each of them actually had Chlamydia when they got tested.
They’re the lucky ones who actually had symptoms since Chlamy-
dia rarely has any symptoms and the majority of people don’t even
know they have it. Untreated Chlamydia can develop into Pelvic
Inflammatory Disease, which is a painful and dangerous disease
that can cause infertility in men and women. If caught early how-
ever, Chlamydia is completely treatable with painless antibiotics,
as are many bacterial STIs.

Viral STIs like HIV, HPV, Herpes and Hepatitis B/C, are caused
by a virus meaning once you have them, you have them for life.
Treatments aren’t easy and having a viral STI shouldn’t be taken
lightly, but contracting one doesn’t mean your life is over.

Knowing your status means you can be in better control of your
health, outbreaks and physical reactions. You can better protect
your current and future partners. 

Ever wonder why Quebec has started pushing HPV awareness
so hard? 

Three reasons: the introduction of the vaccine, the drastic rise
of HPV cases, and the low numbers of women getting pap tests. 

Many people still don’t know that a pap test’s actual purpose is
to check the cervix for abnormal cells caused by certain strains of
HPV. HPV doesn’t always mean genital warts, the more common
strains aren’t even related to warts but can cause cervical cancer.

If you get regular pap tests, you’ll likely find out if you have ab-
normal cells before any cancer-causing cells have progressed too
far. Timing is everything and this should be a major incentive to
get those annual pap tests.

My offended friend tested positive for Chlamydia and after get-
ting treated she asked me to write about it. There are a lot of rea-
sons why people don’t get tested–I get it. It can be scary and
uncomfortable but it can also save you from future problems. I tell
everyone I know to get tested because many people just aren’t
hearing it elsewhere. I care that people are informed and know
where to find support if they need it and you should too. 

So tell your friends when you get tested or get a pap test and
make talking about it and doing it the norm. You don’t need to tell
them your results but sometimes just talking about it can make a
huge difference. 

—Melissa Fuller 
@Mel_Full

Submit your questions anonymously at sex-pan-
cakes.tumblr.com and check out “Sex & Pancakes” on
Facebook.

Getting tested:  Concordia Health Services SGW: 514-
848-2424 ext. 3565 for SGW and ext. 3575 for Loyola.
Call info-santé at 8-1-1 from any Montreal number to
find out where you can get tested. Support: Concordia
Counselling & Development at 514-848-2424 ext. 3545
for SGW and ext. 3555 for Loyola.

KATIE MCGROARTY & HILARY SINCLAIR

BRUSEPH GORDON-WILLIS

GRAPHIC HILARY SINCLAIR

DOWN
2. There are 118 elements, and this is one of

them (fictionally, anyways). It contains five
parts taxicab, and three parts Milla Jovovich.
(3 words) 

3. This neo-noir detective film by Rian John-
son has Levitt’s character hot on the trail of
shady figures “Tug” and the club-legged “Pin”
in search of those responsible for the murder of
his ex-girlfriend. Also, the vice-principal is on
his case. 

5. Three words, Mrs. Mia Wallace: It’s. Not.
Cocaine. (2 words) 

7. Unreasonably handsome in all states of
sickness and health, Levitt stars as a cancer pa-
tient in this depressing, non-math related 2011
drama. (2 words) 

9. Our two leading men have a face mash-up
in this 2012 sci-fi action thriller. Time travel
and gangster-style Jeff Daniels? Can’t go
wrong. 

ACROSS

1. Dawn Summers/the Ice Princess/Harriet
the Spy grows up to be male prostitute Joseph
Gordon-Levitt’s co-star in this movie, which
will make you never want to call anyone ‘Coach’
ever again. (2 words) 

4. One of the only men we actively look for-
ward to seeing in tights, Gordon-Levitt was set
up to become the tightly clad replacement to
the black-clad billionaire who watches over
Gotham City in the third installment of Christo-
pher Nolan’s trilogy. (4 words) 

6. This one’s all-around weird—a fountain of
youth that renders an eternally youthful Goldie
Hawn eternally undead. (3 words) 

8. Adorned with oodles of stick ‘n’ poke tat-
toos, Levitt dons a greasy black wig and a does-
n’t-give-a-single-fuck attitude to play the
foul-mouthed namesake of this movie. 

10. JGL—pronounced “jiggle”—is anything
but a “Real American Hero” in this critically
panned Hasbro-based blockbuster. (3 words) 

11. As Captain Sharp, our fearless leader
Willis charges the island of New Penzance in
search of two renegade pre-teens in this 2012
Wes Anderson flick. (2 words) 

12. It’s a case of handsome-on-handsome
murder when Levitt teams up with ultimate
man Leo DiCaprio in this mind-bending heist
film that spends a lot of time focusing on a top
that may or may not keep spinning. 
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I live on the lovably belligerent homeless
haven that is St. Denis St. 

And I’ve discovered—following a thor-
ough investigation—that this living situation
doesn’t mean toasted St. Sulpice bros and I
are the only ones getting off at Berri-UQAM
Metro. It turns out quite a few people fre-
quent the stop. 

This seems to be Montreal’s best-kept se-
cret. Clearly, no one has told the unreason-
ably sweaty man who feels the need to shove
me aside in order to press his entire body
against the doors as we approach Berri. 

Oh, you’re also getting off at the single
most popular station in the city? Let me step
aside for you, good sir. 

I totally get why you and Mrs. Unreason-

ably Sweaty Man have now decided to use
your child as a battering ram, just in case the
automated doors don’t open of their own vo-
lition, permanently trapping us all inside to
ride around the island in doomed circles,
picking off the weakest one by one and eat-
ing them. 

Back in real life, a lot of us, if not most of
us, are also exiting this sweaty tin can—so
calm down. There’s no need for hysteria, and
there’s certainly no need for premature
pushing. 

Unless, of course, I’m trying to catch the
elusive 361 Saint-Denis. Then, outta my way,
human bugs. 

— Julia Wolfe
Editor-in-Chief

A Rush and a Push and 
Berri-UQAM Is Ours

NAH’MSAYIN?

BARTON FLATS
COMIC JONATHAN WOODS

COMIC JOSHUA BARKMANFalse Knees

LINKOGRAPHY

GRAPHIC JOSHUA BARKMAN

GRAPHIC CLÉMENT LIU

Want to help turn the best of the first two years of Barton Flats
into a book? Visit http://www.indiegogo.com/bartonflats to
show your support

WHAT TO DO WHEN
YOU DON’T KNOW
ANYONE AT A
PARTY

drunknot drunk

Pretend to text.

Tell stories about
how you used to
be a bear hunter.

Pretend to track
your bear army on
Google Maps.

Scream “I AM
BEAR GRYLLS”.

Perform your
mating dance.

Take your shirt
off and yell
“Everybody get
naked!”

You’ve run out of
alcohol; in situa-
tions like these
you’ll have to
drink your own
urine.
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Editorial

GRAPHIC PAKU DAOUST CLOUTIER

As the weather gets colder, the
topic of student space seems to be
heating up. 

While the Concordia Student
Union has been debating the future
of a student centre, the school by-
passed them and paid $4.5 million
for the fifth and sixth floors of the
most recent rejected student centre
site, the Faubourg. 

Concordia may be eligible for
government grant money to help
pay for it, though. There are funds
available from the Ministry of
Higher Education, Research, Sci-
ence and Technology if the space is
used for academic purposes. 

Which is precisely what they
plan to do. The school says they will
use the floors partially for extended
study space, which is interesting,
considering this is the same build-
ing students have repeatedly said
“no” to when suggested as the next
student union building—study
space touted as one of its advan-
tages. 

It seems like buying the old
building up in pieces is a way to get
around the noise surrounding a
large-scale decision, however. 

Students aren’t exactly excited
about spending more time in the
Faubourg. Seeing the letters ‘FG’
on a course schedule is more likely
to be met with groans, when stu-
dents realize for three months
they’ll be spending a few hours a
week in the belly of a gutted ghost
mall. 

Yet government grants and a
culture demanding consistent ex-
pansion encourages universities to
buy up real estate, even if it’s real
estate lined with asbestos and
crawling with cockroaches. 

Last week, the Université de
Montréal came under fire after
plans to vastly expand its campus
had to be massively scaled back—
potentially leaving the university
with almost 650,000 square feet of
unused space in Outremont, as re-
ported by The Gazette. 

This same push for growth led
the Université du Québec à Mon-
tréal to the brink of bankruptcy
with their disastrous Îlot Voyageur
development project in 2007. The
Ministry of Education promised to
monitor university real estate pur-
chases more closely following the
incident. 

But, according to The Gazette,
the city has already pledged $175
million to help with the costs asso-
ciated with the UdeM catastrophe,
not unlike the $200 million of
provincial bailout money UQAM
relied on five years ago. 

So for universities, the message
is clear: buy now; if things don’t
work out, the taxpayers will bail
you out! Perpetual expansion
makes a school look like it’s on the
up-and-up, especially for prospec-
tive students unaware of what a
nightmare the Faubourg is. 

Although the paltry (by compar-
ison) $4.5 million Concordia is
spending on the Faubourg space

might not seem like much, it’s sim-
ply the widening of another hole to
leak money out of. Buying up more
space in a decrepit, unsanitary
building just seems counter-intu-
itive. 

Universities like Concordia
need to learn from the financial
mistakes of other schools without
having to make them too. 

Sound planning on where to ex-
pand can help us avoid conflict,
embarrassment and a funding
drain/taxpayer burden in the fu-
ture. More student space doesn’t
come from rapid-fire development,
but with efficient use of what we
have going forward. 

As the student union looks to
pay for student space surveys, Con-
cordia should take notice of the re-
sults. Based on what we learned
form last year’s survey, students re-
ally need small, localized space
more than ever—the kind of space
we already have. 

Existing buildings, particularly

on the Loyola campus, need to be
re-imagined before we sink more
money into yet another space that
won’t be used properly. 

Scheduling classes so that each
room gets use throughout the week
isn’t as glamorous as taking over an
entire section of the city—cough,
the lofty, looks-good-on-paper
Quartier Concordia—but it’s sensi-
ble and low-cost. Students who
spend their time at Loyola know
how empty half those halls and
classrooms are. 

Large multi-space rooms, de-
signed to accommodate as many
students as possible, are more con-
ducive to the study and meeting
spaces we need. 

But so long as dozens of class-
rooms and labs spend large parts of
the day unused, Concordia doesn’t
need another building to waste. 

We shouldn’t be measuring our
greatness in square footage, even if
that’s common practice for univer-
sities these days. 

Corrections: In “Paying the President” [Vol. 33, Iss. 9] The Link stated that Bombardier electricians make $25 an hour. In fact, the figure should have referred to McGill electricians. The same article referred to

librarians when it should have read members of the Concordia University Library Employees' Union. In “Disproportionate Senate” [Vol. 33, Iss. 9] The Link reported that both CSU Councillors and executives appoint

Senate members; only CSU Councillors appoint Senate members. The Link regrets the errors.
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